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I t d ti t th t tiIntroduction to the presentation

 ESPON programmeESPON programme
 Future Orientations for Cities (FOCI):

 Economic, social and environmental state and ,
perspectives of Europe's cities

 City-hinterland relations
 City cooperation in polycentric relationships

 Presentation focuses on small part of the project: 
competitiveness and cohesioncompetitiveness and cohesion

 Results of members of the consortium: Céline 
Rozenblatt (IGUL), Maciej Smętkowski (EUROREG), ( ), j ę ( ),
Gilles Van Hamme (IGEAT), Alain L'Hostis (LVMT) and 
their respective teams (but all misinterpretations are 
mine)



C t t f th t tiContents of the presentation

 Reflections on the notion of territorial competitivenessReflections on the notion of territorial competitiveness
 Some urban factors of economic development
 Social cohesion and its relationship to economic wealthp



S fl ti t it i l titiSome reflections on territorial competitiveness

 Contested notionContested notion
 Notion used to avoid debates about overall system of 

economic regulation and redistribution of gains
 Completely supply-side oriented
 Importance of path-dependency and lack of knowledge 

th tion path creation
 Many identified factors very difficult to measure

=> Factors of territorial competitiveness can only => Factors of territorial competitiveness can only 
explain a small part of the growth differential between 
cities



Citi d l b dd d i ti l tCities deeply embedded in national systems

Decomposition of variance of GDP growth of cities: Decomposition of variance of GDP growth of cities:

EU variance =EU variance = 
intra-national variance + inter-national variance

Share (%) of total variance in GDP growth between EU cities 

NUTS3 approximations of Urban Audit cities, n=224pp ,



S ifi ll b f t f titiSpecifically urban factors of competitiveness

 Most factors of territorial competitiveness valid for anyMost factors of territorial competitiveness valid for any 
type of region

 Specific urban factors of competitiveness
 Jacobsian urbanisation economies => size matters

 Command function

 Network connectivity (physical and virtual networks)



J b i t lit i tiJacobs economies => metropolitanisation
Differences between growth rates of largest cities and EU or national average

 Metropolitanisation more present in Eastern Europe
 Slow down in the 2000s



J b i t lit i tiJacobs economies => metropolitanisation
Change of disparities in the 
development level between 
the metropolis and its regional
hinterland in 1995-2004

 General increase, notably in 
Eastern Europe
 Decrease mostly in low growth 
areas and weaker

Metropolis = NUTS3 approximation 
of Urban Audit LUZ
Hi t l d NUTS3 ithiHinterland = NUTS3 areas within a 
given distance of Metropolis



I t b d i f t lit i tiIntra-urban dynamics of metropolitanisation

Population changesp g
 Return to the city centers 
in the blue banana
 Urban sprawl in peripheral 
citiescities
 Decline of cities in Eastern 
Europe



C d d t lCommand and control
 Based on ORBIS 
Database (Bureau van 
Dijk)
 Numbers, not size of 
enterprisesp
 Paris less controlled 
from the outside than 
London
 Negative balance in Negative balance in 
all Eastern capitals, 
but also Dublin, Lisbon



C d d t l t itiCommand and control: gateway cities
 Shows importance 
of large cities as 
gateways for FDI
 Lack of national 
hierarchy of FDI in y
Eastern Europe



C ti it t t bilitConnectivity: contactability
 Based on air and rail time 
tables
 Contactability as indicator of 
connectivity of cities in 
networks
 Good contactability in 
Western and Southern 
peripheries
 Low contactability in Eastern Low contactability in Eastern 
Europe, including amongst 
Eastern cities



E i t l i t f ti itEnvironmental impacts of connectivity
 Importance of air for many 
European cities, even fairly 
central ones
 Increased contactability 
through combination of g
modes



C titi d i l h iCompetitiveness and social cohesion
Correlation (R Pearson) between economic wealth (GDP/head in PPS)
and some social indicators, in the years 2000

 Signficant relation only when comparing Eastern and Western Europe => 
importance of that gap

Lack of relation seems ob io s b t sometimes necessar to state the ob io s Lack of relation seems obvious, but sometimes necessary to state the obvious



Th i t f ti l l t tThe importance of national regulatory systems

Socio-spatial p
disparities
 Clear boundary effects
 Generally low socio-spatial 
disparities in Eastern Europedisparities in Eastern Europe 
(except Poland)
 Social housing one 
explanatory factor for 
diff i W tdifferences in Western 
Europe
 Caveat: differences in 
district delineations



C l iConclusions

• Room for more and innovative data and approachesRoom for more and innovative data and approaches 
in studying Europe's cities

• FOCI results support a very differentiated view of 
Europe's cities

• New data sources do not provide time series, nor 
easy identification of driving forces and futureeasy identification of driving forces and future 
perspectives

• Results do not easily translate into policy 
orientations, notably at city level

• One clear message: city development is strongly 
embedded in processes happening at other scalesembedded in processes happening at other scales



Th k !Thank you !

Moritz Lennert
IGEAT – ULB

moritz.lennert@ulb.ac.be

http://www.espon.eu/


