A sustainable integrated and secure transport policy
(connectivity and access)

The four projects presented preliminary and also expected results, which were recognised as useful for policy making. 
The following key remarks were made by participants: 
· For the large range of accessibility indicators, systematically organised by subjects and geographic scales, it was discussed the importance that policy makers know their context and their limitations, as well as their cross-thematic implications.
· For the valuation and management of the assets of the sea it was mentioned that each sea has its own uniqueness and complexity as well as land-sea interactions, but an overall understanding of them is needed. 
· For defining, conceptualising, measuring and evaluating services of general interest it was considered important to bridge the gap between the national context and the way it is addressed in the European cohesion policy. 
· Geographical specific regions are often considered to be handicapped by their territorial specificity. Identifying the existing interactions and complementarities between these and all other regions will help finding their development opportunities. 
The policy makers in the session on transport policy expressed their needs to:
· Have more P2 projects to increase the participation of local and regional stakeholders in ESPON.
· Have projects with shorter timelines, or more flexibility in some projects allowing to produce just-in-time results, when they are politically required.
· Increase the efforts on communication and dissemination of the results: bring the results to the regions and translate them for the policy makers. 
· Have more local and more specific case studies. Generally speaking, local and place-specific case-studies are useful to balance European analysis.
· Since the interactions between the European Union and neighbouring countries are strategic in many fields (e.g. in relation to demographics and migration, energy, logistics, tourism, etc.) it would be useful to enlarge the map template of ESPON to include Northern African countries (so the full Mediterranean sea) as well as to display former USSR Republics. 
· Interactions between projects have to be encouraged, as has been demonstrated by the workshop. Even if the projects deal with apparently different subjects they all have at least the European and the territorial dimension in common.


The scientists responded to that in twofold:

· Even if the scale of ESPON should remain European, case-studies – often at regional and macro regional level, are already included in most projects. Going further down to local scales seems difficult in the context of ESPON, but collecting and harmonising data and information from place-based cases investigated at local or regional scale may be very useful. 
· Understanding the local scale situation is needed to better understand the implications of EU policies. At the end, all policy is local, if not personal. 

