CCI 2007 CB 163 PO 022

ESPON 2013

(The European Observation Network on
Territorial Development and Cohesion)

Annual Report 2008

STRUCTURAL FUNDS 2007-2013
TERRITORIAL COOPERATION OBJECTIVE

Annual implementation report
(In accordance to article 67 of Council RegulatiofEC) No 1083/2006)
Approved by the ESPON Monitoring Committee on 02 Jue 2009




Table of content

L1 IDENTIFICATION ...ttt e an e 4
2. OVERVIEW OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE OPERATIONA L PROGRAMME.......... 5
2.1.ACHIEVEMENT AND ANALYSIS OF THE PROGRESS. .. ... cciiuuutiintiiintinnniessiessieesieeeeseeeeaeaaasaaesaeeseens 5

2.1.1 Information on the physical progress of thEefational Programme ............ccccvvveei i mmwen. D
2.1.2 Financial information

2.1.3 Information about the breakdown of use ofRBBAS...........cc..ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 7
2.1.4 AsSistance DY target groUPS .......ocueeiieeeiiiiee et
2.1.5 Assistance repaid or re-used
2.1.6 Qualitative analysis ............oouveemmmmmeeeeeessniiieeneeennnns
2.2.INFORMATION ABOUT COMPLIANCE WITHCOMMUNITY LAW
2.3SIGNIFICANT PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED AND MEASURES TAKENIO OVERCOME THEM............cceeunnn. 8
2.4CHANGES IN THE CONTEXT OF THE OPERATIONAL PROGRAMMEAPLEMENTATION ....cveereiiiirieineeennns 8
2.5.SUBSTANTIAL MODIFICATION UNDER ARTICLE 57 OF REGULATION (EC)N0 1083/2006.................. 8
2.6 COMPLEMENTARITY WITH OTHER INSTRUMENTS . ....ttttttttrtterrieeeieeereeeereeereeesseesaessssssssssnnnsnnnnnnnnnnns 8
2. 7MONITORING ARRANGEMENTS. ...1eeeetitttttiteaessaattttreeeesassssssseeaasnsesaeesssssssssseessaassssseeeesssssssessanen 8
3. IMPLEMENTATION BY PRIORITY ...uttiiiiiiiiiiiiis ceeeee ettt e e e e sstvae e e e s s s sttaee e aesssnnnnaeessnnnnnasaaeens 9
B PRIORITY L ittt ittt bbbttt eme e e s s ek kbbb bbbttt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeaeeaeeaaeeaaeeeaaaan
3.1.1. Achievement of targets and analysis Of tDgIBSS ......cccvvveviviiiiiiiieiiiieieeeee e
Information on the physical and financial progrekthe priority
QUANTALIVE @NAIYSIS ....vvieeeiiitiiieee st ettt e e ettt e e e e sr bttt e e s s sbb e e e s sttaeeeessnneeeeeeeantbteeeeeennneeaeeeanen
3.1.2. Significant problems encountered and meastaleen to overcome them..........cccceeevun 11.
BL2PRIORITY 2 1 eiiitttite e ettt ettt e e e ettt eee e s sme e et aastteeeeeeeessteaeeeaeesaanstseeeeeeannsaeaeeeannseaneeaenenannnteeeeenn
3.2.1. Achievement of targets and analysis Of tDGIBSS .....oovvviiiiiiiiiieiiiee e
Information on the physical and financial progretthe priority
QUANTALIVE @NAIYSIS ....veiieeiiitiiieee st ettt e e s ettt e e e e sttt et e e s s tbb e s s stteeeeessnneeeeeeeansbbeeeeeeannneeaeeeanen
3.2.2. Significant problems encountered and meastaden to overcome them...................... 15.
T = 1T T 2 SRR 15
3.3.1. Achievement of targets and analysis Of tDGIBSS .....covvvviiiiiiiiieiiiee e 15
Information on the physical and financial progreBthe Priority........c.cocveeiiiiiiiieiesimmeee e 15
QUANITATIVE @NAIYSIS .. vvvreeeeieeirieee s e ettaeae e e sstaeeaeessttaeaaessssbaaaaaassaaeeessassaseaeesnsssseeesennnsaeeeeaanes 17
3.3.2. Significant problems encountered and meastaden to overcome them...................... 17.
T T T 2 SRR
3.4.1. Achievement of targets and analysis of thgmBSS .........coovvuviiieeiiiiiiiiiieiees s
Information on the physical and financial progretthe priority
QUANITATIVE @NAIYSIS ...vvvreeeiieeirieee s e ettt ee e e esttaeeaeessttaeaaessssbaaaaaasssaeeesssssaseaeesssssseenssannsaeaaeaanes
3.4.2. Significant problems encountered and meastaleen to overcome them..........cccceeevvn 19.
B D P RIORITY B Lttt e e e e e bbbt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eaaaaaaaeaaeaaas 19
3.5.1. Achievement of targets and analysis Of tDGMBSS .....c..cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e e 19
Information on the physical and financial progreBthe Priority........ccccccvvveeeiiiiieeescmene e e 19
QUANLALIVE @NAIYSIS ....veieeeiietiiieee st ettt e e e et e e e e ettt et ee s s bt e e s stteeeeessnneeeeeeeansbneeeeeennnneeaeeeane 20
3.5.2. Significant problems encountered and meastaleen to overcome them..........cccceeevvn 21.
4, TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE ...ttt e e st e e e s saa b eee e e s anbeeeeaaeeas 21
5. INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY .. ctttttteie s eeiis e es sttt e e e e s e ettt ea e e e astasaaaaesassaanaaesansssneeeaeannnes 22
5.1PuBLICITY AND COMMUNICATIONS ACTIVITY UNDERTAKEN TO DECEMBER2008.............cceeeeennenn. 23
5.1.1 Information and CommuUuNICAtION ACIONS . caeueereiiieiiiiiiiiiie et 23
Programime MANUAL.............ooiiiiiiiiie e immeeene e et e et ee e st e e e e sttt e e s ssteeeeeeaastteeeeessseeeeeeesttneeeesannns 23
PN o] 1 Tor= L S o = T - Vo [T 3.2
Programme AatADASE ...........oiiiiiiii e e e e e et ee e s anne
NEWSIEHErS....cciiieeeee e cmreee e
Website www.espon.eu/ESPON2013
Media ...
EXEEINAI EVENTS .....eiiiiee ettt e et ettt e e e et e e e e ettt e e e e s st e e aansttaaeeessassaeeeeeansesseeesannnneeeeeennes




5.1.2 Targeted ACLIVItIeS and ACHONS .......ocommiiieiiieeii it e e ree e e e raeee s
ESPON 2013 Programme launch event....
Q&A sessions for potential beneficiaries ......
Info Day and Partner Cafe” ..........ccccevvvveeee
Financial Managers Seminar
PromotionNal MAtEITAL.............eiiiiii it ettt ettt sse e et e e b e e s e e et eeenbeeesaneeeaneeas

5.1.3 Evaluation of events......
Info Day and Partner Cafe" .......
Financial Managers Seminar




1. Identification

OPERATIONAL Objective concerned:European Territorial Cooperation
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Eligible area concerned:EU 27
Programming period: 2007-2013
Programme number (CCI No): CCI 2007 CB 163 PO 022
Programme title: ESPON 2013 (European observation
network on territorial development and cohesion)
ANNUAL Reporting year: 2008
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2. Overview of the implementation of the OperationBProgramme

2.1. Achievement and analysis of the progress

During 2008, the ESPON 2006 Programme was in tlaself preparation for closure,
the main focus though lied on the implementatiorthef ESPON 2013 Programme. In
January 2008 the launch event took place in Brassetl marked the opening of the
first calls under three priorities for potentialptipants. Following the first 5 applied

research projects started as well as a major grejesuring development and continuity
of the ESPON database.

Between June and July the ESPON 2013 Programmeuctatt a survey among
European stakeholders to identify their thematimaled for targeted analysis projects
under priority 2 of the ESPON Programme on terialodevelopment, competitiveness
and cohesion. A very stimulating process with tekected stakeholders has specified
the first 8 projects on using ESPON results in ficac

By August a new call for Priority 1, 2 and 3 wappd and the Monitoring Committee
selected the winning projects by the end of the.\lesorder to enlarge the existing pool
of experts in the field of territorial research arhlysis in particular in themes such as
“Land Use”, “Accessibility”, “Innovation” and “Glohlisation” also a second call for
Expression of Interest for the Knowledge Suppost&y was opened.

One important step for the implementation of thd>88l 2013 Programme was taken
on 16 September, when the European Commissioriaii@approved the ESPON 2013
Audit Strategy. This strategy includes the Risklgsia model for the Programme.

At the end of the first year of the ESPON 2013 Paogne, Luxembourg had the
pleasure of a visit by General Director Dirk Ahredrthe European Commission DG
Regia In this framework a closer cooperation with DG Regn analytical activities
and studies in order to maximise complementarity ansure exchange and mutual
technical support was discussed.

Finally the ESPON Programme caught throughout #er Y008 a lot of attention in
and outside Europe, in Asia and South American tms This gives a clear sign of
the global context becoming increasingly importaiso when it comes to territorial
structures and flows as factors of competitiveness.

2.1.1 Information on the physical progress of the @erational Programme

No quantifiable indicators have been mentionedag@amme level in the Operational
Programme. Quantifiable indicators have only besfindd at priority levels which are
presented in details under Chapter 3.

2.1.2 Financial information

Due to the delay with the setting up of the intéfmancial procedures no payment has
still been certified toward the European Commissiothe course of 2008.



Priority axes by source of funding (EUR) in 2008
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2.1.3 Information about the breakdown of use of thé&unds

Combination of codes of dimensions 1 to 5 only E&Rhe whole programming period

Code * 1Code * 1Code * 1Code * 1Code *
) . ' Dimension 2: Dimension 3; Dimension 4 : Dimension 5| Amount
Dimension 1 ! : ) ; ) ! .
S i Form of : Territory i Economic i Location *x
Priority theme . ‘

| finance | L activity
Code 81 : : :
Mechanisms for
improving good
policy and !
programme design, !
monitoring and :
evaluation

32.643.772

Code 85
Preparation, , , , !
implementation, ; ; ; ! 1.258.35¢
monitoring and : : : !

inspection

Code 86

Evaluation and :
studies; information !
and communication

131.384

Sub-Total 34.033.517

' Code 01 ' ' !
 Non-repayable ! i ! 34.033.512

' aid
! ! Code 00

: Not applicable | 34.033.513

Total 34.033.512

* the categories should be coded for each dimenssorg the standard classification
** allocated amount of the Community contributicor fach combination of categories

2.1.4 Assistance by target groups
Not applicable.

2.1.5 Assistance repaid or re-used
There was no need for any financial corrections.

2.1.6 Qualitative analysis

Due to the particular nature of the ESPON 2013 Rmge, i.e. financing research
projects/targeted analyses and the creation ofitgetools, this point is not applicable.

[This is also supported by e.g. the SEA screeninip@ ESPON 2013 Programme that
concluded that the programme is unlikely to hageificant environmental effects.]

2.2. Information about compliance with Communitywa

There were no problems encountered relating t@dnepliance with Community law in
the implementation of the Operational Programme.



2.3 Significant problems encountered and measuraisein to overcome them

Due to the late approval of the Programme Docurirehtovember 2007, the Member
and Partner States did not have sufficient timeutamit all the necessary documents by
the end of 2007. Some formal documents requested tihe Member and Partner States
were still not delivered in the course of 2008. éAsonsequence, the Programme will
not be fully functional until the delivery of albduments from all Member and Partner
States.

2.4 Changes in the context of the operational pragrme implementation

There were no changes stemming directly from th&stce of the Operational
Programme that would have a direct impact on tbgnamme's implementation.

2.5. Substantial modification under Article 57 ofdgulation (EC) No
1083/2006

There were no cases where substantial modificatimmer Article 57 of Regulation
(EC) No 1083/2006 were needed.

2.6 Complementarity with other instruments
The ESPON 2013 Programme has no arrangements théhiaostruments.

2.7 Monitoring arrangements

During 2008, the monitoring and evaluation measus®n by the Programme has
focused on the implementation of the following edets:

- “EC Regulation 1083, Art. 47 request an ongoinguation of the implementation
of the ESPON 2013 Programme. The ESPON 2013 Prageahmas during 2008
been considering a concept of ongoing evaluatiahhll be tabled for decision by
the Monitoring Committee early 2009 as part of gdate of the Programme
Manual.

This concept will ensure evaluation of the consisyeof activities under the
different priorities of the programme, their retetships and complementarity. It
will as well ensure evaluation of the effectivenes®operations measured with the
indicators approved in the OP, and judge the efficy by comparing processes and
effects to the means and resources mobilised. &lewance of the ESPON 2013
Programme is not seen as a key issue due to théhtagolicy makers from all 31
countries involved are taking the decisions ongjerations to be implemented.

As elements in the ongoing evaluation, it is theertion to propose the MC a
Monitoring Score Board as part of the ongoing eaaun conducted internally. In
addition, it is the intention to propose one evatra with the help of external
experts in the second half of 2010.”

- Furthermore on the thematic side EU Cohesion Polieguires continuous
monitoring and assessment of territorial develognagnamics in relation to policy
objectives. The ESPON 2013 Programme has been gstegudo build up a
Territorial Monitoring System at European level eomg EU 27 plus Iceland,
Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland. Therefoeaakshop aims at exchanging
experience and ideas between National Territoribsedvatories, the European
Commission as well as international and Europeatitinions (OECD, JRC, EEA,



EUROSTAT and Kopernikus), all working with methodsdated to this field was
held in Luxembourg in November 2008

According to Article 58. (c) of Regulation (EC) 138006, the Programme shall
ensure a reliable accounting, monitoring and fimgnaeporting system in
computerised form. The monitoring and financial amipg system (Programme
Monitoring Support System- PMSS) collecting dataimplementation necessary
for financial management, monitoring, verificatipasidit and evaluation started to
be implemented by the CU with the support of GeGkabH in 2008.

The structure of the PMSS has been set up followirgequirements set by Article
60 (c) of Regulation (EC) 1083/2006 and Annex fiRegulation (EC) 1828/2006.
The development of the interface and the diffefanttions are to be finalized in
the course of 2009, by the time of the submissidhefirst declaration to the EC.

Furthermore, in order to ensure the quality andatifeness of the implementation of
the Programme the following steps have been takernthe framework of the
Communication Plan:

3.

The first ESPON 2013 Financial Managers Seminak face on 3 October 2008
in Luxembourg. Financial Managers of Lead and Rtdrartners participated at the
event in order to be informed about implementind?©8l projects approved in the
framework of the first call for proposals for Pitgrl and 3.

The second round of calls for proposals of the HSPZD13 Programme was

presented at an Info Day in Bruxelles. More tha® p@rticipants attended the
event. The event focused on the presentation athitee calls for proposals opened
on 20 August 2008 and the conditions for taking.pBne Info Day gave potential

beneficiaries the possibility to pose questions eewkive answers related to the
open calls. As part of the ESPON Info Day, partiats had the opportunity to

network at the ESPON Partner Café, creating a fdiemdirect dialogue between

potential project partners, enabling them to idgntiotential consortia of partners

that carry through ESPON projects.

Implementation by priority

3.1 Priority 1

3.1.1. Achievement of targets and analysis of theqmress

Information on the physical and financial progressof the priority
In 2008 the following five projects have been sdmtinder this priority.

FOCI — Cities and urban agglomerations: Their functonality and development
opportunities for European competitiveness and colson (Total budget:
998.888 €)

The project analyses the current state, trendsdamdlopment perspectives for the
largest cities and urban agglomerations withinEbeopean territory. It will identify
the driving forces of urban development which ale tmost relevant for
understanding urban evolutions and offer scendniothe development of Europe’s
cities leading to alternative policy options.



The project delivered an Inception Report on 11 é&foler 2008. The Lead Partner
of the project also gave a first presentation at EBSPON Internal Seminar on 10
December 2008.

EDORA — Development opportunities in different types of rural areas (Total
budget: 699.816 €)

The project will provide evidence on the developtregportunities of diverse types
of European rural areas and reveal options for awvipg their competitiveness. It
will identify opportunities for increasing regionatrengths through territorial
cooperation and analyse the potential impact ohate change on the development
opportunities of rural areas.

The project delivered an Inception Report on 11 éfoler 2008. The Lead Partner
of the project also gave a first presentation atEBSPON Internal Seminar on 10
December 2008.

DEMIFER — Demographic and migratory flows affecting European regions
and cities (Total budget: 781.600 €)

The project deals with the effects of demographid aigratory flows on European
regions and cities and examines the implicatiomsrégional competitiveness and
European cohesion.

The project delivered an Inception Report on 11 éfoler 2008. The Lead Partner
of the project also gave a first presentation at EBSPON Internal Seminar on 10
December 2008.

ReRisk — Effects of rising energy prices on regiohacompetitiveness (Total
budget: 699.250 €)

This project focuses on opportunities to supponngetitive and clean energy
supplies for regions in Europe and to generate sirehgthen sustainable energy
sources. It delivers future-oriented territoriald®nce on the impact of rising energy
prices on the competitiveness of European regisngeadl as on cohesion in Europe
in a long-term perspective.

The project delivered an Inception Report on 26t&aper 2008 and as a follow-up
to this an Annex to the Inception Report on 21 Noler 2008. The Lead Partner of
the project also gave a first presentation at t&@&N Internal Seminar on 10
December 2008.

TIPTAP — Territorial impact assessment of policiegTotal budget: 347.000€)

This project builds on the earlier achievementthhefESPON 2006 Programme. The
methodology, indicators and the prototype “TEQUILAviodel will be further
developed and made operational to receive a taotHe ex-ante assessment of
territorial impacts of policies. The tool will bedted on transport and agricultural
policy and deliver evidence on the territorial iropaf these policies. The results are
of direct use for creating better policy coordipati

The project delivered an Inception Report on 26t&aper 2008. The Lead Partner
of the project also gave a first presentation atEBSPON Internal Seminar on 10
December 2008.
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Achievements

Output Indicators Blglstg?ilne Final Target
2007 2008
Number of actions realised & number of small / 30
medium / large actions 0 77116 0 5
Number of cross-thematic / thematic analyses
: . . 0 8/7/3 0 4
and trends / prospective studies realised
Number of territorial impact studies realised 0 5 0 1
Number of experts involved in task forces /
. 0 40 0 10
sounding boards
Achievements
. Initial .
Results Indicators - Final Target
Baseline
2007 2008
Number of themes and policies that have been
deepened and widened compared to ESPON 0 20 0 5
2006 results
Num_ber of partners, _mstltutes involved in 0 100 0 32
applied research actions
Number of scientists involved in applied 0 250 0 NA
research actions
Initial Achievements
Impact Indicators Baseline Final Target
2007 2008
Degree of usefulness of ESPON applied
research results for European, national-level|/ NP NP NP NP
regional-level policy processes
Degree of usefulness of ESPON applied
research results for transnational and cross- NP NP NP NP

border co-operation

NI :
NP:
NA:

for the specific year.

Qualitative analysis

Not implemented: The indicator is implemented, ot for the specific year.
Not applicable: The indicator does not applyvilt never be implemented.
Not available: The indicator is implemented batiydon't know the values yet

Due to the particular nature of the ESPON 2013 Rmoge, i.e. financing research
projects/targeted analyses and the creation ofitgetools, this point is not applicable.

3.1.2. Significant problems encountered and measwédaken to overcome them
No significant problems have been encountered.
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3.2 Priority 2
3.2.1. Achievement of targets and analysis of theqmress

Information on the physical and financial progressof the priority

In 2008 the following eight expressions of interegtstakeholders have been selected
by the Monitoring Committee to be further develop®d project specifications:

CAEE - The case for agglomeration economies in Eupe (Total budget:
200.000 €)

This project will be an economically focused analysf the impacts of urban
agglomerations as key drivers of economic developméthin EU regions. The
stakeholders behind are Manchester Enterprises(lLéchd Stakeholder); Barcelona
Provincial Council, Territorial Observatory of th®tudies Department; Dublin
Regional Authority, Regional Planning Guidelinesjblin and Mid-East Regional
Authorities; and Greater Lyon, Department for Intgronal Relations.

The Lead Stakeholder of the project gave a firss@ntation at the ESPON Internal
Seminar on 11 December 2008.

EUROISLANDS — The development of the islands — Eugmean islands and
cohesion policy (Total budget: 250.000 €)

The aim of the project is to deliver an appropriatference work and a set of policy
recommendations and strategic guidance to fosterstistainable development of
the European islands within the framework of thagi& Market, ensuring equal
terms and opportunities with other non-handicappegions. The stakeholders
behind are Ministry of Economy & Finance, Generati®tariat for Investments &
Development, Special Service for Strategy, Plandirigvaluation of Development
Programmes, Greece (Lead Stakeholder); Malta Emwiemt and Planning
Authority (MEPA), Malta; National Rural DevelopmeAgency (GBV), Sweden;
Municipality of Gotland (GK), Sweden; Government tfe Balearic Islands
(CAIB), Spain; Department of Town Planning and Hogs(DTPH), Cyprus;
Regional Municipality of Bornholm, Department of dkenal Development (RU
BRK), Denmark; Ministry of Economic Development, g2etment for Development
and Cohesion Policies (DPS), Italy; Autonomous Begif Sardinia, Department of
EU and International Affairs (RAS), Italy; Saarema&ounty Government,
Department of Development and Planning (SCG), Estohhe Government of
Aland, Department for Administrative Affairs (ALinland.

The Lead Stakeholder of the project gave a firss@ntation at the ESPON Internal
Seminar on 11 December 2008.

METROBORDER - Cross-border polycentric metropolitan regions (Total
budget: 250.000 €)

This project addresses cross-border metropolitgioms in Europe in relation to the
policy aim of polycentric development. It aims @g¢mtifying criteria, potentials and
governance practices based on available ESPON readfor polycentric cross-
border metropolitan regions in Europe and proposiptgions for development
strategies towards a multilevel approach for tweecstudy regions (Upper Rhine
Region and the Greater Region). The stakeholdenintbeare Federal Office for
Spatial Development, ARE, Switzerland (Lead Stakadgr); Ministry of the Interior
and for Spatial Planning, Directorate for SpatialanRing, Luxembourg;
Interministerial delegation to the spatial plannieugd the competitiveness of the
territories (DIACT), France; Federal Ministry of afrsport, Building and Urban
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Affairs, Germany; Ministry of the Walloon RegionijrBctorate for Spatial Planning,
Housing and Heritage, Belgium.
The Lead Stakeholder of the project gave a firss@ntation at the ESPON Internal
Seminar on 11 December 2008.

SURE — Success for convergence regions’ economi€etél budget: 200.000 €)
This project focuses on the specific challengesd®felopment of convergence
regions within the EU. Despite the fact that thesgions have been awarded with
extensive funds, not all have taken advantage éostftme extent and therefore are
still unable to improve their socio-economic pemfiance and competitiveness.
Therefore this project seeks to understand why seomevergence regions are
unable to improve economic performance and conipetiéss. It will do so by
systematically comparing relevant factors for eeconimogrowth and by analysing
successful cohesion projects over the last 15 yaarsnvergence regions with both
high and low growth rates. The stakeholders belaired Campania Region (Lead
Stakeholder); Podlaskie Voivodship Marshal's Officé’oland; Fundacion
Comunidad Valenciana - Region Europea, Spain; RegioEast Macedonia —
Thrace, Greece.

The Lead Stakeholder of the project gave a firss@ntation at the ESPON Internal
Seminar on 11 December 2008.

SS-LR — Spatial scenarios: new tools for local-regnal territories (Total
budget: 180.000 €)

The purpose of this project is to transfer, adaplt @ply the same spatial scenarios’
methodology used within the ESPON Project 3.2 attional territorial scale, equal
or lower than NUTS3. The methodology and instrureevitl be applied to the case
of Barcelona Provincial Council (BPC). The outcoaieghis project should enable
policy makers to draw up regional, social and eaooinoterritorial policies and
development strategies for their territories. Ttakasholders behind are Barcelona
Provincial Council, Spain (Lead Stakeholder); Pnoe of Torino, Italy;
Department of the Hérault, France.

The Lead Stakeholder of the project gave a firss@ntation at the ESPON Internal
Seminar on 11 December 2008.

TD — Territorial Diversity (Total budget: 210.000 €)

The overall objective of this project is to provige better understanding of
development processes in territories outside tmeagen that are defined as insular,
mountainous, sparsely populated or peripheral. ahalysis aims particularly at
highlighting how these territories may contributethie achievement of overarching
European objectives expressed in the Lisbon andchéaburg Strategies. By
focusing on a representative sample of such regites project will be drawing
more general conclusions for territories subjectsimilar territorial specificities
across Europe. The stakeholders behind are Minstriocal Government and
Regional Development, Norway (Lead Stakeholder)nisdry of Employment and
Economy, Finland; Swiss Federal Office for SpatiBevelopment ARE,
Switzerland; Department of Town Planning and HogisiMinistry of the Interior,
Cyprus; National Rural Development Agency, Swedkfglta Environment &
Planning Authority, Malta; Ministry for Developmerfublic Works and Housing,
Romania.

The Lead Stakeholder of the project gave a firss@ntation at the ESPON Internal
Seminar on 11 December 2008.
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PURR — Potential of Rural Regions (Total budget: 20.000 €)

The overall objective of this project is the deyetent of innovative approaches to
identify and exploit rural potential in periphegarts of Europe around North Sea,
Irish Sea and Baltic Sea. The stakeholders behmedNotodden Municipality,
Norway (Lead Stakeholder); Cesis District Courlciltvia; North Yorkshire County
Council, UK; Welsh Assembly Government, UK; Dumériand Galloway Council,
UK.

As no proposal was received for this project follogv the call for proposals
launched on 20 August 2008, the Lead Stakeholdsrnea present at the ESPON
Internal Seminar on 11 December 2008.

TranSMEC — Transnational Support Method for European Cooperation (Total
budget: 150.000 €)

This project will address issues related to a nstrategic steering of INTERREG
projects as well as to aggregating added valuéntb\Wways and means supporting
the conceptualisation of projects and strengthethiegisibility of projects and the
programme as a whole. The stakeholder behind igl{Ras de Calais Regional
Council, the Managing Authority of the INTERREG IMMBNVE Programme).

As no proposal was received for this project follogv the call for proposals
launched on 20 August 2008, the Lead Stakeholdsrnea present at the ESPON

Internal Seminar on 11 December 2008.

The call for proposals including these eight proguecifications was launched on 20
August 2008 and the best proposals were selectedebivonitoring Committee at its
meeting on 8-9 December 2008. Therefore the resspeagptojects could only be started
in 2009 and no actions have been realised in 2008.

Initial Achievements
Output Indicators Baseline Final Target
2007 2008
Number and types of actions realised & number o 20 0 :
of small / medium / large actions
Number of stakeholder / user consultations o 3 0 1
realised
Number of stakeholders / users contacted 0 300 0 164
Achievements
Results Indicators il Final Target
Baseline 9
2007 2008
Number of stakeholders directly involved in the
: : : 0 50 0 29
implementations of the actions
Number of themes, topics and experiments
: ) 0 30 0 9
covered by actions realised
Number of types of specific territories covered 0 20 0 9
by actions realised
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Achievements

. Initial .
Impact Indicators . Final Target
Baseline 2007 2008

Degree of analytical support provided by

targeted actions to a co-operative tackling of NP NP NP NP
territorial development challenges

Extent to which the outcomes of actions

p_rodu_cmg targ_eted ar_1a|y.t|cal deliveries are NP NP NP NP
cited in strategic publications at European,

national and regional level
NI:  Not implemented: The indicator is implemented, ot for the specific year.

NP:  Not applicable: The indicator does not applywvilt never be implemented.
NA: Not available: The indicator is implemented batiydon't know the values yet
for the specific year.

Qualitative analysis

Due to the particular nature of the ESPON 2013 Rmge, i.e. financing research
projects/targeted analyses and the creation ofigetools, this point is not applicable.

3.2.2. Significant problems encountered and measwdaken to overcome them
No significant problems have been encountered.

3.3 Priority 3
3.3.1. Achievement of targets and analysis of theqmress

Information on the physical and financial progressof the priority

1. ESPON Database 2013 Project (Total Budget: 1.3000&)

The ESPON Database 2013 Project aims at buildiggoareferenced database system
with data and information relevant for the ESPONjgxts and themes. The project has
delivered an Inception report, together with a Mamplate on 25 September 2008 and
as a follow-up of this an Annex to the Inceptiopad on 29 November 2009. The
project has also delivered a revised version ofMlap Template and a draft version of
the ESPON Database on 28 November 2009. The prbogstpresented itself and
organised a workshop to familiarize the other ESRf®®jects with the Map Template
and the Database on the ESPON Internal Seminaid ddetember 2008. Finally they
participated in a meeting with ESPON and EUROSTAT2d4 November 2008.

2. Territorial Indicators / Indices and Tools (Total Budget for 2008: 75.000 €)

2a. Territorial Indicators (Budget: 0O €)

As no project was implemented during 2008, no repan be given in this respect
except for the targets set out in the OperationadjiRmme.

2b. Tools (Budget: 75.000 €)

Typology Compilation

The project aims at defining and compiling a sebpérational typologies of regions
that can reflect the types of territories beingpafticular current concern of policy
makers in Europe. The deadline for submitting ttieravas the 26 November 2008 and
the deadline for delivery will be the 15 Januarg@0
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3. Territorial Monitoring System and Reports (Total Budget for 2008: 0 €)
As no project was implemented during 2008, no repan be given in this respect
except for the targets set out in the OperationadiRmme.

4. Targeted Actions for Update of Indicators and Maps(Total Budget for 2008:
30.000 €)

4.a Update of Demography / Migration Typology Map Budget: 10.000 €)

The project aimed at updating the map “ComponehBopulation Development 1996-

1999” of the ESPON 2006 Programme based on recaat alvailable. The services

requested covered data collection, map updatimgreation and territorial dynamics /

trends analysis. In addition, the service provias requested to present the updating

on the occasion of the Open Days 2008, held in d&gs The deadline for submitting

the offer was the 15 September 2008 and they delivéheir report, maps and data

before the deadline of 7 November 2008.

4.b Update of Accessibility Maps on Air and Multimadal Transport (Budget:
20.000 €)
The project aims at updating the maps “Potentiatessibility by Air (2001)” and
“Potential Accessibility, Multimodal (2001)” of theSPON 2006 Programme based on
recent data available. The services requested edwdgita collection, map updating /
recreation and territorial dynamics / trends analyg addition, the service provider
was requested to present the updating on the accasithe Open Days 2008, held in
Brussels. The deadline for submitting the offer whae 15 September 2008 and the
deadline for delivery has been extended from 30&aan2009 to 2 March 2009.

Achievements

Output Indicators Blglstg?ilne Final Target
2007 2008
Number of actions realised 0 20 0 6
Number of new, updated and improved tools
) 0 15 0 2
models, methodologies developed
Number of territorial indicators defined 0 10 0 0
Number of periodic territorial monitoring 0 3 0 0
reports published
Achievements
Results Indicators il Final Target
Baseline g

2007 2008

Number of downloads for support of data and
tools (from the ESPON website) and 0 2000 0 208483
geographical spread of users

Number of downloads for territorial monitoring
reports (from the ESPON website) and 0 500 0 208483
geographical spread of users

! This figure presents the number of web site visit3008.
% This figure presents the number of web site visit3008.
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o Achievements
Initial

Impact Indicators Baseline Final Target

2007 2008

Degree of usefulness (expressed for the
different Scientific Platform components) in the
context of ESPON applied research actions and NP NP NP NP
policy development processes (with levels:
high, medium, low).

Number of ESPON-external documents making

reference to ESPON data, tools or reproducing 0 100 0 4
ESPON maps
NI:  Notimplemented: The indicator is implemented, ot for the specific year.

NP:  Not applicable: The indicator does not applywvilt never be implemented.
NA: Not available: The indicator is implemented batiydon't know the values yet
for the specific year.

Qualitative analysis

Due to different altering priority settings caudgdexternal influencing factor, not all
projects envisaged could be implemented as foreseen

3.3.2. Significant problems encountered and measwdaken to overcome them
No significant problems had to be encountered.

3.4 Priority 4
3.4.1. Achievement of targets and analysis of theqgress

Information on the physical and financial progressof the priority
1. Media and Publications (Total Budget for 2008: 37800 €)

la. Publication and Design (Budget: 250.000 €)

In order to define the ESPON Corporate Identity aaly-Out as basis for

communicating finding of ESPON activities, a Calt Tender (Corporate Identity and
Lay-Out) was launched on 18 December 2008. As fiuftication of the ESPON 2013
Programme, the Territorial Observation No.1 on fiferial Dynamics in Europe:

Trends in Population Development” was published.

1b. Media Bureau and Capitalisation Strategy (Budge 50.000 €)

In order to define the ESPON Capitalisation Strateg advising instrument for Priority
4, a Call for Tender (Capitalisation Strategy) wasnched on 16 December 2008.
Results will be developed from 2009 onwards anantep within the following annual
implementation reports.

1c. Website (Budget: 75.000 €)

In order to adapt the current ESPON Website, dagivirom the ESPON 2006
Programme, to the needs of the ESPON 2013 Progranam€all for Tender
(Webservice and IT Solutions) was launched on 18ebwer 2008. Results will be
developed from 2009 onwards and reported withirfélewing annual implementation
reports.
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2. European Seminars and Workshops (Total Budget for @08: 70.000 €)

2a. Open Seminar, Portoro (Slovenia), 2-3 June 28 (Budget: 40.000 €)

The seminar aimed at exchanging knowledge and ioge@wareness on territorial
development dynamics as well as a sustainable alahded territorial development in
the European Union and its neighbouring countriE35 participants attended the
seminar.

2b. Workshop, Esch-Sur-Alzette (Luxembourg), 2 Apit 2008 (Budget: 15.000 €)
The Workshop on “Territorial Indicators and Inditagned at providing new ideas and
the exchange of experiences with territorial inthess and indices that can support
policy makers in understanding territorial develgmnand determining actions and
projects in line with policy objectives for terntal cohesion. 41 participants attended
the workshop.

2c. Workshop, Esch-sur-Alzette (Luxembourg), 12 Neember 2008 (Budget:
15.000 €)

The workshop on “Monitoring Territorial Dynamicsinaed at exchanging experiences

in understanding structures, trends and scenanitisencing territorial cohesion and

thus monitoring territorial development. 37 papamts attended the workshop.

3. Transnational Networking Activities (Total Budget for 2008: 0 €)

As no project was implemented during 2008, no repan be given in this respect

except for the targets set out in the OperationagRmme.

Initial Achievements
Output Indicators Base?ine Final Target
2007 2008
Number of actions realised 0 30 0 4
Number of European Seminars / workshops 0 14 0 3
realised
Number of Transnational Networking Activities 0 14 0 0
realised
Number of prg—:-ss.relegses and larger and smaller 0 10/12 0 3/1
reports / publications issued
Achievements
: Initial .
Results Indicators - Final Target
Baseline
2007 2008
Num_ber of participants in all European 0 150 0 135
Seminars / Workshops
Average number of participants per seminar 0 30 0 78
event
Number of participants in all Transnational
Networking Activities 0 400 0 0
Average number of participants per action 0 40 0 0
Number of stakeholders reached by mailing 1864 /
lists and by visiting the ESPON website 0 500 0 20848%

® This figure presents the number of newsletter aibsrs as of December 2008.
* This figure presents the number of web site visit3008.
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Achievements

Impact Indicators Initia_l Final Target
P Baseline 9 2007 2008
Degree of capitalisation and increased
awareness achieved among the participants of NP NP NP High
European Seminars/Workshops
Degree of capitalisation and increased
awareness achieved among the participants of NP NP NP NP

Transnational Networking Activities

NI:  Not implemented: The indicator is implemented, ot for the specific year.

NP:  Not applicable: The indicator does not applywvilt never be implemented.

NA: Not available: The indicator is implemented batiydon't know the values yet
for the specific year.

Qualitative analysis

Due to different altering priority settings caudgdexternal influencing factor, not all
projects envisaged could be implemented as foreseen

3.4.2. Significant problems encountered and measwséaken to overcome them
No significant problems had to be encountered.

3.5 Priority 5
3.5.1. Achievement of targets and analysis of theqgress

Information on the physical and financial progressof the priority

Initial Achievements
Output Indicators Baseline Final Target
2007 2008

Number of Monitoring Committee meetings NI 14 1 2
Number of CC meetings organised NI 14 2 4
Number of Internal ESPON seminars NI 14 1 1
Number of ECP meetings NI 14 0 3
Number of events for potential and selected beizeias NI 14 0 3
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. Achievements
: nitial '
Results Indicators Baseline Final Target
2007 2008
Number of on-the-spot-checks showing no significant NI 95 0 0
results
Number of participants in Internal ESPON semihars NI 2500 0 118
Numbgr of participants in information events for NI 400 0 392
potential beneficiaries
Numpe!r of participants in information events foleséed NI 100 0 42
beneficiaries
Volume of mailing list NI 1000 1442 2894
Quality of process Igunchmg projects in the light NI High NI NI
programme evaluations
Initial Achievements
Impact Indicators Baseline Final Target
2007 2008
Level of importance of audit finding as reported in NI Low NP NP
Annual audit report
Degree of satisfaction with information, servicesl a .
support provided to the MC, ECP and partners NI High NP NI
Degree of satisfaction of potential partners whté t . L7
information given on ESPON NI High NI High
NI:  Notimplemented: The indicator is implemented, ot for the specific year.

NP:  Not applicable: The indicator does not applywvilt never be implemented.
NA: Not available: The indicator is implemented batiydon't know the values yet

for the specific year.

Qualitative analysis

The technical assistance activities focused onemphting and monitoring the

operations.

These tasks were implemented by the Coordinatiahitlits role of support to the

ESPON Managing Authority.

The ESPON Coordination Unit focused its work onftiilowing elements:

- Support to Member States in setting up MS dutiegatds the implementation
of the ESPON 2013 Programme such as signatureeoAgneement with the
MA, setting up of the %L Level Financial Control, appointment of MC and ECP

members etc.;

® The Internal ESPON seminars are paid under thdddyget and therefore indicated in this table. Open
ESPON seminars are included in the table for thgt&l&sation Strategy on page 18.

® The following mailing lists are included: EC Repeatations to MS, ECP Members, EU Delegations in
the World, Lead & Project Partners, MC Members, et Others, Newsletter Subscribers, Participants

of Events, Stakeholders.

" Based on the evaluation of the Info Day and Pai@afe’ as well as the Financial Managers Seminar

(see point 5.1.3).
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- Organisation and support of Monitoring Committee etmgys and
implementation of the MC decisions;

- Setting up of procedures for the programme managemk operations and
programme monitoring at different levels;

- Drafting of the Management and Control systems rijetsmn;
- Coordination activities with the Managing and Cgitig Authorities;

- Support to the Group of Auditors for the implemeioia of the 29 Financial
Control level;

- Support to the Concertation Committee and draftihgroject specifications for
operations;

- Preparation and organisation of the first callsgosposals and expressions of
interests as well as of the related evaluationrofegt proposals and expression
of interests;

- Contracting of the first approved operations andimaoing their first progress
in assessing inception and interim reports;

- Elaboration of the first programme publication;
- Organisation and running of ECP meetings;
- Organisation of the ESPON Internal Seminar;

- Communicate the programme results and aims ati@sseir events during the
year.

3.5.2. Significant problems encountered and measwédaken to overcome them

During the implementation phase of the ESPON 20tgfamme and due to the fact
that the budgetary unit of the Managing Authoritysaas the Certifying Authority of the
Programme, new procedures were required in ordensare the separation of functions
of those two bodies.

In consequence, the ESPON 2013 Programme coulgrooéss any payment towards
beneficiaries or service providers until July 2008.

During that period, the hosting institution of BEPON Coordination Unit, th€entre

de Recherche Public Henri Tudearas asked to cover all expenditures related to the
functioning the programme and was refunded duitegaiutumn 2008.

4. Technical Assistance

The Technical Assistance budget for the ESPON 2Bi@gramme is structured
according to 14 budget lines. The budget lines @ tave a year allocation which is
decided by the Monitoring Committee every year,levfor the budget lines 10 to 14 a
total financial allocation have been approved by Monitoring Committee for the
entire programming period.

The technical assistance running costs (BL 1, B and 9) are usually born by the
hosting institution of the ESPON Coordination Uaiid are then reimbursed by the
Managing Authority at a later stage.

The tables below provide information on the finahdmplementation of technical
assistance actions and represent expenditure @ttbgr the Managing Authority which
has not been certified yet according to Articleof®&egulation 1080/2006 and therefore
not yet recorded as Programme expenditure.
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The following table shows the TA budget lines Ottor the year 2007 as approved by

the Monitoring Committee:
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The following table shows the TA budget lines Ottor the year 2008 as approved by
the Monitoring Committee:
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The following table shows the TA budget lines 101&b for the period 2007-2013 as
approved by the Monitoring Committee:
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5. Information and publicity

The Communication Plan for the ESPON 2013 Programvas approved by the
ESPON Monitoring Committee on %#3November 2007. On 7 March 2008 the
Communication Plan, which includes the Action Pfan 2008, was submitted for
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approval to the European Commission in accordandé the Article 3 of the
Commission Regulation (EC) No 1828/2006.

On 20 May 2008 the European Commission confirmed the document contains all
obligatory elements and meets all of the requirdmenthe Article 2 (2); as a result,
the Communication Plan was accepted.

5.1 Publicity and Communications Activity undertakéo December 2008

Publicity and Communications activity during 2008ncbe distinguished between
information and communication actions, such as diegelopment of the ESPON
website, and targeted activities and actions tg k&tekeholders (potential and final
beneficiaries, policy makers and practitioners, egah public) fully informed and
engaged throughout the development of the ESPON R@dgramme.

5.1.1 Information and Communication Actions

Programme Manual

The Programme Manual is a beneficiaries’ handbedich gives a detailed picture of
the priorities, their background and objectiveswadl as expected outputs, results and
impacts, the principles for applying, assessingjuating, approving, monitoring of the
projects. The relevant sections related to thescllt proposals for Priority 1 and
Priority 2, which were launched in January 2008;ehbeen finalised and approved by
the MC.

The document was disseminated at the launch of treund of Calls to the potential
beneficiaries and published at the ESPON Webditeas also regularly updated and
completed with relevant information as follows: jea eligibility criteria, application
procedure, project management and administrationje@@ monitoring and publicity
and information activities.

Applicants’ package

The applicants’ package was as well completed pher opening of the calls and
regularly updated and completed with the followdwruments: application form, copy
of the Operational Programme, copy of the PrograrMaaual and of the Regulation
providing the legal framework for the ESPON 2018ded operations.

Programme database

During 2008 work was underway to develop the progre database; a tool to
processing and storing information about the ptsjemd the priorities which will be
the main source for both quantitative and qualitatiata on projects implementation
and achievement. The database will be completadglftirst half 2009.

Newsletters

During 2008 three Newsletters have been elabomtelddisseminated via the mailing
list and the ESPON Website. The Newsletters tadyetainly the launch of the calls; in

addition, information on events for potential beciefies as well as for stakeholder was
provided.
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The first Newsletter, dated July, provided thedwling information:

the stakeholder consultation on applied reseammds;

the launch of three calls for proposals opened aguat 2008 and the event
“Info Day and Partner Cafe™;

the results of the Open Seminar “Territorial chadjes and cooperation in a
wider Europe” that took place in Slovenia on June;

the announcement related to the vacancy for nenega;

the ESPON Map on World Trade.

The second one, dated September, provided thevialipinformation:

the launch of three calls for proposals opened aguat 2008 and the event
“Info Day and Partner Cafe™;

the ESPON “Partner Cafe™;

the report of the stakeholder consultation;

the announcement about the Workshop at the Opers RA98 — European
Week of Regions and Cities;

the ESPON Map on Migrants in the EU,;

the ESPON 2013 Audit Strategy, officially approvdy the European

Commission on 16 September.

The last one, dated October, provided the follovirigrmation:

announcement of the Workshop “Monitoring Territbidyynamics”;
the overview of the Calls launched during the year;

the ESPON Map “EU energy prices and self-sufficygnc

the announcement of the Call for Tender “Typologyr@ilation”;
the update overview of the ESPON Partner Café.

The number of recipients of the Newsletters, whias 1.457 by December 2007, on
December 2008 rose 10864

ESPON Newsletter - Subscribers’ development (timeline)

1900 1864
1850 18

1800 1776

1750
1700
1650 1627

1600 1559
1550 1513

1500 1 1457
1450

1400

Website www.espon.eu/ESPON2013

Between December 2007 and January 2008 the ESPORI&drated the first simple
version of the relevant sections of the websiteepdgrgeting potential beneficiaries and
the general public with the aim of ensuring clastyd visibility for the Programme.
This version test phase had been made availabi@eoiefore the launch of the
Programme and the first calls for proposals andesgion of interest. A call for tender
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was launched late 2008 under Priority 4 dealindpWiapitalisation; the service provider
will be selected in 2009 in order to launch a néSPBN 2013 Website.

Regular updating of the website was continuouslyedby the CU. The website was
constantly filled with relevant information and dain e.g. ongoing activities and calls
for proposals, as well as facts and figures admiptogramme and its implementation.

The website contains an introduction to the Prognam the European Policy
Development Framework (that includes relevant liniks European processes and
Institutions), background documentation, Calls &edders, Projects (that is also used
to publicise the list of beneficiaries, the namégmwjects, and the amount of public
funding allocated to the operations), Transnatiétraject Groups, Events, Publications,
Programme governance details and documentatiomrniation on applying and
managing projects, information for the media, cont@etails for the CU, MA, MC
Members, ECPs.

In the period January-December 2008, more thanORO8visits were counted on the
Website. This figure represents a slight increasgmilar figure for 2007 (116.947).

Media

The main objective of the media activities in 20085 to raise awareness of the ESPON
2013 Programme, to communicate the findings ancease the knowledge about the
Programme, to the benefit to policy makers, stakidre, and potential beneficiaries as
well as the general public. Media activities catrait during 2008 by the Coordination
Unit included collecting contacts, preparing pressleases and contacting
press/institutions to encourage involvement anseaignation of findings and activities.

Some outcomes of the media activities for 2008ERummarized as follows:

The CU elaborated and disseminated 5 press releasedy targeting the general
public, the potential beneficiaries and the relévaredia: (1) on January at the
official launch of the Programme and the first ga(l) on May to inform about the
Open Seminar “Territorial Challenges and Cooperatina Wider Europe”, (3) on
June after the Open Seminar, (4) on June for tBalteeof the “Europe in the
World” Report, (5) on September at the launch & $econd round of calls. The
Press Releases were also published online at tHfeONSWebsite/Press and
disseminated via the European  Commission  PressroctRapid”
http://europa.eu/rapid/

08/05/2008, reference MEMO/08/292, Press Releaseebthe seminar in Slovenia. Language: EN.
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.doaete=MEMO/08/292&format=HTML&aged=0&
language=EN&guiLanguage=en
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24/06/2008, reference MEMO/08/431, Press Reledseth seminar in Slovenia. Languages: EN,
FR, DE, ES.
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.domefe=MEMO/08/431&format=HTML&aged=0&
language=EN&guiLanguage=en

27/06/2008, reference MEMO/08/456, Press releaseojte in the World” Report. Languages: EN,
FR, DE, ES.
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.dotefeMEMO/08/456&format=HTML&aged=0&
language=EN&guiLanguage=en

16/09/2008, reference MEMO/08/568, Press releade@md of calls. Languages: EN, FR, DE, ES.
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.dotnefeMEMO/08/568&format=HTML&aged=0&
language=EN&quiLanguage=en

The Parliament Magazine's “Regional Review”,
(http://www.theparliament.com/parliament-magazimpeiblished an interview
relating to the “Europe in the World” Report, th8FFON Workshop at Open Days
in Brussels and the ESPON 2013 Programme as well.

Printed
edition,

The Parament Magazine's P
EDROPES REGI

Positioning Europe
S in the world

issue 10,

October
2008

Online
edition

THE EUROPEAN
PUBLIC AFFAIRS
DIRECTORY

2009

Announcements have been covered also by the Europemmission DG Regio
website (languages: EN, FR, DE, ES, IT, PL) and OREGIO newsletters
(http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/newsro@a European languages):

10/01/2008, launch of the Programme and fér§1/02/2008, launch of the Programme and f;irst
- calls for proposals and expression of interest calls for proposals and expression of interest
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EU regions sharing excellence
February 2008, the

REGIO Newsletter: latest issue now online

REGIO Newsletter: latest issue now online

Regional Funds score in British "Oscars™
™ "

What do Europeans think of Cohesion Policy?

ON Info Day

EU Regional Policy on the MERCOSUR agenda

February 2008, INFOREGIO newsletter,
launch of the Programme and first calls
proposals and expression of interest

for

round of calls

October 2008, INFOREGIO newslettef? 2

ESPON - three calls for proposals now open

Announcements have been covered also by the EUgdw@a (to the United
Nations, to countries in Eastern Europe and Cenisih, Mediterranean and
Middle-East, North-East and South Asia, Africa, thoAmerica, Australia and
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Pacific, South America, Central America and Cardje and the EC
Representations in the EU; by European regions,iaMe@b agencies, European
Programmes and Institutions.

To date, around 60 media “items” have been colttcievering ESPON, consisting
mainly of online articles and dominantly in EC dniv media. Their geographical
distribution covers (due to interest in the Eurapehe World report), the following
areas: Europe, Eastern Europe and Central Asia,itMethean and Middle-East,
North-East and South Asia, Africa, Australia andcif@ North America, Central
America and Caribbean, South America.

External Events

The ESPON CU and the MA participated at the folluyvidifferent major
conferences/events in order to present the ESPQIS P@ogramme and the available
funding opportunities:

Luxembourg (L), 16 Jan 084eeting with the NWE Programme with the aim
of preparing for the support of ESPON in the AnnlNWE event in
Luxembourg later in spring. The event should foars demography and
migration, a topic where ESPON should contributem¥er of participants 8.
Brussels (B), 6 Feb O&U Working Level Meeting on Territorial Cohesion
(NTCCP). Aim to progress the Territorial Agenda aheé first Action Plan
Number of participants: about 40.

Bucharest (RO), 28 Feb 08. Conferenbdational Conference on Territorial
Researchi. The conference aimed at discussing potential estment
opportunity in Romania. The implementation of th®8FON 2013 Programme
was one of the topics. About 150 people attendecttlent.

Brussels (B), 4 March 08European meeting of experts on Territorial
Cohesion Number of participants: about 45.

Brdo (SLO), 18-19 March O08EU Working Level Meeting on Urban
Development & Territorial Cohesion. About 50 people attended the event.
Brdo (SLO), 14-15 May 08Meeting of General Directors responsible for
territorial development. Around 50 people present.

Stresa (1), 23-24 May 08. Conferenc&utoscape 2020: Reframing the future
of the European landscape: Policy visions and resedn support.” The
conference aimed at offering objectives and visidos putting European
landscapes on international and national agendasut?60 people attended the
conference.

Luxembourg (L), 26 May 08Meeting on the Grande Region including a
discussion on the European perspective for devedopi metropolitan region
across borders in the area around Luxemhodigut 20 people attended the
event.

Prague (CZ), 27-30 May 08. ConferencBSA (Regional Studies Association)
Annual International Conference. Regions: The Dilermas of Integration
and Competition”. The event aimed at discussing the conferenagg tfrom
different perspectives. Students, researchers, tijpoaers, policy makers,
attended the conference.

Brussels (B), 29 May 08. Public Hearing EP/Comritten Regional
Development: Follow-up of the Territorial Agenda and the Leipzig Charta
— towards a European action programme for spatial dvelopment and

28



territorial cohesion”. The public hearing — based on input statemenuts fthe
OIR, author of a respective ad-hoc study (AT), ESREU), VATI (HU), and
the City of Leipzig (DE) — aimed at discussing maroendations for actions to
be taken in order to implement the Territorial Adarof the EU and the Leipzig
Charter on Sustainable European Cities. More tfd{hMEPS, experts and the
wider public attended the hearing.

Vienna (A), 29-30 May 08. ConferencAtistrian spatial scenarios 2030 The
conference aimed at taking inspiration from spaBaknarios for Europe
produced by ESPON (motivation and objectives, stenanethod, main
scenario results for Europe, use and lessons ldariore than 150 experts and
the practitioners attended the conference.

Deauville (F), 12-13 June 08Atlantic Arc Commission General Assembly,
aimed at discussing work programme of the comnmssiothe following year
and getting input by some external speakers, iatexr from DG MARE,
ESPON, etc. Around 80 participants attended thateve

Brussels (B), 16-17 June 08. EC DG Regibirst meeting of INFORM
Community network” of Regional Policy communication officers and riieg
of communication officers of the networking prograes (Interreg VIC,
Interact, Urbact and ESPON) in order to speak aboaotmunication plans and
look into the possibility of developing common aities in the field of
information. The meetings aimed at bringing togetb@mmunication officers
from all the Operational Programmes. The main dhjecwas to share
experience and identify ways of improving the agwyalof communication
activities, raise awareness of the benefits of Camity interventions among the
potential beneficiaries and general public and omprthe visibility of EU
funded projects. More than 150 participants attdrttle event.

Paris (F), 20 June O&oordination Meeting No. 2 with the URBACT Il
Team and Pole ManagersThe meeting aimed at developing complementarities
and coordination between the two programmes. AkBuybeople participated to
the meeting.

Brussels (B), 23 June 08. Regione Emilia-Romagnaféence Regional
strategies for policy development in spatial and usan planning’. The
conference aimed at exploring challenges for therofgan territory,
investigating territorial structures and trendsoAbl5 people participated to the
conference.

Brussels (B), 24 June 08. Evertélebrating 20 years of Cohesion Poli¢y
aimed at celebrating the anniversary event. Comamies Hibner welcomed
around 500 invited guests, with President Barraswigding the keynote speech
followed by a panel debate including Commissiondibner and Spidla and
representatives of the other EU institutions.

Paris (F), 30 June 08&rench EU Presidency WG on the future of EU
Cohesion Policy.The aim was to make progress through dialogue wor&ing
document for the Ministerial meeting in Marseilldr in the year. About 50
people participated to the event.

Paris (F), 11 Sept 08/eeting in the French EU PresidencyVG on future of
Cohesion Policy(continuation of preparations mentioned above).ufb 50
participants attended the event.

Brussels (B), 17 Sept 08Seminar on urban-rural linkages enhancing
territorial competitiveness organised by the European Commission, DG Regio.
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The aim was to address the diversity of rural teigs within the EU and their
feasible inter-linkages with urban areas in thémg. Around 150 participants.
Barcelona (ES), 25-26 Sept 08. Workshofpwards an Integrated Urban
Monitoring in Europe”. The aim of the workshop was to make current
activities wider usable for integrated urban assessts by identifying the
synergetic potential on the one side and the gap#ose on the other side. The
target was to bring together stakeholders involwedthe different urban
monitoring activities at the European level. Ab@0tpeople participated to the
workshop.

Paris (F), 30 Sept ONTCCP Meeting related to the European Territorial
Agenda and First Action Plan. ESPON in involvedsiome action lines and
actions by providing evidence and facts for thaqyoprocess. About 50 people
participated to the event. (No slides)

St. Petersburg (RU), 20-21 Oct 08. Conferen8edtegies of Russia 2020
The aim of the conference was to promote ESPOINarRussian context and to
respond positively to the wish from Russia commait@d via DG Regio as part
of the Cooperation Agreement between the EU andsiRuim the field of
regional development. Around 500 participants aktehthe event.

Paris (F), 28 Oct 08Veeting of general Directorspreparing for the Ministerial
meeting in Marseille later in the French EU Pres@e Number of participants:
about 50.

Bucharest (RO), 28-29 Oct. 08. Conferendgorpetitiveness and Territorial
Cohesion in South-Eastern and Eastern Euroge The aim of the conference
was to understand the concept of “territorial cad@sin order to see how it can
become reality through means of territorial develept strategies, common
interest programmes and projects. The conferersterabrked the launch of the
public consultation process, at national level,tié Strategic Concept for
Territorial Development Romania 2030. Around 40peattended the event.
Brussels, 6 Nov 08.Sea-Bed Mapping for the European Maritime Policy.
The aim of the event was to discuss the contributib sea-bed mapping to
important European policy initiatives (e.g. offskoenergy development,
fisheries management, shipping, environmental ptime, spatial planning).
The target was to bring high-level policy makersl &ey researchers together.
Number of participants: about 40.

Marseille (F), 26 Nov 08Ministerial meeting of ministers responsible for
regional policy and territorial development Number of participants: about 70.
Brussels (B), 2 Dec 08. European Parliament - RE®Mmmittee Public
Hearing EP on Territorial Cohesion’”. Number of participants: about 60.
Brussels (B), 18 Dec 08. EESCECO section meeting aimed at presenting
scenarios on the territorial future of Europe. Nembf participants: about 60.

5.1.2 Targeted Activities and Actions

363 participantsvere counted in the 4 events organised in 200Barframework of the
Communication Plan: the Launch Event in January2 (p@rticipants), the Q&A
sessions for potential beneficiaries in Februar® f(articipants), the Info Day and
Partner Cafe” in September (108 participants) aedFinancial Managers Seminar in
October (42 participants).
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ESPON 2013 Programme launch event

The Launch Event, which was the biggest one oredriis 2008, took place in Brussels
on 21 January; it was aimed at launching the foat for proposals and call for
expression of interests and informing stakeholdéut the Programme, its focus, and
opportunities to apply for funding.

The target group were potential beneficiaries amerésted stakeholders who wanted to
learn more about the different opportunities fiirig part in project activities. Detailed
information on the ESPON 2013 Operational Programthe opened calls, the
conditions to access the funding and any othewaeleinformation were provided. 182
participants were counted.

Q&A sessions for potential beneficiaries

Following the launch of the calls, the ESPON Coaoagation Unit organised on 26
February a Question & Answer session for potergllicants to the calls under the
Programme’s Priority 1, 2 and 3. 32 people paraétgg to the event.

Info Day and Partner Cafe’

The second round of calls for proposals was presentBrussels on 9 September 2008.
Potential beneficiaries were invited to the evamtorder to learn more about the
opportunities for taking part in ESPON project atigs. More than 100 participants

attended the event, amongst them policy makerenssis, experts, representatives of
European universities and officials at EU, natipnagional and local level. The

ESPON Info Day focused on the presentation of lineet calls for proposals opened on
20 August 2008 and the conditions for taking part.

In addition to the ESPON Info Day, participants hlae opportunity to network at the

ESPON Partner Café, a forum for direct dialoguevbeh potential project partners,

enabling them to identify potential Transnationabject Groups, the consortia of

partners that carry through ESPON projects.
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Financial Managers Seminar

The ESPON CU organised on 3 October one semingettag the Lead Partners and
Project Partners of the approved operations. Tieinse allowed for an extensive
clarification of the role of the Lead Partner inEBRDF funded operation. More than 30
people participated to the event, representingnfird managers of Lead and Project
Partners of 6 ESPON projects approved in the framnlewf the first call for proposals
for Priority 1 and 3.

Promotional material

During 2008 work was underway to define the ESPQixpGrate Identity and Lay-Out,
a clear and consistent visual identity for the Paogme. A Call for Tender was
launched on 18 December 2008. In the meanwhilefollewings materials were
produced and disseminated during the annual ev@ysrational Programme Book,
Applicants™ Package, and Info Pack.

5.1.3 Evaluation of events

With the aim of (1) verifying whether or not thejettives set at the beginning of the
action were achieved; (2) determining whether drthe organisation and the content of
the action met the needs and expectations of tigetta(3) facilitating learning from
experience, thereby making it possible to adjushodify future actions; (4) providing
guantitative and qualitative information which da@ used in reports, in newsletters or
transmitted to the media as press releases, th® ESRJ monitored and evaluated the
implementation of the Info Day and Partner Cafed tre Financial Managers Seminar.
The evaluation was based on brief questionnaire thadresults showed a positive
assessment of the events.

Info Day and Partner Cafe’
A total of 55 questionnaires were completed. TH®¥ong are the salient points of the
results:
65% of the respondents claimed that the onlinestegion process is simple;
37% of the respondents had been informed abouevbat through the direct
mailing, 35% through the ESPON Website, 13% the @®$FContact Points,
(other sources indicated: European Agenda, Euro@eammission DG Regio -
Inforegio website, European Commission Represemsitito Member States’
websites);
87% claimed that the duration of the event was@pjte;
there was good level of satisfaction with the orgation:
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A4. How satisfied are you with the organisation?
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Quality of the overall

Logistical organisation and
organisation

Organisation of debates and
interventions venue

‘DVery good O Good O Satisfactory @ Unsatisfactory

and the content:
B. How satisfied are you with the contentof the ev  ent?
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27
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Selection of topics Quality of the slides Quality of the debates and General assessment of the
presented the interventions event

‘D Very good O Good O Satisfactory @O O Unsatisfactory @ ‘

Among the strong point given, the speakers andectst the networking
opportunities were mostly claimed. Among the wealkpgiven, the majority of
responded claimed problems with technical equipment

Financial Managers Seminar
A total of 30 questionnaires were completed. TH®¥ong are the salient points of the

results:
73% of the respondents claimed that the registrgifocess is simple;

87% claimed that the duration of the event was @pjte;
there was good level of satisfaction with the orgation:
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A3. How satisfied are you with the organisation?

o
b4
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‘ O Very good O Good O Satisfactory O Unsatisfactory

and the content;

B. How satisfied are you with the contentoftheev  ent?
0
o o
3 3 o
12
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Selection of topics Quality of the slides Information provided General assessment of the
presented event
‘I:l Very good O Good O Satisfactory O O Unsatisfactory @ ‘

Among the strong point given, the speakers andetisit the organisation, the
contents/topics and the networking opportunitiesewmostly claimed. Among
the weak point given, the majority of respondedinotal organisational
problems (lack of coffee, no hand out of slidesobefeminar or at the seminar).
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