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Th METROBORDER j tThe METROBORDER project
WP 1 Analysis on European level‚Cross-Border Polycentric 

M t lit R i ‘ (CBMR)Metropolitan Regions‘ (CBMR) –

• Where are they? 
• What is their position? 
• How can their governance be

WP 2 Case Studies: Greater Region & 
Upper Rhine 

• How can their governance be 
improved? 

• ... 

WP 3 Strategy Building

WP 4 Dissemination
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ESPON programme

The METROBORDER project

CU         Coordination Unit 

MC        Monitoring Committee 

ARE Bundesamt für Raumentwicklung
(Leadpartner) 

Ministère de l’Intérieur et de

UL Université du Luxembourg (Leadpartner)

CEGUM 
Centre de Recherches en Géographie ‐
U i ité d M t

ResearcherStakeholder

MAT 
Ministère de l Intérieur et de 
l’Aménagement du territoire du Grand 
Duché du Luxembourg 

DIACT
Délégation interministérielle à 
l'aménagement et à la compétitivité des 
territoires

Université de Metz 

CEPS 
Centre d'Etudes de Populations, 
Pauvreté et Politiques Socio‐Ec.

ETHZ 
Eidgenössische Technische Hochschule
Zürich

territoires 

BMVBS 
Bundesministerium für Verkehr, Bau und 
Stadtentwicklung der Bundesrepublik 
Deutschland 

è d é ll

IGEAT  Université Libre de Bruxelles

RegBas Regio Basiliensis 

UHA  Université de Haute Alsace 

DGATLP
Ministère der Région Wallone, Direction 
générale de l'Aménagement du territoire, 
du Logement et du Patrimoine 

USB   Universität des Saarlandes



Th METROBORDER j tThe METROBORDER project

Starting points 
following 
ESPON 1.4.3 
and projectand project 
specifications



I C b d t lit iI. Cross-border metropolitan regions 

Cross-border MUAs/FUAs 
and their spatial context –
example Greater Regionexample Greater Region



I C b d t lit iI. Cross-border metropolitan regions 

Cross-border 
MUAs/FUAs and theirMUAs/FUAs and their 
spatial context 
(European wide) 



II C b d t lit iII. Cross-border metropolitan regions 

Metropolitan quality: 
mapping the functional 
score of ESPON 1 4 3score of ESPON 1.4.3 



II C b d t lit iII. Cross-border metropolitan regions 

Connectivity via plane: 
Number of flights asNumber of flights as 
indicator for metropolitan 
quality 



III C b d t lit iIII. Cross-border metropolitan regions 
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IV GIV. Governance
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IV GIV. Governance

Objective „Metroborder“ 
(Greater Region)  

Importance „Trinational Metropolitan 
Region“ (Upper Rhine)  

I agree (very much) 
( ) i

I do not agree 

n.s. 

(very) important 

(rather) unimportant

Results of the Metroborder 
Delphi Study



IV GIV. Governance

F L

Delphi-results for the question: Spaces that need

D B

Delphi-results for the question: „Spaces that need 
particular attention of the cross-border cooperation“, 
differentiating the national background of the expert  



IV G
“most important barriers for cross-border cooperation“ 
60

IV. Governance
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Metroborder Delphi Study 
2009/10, n GR = 156, n UR 
= 89

lacking common 
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lacking political 
will 
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IV G
Which role for the EU?

IV. Governance
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EU should provide 
governance structures

importance of EU funding is 
overestimated

nation‐states responsible 
for cross‐border 
harmonization 

Greater Region 
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also in future crucial  cross‐border  EU is the key actor  importance of EU 
Results of the Delphi 

study in absolute 
numbers 

role of EU finding  governance should 
be supported by EU

to harmonise cross‐
border regulations

funding is 
overestimated



V S i d b ildi

Concretisation

V. Scenarios and strategy building

Concretisation 

Institutionalisation
The crucial dimensions when 
bringing forward a „cross-
b d t lit l t i Institutionalisation border metropolitan polycentric 
region“ forward 
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