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3 – European accessibility, economy and migration

In total, 61% of the regions appears to be in a double 
positive or double negative situation, i.e. they have an 
above average accessibility and in-migration or they 
show below average accessibility and out-migration. 
This confirms the existence of a link between acces-
sibility and migration. However, as correlation be-
tween these two variables (0.14) is not that high, the 
interpretation of these conclusions must include other 
factors of explanation. 

For distinct group of regions, four main findings should 
be drawn:

•	 More than 2/5 of the European regions (41%) 
reveal a potential accessibility that is above 
average and at the same time in-migration (dark 
blue). These regions are mainly grouped in the 
centre of Europe, however, some large areas can 
also be found outside this centre in the north of 
Italy and the core area of the United Kingdom, as 
well as some more scattered regions in France 
and Sweden. Most capital cities outside the core 
area do not have this double positive situation 
but often one or more neighbouring regions that 
fall into this category. This situation is true in 
almost half of the European capital cities, in 
Paris, London, Bruxelles/Brussel, Lisboa, Madrid, 
Roma, Ljubljana, Budapest, Bratislava, Praha, 
Berlin, København and Warsaw, indicating a sig-
nificant level of sub-urbanisation. 

•	 More than 1/3 of the regions (34%) have acces-
sibility below average and at the same time a 
positive in-migration (dark green). These regions 
are located throughout the entire Europe, how-
ever slightly less in the Eastern part. Apparently, 
this category of regions manages to attract 
people despite a low level of potential accessibil-
ity. The interesting question is whether attractive-
ness factors here are particular urban or nature 
qualities and/or based on types of investments 
different to traditional ones? 

  

•	 1/5 of the European regions (20%) are in a 
double negative situation facing both low acces-
sibility and net out-migration (light green). These 
regions are mainly located in the Eastern part 
of Europe, although these regions can also be 
found in the far North of Europe, the North of 
France and in the South of Italy.

•	 A small number of regions (5%, light blue) are 
facing net out-migration despite the fact that 
their potential accessibility is above average. 
These regions are mainly found in the core of 
Europe. This trend of out-migration despite high 
accessibility can be due to different reasons, 
such as border migration (along the borders of 
the Netherlands), suburbanisation (London, Par-
is, Budapest and the Dutch Randstad), classic 
urbanisation (Middle-East of Germany) and/or by 
declining industries (such as in parts of Northern 
France). 

In summary, in 61% of European regions net migra-
tion is closely linked to potential accessibility. How-
ever, other factors are influencing the migration flows 
and need consideration by the individual regions. Im-
proving the potential accessibility of a place will not 
by automatically provide a positive effect on migration. 
Complementary actions to traditional infrastructure 
improvements have to be considered to support the 
attractiveness of these places. 
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Interested in ESPON?

The ESPON 2013 Programme is part-financed by 
the European Regional Development Fund, the EU 
Member States and the Partner States Iceland, 
Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland. It shall 
support policy development in relation to the aim of 
territorial cohesion and a harmonious development 
of the European territory. 

ESPON shall support Cohesion Policy development 
with European-wide comparable information, 
evidence, analyses and scenarios on framework 
conditions for the development of regions, cities 
and larger territories. In doing so, it shall facilitate 
the mobilisation of territorial capital and develop-
ment opportunities, contributing to improving 

European competitiveness, to the widening and 
deepening of European territorial cooperation and 
to a sustainable and balanced development. The 
Managing Authority responsible for the ESPON 
2013 Programme is the Ministry of Sustainable 
Development and Infrastructures of Luxembourg. 


