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How (not) to do it

1. Write reports of 500-
1000 pages.

2. Make the cover look
boring.

3. Use words that most
people do not
understand — e.qg.
“territoriality”,
“polycentricity”.

Bore of the week



How (not) to do it

There are different media through which you can communicate. One
of these that is frequently used is Powerpoint presentations. These
are often used at conferences like this. When using Powerpoint, try
to get as much text on the screen as you can — and then read it out.
Do not include any pictures or other distractions. Don'’t break the text
Into paragraphs or bullet points — that makes it easier to read.
However bullet points by themselves don’t say much, so you may
still want to read from a script. Also it is good to keep the font quite
small so that people really have to struggle to see what you have
written. If you do this, those people in the audience who try to copy
down everything you have written will never be able to copy it all
down before you finish reading it out. Just to make it more difficult
you can always press the wrong button so that you go back when
you should go forwards — or jump forward a couple of slides by
mistake then go back.



Who Is the audience?

Politicians / policy
makers

Practitioners
Other professionals
Other researchers

General public
(national / local,
young / elderly etc.)




What Media?

e Face to face

e Print — reports,
professional
magazines, leaflets,
newspapers.

TV and radio.
e Web.
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-3 Journal of the RTP! in Sootland

New European programme for Edinburgh

Tha UK Gontact Foint for a new six-yasr Europaan planring resaarch programme wil ba based at the ATR's Edinburgh offica
The RTF! has bean confracted to provide this ssrvice for the Europsan Obsenvation Netwerk on Teriiorial Develiopment and
Cohesion [ESPON]. RTFs Jerry Crawdord and Cilf Hague wil cary out the work which wil imvolve developing a naw RTFY
Metwerk for peopls intsrested n ESRON. This new ESFON programime rune untl 2013. A key featurs wil ba th opporuniy for
local authorities to proposs and pariciate in reeaarch work tat wil help ther to develop visions and other pianning poiicee.

‘What has ESPON found so far?

and the spatisl impects of key Eurcpesn
palicies - Structural Funds, Agricuture,
FI&D, the Envronment.

ESPONs research highlighted mgionsl
dhides acToss Europe as awhale but slso
within countries. It enabled countries and
regions o compare themsshves with others
in Europe. For axample, in terms. of GDP, the
regicnsl diice in the UK & significantly widsr
than anywhers alza in Europe. West London
and the Isle of Anglesay sit at sither end
af the UK spectrum on this messure. In
contrast, countries ke Spain, Finiend,

the recorded

amuch mare hamogencus pattam of
regicndl incomes.
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terms of raneport accees to Eunpean
makets. Higher energy prioes woud
inorasse the problems of perpheraiity

both for Scatland vis-5-vis continentsl
Gourtries, and, within Scotland, for our
more remote regions.

Niore positively, most of Scatland, e
Scandinavia, would be expected to parform
redatively wel in terms of ODyp emissicns
ffom inter-Lrtan ranspert though the growth
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Tha Trond a saries of Eurpaan

et B ez o ESPOM Mefaring Commrsties.
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levels in the Cenral Bek get worse and
spread beyond the Cyde-Forth aress.

i this scenario, Glasgow and Edinburgh,
like Dublin, but not Dundee or Aberdeen
become nodes in &n extended European
core where flows and aciivties e
concentrated. However, in an atemative
‘scenario, in which tha ELJ, and nation states

wl short of Hacrisn’s Wl And, in a tird
‘scenario whers ‘cohesion’ s gven fricry,
Scotland gels fitie benefi: hera the man
winers would be the pericheral regions in
‘eastem end southem Europe.

ESHUN Z0UB-2013 - WSLS news
The new ESPON programme wil be bigger
end battar, The funding has more than
doutled and four more countries have
now joined — Bugaria and Romenia, who
joinexd the EU in 2007, and lcsland and
Lichtenctein. The naw 'ESPON space’

will cover 31 countries as Norway and

10 inchcke an oveniew of the Wastam
Blakans end Turkey. By developing
incicators, meps and spetisl deta on this
epic sodle, ESPON wil creste exoeplional
opportunifies for thoss involved in siratagc
plenning and work on Structursl Funds.
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KISS

e Keep it simple, stupid.
* Press release:
» One basic message

» Strong, interesting
first sentence

» Quote from
somebody

» One page
» Contact detalls




Example

@ Commonwealth Association of Planners

Cities on a knife edge say Commonwealth bodies

The global financial crisis threatens to tip cities and local governments
over an economic precipice, leaders of Commonwealth bodies
warned on World Habitat Day, 6 October. Commonwealth countries
were already facing a huge urban challenge before the events of
recent weeks. In countries like Malawi, urban growth runs at around
5% a year but investment in essential services like water, sanitation
and electricity lags far behind...



How do journalists work?

Deadlines
Stories

Who?

What?

Where?

When?

How?

Visuals

Buy them a drink!




TV and radio

e |S It live? News or
a feature?

e \WWhat is the
Interview about?

 Think beforehand
of the main
message you want
to get across — and
make sure you get
It In...and repeat it!




TV and Radio

* Think of a soundbite -
write it down and use
It: “Fair access to
jobs, hospitals and
schools — that’s better
than log-jammed
cities and empty
villages”.

e Look smart (TV), be
relaxed, speak clearly
and don’t ramble.




Websites and leaflets

Internet is a key
medium.

Refresh it with news.

Cross-links to
www.espon.eu and
other sites.

Blog — Cliff's Blog on
WWW.Innhovationcircle.

CHANGING UK REGIONS
IN THEIR EUROPEAN
CONTEXT: ESPON 2002-
2006 AND 2008-2013

-

net
WWW.espon.org.uk

ool -
Figure 1: Trend Scenario - Spatial
structure and urban hierarchy in 2030

WHAT IS ESPON?

The European Observation Network
on Temitorial Development and
Cohesion (ESPON) maps and
analyses development trends and
policy impacts across Europe. In its
first phase (2002-2006) it tackled
topics such as the pattem of natural
and technological hazards;
accessibility and transport; natural
and cultural heritage; wrban-rural
relations; and the termitorial
implications of European policies on
competitiveness and sustainable
development, to mention just a few.

ESPON is funded by national
govemnments and the EU

KEY FINDINGS FROM ESPON
2006

Over 30 projects were undertaken by
intemational research teams who
looked at data across 29 countries —
the then 25 EU member states,
Bulgaria and Romania who have
since become EU members, and
also Norway and Switzerland. Full
reports can be found on
WWW espon.ey. Some are very large
files which are best downloaded on
broadband.

Europe’s spatial structure
Disparities are developing between
capital city regions and the rest of
the country, and also between urban
and rural areas. However, the
traditional model of a Europe divided
befween a rich core and a poor
periphery is now misleading. There
are poor areas within the heartland —
eg. fowns where traditional
industries have closed. There are
also  economic success stories
around Europe's edge, notably in
Ireland and Scandinavia

The core has been called “the
pentagon” — the area bounded by
London, Paris, Milan, Munich and
Hamburg — which comprised 14% of
ESPON's land area but contributed
46% of the GDP and 75% of
investment in Research and
Development. However this area is

EJRUPEAN UNION
Fart-firanced by the Eurepean Regional Developmant Fund
INVESTING IN YOUR FUTURE



Make a plan

Who are you aiming
to reach?

What media are the
appropriate ones?

When are the
windows of
opportunity —e.g.
Seminars or reports?

Monitor the results.




Communicating science

 Media want drama and
controversy — science is
complex and ESPON
seeks consensus.

 Practitioners want local
data — ESPON is NUTS
3.

e Policy makers want
popular solutions —
scientists seek to test
assumptions.




Efficient and ethical communication

o Clarity — don’t hide
behind jargon.
 Empathy — understand
your audience.

e Look for opportunities for
Interaction and dialogues:
e.g. use of quiz rather
than reading information;
stage a debate.

« Reference original
sources.




Develop a simple message

Message needs to be
relevant and short.

Provoke people to
think in new ways.

Simple statistics can
be effective.

Use the message and
repeat it at every
opportunity.

e,
{EAP ) Commonwealth Association of Planners
|

o www. commonwealth-planners.org

No sustainable
development without
sustainable urbanisation

Every day another
60,000 people are
Living in urban
areas m the
Commonwealth.
Today 300 mil hon
Commonwealth
citizens are living
in slums. There wall —
be more tomorrow,

No sustainable
urbanisation without
effective planning



Maps

The basic ESPON
. p o d u Ct" . ‘E""”""“‘"" sleompeene o e

Provide a lot of
Information.

Need short, clear
Interpretation.

Success of the
ESPON Atlas (2006).




Indicators

« A powerful tool for
communicating
science.

 However, If you have
too many indicators
you leave people
confused.

* A key challenge for
ESPON.




Scenarios

e Strong means of telling a story and
communicating to non-scientisits.

e Scope to use the ESPON 2006 Scenarios
project.

e Build in use of new ESPON 2013 Cities
project and their scenarios.




The last word

¢ el

Snooze and
you lose! Be
proactive!




