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Executive Summary 
Among the objectives defined in the framework of the ESPON 2020 Cooperation Programme is 
“Wider Outreach and Uptake of Territorial Evidence” (Specific Objective 4). The overall ESPON 
Outreach Strategy rests on two legs: outreach at European level, and outreach at transnational 
level, support to the latter being the subject of the current service contract. Therefore, 
Transnational Outreach (TNO) activities will be developed by the ESPON European Grouping on 
Territorial Cooperation (EGTC) with support of the TNO consortium, comprised of teams of staff 
members from INOVA+ and from ERRIN, in close collaboration with other ESPON structures, in 
particular the ESPON Monitoring Committee, and the ESPON Contact Points (ECPs). 

The overall purpose of the Transnational Outreach Strategy is to engage closely with existing, and 
new, key stakeholders, namely from government organisations at national, regional and local 
levels, academia and scientists, civil society, and the private sector covering the territory of the 28 
European Member States and the four Partner Countries. To evenly organise the outreach 
activities throughout Europe, four geographical groupings have been defined, with appropriate 
communication channels for transmitting key messages to specific target audiences. TNO activities 
to be implemented also include the organisation of various events in innovative ways, the drafting 
of shorter publications, and language translations. The Transnational Outreach Strategy recognises 
that different priorities and needs will exist in different transnational groupings, and among various 
types of stakeholders, and therefore a needs-assessment process has been launched to 
understand better their expectations, and to collect additional information on stakeholders’ ideas 
about territorial development and policy implementation.  

This document elaborates on the methodology, the results, and the conclusions of the needs-
assessment exercise, performed between January and March 2017. The needs assessment has 
been conducted following a three-step approach consisting of: 1) desk research; 2) an on-line 
questionnaire; 3) telephone interviews. The needs assessment has provided the TNO team with 
valuable input on the current, and future, policy priorities of ESPON stakeholders, on potential 
policy areas requiring further support, and on TNO-preferred activities. This information has been 
complemented with the input gathered during various meetings, held in March 2017, with the ECP 
network and the EGTC. While the present needs assessment represents a key part of the overall 
Transnational Outreach Strategy, and its results will feed into the annual plans, this document does 
not yet provide every answer regarding TNO activities until 2019. The needs assessment is an 
ongoing process. The TNO team will continue to gather input during training sessions, events, and 
other activities, in order to adapt the activities, and to respond to the needs of ESPON 
stakeholders. 



 
 

7 

1 Introduction 
The present document elaborates on the methodology, the results, and the conclusions of the 
needs-assessment exercise performed in the framework of the ESPON Transnational Outreach 
Strategy up to April 2017. The needs assessment has provided the TNO team with in-depth, and 
valuable, insight on the needs, and topics, to be addressed through the outreach activities (events, 
training sessions, and documents) as well as on the types of activities preferred by ESPON 
stakeholders. The results are included in the overall strategy, and form the basis for the 
development of the annual plans, especially the 2017 and 2018 annual plans. The needs 
assessment is key to ensuring that the message addresses the needs of the targeted audience. 
 
Section 2 includes a summary of the overall project, the target groups, and the transnational 
groupings, as defined in the ESPON Transnational Outreach Strategy document. The methodology 
used is presented in section 3, while section 4 describes the results of the different needs-
assessment activities performed, particularly the on-line questionnaire, and the telephone 
interviews, as well as the input gathered from meetings held so far with ESPON stakeholders. 
Lastly, in section 5, the results are synthesised: a first overview of the most interesting topics, and 
potential activities, is presented by transnational grouping, including a preliminary overview of 
potential activities and topics for 2017. The survey questions, the interview guidelines, and the 
aggregated results of the survey responses, are included as annexes to this document. 
 
The needs assessment has been conducted following a three-step approach consisting of: 1) desk 
research; 2) an on-line questionnaire; and 3) telephone interviews. This information has been 
complemented through input gathered during the ECP (ESPON Contact Points) extraordinary 
meeting, held on 7 March 2017. The needs assessment has highlighted, as some of the most 
pressing topics to be dealt with through TNO activities: transport infrastructure; promotion of small 
and medium enterprises (SMEs); urban challenges (including urban densification); migration; blue 
growth; and Smart Specialisation Strategies. Regarding the types of activities, the need for case 
studies on the uptake of research results, the preference for smaller events, or the potential 
cooperation with other EU territorial cooperation programmes, have been stressed.  
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2 Context and rationale - ESPON Transnational Outreach 
Strategy 

As already mentioned, the Transnational Outreach Strategy is part of the overall ESPON Outreach 
Strategy. It will be developed by the ESPON European Grouping on Territorial Cooperation 
(EGTC), with the support of the TNO consortium (Inova+ and ERRIN), hereafter referred to as the 
‘TNO team’. The TNO team is also working with the ESPON Monitoring Committee, the ESPON 
Contact Points (ECPs), and the ESPON stakeholders. As defined in the ‘Transnational Outreach 
Strategy’ (‘TNO Strategy’) agreed upon with ESPON EGTC, and presented during the ESPON 
Monitoring Committee meeting on 21st March, the TNO activities (events, training, documents and 
posters) aim to achieve the following objectives: 
 

• Translating the outcomes of ESPON research projects into accessible and usable support 
material for policy makers, at national, regional and local levels; 

• Expanding the current group of users, and stakeholders, of ESPON research evidence and 
policy making support; 

• Achieving a better involvement of established ESPON stakeholders, and ESPON ECPs, 
capitalising on their experience and knowledge, at national level, in TNO activities; 

• Increasing the visibility of the ESPON research results and evidence, and their usability in 
the policy processes; 

• Increasing the use of digital documents, and social media dissemination, privileging short, 
high-quality documents, mainly disseminated via on-line tools, with a special attention to 
social media dissemination. 

 
To achieve these objectives, the implementation of the TNO Strategy follows a set of steps, 
extensively described in the ‘Transnational Outreach Strategy’ document (please refer to this 
document for further details): 

• Define target audiences, and their needs for tailor-made research evidence, and for policy 
support; 

• Define key messages, and thematic priorities (based on the needs assessment); 
• Define four geographical groupings, and the respective distribution of TNO activities; 
• Outline appropriate communication channels for transmitting key messages to specific 

target audiences; 
• Draft an indicative plan of TNO activities. 

 
TNO activities will comprise: four (4) conferences at transnational level (75-100 participants, one 
day, several sessions); eight (8) seminars at transnational level (40-50 participants, one day); eight 
(8) workshops at national level (20-25 participants, half to one day); eight (8) training sessions at 
national and/or sub-national level (20-25 participants, half to one day); four (4) e-learning courses 
at transnational level (20-25 participants, half to one day); twelve (12) transnational briefs; eight (8) 
transnational observations; 40/50 posters. 
 
The needs assessment has been run following the target groups and the geographical 
groupings identified, and agreed upon, in the TNO Strategy, e.g. the survey targeted the 
stakeholder groups defined in the Strategy, and its results, are analysed and presented according 
to the defined geographical groupings. For clarification purposes, we include below a summary of 
the target groups and geographical groupings. Please refer to the ‘TNO Strategy’ document for a 
detailed description. 

 



 
 

9 

2.1.1 Target groups 

To be able to define key messages and thematic priorities, and thus organise meaningful activities 
responding to the needs of ESPON stakeholders, the TNO team has performed a first needs 
assessment between January and April 2017. As already explained, the needs-assessment 
process has targeted ESPON stakeholders, as identified in the ESPON TNO Strategy, namely: 
 

• National policymakers and practitioners, responsible for national and regional spatial 
planning, territorial cohesion, European Territorial Cooperation programmes, macro-
regional strategies, and the preparation and implementation of Cohesion Policy. 

• Authorities implementing European Structural and Investment Funding (ESIF) 
programmes. 

• Regional and local policymakers and practitioners, responsible for territorial 
development and planning, and/or involved in cross-border, transnational and macro-
regional cooperation.  

• University academics and scientists, conducting research in the field of territorial and 
regional development and dynamics. 

• The private sector, involved in policy making and research, including private consultancy, 
think-tanks, individual advisors or advisory groups, associations and lobbying organisations 
working in the field of territorial and regional development.  

In addition, secondary target groups will also be addressed:  
• National, regional, and local media; 
• Knowledge multipliers, such as bloggers, journalists, networks, consultants, platforms, 

etc. 

All Transnational Outreach activities (events, training sessions and documents) will be tailor-made 
to the specific policy interests and needs of ESPON stakeholders and target groups, in the 
concerned territories, and will make use of the evidence produced through the activities within the 
applied research and targeted analysis, as well as the monitoring activities and tools. 

 

2.1.2 Transnational groupings 

Lastly, it is worth recalling that the implementation of the needs assessment builds on the 
geographical classification established in the TNO Strategy. Indeed, to ensure a balanced and 
effective European-wide geographical coverage of the TNO activities, four geographical groupings 
have been defined regarding the allocation of the specific activities. This will allow themes and 
topics to be adapted and tailored to the specific interests and demands, among target 
groups/stakeholders, in each transnational grouping. The division of ESPON geographical 
transnational groupings builds on “ESPON 2013 On The Road” project1

• Group I, Central Europe: Austria, Czech Republic, Germany, Liechtenstein, Poland, 
Hungary, Slovakia, Slovenia and Switzerland. 

.  

• Group II, Northern Europe: Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway 
and Sweden. 

                                                      

1Considering that not all the ESPON countries were part of the above-mentioned project, the missing 
countries have been added to the corresponding grouping, based on geographical proximity and on territorial 
context. Moreover, notwithstanding this, the geographical coverage of the TNO activities will be flexible and 
will be adapted (upon specific and motivated request) to the specific needs and demands of the target groups. 
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• Group III, Western Europe: Belgium, France (including the five French overseas 
departments of Guadeloupe, French Guiana, Martinique, La Réunion, Mayotte, and the 
French overseas territory of Saint-Martin), Ireland, Luxembourg, Netherlands and United 
Kingdom. 

• Group IV, Southern Europe: Bulgaria, Cyprus, Croatia, Italy, Greece, Malta, Portugal 
(including the Madeira and Azores), Romania and Spain (including the Canary Islands). 

 

 
Map 1: Four transnational groupings of European countries 

 



 
 

11 

3 Needs-assessment methodology 
To be able to define key messages and thematic priorities, and thus to organise meaningful 
activities responding to the needs of ESPON stakeholders, the TNO team has conducted a needs 
assessment between January and March 2017.The aim of the needs-assessment process has 
been better to understand and to collect additional information on stakeholders’ requirements and 
ideas regarding territorial development, regional, and urban policies. Additionally, the process has 
provided the TNO team with relevant information about the needs for research evidence and policy 
support, as well training gaps, and desired collaboration opportunities. The assessment and 
analysis of the needs of the target groups served to complete information gaps, and to detail 
activities and principles described in the overall implementation strategy.  

The needs assessment is based on a three-step approach: 

• Step 1: Desk research 
• Step 2: On-line questionnaires 
• Step 3: Telephone interviews 

 
Whereas this exercise has already provided the TNO team with valuable information to develop the 
TNO overall strategy, it is important to highlight that the needs analysis represents an on-going 
process. Beyond those three steps, the need assessment will continue gathering inputs during all 
the events and training sessions organised, both during the events themselves, as part of the 
discussion, and using the event follow-up process (i.e. evaluation form). In this way, the need 
assessment results will be kept up-to-date, continuously providing useful feedback for the next 
annual plan. In this regard, the present document also draws on the input provided by ESPON 
EGTC, and ECPs, during the ECP extraordinary meeting held in March.  

The needs assessment covered all primary target groups, and the four geographical transnational 
groupings identified in the ESPON TNO Strategy (see section 2 above and refer to the Strategy 
document for further details). Thanks to this, the TNO team has been able to collect information, 
views, and agreement, on: major information and training gaps; desired collaboration opportunities; 
specific communication objectives; and preferable media / communication formats, from all the 
ESPON EU Member States and partner countries. The needs assessment targeted stakeholders’ 
representatives from the following groups, as defined above: 

• ESPON Contact Points (ECPs), and ESPON Monitoring Committee members; 
• National policymakers, and practitioners, responsible for territorial cohesion, European 

Territorial Cooperation programmes, macro-regional strategies, and Cohesion Policy 
preparation / implementation at national level; 

• Authorities implementing European Structural and Investment Funding (ESIF) 
programmes; 

• Regional and local policy makers, and practitioners, responsible for territorial development 
and planning, and/or involved in cross-border, trans-national and macro-regional 
cooperation; 

• University academics and scientists doing research in the field of territorial and regional 
development and dynamics; 

• The private sector involved in policy-making and research. 

 

3.1 Survey 

While desk research is a good instrument to look for general information about the ESPON 2020 
Cooperation programme, its target groups, and the research evidence produced so far, the TNO 
team ran a survey to understand better the needs of the above-mentioned target groups with 
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respect to the ESPON Transnational Outreach Strategy. The TNO ESPON survey aimed to collect 
detailed information about the target groups’ needs in terms of the uptake of research results into 
the policy processes.  

The main objective of the survey was to understand better the needs of stakeholders concerning 
the provision, and use in policy terms, of pan-European territorial evidence. At the same time, the 
survey tried to understand, and to map, how research evidence has been used within policy-
making processes, and to use identified best practices to show-case in TNO events and overall 
activities. Additionally, the survey seeks the views of the previously-mentioned stakeholders on 
their current policy priorities, future policy processes, and research evidence needs. 
 
The survey contained questions targeted at policy makers, and their roles and activities, while other 
questions focused on researchers’ views, and the elaboration of research evidence. Finally, some 
questions were restricted to ESPON Contact Points, to collect their views and experiences on the 
type of outreach activities that would better suit their organisational needs at national / regional / 
local levels. 
 
The survey was drafted with the support and agreement of the ESPON EGTC. Four sets of 
questions were included under four different sections: 
 

• Contact information: this section included demographic information, and details about the 
organisations represented.  

• Current policy priorities: this section investigated the national policy priorities, and the 
respective agendas or action plans, for social, economic and territorial development.  

• Policy support: this section focused on the needs for policy support, and on the most 
useful topics in the policy-learning process, and exchanges between countries. The 
responses from this section will also help to define the geographical coverage of the 
outreach activities, and the best timing for organising a specific activity in a certain country.  

• Future policy processes: this section included questions to understand better the 
upcoming policy processes, their timing, and the type of evidence support needed. 

• National / transnational territorial research evidence: this section identified possible 
research evidence, produced at the national or transnational level, and how it was used in 
the policy-making process. 

• Types of outreach activities: this section, restricted to ESPON Contact Points, inquired 
about the type of support in terms of outreach activities, types of events, types of training, 
and potential cooperation opportunities, with other EU / national / regional programmes. 

 
Additionally, the survey examined the potential, and best timing, of the policy process, to align 
more effectively the TNO strategy with national, and regional, policy processes. 
 
Overall, the ESPON Transnational Outreach survey, carried out on-line, in English, with the support 
of the Survey Monkey tool2

 
, comprised 22 questions and can be found in Annex 1.  

The input provided by the survey responses plays a key role in serving the design and 
implementation of more effective outreach activities, and to support more tailor-made territorial 
evidence, in line with policy priorities, and linked to future policy processes.  
 
                                                      

2https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ESPON-transnational-outreach 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ESPON-transnational-outreach�
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Survey dissemination 
The agreed approach for dissemination of the needs-assessment survey was multi-channel, 
capitalising on the networks of contacts, and stakeholder databases, of the various parties involved 
(TNO team, i.e. INOVA+ and ERRIN, but also ESPON EGTC and ECPs). The survey was 
disseminated to contacts among the following groups: 

• ESPON Contact Points (ECPs); 
• ESPON Monitoring Committee Members (MC); 
• National, regional, and local policymakers and practitioners, responsible for territorial 

cohesion, ETC programmes, macro-regional strategies, and Cohesion Policy preparation 
and implementation, at national levels, from the 28 Member States, and the four Partner 
States; 

• Authorities implementing ESI Funding programmes; 
• University academics and researchers, in the field of territorial and regional development 

and dynamics, from the 28 Member States, and the four Partner States; 
• Private sector players involved in policy making and research; 
• Regions, and their stakeholders’ regional offices, members of ERRIN, EURADA, METREX, 

AER and other networks. 

The survey was disseminated through the following channels: 
• Mass mailing: the first mass mailing (using the MailChimp tool) was sent out on 2017-01-

31 to about 1800 contacts (including ESPON Contact Points and Monitoring Committee, as 
well as to other target groups listed above). The first reminder was sent on the 2017-02-07, 
while a second reminder was sent out on the 2017-02-14. 

• Publication on social media: a post about the survey was posted in LinkedIn, and on 
Twitter 

• Dissemination via the INOVA+ and ERRIN networks 
• Dissemination channels managed by ESPON EGTC.  

 
In total, 145 survey responses were collected, from more than 20 EU countries. The main 
analysis of the replies is presented in section 4, while the aggregated results are available in Annex 
3. 

 

3.2 Interviews 

In-depth interviews have been used in support of the needs-analysis processes, to complement the 
survey data. A first set of interviews took place in March, after a preliminary analysis of the survey 
responses to develop more incisive questions, and to focus on the key issues. 

The objective of the interviews was to complement, and explore further, the results of the survey, 
going into more detail in some questions, but also allowing the interviewee to explain in more depth 
his/her opinion. Thirteen telephone interviews were conducted. The interviewees were selected by 
applying the following criteria: 

• A sample from the survey respondents (seven to eight people), covering all the target 
groups; 

• Additional stakeholders, who did not participate in the survey, covering all the target 
groups.  

Two different sets of 13 questions were prepared, and used, depending on the profile of the 
interviewee. The questions are listed in the interview guidelines in Annex 2. For reasons of 
efficiency, the working language of most interviews was English, but in some specific cases the 
TNO team also used other languages to facilitate engagement with interviewed stakeholders. 
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4 Results of the needs assessment 

4.1 Results of the survey 

This section presents the main results of the survey, and the most relevant findings for the 
development of the TNO strategy.  

The survey, running from the 31st January to the 27th February, gathered 145 replies, of which 117 
were usable. The responses come from 28 countries, presented in Figure 1, and were grouped into 
four geographical categories to guarantee sufficiently large samples in the analysis. The southern 
Europe grouping is very well represented (44%), while the central grouping appears to be less 
represented in the survey responses (12%). The Western and the Northern groupings each 
received 22% of the survey responses. Four ESPON countries did not yield replies: Malta, Ireland, 
Liechtenstein and Slovakia. 

Figure 1: Responses by country representation. 

 

 

In terms of organisation, a significant part of the responses came from regional and local 
authorities, followed by National Government Organisations, and universities, as shown in Figure 2 
(next page). This result shows that there is an increasing interest, and a growing need, from 
regional and local authorities in receiving support from ESPON.  
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Figure 2: Type of organisation 

 

Most of the survey respondents provided information about the existence of a Strategy / Action 
plan concerning Economic, Social and Territorial Cohesion in their own country, and based on this, 
about 50 respondents added the title and a short description.  

Looking at the Social and Territorial Cohesion Policy Priorities, it is possible to highlight six main 
priorities, as shown in Figure 3. 

Figure 3: Main Social and Territorial Cohesion Policy Priorities 
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32 

34 

35 

38 

54 

Other 

Research projects outputs 

Policies 

Policy evaluation reports (e.g. cost-benefit analysis) 

Support instruments for policy formulation and 
implementation 

Best practices in uptake of research results into the 
policy making process 

Transport, support to SMEs, local integrated development and competitiveness, seem to play a 
major role in the respondents’ views, thus indicating that the ESPON TNO activities should focus 
on specific topics under these macro-areas. 

In terms of policy questions, that require further support and research evidence to improve the 
quality of implementation and development, about 50 respondents identified a need for support, 
and specified the topics (the full list is available in Annex 3). Policy questions that require further 
support focus on the following areas: 

• Urbanisation and urban issues, including: smart cities, spatial patterns of digital economy, 
value of smart cities technologies, and how smart cities can help in facing urban challenges; 
urban regeneration, particularly in deprived neighbourhoods urban sprawl, urban functional 
areas delimitation and their role in governance and sustainable urbanisation; 

• Rural-urban interactions and integrated rural-urban strategies including the challenge of 
shrinking population, de-population and demographic change in rural areas; 

• Blue growth and maritime spatial planning, particularly land-sea integration and including their 
impacts on the environment (e.g. coastal erosion or flooding); 

• The role of spatial policy in achieving the switch towards a low-carbon and a circular economy, 
green infrastructure and transport; 

• Regional governance and capacity building; impact of administrative reforms; inclusive 
decision-making processes (how to guarantee the involvement of all stakeholders), (very 
particularly) policy-design process with the involvement of local authorities (municipalities) and 
local stakeholders / local beneficiaries; 

• Macro-regional strategies and territorial integration, including cross-border territorial 
integration; 

• Regional smart specialisation; 

In terms of the need for policy exchange between ESPON countries, 71 (out of 74 respondents) 
replied positively to the question, indicating best practices in uptake of results into the policy 
making process, and support instruments for policy implementation, as the type of information they 
would like to see shared in the ESPON TNO activities.  
 
Figure 4: Type of Information to be shared among ESPON Countries 
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When it comes to the specific policy topics about which to learn more from another ESPON 
country, 49 respondents listed two or three topics. While the full list of topics is presented in Annex 
3, a matrix (presented in table 1, on the next page) with the main policy priorities, and the 
transnational groups, has been created for better mapping of the information and aggregating the 
answers. 
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Table 1: Policy topics about which to learn more from another ESPON country 
 Group I, Central Europe Group II, Northern Europe  Group III, Western Europe  Group IV, Southern Europe  

Investing in transport infrastructure 
and promoting sustainable urban 
mobility 

• Sustainable mobility, urban development, 
mobility, transport, ITS - Germany  

 • Transport and mobility - Netherlands   

Promoting Small and Medium-sized 
Enterprises (SMEs) and start-ups in 
regions and cities 

• SME Policy - Austria  
• Research Development in Businesses (SMEs), 

Local Innovations and Entrepreneurship - 
Germany  

• Development of start-ups into 
sustainable SMEs - Denmark  

  

Territorial integration and spatial 
planning in regions, cities, and rural 
areas 

• Regional Territorial Planning and “Initiative 
ländliche Infrastruktur" - Germany 

• “Mandat d'etude paralléle” – Switzerland 
• Rural development policies - Germany  
• New approaches to rural areas - Switzerland  
• ITI – Integrated Territorial Investments - Poland  

• Metropolitan Areas and Functional 
Urban Areas - Norway  

• Regional cooperation - Baltic 
Region  
 

• Urban development (bottom-up 
approach) - Netherlands  

• Smart city - Netherlands  

• Smart Cities - Spain  
• Trans-border cooperation – France 
• Inner Areas approach - Italy  
• Affordable housing - Italy 

Ensuring the global competitiveness of 
regions based on strong local economies 

• Research and Innovation - Austria   • Low-density areas and 
competitiveness - Ireland  

• Increasing competitiveness of 
regions - United Kingdom  

 

Protecting the environment, 
biodiversity, and climate change 
(including energy efficiency) 

• Circular economy - Germany 
• Low-carbon economy - Germany 
• Urban Sprawl and Soil Sealing - Germany 
• Urban Sprawl and Soil Sealing - Switzerland  
• Energy and Smart Grid - Germany  
• Flood protection - Germany  

• Energy efficiency and measures -
Sweden  

• Smart Grid - Norway  

• Energy efficiency in urban areas - 
France  

• Renewable energy and sources - 
Netherlands  

 

Institutional capacity building & 
efficient public administrations 

• Regional governance - Germany  
• Regional Development Institutions and co-

operation with triple helix organisations / 
economic boards - Germany  

• Communication strategies - Switzerland  

• Multi-level government, regional 
and municipal structure - Norway  

• Governance structures and 
reforms - Sweden  

• Public participation - Denmark  
• Smart government - Estonia 

• Spatial effects of de-regulations - 
Ireland  

 

 

Boosting employment and supporting 
labour mobility 

• Employment and governance - Germany  • "Brain-Drain" phenomenon - 
Lithuania  

• Employment and labour mobility -
Netherlands  

 

Investing in health care and ageing 
society 

• Active ageing and pensions - Germany • Use of IT in health and social care 
- Denmark  

• Financial models for scaling up 
health innovation - Netherlands  

• Smart Health - Portugal  

Promoting blue growth, maritime and 
sea policies  

• Maritime spatial planning - Germany  • Maritime policy - Denmark   • Blue Growth policy – Croatia/Greece 
• Maritime spatial planning (Mediterranean) - Italy  

Promoting tourism, protecting 
landscape and heritage 

 • Tourism - Finland  • Landscape policy - Ireland  • Cultural heritage - Croatia  

Investing in social and cultural policies 
(including gender issue, youth, 
migrants) 

 • Social and multi-ethnic integration - 
Nordic European countries/Finland  

• Youth unemployment – France 
• Integration of immigrants - UK 

• Social Aid - Romania 
• Social Economy - Italy  
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A similar exercise was undertaken, and a matrix has been prepared, for presenting and 
aggregating the results of the question concerning the foreseen policy processes. Overall, 37 
responses indicated upcoming policy processes, and just half of them included an indicative timing. 
The full list of topics and timing is included in Annex 3, while a complete matrix of the results, 
aggregated per policy priority, and per transnational group, is presented in table 2 (see page 21). 

When asking about the type of evidence support needed, 51 respondents identified case studies, 
implementing mechanisms and policy recommendations, as the most useful type of support 
sought. From this perspective, when preparing the events, the training sessions and the shorter 
documents, the TNO activities will propose, as much as possible, concrete case studies, examples 
of implementing mechanisms, and policy recommendations (see Figure 5).  

Figure 5: Types of evidence support needed 
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Table 2: Foreseen policy processes 
 Group I, Central Europe 

 
Group II, Northern Europe  
 

Group III, Western Europe  
 

Group IV, Southern Europe  
 

Investing in transport infrastructure and 
promoting sustainable urban mobility 

• Urban development, mobility, and transport -
Germany 

• Transport Infrastructures – Sweden • Flemish Mobility plan – Belgium • Public transport national and regional 
reform – Italy 

Promoting Small and Medium-sized Enterprises 
(SMEs) and start-ups in regions and cities 

• Research Development in businesses for 
SMEs - Germany 

 • Support to the development of Small 
and Medium size cities – France 

 

Territorial integration and spatial planning in 
regions, cities, and rural areas 

• Review of the National Development and 
Territorial Development Concept – Hungary 

• Adoption of National Development Strategy –  
Slovenia  

• Regional Development Institutions and co-
operation with triple helix organisations / Rural 
development policies-  Germany  

• Regional plan for economic 
development – Norway 

• New coherent rural policy - 
Sweden 

• Flemish Spatial Policy plan – 
Belgium 

• New spatial planning framework – 
Netherlands 

• Revision of the main spatial planning 
scheme – Luxembourg 

• National Urban Renewal programme- 
France 

• Review process of spatial plans for 
main urban areas – Cyprus 

• Plan of economic development – 
Spain 

• National programme for local 
development – Romania 

• Adoption of national spatial planning 
strategy – Slovenia 

Ensuring the global competitiveness of regions 
based on strong local economies 

 • Regional Competence Centre 
programme – Estonia 

• Third Industrial Revolution Strategy 
study – Luxembourg 

 

Protecting the environment, biodiversityy, and 
climate change (including energy efficiency) 

• Energy and Smart Grid - Germany 
 

• Nature Resource policies -  Iceland 
• Review of national values of the 

nature – Latvia 

• The integrated Environmental and 
Planning act – Netherlands 

• Bio Economy Consultation - UK 
• Energy efficiency in urban areas- 

France 

• Climate Adapt strategy – Croatia 
• Seismic Risk programme: rebuilding 

destroyed areas – Italy 

Institutional capacity building and efficient 
public administrations 

• Preparation steps for post-2020 planning 
period – Hungary 

• Local and Regional Administrative 
reform – Estonia 

• Reform of the regional governance 
– Finland 

• Half-way monitoring of the 
government's policies - Finland 

 • Governance and capacity building – 
Italy 

Boosting employment and supporting labour 
mobility 

 • Regionally targeted job creation 
Measures – Estonia 

 • Cohesive investments in the Southern 
area - Italy 

Investing in health care and ageing society  • Health Care – Latvia 
• Health system restructuration – 

Iceland 

• Development of investment scheme 
for AHA – United Kingdom 

• Telehealth – Portugal 

Promoting blue growth, maritime and sea 
policies  

   • Coastal and Marine Management 
strategy – Croatia  

• Maritime spatial planning– Cyprus 
Promoting tourism, protecting landscape and 
heritage 

 • Tourism Infrastructure – Iceland   

Investing in social and cultural policies 
(includinggender issues, youth, migrants 
policies)  

 • Integration of immigrants – 
Sweden 

• Integrating refugees – Luxembourg • Managing of migration – Italy 
• Social Cohesion Local project - France 
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When asked about research evidence outputs, 23 respondents identified, and listed, details about 
the evidence recently produced. A table presenting these outputs is included in Annex 3. It is worth 
noting that most of these evidence outputs have been used for supporting the policy making 
processes within the respondents’ country or region. If possible, and when relevant, these evidence 
outputs can be included in events, and mentioned in the shorter documents (e.g. presented as best 
practices or case studies or link to the document topic).  

In terms of ECPs, out of 60 respondents, 16 identified themselves as ESPON Contact Points, thus 
having access to an additional section of the survey (focused on types of outreach activities).  

In terms of the type of ESPON support, for providing more visibility to the territorial evidence 
research results produced, 16 respondents showed preferences for events and for shorter 
documents (as shown in Figure 6). 

Figure 6: Type of ESPON support 

 

 

In terms of types of events to promote the uptake of territorial evidence research, the respondents 
showed preference for smaller events, with active involvement of the participants, and focused 
themes, such as workshops and seminars (see Figure 7, next page) 
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Figure 7: Types of events 

 

 

 

In terms of training preferences, the respondents highlighted preferences for training about uptake 
of research results, and communication (including social media). 

Regarding potential opportunities for cooperation on designing and implementing outreach 
activities, the respondents identified Interreg Europe, Smart Cities and Urbact as the most 
interesting collaboration opportunities. 

Figure 8: Opportunities for cooperation 
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4.2 Results of the interviews 

Overall, the interviews validated the main information collected by the survey responses, 
highlighting the following important points: 

• Support is needed for converting scientific information into practice; 

• Best practices are essential to learn from other countries how they are bridging part of 
the gap between theory and practice; 

• Increasing the awareness of ESPON evidence at political level is a key action; 

• Additional financial support for translations of ESPON documents into national 
languages is needed; 

• The territorial approach / methodology should be reinforced. 

 

In terms of key priorities and topics, the interviewees expressed their interest in the following 
themes: 

• Integrated territorial development; 

• Transport, energy, and environment (including water management, green and blue 
economy, natural resources); 

• Regional disparities; 

• Social Cohesion; 

• Ensuring basic services for citizens, and improving quality of life; 

• Reaching and covering rural areas for health and for the ageing population; 

• Evolution of public administrations; 

• Financial regulations and regional impacts. 

 

Finally, in terms of event types, the interviews confirmed the information presented in survey 
results, mainly reinforcing the importance of: 

• Using workshops or small events and, if possible, applying peer-to-peer 
methodologies; 

• Going beyond ESPON’s network and importing results and best practices from other 
regional programmes (ex. Interreg Europe / policy learning platform); 

• Proposing comparable data and providing training on the use of data; 

• Proposing best practice in research results uptake into policy making processes; 

• Proposing training for monitoring tools, and engagement / participatory approach. 
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5 Additional input from the discussions with ECP network 
The needs assessment is meant to be an on-going and flexible process, able to adapt to new and 
changing needs, and to incorporate both current and new stakeholders’ requirements. In this 
regard, the ESPON European Contact Points network (ECP network) is considered an essential 
and privileged player. The ECP network is a key intermediary between the national stakeholders 
and the TNO teams. Indeed, the success of the TNO activities will depend on the effective 
engagement of the ECPs in the strategy. Moreover, the planned activities are meant to capitalise 
on the past experiences of, and lessons learned by, the ECPs. The TNO Strategy includes a whole 
section on the envisaged cooperation with the ECPs (refer to the TNO Strategy document for 
further detail).  

Therefore, the needs assessment process will pay special attention to the input, ideas and 
comments coming from the ECPs —as well as those coming from other the EGTC, the Managing 
Authority, and the Monitoring Committee. In this regard, the present document takes into account 
the comments and input provided by the ECPs, and the EGTC, during the ‘ECP Extraordinary 
meeting’ that took place on 7th March in Brussels, with the participation of the TNO team. During 
the meeting, the TNO team presented the preliminary overall TNO strategy, as well as the 
preliminary results of the survey, followed by discussions with the ECPs. During the discussions, 
the ECPs were split into groups following the defined geographical groupings. Fifteen ECPs were 
represented in the meeting. 

The discussions with the ECPs during the meeting on 7th March validated the main information 
gathered, while adding some new topics to the discussions. Regarding the types of events, some 
ECPs confirmed their preference for smaller, and more targeted, events, rather than big 
conferences. ECPs also insisted on the potential synergies and cooperation with other 
programmes, in particular with other EU territorial cooperation programmes and, among them, 
especially involving URBACT and Interreg Europe, as reflected by the survey. Some ECPs 
mentioned the possibility of organising events in parallel, or in connection with, events organised in 
the framework of these programmes. 

Regarding key priorities and topics: cities and urban planning; blue growth; smart specialisation; 
climate change; and transport infrastructure, were mentioned as important topics. This matches 
with the priorities stemming both the from results of the survey and from the answers in the 
interviews. In addition to this, it is worth noting the topic of migration. Migration issues represent a 
key challenge for all trans-national groupings. These were the topics highlighted by the different 
groups: 

• Smart specialisation 

Group II: Northern Group 

• Urban areas and cultural heritage 
• Baltic sea and blue growth 
• Labour market-related migration issues 
• Global warming, climate change 
• Regional innovation systems and institutions facilitating knowledge transfer 
• Sustainable urban planning 
• Land use 

 

• Urban densification and urban sprawl 

Group I and III - Central and Western Europe  

• Migration 
• City deals 
• National spatial strategies 
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• Place making 
 

• Migration, including also future effects of climate change (eco-migrants) 

Group IV- Southern Europe 

• Transport infrastructure, including Blue growth policies and insularity issues 
• Policy-centric integrated development, territorial integration in cities and rural areas 
• Ageing population 
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6 Preliminary TNO thematic overview by transnational grouping 
The input gathered through the need assessment3

 

, namely the policy questions requiring support and the ongoing and upcoming policy processes, has been 
classified into thematic areas, and it is presented in the tables below. Additionally, the tables below have been complemented with available related ESPON 
research evidences to provide a complete and relevant overview of the topic. The need assessment results have been also complemented with input 
provided by ESPON EGTC and ECPs during the ECP extraordinary meeting held in March. Based on these tables, and on further contributions coming from 
the ECP network and the Advisory Board, the TNO Annual plan for 2017 and 2018 will be drafted. 

6.1 Transnational grouping I – Central Europe 

Group I, Central Europe: Austria, Czech Republic, Germany, Liechtenstein, Poland, Hungary, Slovakia, Slovenia, and Switzerland. 

Topic Relevant on-going and up-coming policy 
process and estimated timing Needs for policy support ESPON related research outputs 

Migration 

- German New Integration Law (Germany) 
(May 2016) 

- National Action Plan for Integration 
(Austria) (on-going since 2010 with yearly 
updates) 

- Swiss Migration Partnership Strategy for 
the Western Balkans 2016-2019 
(Switzerland) (January 2016) 

- Support in migration issues raised as a 
fundamental issue in central countries 
(Germany, Austria) 

- SO1: Flows of migrants and refugees 
(Inception ct.12/2017, Interim c. 07/2018, Draft 
final c. 12/2018, Final c. 04/2019) 

- SO2: Territorial and Urban Potentials 
Connected to Migration and Refugee Flows 
(Inception c.08/2017, Interim c. 11/2018, Draft 
final c. 03/2018, Final c. 06/2018) 

- ESPON 2013 SEMIGRA – Selective migration 
and unbalanced sex ratio in rural regions 

- SO1 – The Geography of New Employment 
Dynamics  

Regional transport 
integration and 
financing 

- Slovakia Programme for Integrated 
Infrastructure (Railway Infrastructure and 
Rolling Stock Renewal, Road 
Infrastructure TEN-T core) (Slovakia) 
(2014-2020) 

- Transport infrastructure (63.88% of 
National OP Infrastructure and 
Environment) (Poland) (2014-2020) 

- Policy Office for Mobility and Transport, 

 

- ESPON 2013: TRACC - TRansport 
ACCessibility at regional/local scale, and 
patterns in Europe 

- ESPON 2013 - MA-led projects 3.4 –Tools: 
Update of maps: Travel time matrices on road, 
rail, air, and multimodal for 2001, 2006, 2011 
and 2014 

- ESPON 2006: Territorial impact of EU 
transport and TEN policies 

                                                      

3 Cfr. ESPON TNO 2016-2019, Deliverable 1.2 - Implementation of the needs analysis  
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revision of mobility and transport 
strategies in Warsaw (Poland) (March 
2017) 

- Safe and environmentally friendly 
transport in the regions (priority under 
integrated regional operational 
programme) (Slovakia) (2014-2020) 

- Transport Policy of the Czech Republic 
after 2020 (2018-2019) 

- Latest updates on scenarios on potential 
accessibility by road, air, rail, and multimodal 

Rural development 
rural-urban linkages 
and new approach 
to rural areas 

- Integrated development of urban and 
rural areas OP 2014-2020 priority 
Brandenburg (Germany) (2014-2020) 

- Need for governance tools to 
strengthen urban-rural linkages and to 
cover administrative fragmentation and 
rigidity (Czech Republic) 

- How can the ITI instrument be used to 
promote and formalise urban-rural 
relationships at metropolitan level 
(Czech Republic) 

- Shrinking and depopulation in rural 
regions, what are the perspectives, 
development trends and opportunities, 
applied good practices (Hungary) 

- Comparison of the methodologies 
defining metropolitan and rural regions 
(Czech Republic) 

- SO1: Inner Peripheries: national territories 
facing challenges of access to basic services 
of general interest (Draft final 08/2017, Final 
12/2017) 

- Policy Brief: Smart and innovative approaches 
to responding to the developmental challenges 
of shrinking rural areas (c. 09/2017) 

- ESPON 2013 SEMIGRA – Selective migration 
and unbalanced sex ratio in rural regions 

Urban areas and 
FUA 

- Regional Development Strategy for the 
years 2021-2027 (Ministry for Regional 
development, Czech Republic, 2018-
2019) 

- Integrated Sustainable Urban 
Development Plan (Slovenia) 

- The measubility of fullfiling the concept 
of Smart Cities 

- Small and medium-sized cities 
(especially important for Central 
Europe) 

- The comparison of the methodologies 
defining metropolitan and rural regions 
(Czech Republic) 

- SO2: SPIMA – Spatial dynamics and strategic 
planning in metropolitan areas (Interim 
05/2017, Draft final 08/2017, Final 11/2017) 

- Policy brief: Polycentric Territorial Structures 
and Territorial Cooperation 

- ESPON 2013: FOCI - Future Orientation for 
Cities 

- SO1: Inner Peripheries: national territories 
facing challenges of access to basic services 
of general interest (Draft final 08/2017, Final 
12/2017) 

- ESPON 2013 TiPSE on inclusive cities 
- ESPON 2013: SGPTD Secondary Growth 

Poles 
- ESPON 2013: TOWN Small- and medium-

sized towns 
Ageing society, 
silver economy and 

- National Demography Strategy, special 
focus on ageing population ‘Jedes Alter 

- Shrinking and de-population in rural 
regions; what are the perspectives, 

- SO1: Inner Peripheries: national territories 
facing challenges of access to basic services 



 
 

28 

shrinking 
population 

zählt – Für mehr Wohlstand und 
Lebensqualität aller Generationen’ 
(Germany) (February 2017) 

- Demographic Change Strategy of 
Brandenburg (depopulation and ageing), 
joint planning with Berlin, development of 
medium-sized and small towns 

- Thüringen 2020 (demographic change 
scenarios) (Germany) 

development trends, opportunities, and 
applied good practices (Hungary)? 

of general interest (Draft final 08/2017, Final 
12/2017) 

- ESPON 2013 SEMIGRA – Selective migration 
and unbalanced sex ratio in rural regions 

- SO1: Flows of migrants and refugees 
(Inception c.12/2017, Interim c. 07/2018, Draft 
final c. 12/2018, Final c. 04/2019) 

Support to SME 
and start-ups in the 
region 

- SME support strategy (Strategie KMU 
und Familienunternehmen 
Oberösterreich 2030) (Oberösterreich, 
Austria) (2014) 

- SME support strategy "Vorfahrt für den 
Mittelstand", renewed in 2016 (Germany) 
(2016) 

 
- SO1: Small- and Medium-sized Enterprises in 

European Regions and Cities (Draft final 
07/2017, Final 11/2017) 

Water management 
(Danube) 

- Danube River Basin Management Plan 
(all) (December 2015) 

- Danube Region Strategy, Water Quality 
(coordinated by Slovakia and Hungary) 
(2015) 

 
- ESPON 2013: TANGO - Territorial 

Approaches for New Governance (Case study 
River Rhine basin) 

Climate change, 
environment, and 
energy dependence 

- The Energy Transition and Nuclear 
Power Phase-out in Baden-Württemberg 
(Energiewende), plan 50-80-90m towards 
2050 (Germany) (on-going since 2014) 

- Decarbonisation strategies (Austria) 
- Green infrastructure (Czech Republic) 
- Circular economy (Slovenia) 
- Territorial transformation due to 

increased use of renewable energy 
source, impact on territorial identity 
(Slovenia) 

- SO1: Territories and low-carbon economy 
(Draft final 07/2017, Final 11/2017) 

- SO1: Green infrastructure and ecosystem 
services (Inception c. 11/2017, Interim c. 
06/2018, Draft final c. 11/2018, Final c. 
03/2019) 

- SO1: Circular economy and territorial 
consequences (Inception c. 12/2017, Interim c. 
07/2018, Draft final c. 12/2018, Final c. 
04/2019) 

- SO1: Possible European Territorial Futures 
(Draft final 07/2017, Final 11/2017) 

- ESPON 2013: CLIMATE - Climate Change 
and Territorial Effects on Regions and Local 
Economies in Europe 

- Policy Brief: Pathways to a circular economy in 
cities and regions (10/2016) 

- Update of Climate data and maps 
- ESPON 2013: Applied research: GREECO 

Territorial Potentials for a Greener Economy 
- ESPON 2013: Targeted Analysis: North Sea 
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STAR Spreading Transnational Results 
- ESPON 2013: Update of maps and related 

data on Natural Hazards 

Spatial Planning 

- National Development and Territorial 
Development Concept (Hungary) (2014) 

- Review of National Development and 
Territorial Development concept 
(Hungary) (2017) 

- Review of development programme of 
counties and special regions (Hungary) 
(2018) 

- Adoption of National Development 
Strategy, national spatial planning 
strategy currently under development to 
be adopted in December (Slovenia) 
(December 2017) 

- Integrated sustainable urban 
development plan (Slovenia) 

- Revision of ÖREK 2011 (Austrian Spatial 
Development Concept) (Austria) (January 
2018) 

- Preparation for post 2020 planning period 
(Hungary) (2017) 

- Regional Development Strategy for the 
years 2021-2027 (Ministry of Regional 
Development, Czech Republic) (Czech 
Republic) (2019-2020) 

- Review of Spatial Development Policy of 
the Czech Republic (Czech Republic) 
(2019-2020) 

- National Development Plan (preparation 
in 2018-2019, including position of the 
Czech Republic to the territorial cohesion 
since 2011) (Czech Republic) 

- New Community-Led Local 
Development programmes, new 
governance structures (Slovakia)  

- Governance (Switzerland) 
- Involvement of regional territorial units 

in territorial development, existing 
regional development practices in 
Europe, type- or regional-plans, and 
how they are adjusted to national and 
sectoral instruments (Hungary) 

- ITI – Integrated Territorial Investments 
(Poland) 

- Analysis of the integration between the 
spatial planning and territorial/regional 
development in different European 
countries (Czech Republic) 

- SO1: Comparative Analysis of Territorial 
Governance and Spatial Planning Systems in 
Europe (Interim 05/2017, Draft final 01/2018, 
Final 05/2018) 

- SO2: SPIMA – Spatial dynamics and strategic 
planning in metropolitan areas (Interim 
05/2017, Draft final 08/2017, Final 11/2017) 

- SO2: Thinking and Planning in Areas of 
Territorial Cooperation (Interim 05/2017, Draft 
final 08/2017, Final 11/2017) 

- Policy Brief: Territorial Implication of Better 
Regulation for Europe towards 2050 (5/2016) 

- ReSSI 
- TANGO 
- Metroborder 
- TERCO 
- ESPON 2013: Targeted Analysis: KITCASP 

Cross-border 
integrated 
development 

- Structured deals with cross-border 
cooperation programmes (Czech 
Republic) 

- Cross-border issues: influence of 
cross-border territorial integration on 
economic development and territorial 
development in cross-border FUA, 
sectoral policy to improve accessibility 
of services of general interest in border 
and peripheral regions (Slovenia) 

- Cross-border cooperation represents a 

- SO2: Thinking and Planning in Areas of 
Territorial Cooperation (Interim 05/2017, Draft 
final 08/2017, Final 11/2017) 

- SO2: Cross-border Public Services (Inception 
c. 12/2017, Interim c. 03/2018, Draft final c. 
07/2018, Final c. 10/2018) 

- Metroborder 
- ESPON 2013 TERCO: European Territorial 
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continuously important topic in the 
Swiss policy process, both on national 
and regional level (Switzerland) 

- Cross-border integrated planning 
Poland-Germany (Germany) 

Cooperation as a Factor of Growth, Jobs, and 
Quality of Life 

- ESPON 2013: Territorial Evidence packs 
- ESPON 2013: TranSMEC - Transnational 

Support Method for European Cooperation 

Cohesion policy 
and preparation 

- National Development Plan (which set up 
the priorities in Cohesion Policy after 
2020 (Czech Republic) 

 

- SO2: SPIMA – Spatial dynamics and strategic 
planning in metropolitan areas (Interim 
05/2017, Draft final 08/2017, Final 11/2017) 

- Policy brief: Polycentric Territorial Structures 
and Territorial Cooperation 

- ESPON 2013: FOCI - Future Orientation for 
Cities 

- SO1: Inner Peripheries: national territories 
facing challenges of access to basic services 
of general interest (Draft final 08/2017, Final 
12/2017) 

- ESPON 2013: EDORA - European 
Development Opportunities in Rural Areas 

- ESPON 2013 TiPSE on inclusive cities 
- ESPON 2013: SGPTD Secondary Growth 

Poles 
- ESPON 2013: TOWN Small- and medium-

sized towns 

E-government and 
services  - Digitalisation (Austria) 

- Policy Brief: Territorial and urban dimensions 
of digital transition in Europe (c. 09/2017) 

- SO2: Future Digital Health in the EU (Inception 
c. 12/2017, Interim c. 03/2018, Draft final c. 
07/2018, Final c. 10/2018)  

Table 3: Preliminary TNO thematic overview for Group I  
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6.2 Transnational grouping II – Northern Europe 

Group II, Northern Europe: Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, and Sweden. 

Topic Relevant up-coming policy process and 
estimated timing Needs for policy support ESPON related research outputs 

Regional/local 
development and 
cooperation, 
including Smart 
Specialisation 

• The Comprehensive Plan for the Territory 
of the Republic of Lithuania 2020 
(Lithuania) (approved in 2002) 

• Operational Programme for The European 
Union Funds Investments in 2014-2020 
(Lithuania) (approved in 2014) 

• Law on Municipal Infrastructure 
Development (Lithuania) (currently being 
discussed, to be finished in 2018) 

• Long-term strategy through 
implementation of United National 
Sustainable Development Agenda, 
including update of ‘Lithuania 2030’ 
(Lithuania) (currently under development, 
to be finished in 2019) 

• Comprehensive Plan for the Territory of 
the Republic of Lithuania 2030-2050 
(Lithuania) (currently under development, 
to be finished in 2020) 

• Regional Plan for Economic Development 
in Telemark (Norway) 

• Regional Competence Centre Programme 
(Estonia) 

• Local and Regional Administrative Reform 
(Estonia) 

• Estonian Regional Development strategy 
(Estonia) (2014-2020) 

• Joint Services Centres of Local 
Municipalities (Latvia) (2017) 

• National Strategy for Sustainable Regional 
Growth and Attractiveness (Sweden) 
(2015–2020) 

• RIS3 (Finland) 
• Regional Development Priorities (Finland) 

(2016-2019) 

• Promoting peripheral area's development 
as part of regional and national growth 
strategies (Finland) 

• Spatial strategy, which combines, respects 
and recognizes the roles of all regions and 
types of areas, with a view to achieving 
the national and international targets 
(Norway) 

- SO1: Inner Peripheries: national territories 
facing challenges of access to basic 
services of general interest (Draft final 
08/2017, Final 12/2017) 

- SO2: ReSSI - Regional strategies for 
sustainable and inclusive territorial 
development (Interim 05/2017, Draft final 
09/2017, Final 11/2017) 

- SO2: Thinking and Planning in Areas of 
Territorial Cooperation (Interim 05/2017, 
Draft final 08/2017, Final 11/2017) 

- Policy Brief: Smart and innovative 
approaches to responding to the 
developmental challenges of shrinking 
rural areas (est. 09/2017) 

- ESPON 2013: Targeted Analysis: 
KITCASP 

- ESPON 2013: Targeted Analysis: DETEC 
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Cohesion policy and 
preparation for new 
programming period 
post 2020 

• Half-way monitoring of government 
policies (Finland) (April 2017) 

• Preparation for the next EU Programming 
Period (Finland) (2018 – 2019) 

• Operational Programme for EU Structural 
Funds (Lithuania) (2014/2020) 

 

- SO1: Possible European Territorial 
Futures (Draft final 07/2017, Final 
11/2017) 

- SO1: Comparative Analysis of Territorial 
Governance and Spatial Planning Systems 
in Europe (Interim 05/2017, Draft final 
01/2018, Final 05/2018) 

- SO1: Inner Peripheries: national territories 
facing challenges of access to basic 
services of general interest (Draft final 
08/2017, Final 12/2017) 

- ESPON 2013: SIESTA: Spatial Indicators 
for a ‘Europe 2020 Strategy Territorial 
Analysis 

Environment and 
tourism  

• Environment Strategy (Sweden) 
• Review of National Values of the Nature 

(Latvia) (June 2017) 
• Nature Resource policies (Iceland) 
• Tourism infrastructure (Iceland) 
• National Environmental Protection until 

2030 (Lithuania) (2015) 

• Monitoring progress towards urban 
sustainability and the SDGs (technical 
advances for data collection and analysis) 
(Lithuania) 

• How to combine economic development 
with sustainable and decreasing use of 
resources. Circular economy. Combination 
between economic development and 
protection of the environment. (Finland) 

- SO1: Circular economy and territorial 
consequences (Inception c. 12/2017, 
Interim c. 07/2018, Draft final c. 12/2018, 
Final c. 04/2019) 

- ESPON 2013: CLIMATE - Climate Change 
and Territorial Effects on Regions and 
Local Economies in Europe 

- Policy Brief: Pathways to a circular 
economy in cities and regions (10/2016) 

- ReSSI 
- SO2 on Cultural Heritage 
- ESPON 2013: CLIMATE - Climate Change 

and Territorial Effects on Regions and 
Local Economies in Europe 

- ESPON 2013: ATTREG - The 
Attractiveness of European regions and 
cities for residents and visitors 

Migration and social 
policy 

• Integration of Immigrants/Reception of 
Asylum Seekers (Sweden) (October) 
(2017) 

• Education policy (Sweden) 

• Inclusion of migrant and refugees 
especially in cities highlighted (all 
countries) 

- SO1: Flows of migrants and refugees 
(Inception c.12/2017, Interim c. 07/2018, 
Draft final c. 12/2018, Final c. 04/2019) 

- SO1: Inner Peripheries: national territories 
facing challenges of access to basic 
services of general interest (Draft final 
08/2017, Final 12/2017) 

- SO2: Territorial and Urban Potentials 
Connected to Migration and Refugee 
Flows (Inception c.08/2017, Interim c. 
11/2018, Draft final c. 03/2018, Final c. 
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06/2018) 
- ESPON 2013 TiPSE – Territorial 

dimension of poverty and social exclusion 
in Europe (case studies dealing with 
ethnicity related social exclusion) 

- SO1 – The Geography of New 
Employment Dynamics  

Employment 

• Regionally targeted Job Creation 
Measures (Estonia) 

• Sustainable growth and job (Finland) 
(2014-2020) 

• Sweden National Strategy for Sustainable 
Growth and Attractiveness (Sweden) 
(2015-2020) 

• Boosting employment and supporting 
labour mobility (Norway) 

- SO1: Geography of new employment 
dynamics in Europe (Draft final 08/2017, 
Final 12/2017) 

- SO2: Youth unemployment: territorial 
trends and regional resilience (Inception c. 
12/2017, Interim c. 07/2018, Draft final c. 
12/2018, Final c. 04/2019) 

- SO1: Flows of migrants and refugees 
(Inception c.12/2017, Interim c. 07/2018, 
Draft final c. 12/2018, Final c. 04/2019) 

Maritime Policy/Blue 
Growth 

• Comprehensive Plan of the Republic of 
Lithuania by Marine Areas (Lithuania) 
(June 2015) 

• Maritime spatial planning, intermodal 
transport (incl. maritime transport) 
(Finland) 

- ESPON 2013 ESaTDOR – European seas 
and territorial development, Opportunities, 
and Risks 

Health 

• Healthcare Job-related Stress (Sweden) 
• Health Care – (Latvia) (2017) 
• Health System Restructuration (Iceland) 

(2017) 

 

- SO2: Future Digital Health in the EU 
(Inception c. 12/2017, Interim c. 03/2018, 
Draft final c. 07/2018, Final c. 10/2018) 

- ESPON 2013: SeGI - Indicators and 
Perspectives for Services of General 
Interest in Territorial Cohesion and 
Development 

Urban and functional 
Urban Areas, 
including urban-rural 
integrated 
development 

 

• Compact and sustainable cities, studies 
on the impact of urban planning policies 
on rural areas, and how these are 
affecting development prospects for cities 
and region (Lithuania) 

• Urban sprawl (solutions to overcome the 
co-ordination gaps among different 
ministries and local authorities, and better 
data on anti-sprawl policies and the 
interactions between different regulations) 
(Lithuania) 

• Inclusive cities (engagement of lower-
income and vulnerable population in 
policy-making) (Lithuania) 

- SO2: SPIMA – Spatial dynamics and 
strategic planning in metropolitan areas 
(Interim 05/2017, Draft final 08/2017, Final 
11/2017) 

- Policy brief: Polycentric Territorial 
Structures and Territorial Cooperation 

- ESPON 2013: FOCI - Future Orientation 
for Cities 

- SO1: Inner Peripheries: national territories 
facing challenges of access to basic 
services of general interest (Draft final 
08/2017, Final 12/2017) 

- ESPON 2013: EDORA - European 
Development Opportunities in Rural Areas 

- ESPON 2013 TiPSE on inclusive cities 
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• Analysis of total value and cost of smart 
city technologies (Denmark) 

- ESPON 2013: SGPTD Secondary Growth 
Poles 

- ESPON 2013: TOWN Small- and medium-
sized towns 

Multi-level 
Government, 
Regional and 
Municipal Structure 
and Governance 
Structures and 
Reforms 

• Law on Municipal Infrastructure 
Development (Lithuania) (currently being 
discussed, to be finished in 2018) 

• Joint Services Centres of Local 
Municipalities (Latvia) (2017) 

• Integration of representatives with local 
knowledge from all territories (Latvia) 

• Need for a better understanding of social 
facts, of motivation of people, and the 
relation between citizens and 
administration (Latvia) 

- SO1: Comparative Analysis of Territorial 
Governance and Spatial Planning Systems 
in Europe (Interim 05/2017, Draft final 
01/2018, Final 05/2018) 

- SO2: SPIMA – Spatial dynamics and 
strategic planning in metropolitan areas 
(Interim 05/2017, Draft final 08/2017, Final 
11/2017) 

- ESPON 2013: SeGI - Indicators and 
Perspectives for Services of General 
Interest in Territorial Cohesion and 
Development 

- ESPON 2013 TANGO 
- Policy Brief: Territorial Implication of Better 

Regulation for Europe towards 2050 
(5/2016) 

Rural policy • New coherent rural policy (government 
proposal to parliament) (Sweden) (2018) 

• Shrinking Regions (cities), urban/rural 
depopulation 

- Policy Brief: Smart and innovative 
approaches to responding to the 
developmental challenges of shrinking 
rural areas (c. 09/2017) 

- SO1: Inner Peripheries: national territories 
facing challenges of access to basic 
services of general interest (Draft final 
08/2017, Final 12/2017) 

- ESPON 2013 EDORA 
- ESPON 2013 PURR 

Table 4: Preliminary TNO thematic overview for Group II 
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6.3 Transnational Grouping III– Western Europe 

Transnational Grouping III, Western Europe: Belgium, France (including the five French overseas departments of Guadeloupe, French Guiana, Martinique, La 

Réunion, Mayotte and the French overseas territory of Saint-Martin), Ireland, Luxembourg, Netherlands, and United Kingdom. 

Topic Relevant up-coming policy process and 
estimated timing Needs for policy support ESPON related research outputs 

National spatial 
strategies and spatial 
planning 

• Flemish Spatial Policy Plan (Belgium) 
(2018) 

• New Spatial Planning Framework 
(Netherlands) (2019) 

• New Plan on Physical Development 
(Netherlands) (2019) 

• Development of a New Integrated 
Strategy for Cohesion (Netherlands) 
(2019) 

• Revision of the main Spatial Planning 
Scheme (Luxembourg) (2017-2018) 

• “Contrats interrégionaux de project État-
Régions”, one of the pillars of the French 
territorial national strategy led by the 
Commissariat général à l’égalité des 
territoires (CGET) (France) (on-going 
since 2015) (2015 – 2018) 

• Support to the development of small- and 
medium-sized cities (France) 

• Data needed at NUTS 2 level (France) 
• After ESDP and the Territorial Agenda and 

ahead of BREXIT: reassessing spatial 
(dis-)integration (considering also the 
spatial significance of multi-speed Europe) 
(Luxembourg) 

• Spatial patterns of the digital economy 
(Luxembourg) 

- SO1: Comparative Analysis of Territorial 
Governance and Spatial Planning Systems 
in Europe (Interim 05/2017, Draft final 
01/2018, Final 05/2018) 

- SO2: SPIMA – Spatial dynamics and 
strategic planning in metropolitan areas 
(Interim 05/2017, Draft final 08/2017, Final 
11/2017) 

- SO2: Thinking and Planning in Areas of 
Territorial Cooperation (Interim 05/2017, 
Draft final 08/2017, Final 11/2017) 

- ESPON 2013: KITCASP 

Urban densification 
and urban sprawl, 
including urban-rural 
integrated 
development  

• Competitiveness of Urban Regions 
(Netherlands) 

• National Urban Renewal programme 
(France) (2018) 

• Actions “Politique de la Ville”, one of the 
pillars of the French territorial national 
strategy led by the Commissariat général 
à l’égalité des territoires (CGET) 
(France) (on-going since 2014) 

• “Pôles d’excellence ruraux” and 
“Contrats de ruralité”, one of the pillars of 
the French territorial national strategy led 
by the Commissariat général à l’égalité 
des territoires (CGET) (France) (on-
going since 2014) 

• Support to the development of small- and 
medium-sized cities (France) 

• Sustainable urbanisation (Luxembourg) 
• Role of smart city technology in helping 

cities face challenges in economy, 
‘livability’, sustainability, and resilience to 
climate change (Netherlands) 

• Population decrease in peripheral areas 
(Netherlands) 

- SO2: SPIMA – Spatial dynamics and 
strategic planning in metropolitan areas 
(Interim 05/2017, Draft final 08/2017, Final 
11/2017) 

- SO1: Inner Peripheries: national territories 
facing challenges of access to basic 
services of general interest (Draft final 
08/2017, Final 12/2017) 

- SO1: Comparative Analysis of Territorial 
Governance and Spatial Planning Systems 
in Europe (Interim 05/2017, Draft final 
01/2018, Final 05/2018) 

- Policy brief: Polycentric Territorial 
Structures and Territorial Cooperation 

- ESPON 2013: TOWN Small- and medium-
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sized towns 
- ESPON 2013 – Best Metropolises 
- ESPON 2013: SGPTD Secondary Growth 

Poles 
- ESPON 2013: EU-LUPA - European 

Patterns of Land Use 

Climate change and 
environmental issues 

• The integrated Environmental and 
Planning Act (Netherlands) (2018) 

• Adapting Waste Strategy to new CE 
Targets (United Kingdom) 

• Flemish Climate Policy Plan (Belgium) 
• Bio Economy Consultation (UK) 
• Energy efficiency in urban areas 

(France) 
• New Legislation on the Physical 

Environment (Netherlands) (2019) 

• Sustainable urbanisation (Luxembourg) 
• What is the role spatial policy should play 

in achieving the switch towards a low-
carbon and circular economy. What are 
the most efficient policy instruments that 
can achieve this (rules and regulations or 
partnerships and a bottom-up approach?) 
(Belgium) 

- SO1: Territories and low-carbon economy 
(Draft final 07/2017, Final 11/2017) 

- SO1: Green infrastructure and ecosystem 
services (Inception c. 11/2017, Interim c. 
06/2018, Draft final c. 11/2018, Final c. 
03/2019) 

- SO1: Circular economy and territorial 
consequences (Inception c. 12/2017, 
Interim c. 07/2018, Draft final c. 12/2018, 
Final c. 04/2019) 

- SO1: Possible European Territorial Futures 
(Draft final 07/2017, Final 11/2017) 

- ESPON 2013: CLIMATE - Climate Change 
and Territorial Effects on Regions and 
Local Economies in Europe 

- Policy Brief: Pathways to a circular 
economy in cities and regions (10/2016) 

- Climate update 
- ESPON 2013: Applied research: GREECO 

Territorial Potentials for a Greener 
Economy 

Trans-border 
cooperation  

• Territorial integration policy: 
identification/tackling of issues of real 
cross-border/macro regional relevance. 
Improvement of cross-cultural 
communication between territorial 
development practitioners: elaboration of a 
cross-cultural glossary / thesaurus of key-
issues and key-concepts (France) 

• Building resilient cross-border regions - 
assessing the impact of re-bordering 
processes (Luxembourg) 

- SO2: Thinking and Planning in Areas of 
Territorial Cooperation (Interim 05/2017, 
Draft final 08/2017, Final 11/2017) 

- SO2: Cross-border Public Services 
(Inception c. 12/2017, Interim c. 03/2018, 
Draft final c. 07/2018, Final c. 10/2018) 

- Metroborder 
- ESPON 2013 TERCO: European 

Territorial Cooperation as a Factor of 
Growth, Jobs, and Quality of Life 

- ESPON 2013: Territorial Evidence packs 
- ESPON 2013: TranSMEC - Transnational 

Support Method for European Cooperation 
 

Transport and mobility • Flemish Mobility Plan (Belgium) (2018) • Relation urban development (economic - ESPON 2013: TRACC - TRansport 
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growth and liveability) and quality of the 
transport network (Netherlands) 

ACCessibility at regional/local scale, and 
patterns in Europe 

- ESPON 2006: Territorial impact of EU 
transport and TEN policies 

- ESPON 2013 - MA-led projects 3.4 –Tools: 
Update of maps: Travel time matrices on 
road, rail, air and multimodal for 2001, 
2006, 2011 and 2014 

Migration • Integrating Refugees (Luxembourg) 
(2017) 

• Support in migration issues raised as a 
fundamental issue in all Western countries 

- SO1: Flows of migrants and refugees 
(Inception c.12/2017, Interim c. 07/2018, 
Draft final c. 12/2018, Final c. 04/2019) 

- SO1: Inner Peripheries: national territories 
facing challenges of access to basic 
services of general interest (Draft final 
08/2017, Final 12/2017) 

- SO2: Territorial and Urban Potentials 
Connected to Migration and Refugee 
Flows (Inception c.08/2017, Interim c. 
11/2018, Draft final c. 03/2018, Final c. 
06/2018) 

- DEMIFER (2013) 

Water   • Water safety, water quality and fresh water 
supply (Netherlands) 

- ESPON 2013: TANGO - Territorial 
Approaches for New Governance (Case 
study River Rhine basin) 

Silver economy • Development of Investment Scheme for 
AHA (United Kingdom) (January 2018) 

• Developing financial instruments to 
develop Regional Silver Economy (United 
Kingdom) 

• For the development of a proper AAL 
market a proper standardisation policy 
could help. Stronger role of the silver 
economy in the Europe 2020 strategy 
might be useful. Stronger focus on co-
creation with end users (Belgium) 

- SO1: Inner Peripheries: national territories 
facing challenges of access to basic 
services of general interest (Draft final 
08/2017, Final 12/2017) 

- SO1: Financial instruments and territorial 
cohesion (Inception c. 12/2017, Interim c. 
07/2018, Draft final c. 12/2018, Final c. 
04/2019) 

- SO1: Flows of migrants and refugees 
(Inception c.12/2017, Interim c. 07/2018, 
Draft final c. 12/2018, Final c. 04/2019) 

General economic 
development, including 
long-term strategies 

• Development of cost benefit analysis 
models (United Kingdom) (July 2017) 

• Report of Likely Finance Models (United 
Kingdom) (September 2018) 

• Implementing the Rifkin Report: 3rd 
Industrial Revolution Strategy Study 

 

- SO2: ReSSI - Regional strategies for 
sustainable and inclusive territorial 
development (Interim 05/2017, Draft final 
09/2017, Final 11/2017) 

- SO1: Financial instruments and territorial 
cohesion (Inception c. 12/2017, Interim c. 
07/2018, Draft final c. 12/2018, Final c. 
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(Luxembourg) 
• Third Industrial Revolution Strategy study 

(Luxembourg) 
• Evaluation of Investment Programme 

(United Kingdom) (December 2019) 
 

Long-term strategies 
• Brussels 2025 Strategy (Belgium) (since 

October 2014) 
• Visie 2050 Flanders (Belgium) 

04/2019) 
- SO1: Possible European Territorial Futures 

(Draft final 07/2017, Final 11/2017) 
- ESPON 2013 ET2050: Territorial 

Scenarios and Visions for Europe 

Table 5: Preliminary TNO thematic overview for Group III 
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6.4 Transnational grouping IV – Southern Europe 

Group IV, Southern Europe: Bulgaria, Cyprus, Croatia, Italy, Greece, Malta, Portugal (including the Madeira and Azores), Romania, and Spain (including 
the Canary Islands). 

Topic Relevant on-going and up-coming policy 
process and estimated timing Needs for policy support ESPON related research outputs 

Policy centric 
integrated 
development spatial 
planning 
(+ integrated 
development urban 
and rural areas) 

• Territorial development strategy of 
Romania 2030 (Romania) (on-going 
since 2013) 

• National Territorial Planning Act 
(Romania) (2017), with National 
Territorial Planning Act – Section IV The 
Settlements Network (ongoing since 
2015) (Romania) 

• National Program for Territorial 
Cohesion (PNCT), fostering inland areas 
(Portugal) (on-going since 2016) 

• National Spatial Development Strategy 
(Croatia) (June 2017) 

• Review Process of Spatial Plans for 
main Urban Areas (Cyprus) (December 
2017) 

• New Regional Planning Laws (Italy) 
(December 2017) 

• New National Soil Consumption Law 
(Italy) (December 2017) 

• Cohesive investments in the Southern 
area with regards to services of general 
interest, social inclusion, employment 
(Italy) 

• National Guidelines for port cities spatial 
planning and land sea systemic 
integration (Italy 2017-2018) 

• Maritime Spatial Planning Draft Bill 
(Cyprus) (currently pending for 
discussion in Parliament) 

• Updated «National Spatial Development 
Policy Program» (Portugal) (April 2018) 

• Strategy for internal areas (Italy) (2020) 

• Landscape character assessment 
(Cyprus) 

• Integrated development between cities 
and rural and specific regions (Greece) 

• Territorial Impact Assessment, urban 
functional areas (Romania) 

• Need of further support evidence on the 
importance of regional smart 
specialisation strategies (Portugal) 

• Depopulation and shrinking population, 
relation between rural and urban areas 
(Italy) 

• Contrast to depopulation and shrinking 
population in seismic areas by an 
integrated relation between rural and 
urban areas on the base of Cultural 
heritage spatial planning and Sustainable 
tourism strategic plans (Italy) 

• Support evidence on integrated relation 
between urban/territorial land and sea 
(Italy) 

• Demographic transformations, rural-urban 
interactions, development of medium-
sized cities (Portugal) 

• Integrated territorial approaches in support 
of polycentric territorial development - use 
and potential of existing instruments for 
integrated territorial development to 
promote polycentric development of 
European territory (Bulgaria) 

• Applicable territorial and urban indicators, 
measuring integrated territorial 
development (Bulgaria) 

- SO1: Comparative Analysis of Territorial 
Governance and Spatial Planning Systems 
in Europe (Interim 05/2017, Draft final 
01/2018, Final 05/2018) 

- SO2: SPIMA – Spatial dynamics and 
strategic planning in metropolitan areas 
(Interim 05/2017, Draft final 08/2017, Final 
11/2017) 

- SO2: Thinking and Planning in Areas of 
Territorial Cooperation (Interim 05/2017, 
Draft final 08/2017, Final 11/2017) 

- SO1: Inner Peripheries: national territories 
facing challenges of access to basic 
services of general interest (Draft final 
08/2017, Final 12/2017) 

- Policy brief: Polycentric Territorial 
Structures and Territorial Cooperation 
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• National Regional Development Strategy 
of the Republic of Bulgaria (Bulgaria) 
(2012-2022) 

• National Concept for Spatial 
Development 2013-2025 (Bulgaria) 

Migration 

• Cohesive investments in the Southern 
area with regards to services of general 
interest, social inclusion, youth 
employment (Italy) (2016-2020) 

• Managing of Migration and Refugees 
(Italy) (2016-2020) 

• Migration, including future effects of 
climate change (eco-migrants) was raised 
as an important topic by Malta (Malta) 

• Migration was stressed as a fundamental 
topic by all Southern countries 

• Social multi-ethnic intercultural integration 
in urban/metropolitan areas (Italy) 

• Migrants inclusion in cities (Italy) 

- SO1: Flows of migrants and refugees 
(Inception c.12/2017, Interim c. 07/2018, 
Draft final c. 12/2018, Final c. 04/2019) 

- SO1: Inner Peripheries: national territories 
facing challenges of access to basic 
services of general interest (Draft final 
08/2017, Final 12/2017) 

- SO2: Territorial and Urban Potentials 
Connected to Migration and Refugee 
Flows (Inception c.08/2017, Interim c. 
11/2018, Draft final c. 03/2018, Final c. 
06/2018) 

- ESPON 2013: SeGI - Indicators and 
Perspectives for Services of General 
Interest in Territorial Cohesion and 
Development 

- DEMIFER 

Stakeholders 
engagement, 
administration, and 
governance 

• Consultation and survey of Stakeholders 
(Italy) (December 2017) 

• Administrative Act (Italy) (April 2017) 
• Public Administration Capacity Building 

(Italy) 
• PON Governance (Italy) (2020) 
• Capital Humano, part of Portugal 2020 

(Portugal) (on-going since 2015) 

• Need for training expressed by Romania 
on monitoring the developments of the 
strategies put in place in past years 
(Romania) 

• Engagement and involvement of local 
stakeholders and beneficiaries, role of 
municipalities (Portugal) 

• Quality of information and participatory 
procedures in decision-making (Italy) 

• Lack of integrated strategies, instruments 
are sectoral, missing a holistic approach 
aligning strategies at all levels (from local 
to European) (Italy) 

- SO1: Comparative Analysis of Territorial 
Governance and Spatial Planning Systems 
in Europe (Interim 05/2017, Draft final 
01/2018, Final 05/2018) 

- SO2: SPIMA – Spatial dynamics and 
strategic planning in metropolitan areas 
(Interim 05/2017, Draft final 08/2017, Final 
11/2017) 

- SO2: Thinking and Planning in Areas of 
Territorial Cooperation (Interim 05/2017, 
Draft final 08/2017, Final 11/2017) 

- ESPON 2013 TANGO 
- Policy Brief: Territorial Implication of Better 

Regulation for Europe towards 2050 
(5/2016) 

Blue Growth 

• Blue Growth Strategy (Greece) 
• Coastal and Marine Management 

Strategy (Croatia) (June 2017) 
• Maritime Spatial Planning Draft Bill 

• The topic of transport related to insularity 
challenges and blue growth was stressed 
by the Greek Ministry of Economy & 
Development (Greece) 

- ESPON 2013 ESaTDOR 
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(Cyprus) (currently pending for 
discussion in Parliament) 

• Greece leading “Blue Growth” Pillar of 
the European Strategy for the Adriatic 
and Ionian macro-Region (EUSAIR) 

• Operational Programme Mar 2020, part 
of Portugal 2020 (Portugal) (on-going 
since 2015) 

• Cross-Border Maritime Spatial Planning 
in the Black Sea (2014-2017) – 
MARSPLAN-BS Project (Romania-
Bulgaria) 

• Blue Growth Strategy (Italy) by National 
Guide lines for port cities spatial 
planning and land sea systemic 
integration (Italy) (2017-2018) 

• Relation between blue growth and 
governance of city ports with regards to 
their impact on sustainability, land-sea 
integration (Italy) 

• Maritime spatial planning, integrated 
coastal zone management, flooding and 
coastal erosion (Cyprus) 

Urban development 
(+ integrated 
development urban 
and rural areas) 

• Review of Urban/ Spatial Planning 
Legislation (Cyprus) (September 2017) 

• Urban Planning (Spain) (June 2018) 
• Metropolitan Areas (Italy) (2020) 
• POR-FESR-SUS Urban Sustainable 

Development Strategy (Italy) 
• PON Metro on Metropolitan cities (Italy) 

• Revitalisation of urban centres (Cyprus) 
• Urban regeneration particularly in 

deprived neighbourhoods (Portugal) 
• Integrated development between cities 

and rural and specific regions (Greece) 
• Rural-urban interactions (Portugal) 
• Relation between rural and urban 

areas, and polycentric metropolitan 
cities (Italy) 

• Applicable territorial and urban 
indicators, measuring integrated 
territorial development (Bulgaria) 

• Approaches and instruments to support 
sustainable and integrated urban 
development (Bulgaria) 

• Future of the Territorial Agenda after 
2020 with emphasis on the need for 
closer linking of the new Territorial 
Agenda with the new Strategy Europe 
2020+ (Bulgaria) 

- SO2: SPIMA – Spatial dynamics and 
strategic planning in metropolitan areas 
(Interim 05/2017, Draft final 08/2017, Final 
11/2017) 

- SO1: Inner Peripheries: national territories 
facing challenges of access to basic 
services of general interest (Draft final 
08/2017, Final 12/2017) 

- SO1: Comparative Analysis of Territorial 
Governance and Spatial Planning Systems 
in Europe (Interim 05/2017, Draft final 
01/2018, Final 05/2018) 

- Policy brief: Polycentric Territorial 
Structures and Territorial Cooperation 

- SGPTD 
- Policy brief on SGP 

Rural development 
(+ integrated 
development urban 
and rural areas) 

• Territorial development strategy of 
Romania 2030, priority rural 
development (Romania) (ongoing since 
2013) 

• Need of training on monitoring the 
developments of the strategies put in 
place in past years (Romania) 

• Depopulation and shrinking population, 

- SO1: Inner Peripheries: national territories 
facing challenges of access to basic 
services of general interest (Draft final 
08/2017, Final 12/2017) 

- Policy Brief: Smart and innovative 



 
 

42 

• National Rural Development Programme 
2020 (Romania) 

• RDP (Rural Development Programme) 
part of Portugal 2020 (Portugal) (on-
going since 2015) 

relation between rural and urban areas in 
inner periphery and internal areas (Italy) 

• Demographic transformations, rural-urban 
interactions, development of medium-
sized cities (Portugal) 

• Integrated development between cities 
and rural and specific regions (Greece) 

approaches to responding to the 
developmental challenges of shrinking 
rural areas (c. 09/2017) 

- ESPON 2013 EDORA 
- ESPON 2013 PURR 

Ageing population and 
health 
(+ demographic 
change) 

• Telehealth (Portugal) (2017) 
• Cohesive investments in the Southern 

area with regards to services of general 
interest, social inclusion, employment. 
Strategy for internal areas (Italy) 

• New Hospital in Padua (Italy) 
• National Strategy to promote active 

ageing and protection of the elderly for 
the period 2015-2020 (approved in 
2015) (Romania) 

• Ensuring basic services and coverage for 
ageing population was stressed by 
Romania (Romania) 

• Prevention of the seismic risk in Italy in the 
whole (2017) – urban and rural areas – 
residential intervention by owners (Italy) 

• Demographic transformations, rural-urban 
interactions, development of medium-
sized cities (Portugal) 

- SO1: Inner Peripheries: national territories 
facing challenges of access to basic 
services of general interest (Draft final 
08/2017, Final 12/2017) 

- Policy Brief: Smart and innovative 
approaches to responding to the 
developmental challenges of shrinking 
rural areas (c. 09/2017) 

- ESPON 2013: SeGI - Indicators and 
Perspectives for Services of General 
Interest in Territorial Cohesion and 
Development 

- ESPON 2013 TiPSE (case studies on 
access to services of general interest in 
sparsely populated areas) 

- SO2: Future Digital Health in the EU 
(Inception c. 12/2017, Interim c. 03/2018, 
Draft final c. 07/2018, Final c. 10/2018) 

Employment and social 
issues 

• Ministerial Direction on Affordable 
Housing (Cyprus) (currently pending 
approval of Council of Ministers) 

• The Government Programme, priority 
ensure basic services for citizens 
(Romania) (2017-2020) 

• Seismic Risk Programme: Rebuilding 
Destroyed Areas (Italy) (2016-2020) 

• Special annual programme (2017) called 
“Sisma Bounus” (Italy) 

• PON Metro for social housing and 
Habitat III (Italy) 

• Piano di Azione Coesione (Italy) (2007-
2013) 

• Social inclusion and employment, part of 
Portugal 2020 (Portugal) (on-going since 

• Ensure basic service for citizens (water 
supply, primary schools especially for rural 
areas). Increasing quality of life and 
income of people, job opportunities, 
revenue for vulnerable categories 
(Romania) 

• Depopulation and shrinking population, 
relation between rural and urban areas 
(Italy) 

• Demographic transformations, rural-urban 
interactions, development of medium-
sized cities (Portugal) 

• Housing affordability (Cyprus) 
• Gender segregation of public space, 

exclusion of women from public areas for 
security and cultural reasons (Spain) 

- SO1: Geography of new employment 
dynamics in Europe (Draft final 08/2017, 
Final 12/2017) 

- SO2: Youth unemployment: territorial 
trends and regional resilience (Inception c. 
12/2017, Interim c. 07/2018, Draft final c. 
12/2018, Final c. 04/2019) 

- ESPON 2013: SeGI - Indicators and 
Perspectives for Services of General 
Interest in Territorial Cohesion and 
Development 

- Policy Brief: Smart and innovative 
approaches to responding to the 
developmental challenges of shrinking 
rural areas (c. 09/2017) 
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2014) 

Climate change and 
environmental issues 

• Climate Adapt Strategy (Croatia) (June 
2017) 

• Habitat III National Report (Italy) 

• Relation between blue growth and 
governance of city ports with regards to 
their impact on sustainability (Italy) 

• Green infrastructures and ecosystems, 
adaptation to climate change, low-carbon 
economy, circular economy (Portugal) 

• Climate change, flooding and coastal 
erosion (Cyprus) 

• Need of updating energy regulations to 
align with state-of-the-art knowledge (Italy) 

- SO1: Territories and low-carbon economy 
(Draft final 07/2017, Final 11/2017) 

- SO1: Green infrastructure and ecosystem 
services (Inception c. 11/2017, Interim c. 
06/2018, Draft final c. 11/2018, Final c. 
03/2019) 

- SO1: Circular economy and territorial 
consequences (Inception c. 12/2017, 
Interim c. 07/2018, Draft final c. 12/2018, 
Final c. 04/2019) 

- SO1: Possible European Territorial 
Futures (Draft final 07/2017, Final 
11/2017) 

- ESPON 2013: CLIMATE - Climate Change 
and Territorial Effects on Regions and 
Local Economies in Europe 

- Policy Brief: Pathways to a circular 
economy in cities and regions (10/2016) 

- Climate update 

Transport infrastructure 

• Public Transport National: PON 
Infrastructures and networks 2020 (Italy) 

• Strategy for Transport Infrastructures 
and Logistic Def 2016 (Italy) 

• National Guide lines for port cities spatial 
planning and land sea systemic 
integration (Italy) (2017) 

• The Government Programme (2017-
2020), priority “efficient interconnection 
of transport and development of 
infrastructure” (Romania) (2017-2020) 

• Strategy for the development of the 
transport system of the Republic of 
Bulgaria until 2020 (Bulgaria) 

• The importance of unified/unique transport 
scenario and the need for support was 
stressed by the Italian ECP (Italy) 

• The topic of transport related to insularity 
challenges and blue growth was stressed 
by the Greek Ministry of Economy & 
Development (Greece) 

- ESPON 2013: TRACC - TRansport 
ACCessibility at regional/local scale and 
patterns in Europe 

- ESPON 2006: Territorial impact of EU 
transport and TEN policies 

Cross-border and 
macro-regional 
strategies 

• Structured deals with cross-border 
cooperation programmes and European 
macro strategies (Italy) 

• Macro-regional strategies and territorial 
integration (Greece) 

• Structured cross-border cooperative 
macro-regions in European macro 
strategies (Italy) 

- SO2: Thinking and Planning in Areas of 
Territorial Cooperation (Interim 05/2017, 
Draft final 08/2017, Final 11/2017) 

- SO2: Cross-border Public Services 
(Inception c. 12/2017, Interim c. 03/2018, 
Draft final c. 07/2018, Final c. 10/2018) 

- SO2: Alps2050 – Common spatial 
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perspectives for the Alpine Space. 
Towards a common vision (Inception c. 
12/2017, Interim c. 03/2018, Draft final c. 
07/2018, Final c. 10/2018) 

- SO2: LinkPAs - Linking networks of 
protected areas to territorial development 
(Inception c.08/2017, Interim c. 11/2018, 
Draft final c. 03/2018, Final c. 06/2018) 

Monitoring tools  
• Need for training on monitoring the 

developments of the strategies put in 
place in past years (Romania) 

- SO3: European and Macroregional 
Monitoring Tools (11/2018) 

- SO3: Functional Urban and Metropolitan 
regions in Europe Tool (12/2018) 

- BSR-Temo – monitoring of the BSR 

Economic development 

• Plan of Economic Development 
(Spain) (2018) 

• Unique Document of economics and 
finance 2017-2018 (Italy) 

• Transition of regional economies toward 
full European integration (Italy) 

- SO2: ReSSI - Regional strategies for 
sustainable and inclusive territorial 
development (Interim 05/2017, Draft final 
09/2017, Final 11/2017) 

- SO1: Financial instruments and territorial 
cohesion (Inception c. 12/2017, Interim c. 
07/2018, Draft final c. 12/2018, Final c. 
04/2019) 

- SO1: Possible European Territorial 
Futures (Draft final 07/2017, Final 
11/2017) 

- SO1: World in Europe 
Table 6: Preliminary TNO thematic overview for Group IV
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7 Conclusion 
The needs assessment has provided the TNO team with valuable input about the main current and 
future policy priorities of ESPON stakeholders, their preferences regarding activities, and their 
content needs. Based on the results, a first selection of topics and activities per transnational 
grouping has been produced (see section above). These results will shape the annual work plans. 
In addition to this, and most importantly, the needs assessment has triggered the cooperation 
process within the ECPs as foreseen in the TNO Strategy document. The main outcomes of the 
process can be summarised as follows: 

 
• A significant part of the respondents come from regional and local authorities, showing an 

increasing need from these organisations in receiving support from ESPON. Therefore, the 
organisation of activities specially targeted to these groups might need special attention. 

• Regarding topics, in very broad terms (please refer to the previous sections for further 
details), stakeholders selected transport infrastructure, promotion of small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs), urban challenges (including urban densification), migration, blue 
growth (particularly in Mediterranean countries), ageing and silver economy, and Smart 
Specialisation Strategies as some of the most pressing topics to be dealt with through TNO 
activities. In addition to this, urban sprawl, rural-urban integrated development, and 
depopulation of rural areas, are mentioned across all transnational groupings as “policy 
questions that require further support”, suggesting that this topic might need special 
attention under ESPON TNO activities. Lastly, an important number of countries — France, 
Luxembourg, Czech Republic, Italy, Luxembourg, Germany — identify cross-border 
cooperation as a topic that requires further policy support. 

• Regarding the policy cycle, when asked about current and future policy strategies, 
respondents make a clear link to the EU Cohesion Policy, stressing current operational 
programmes 2014-2020, the mid-term review of those programmes, as well as the 
preparation of the next, post-2020, programming period. Moreover, it is worth noting that 
many countries are currently working on preparing new national spatial planning strategies. 

• Concerning the type of activities, many ECPs, and other stakeholders, stressed the need to 
have more case studies on the uptake of research results. Therefore, this should be 
considered in the production of shorter documents, transitional briefs, and transnational 
observations. Concerning the type of activities, many ESPON stakeholders expressed a 
preference for smaller and more practical events. 

• Lastly, ESPON stakeholders stressed cooperation with other EU territorial cooperation 
programmes, particularly Interreg programmes (especially Interreg Europe) and URBACT. 
This will be duly considered in the organisation of activities. 

 

As already highlighted, the needs assessment does not provide every answer regarding the type of 
activities to be developed under the TNO Strategy. The needs analysis is an on-going process. 
It will be updated, and duly adapted, to fit the needs of the ESPON community over time, 
with the feedback received from stakeholders. 
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8 Annex 1: Survey questions 
 

Policy needs for tailor-made territorial evidence support: ESPON seeks your views 

(M)= Mandatory field 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

1. Name:  

2. Position / Job title: 

3. (M) Country you represent: 

Drop-down list with ESPON 32 countries 

4. E-mail: 

5. Telephone number: 

6. (M) Please select the type of organisation you represent:  

a. University, academia or research centre 

b. National Government Organisation 

c. Regional / local Government Organisation 

d. Authorities implementing European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF) 
programmes 

e. Private sector 

f. Other (please specify):  

7.  (M) Following the survey, would you be available for a telephone interview? Y/N 

 

CURRENT POLICY PRIORITIES 

8. (M) Has your country recently developed a strategy or action plan concerning economic, 
social, and territorial cohesion? Y/N 

If yes, please specify the title 

9. (M)Which are your main economic, social, and territorial cohesion policy priorities?  
Please select up to five priorities from the list below. 

a. Institutional capacity building and efficient public administrations 

b. Promoting polycentric and balanced territorial development 

c. Encouraging integrated development in cities, rural and specific regions 

d. Territorial integration in cross-border and transnational functional regions 

e. Ensuring the global competitiveness of regions based on strong local economies 

f. Promoting Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) and start-ups in regions 
and cities 

g. Boosting employment and supporting labour mobility 
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h. Improving territorial connectivity for individuals, communities, and enterprises 

i. Investing in transport infrastructure, removing bottlenecks, and promoting 
sustainable urban mobility 

j. Protecting territorial cultural and architectural heritage 

k. Managing and connecting ecological, landscape and cultural values of regions 

l. Protecting the environment, bio-diversity and increasing resource efficiency 

 

10. (M) In your opinion, is there any policy question / topic that requires further support and 
research evidence to improve the quality of the current policy, the efficiency of 
implementation or the development of new policy?  

If Yes, please list the policy questions 

 

POLICY SUPPORT  

11. (M) Could an exchange between countries (e.g. sharing best practices or research 
evidence) help in addressing the previously-mentioned policy questions?  

12. What type of information would you like to see shared among ESPON countries?  

a. Policies 

b. Support instruments for policy implementation  

c. Policy evaluation reports (e.g. cost-benefit analysis)  

d. Best practices in uptake of research results into the policy making process  

e. Research projects’ outputs 

f. Other (please specify):  

 

13. ESPON provides a pan-European platform facilitating exchange of information among 32 
countries. In this perspective, are there any policy topics you would like to learn more 
about and from which country?  

Please provide up to three policy topics and for each one, please identify one ESPON 
country.  

Policy topic  Countries 

1 ___________  

2 ___________  

3 ___________  

 

FUTURE POLICY PROCESSES 

14. What are the foreseen policy processes in your country? 

Please list the policy processes and indicate the foreseen timing of launching  



 
 

48 

 

15. In the context of the future policy processes, what type of evidence support would you 
need? 

a. Policy recommendations  

b. Data 

c. Monitoring tools 

d. Case studies 

e. Implementation mechanisms 

f. Cost-benefit analysis 

 

NATIONAL / TRANSNATIONAL TERRITORIAL RESEARCH EVIDENCE  

16. Have you / your organisation recently produced territorial evidence research results / 
outputs, which could be useful / of interest for other organisations? 

If yes, please list the relevant information in the table below.  

Title of the research 
results / output 

Organisation 
responsible for 
preparation and 
partners 

Main topic / 
key words 

Was it used for the 
policy-making process. 
If yes, where and 
how? 

    

    

 

17. (M) Are you an ESPON Contact Point? Y/N 

 

TYPES OF OUTREACH ACTIVITIES (ONLY ECPs) 

18. (M)How could ESPON support you / your organisation in providing more visibility to the 
territorial evidence research results produced? 

 Future Policy Processes Foreseen timing (month and 
year) 

1   

2   

3   

4   

5   
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a. Producing briefs and summarising research results   

b. Organising events 

c. Providing training for you and your team 

d. Other (please specify):  

 

19. (M)In terms of events, which type(s) of high impact event would you recommend to 
promote the uptake of territorial evidence research results into the policy process in your 
country? 

a. Conferences – four conferences planned every 8-10 months (1.5 days, about 75-
100 participants, several sessions)  

b. Seminars – eight seminars planned two per transnational grouping of countries 
(0.5-1 day, 40-50 participants)  

c. Workshops – eight thematic workshops planned two per transnational grouping of 
countries (0.5-1 day, 20-25 participants) 

d. Training sessions (0.5-1 day, 20 participants) 

e. Other (please specify) 

 

20. (M)Which of the following training options would be the most useful for your work: 

a. Training on communication 

b. Training on social media 

c. Training on research evidence uptake 

d. Other, please specify 

 

21. (M)Would you see some opportunities of cooperation in designing and implementing 
outreach activities with…  

e. Other ESIF programmes 

f. INTERREG EUROPE Programme 

g. URBACT Programme 

h. INTERACT III 

i. Smart Specialisation Platform  

j. Smart Cities and Communities 

k. EU rural programmes  

l. Other National / regional programmes (please specify) 
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9 Annex 2: Interview Guidelines 
 

CONTACTS DETAILS (This information can be pre-filled in the case of a survey respondent)  

1. Name:  

2. Position / Job title: 

3. Country / region you represent:  

4. E-mail: 

5. Type of organisations you represent:  

a. University, academia, or research centre 

b. National / Regional / Local Government Organisation 

c. National Agency / Authorities implementing European Structural Investment 
Funding (ESIF) programmes 

 

Questions for all: 

6. From a general point of view, what are the key policy priorities in your country about 
economic, social,l and territorial cohesion?  

7. Does your country / government have a strategy for territorial development? If not, why? 

8. In your opinion, what are the policy questions that need further support or research 
evidence? 

Please identify them and explain what type of support you would recommend  

9. Is there any specific theme that you would suggest to include in ESPON Outreach activities 
(event, training, publications)? 

 

For university, research centre, academia, and private sector: 

1. Have you / your organisation recently produced territorial evidence, research results / 
outputs, which could be useful / of interest for the policy making process?  

2. What would be necessary for these outputs to have a bigger visibility in the policy-making 
process? 

3. How could ESPON support you / your organisation in providing more visibility and boosting 
the territorial research and evidence produced, for uptake into the policy process? 

4. Is there a specific topic or research theme that you would like to learn more from another 
country?  

Please specify the country  

 

For Policy Makers and authority implementing ESIF: 

1. From the areas you mentioned above, what type of activities would you like to see 
organised by ESPON for the benefit of your organisation (events, workshops, training, 
translations, etc.)? 
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2. What would be the best timing for receiving this support? (month / year) 

3. Is there a specific topic or policy process about which  you would like to learn more from 
another country? 

Please specify the country  

4. Overall, what is your experience and opinion in the policy uptake of research evidence? 
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Female 
49% 

Male 
51% 

10 Annex 3: Aggregated results of the survey responses 
- Survey Analysis - 

This report collects all the answers provided in the “Policy needs for tailor-made territorial evidence 
support: ESPON seeks your views” survey. 

The total number of survey responses was 145, but only 117 responses can be considered valid, 
mainly for three reasons: 

• Some respondents took the survey twice 
• Some respondents skipped most of the questions 
• Some respondents provided inconsistent and invalid answers to the open questions   

Personal information of the respondents (name, telephone number and e-mail address) are 
considered confidential, and have not been included in this document.  

 

ANSWERS PER DAY 

 

Gender  

- Total number of answers: 117 (56 female and 58 male) 
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Position/Job title 

-  Total number of answers: 110 

Country 

- Total Number of Answers: 117 

 

Slovakia, Malta. Liechtenstein, and Ireland are not represented in this sample 
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Type of organisation 

- Total Number of Answers: 117 

 

 

The responses for the answer choice “Other” are the following: 

• NGO (4 Answers); 
• Technology Park (1 Answer); 
• European Association of regional and local development agencies (1 Answer); 
• BIC - Business Innovation Centre (1 Answer); 
• Personal (1 Answer); 
• Joint Programme of research jointly funded by the EC and MS (1 Answer); 
• Self-employed consultant (1 Answer); 

  

18.80% 

19.66% 

35.04% 

6.84% 

9.40% 

10.26% 

UNIVERSITY, ACADEMIA OR RESEARCH CENTRE 

NATIONAL GOVERNMENT ORGANISATION 

REGIONAL / LOCAL GOVERNMENT ORGANISATION 

NATIONAL AGENCY/AUTHORITIES IMPLEMENTING 
EUROPEAN STRUCTURAL FUNDS (ESIF) 
PROGRAMMES 

PRIVATE SECTOR 

OTHER 
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Development of a Strategy / Action plan concerning Economic, Social and 
Territorial Cohesion 

[Has your country recently developed a strategy or action plan concerning economic, social, and 
territorial cohesion? If yes, please provide the title] 

 
- Total number of answers:  82 (57 YES, 25 NO) 

 

 

 List of Strategies 

1 Il Piano di Azione Coesione 
2 Structure deals with cross-border cooperation programs 

3 National Spatial Development Strategy - Draft Proposal National Regional Development 
Strategy 

4 

«National Program for Territorial Cohesion» (PNCT), approved in 2016 (Council of Ministers 
Resolution No. 72/2016, October 20th), covering a set of measures in the various areas of 
governance fostering development and cohesion in inland areas. 
«National Spatial Development Policy Program» (PNPOT), approved in 2007(Law n.º 
58/2007, September 4th, rectified by Declarations of Rectification n.º 80-A/2007, September 
7th and n.º 103-A/2007, November 23rd), a territorial development instrument of a strategic 
nature establishing the great options relevant for the organization of the national territory, 
since 2016 undergoing an update (Council of Ministers Resolution No. 44/2016, June 8th) 

5 Accordo di partenariato 
6 Structure deals with the territorial cooperation programs and the European macro strategies 
7 Habitat III Italy’s National Report together with other plans on individual sectors 
8 POR-FESR - SUS urban sustainable development strategy 

9 

The broad directions of national territoriality oriented social, economic and environmental 
policy by the year 2020 based on the principles of sustainable development are established 
in The Comprehensive plan of the territory of the Republic of Lithuania. The Comprehensive 
plan was approved by the ministries, by the governors of the counties, checked by the State 
Territorial planning and construction inspectorate, approved by the Government of Republic 
of Lithuania and in October 29, 2002 adopted by Seimas (the Parliament of the Republic of 

YES 
70% 

NO 
30% 
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Lithuania) by Decision of Seimas No IX-1154. Basing on the preliminary solutions of the 
Comprehensive plan, the main solutions of the territory are presented in following main 
directions: - common territorial structures, - specialized territorial structures, - spatial 
integration of the development of the territory of the state, - reserving the territories for the 
common needs of the state. The Comprehensive plan is obligatory for state governmental 
institutions taking decisions on national level related to the use, management, and protection 
of the territory of the country, forming regional policy. Furthermore, it forms planning 
conditions for national level special plans, long term programmes and strategies and for 
regional level comprehensive and special plans. The use and protection of marine areas of 
Lithuania are regulated by the Upgrading of the Comprehensive Plan of the Republic of 
Lithuania by Marine Areas, approved by the Parliament of the Republic of Lithuania by the 
Resolution No. XII-1781 on 11th of June, 2015. The National Environmental Protection 
Strategy approved by the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania of 16 April 2015. The Strategy 
has been drawn up in order to define the priority areas of the environmental protection policy, 
long-term objectives up to 2030 and a vision for the Lithuanian environment up to 2050. The 
Strategy contributes to the implementation of goals of Sustainable development. The 
strategic objective is to attain a healthy, clean, and safe Lithuanian environment, which would 
also meet the needs of the society, environmental protection and economy in a sustainable 
way 

10 Regional plan for economic development in Telemark 
11 Visie 2050 
12 The most current is the PA 2014-2020 
13 Territorial Development Strategy of Romania 
14 Observator 

15 At the national level, the elaboration of a comprehensive territorial strategy does not seem to 
rank among the priorities of "CGET (Commissariat Général à l'Egalité des Territoires)" 

16 "Position of the Czech Republic to the territorial cohesion" from 2011 
17 Österreichisches Raumentwicklungskonzept 2011 (ÖREK 2011) STRAT.AT 2020 
18 Revitalizacion del barrio de la estacion 

19 Portugal 2020: Complemented by national and operacional programes and regional 
development pacts 

20 RIS3 
21 Regional Development Priorities 2016-2019 

22 

The French strategy is composed of three main frameworks : 1) One at the regional level, the 
"Contrats de Projets Etats-Régions" (one per French region), based on national orientations : 
multimodal mobility, research and innovation, ecological and energetic transition, ICT, 
economic innovation; a specific strategy for the development of mountain areas ("Contrats 
interrégionaux de projet Etat-Régions) 2) at the urban local level: actions on derelict urban 
areas ("Politique de la ville"), on urban renewal and social cohesion policies ; specific policies 
dedicated to small and medium size cities ( <10 000 to < 50 000 inhabitants) targeted at 
services, housing, economic development and ecological transition 3) at the local rural level: 
3) at rural local level : the "Pôles d'excellence ruraux" and the "Contrats de ruralité", mainly 
focused on economic development, support to rural public services) 

23 Plano para a Coesão Territorial - Portugal 2020 
24 Summary National Policy Strategy for Infrastructure and Spatial Planning 
25 The Association Agreemento of Spain Operational Programs 
26 Operational Programme for EU Structural Funds Investments for 2014-2020 
27 Structure vision on infrastructure and spatial planning 
28 Portugal 2020 
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29 Thueringen 2020 

30 Sustainable growth and jobs 2014 - 2020 - Finland's structural funds programme' ERDF and 
ESF 

31 Strategy 2025 

32 
The AAL Programme, being a MS driven programme, it only recently opened up to regions as 
possible funding authorities in the programme (structural funds matching the EC is however 
not allowed) 

33 Estratégia de Eficiência Colectiva (Pólos e Clusters) 
34 Cohesion Policy in the United Kingdom 
35 Estonian Regional Development strategy 2014-2020 
36 Sweden’s National Strategy for Sustainable Regional Growth and Attractiveness 2015–2020 

36 National and Regional Operational Programmes on different topics, in compliance with the 
EU requirements 

37 Regionale Investerings Agenda (De kracht van Oost Nederland & S3 strategy) 
38 National Development and Territorial Development Concept (2014) 
39 Portugal 2020 
49 Swiss Spatial Strategy (2012) 
41 National Strategy for territorial Development 2035  
42 Partnership Agreement 2014-2020 

43 National development strategy and National Spatial planning strategy are under development 
at the moment. 

44 Integrated sustainable urban development plan 

45 

Not in a unique document. The strategy summarises several sectoral lines devoted to: 
Internal areas, Pacts for development, Strategy for Intelligent (smart and digital) 
development, South of Italy, Metropolitan cities, governance and institutional capacity 
building. It also includes some sub-thematic strategies (as school buildings, health services, 
etc.) and it should be integrated by the National Transport Strategy. 

46 Sweden’s National Strategy for Sustainable Regional Growth and Attractiveness 2015–2020 
47 "Programa Nacional para a Coesão Territorial" 
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Main Economic, Social and Territorial Cohesion Policy Priorities 

[Which are your main economic, social, and territorial cohesion policy priorities?] 

- Total number of answers: 82 

 

Secondary priority (25%-30% of choices): 

• Improving territorial connectivity for individuals, communities, and enterprises (27 
answers); 

• Boosting employment and supporting labour mobility (26 answers); 
• Promoting polycentric and balanced territorial development (25 answers); 

The responses for the answer choice “Other” (15 answers) are the following: 

• Transition towards low-carbon economy in all sectors; Ecological and energetic transition; 
“Smart City”; TRANSPORT 

• Circular economy; ENVI 
• Universities, Research, and Innovation (to boost RTD, innovation and competitiveness); 

COMPETIT 
• Adapting to climate change especially in urban areas; ENVI 
• Development of a Silver Economy (use of ICT solutions and strengthening the related 

market); SMES 
• Integrated Health, Social Care and e-health Technology; 
• Managing housing-shortages, rigid housing market; INTEGRATION 
• Improving information quality & procedures in decision making; CAPACITY B 
• Urban regeneration, social inclusion in inner peripheries; INTEGRATION 
• Assisting to utilize knowledge - human and social capital of people still living in 

"undeveloped" places (cities and rural areas, also frontiers of the EU), by using their place-
based (tacit) knowledge, support to bright individuals (agents, local leaders and their run 
micro-enterprises or organizations, smaller than SMES) in "no-places"/ in-betweenness" 
(from the Brussels point of view); COMPET. 

33 

36 

36 

37 

39 

40 

Institutional capacity building & efficient public 
administrations 

Protecting the environment, biodiversity and increasing 
resource efficiency 

Ensuring the global competitiveness of regions based on 
strong local economies 

Encouraging integrated development in cities, rural and 
specific regions 

Promoting Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) 
and start-ups in regions and cities 

Investing in transport infrastructure, removing 
bottlenecks and promoting sustainable urban mobility 

TOP 6 POLICY PRIORITIES (more than 40 % of choices) 
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Policy question/topic that requires further support and research evidence to 
improve the quality / efficiency of implementation / development 

[In your opinion, is there any policy question/topic that requires further support and research 
evidence to improve the quality of the current policy, the efficiency of implementation or the 
development of new policy? If yes, please list the policy questions] 

- Total number of answers: 82 (56 YES, 26 NO) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 List of policy questions that require further support 

1 Data is needed at NUTS 2 level; 

2 Consider the relation with the Blue Growth policy and MSP and governance of city ports and 
their large areas with regards to impacts and suitable-sustainable policy addresses; 

3 Research topics: Shrinking Regions (cities), urban/rural depopulation, Smart and innovative 
cities Landscape policies; 

4 Social multi-ethnic intercultural integration - knowledge cultural value and territorial identity; 

5 

Green infrastructures and ecosystem services; adaptation to climate change at different 
levels of governance; low carbon economy approach; globalization and regional 
competitiveness; territories and circular economy; development of medium sized cities; social 
inclusion and cohesion; demographic transformations; rural-urban interactions concerning 
cities and their hinterlands; urban regeneration, namely in deprived neighbourhoods; 

6 Consider the relation with the Blue Growth policy and MSP and governance of city ports and 
their large areas with regards to impacts and suitable-sustainable policy addresses; 

7 Territorial dimension of land-sea integration in the framework of Blue Growth policy; 

8 

1) Compact and sustainable cities (studies on the impact of urban planning policies on rural 
areas and how these are affecting development prospects for cities and regions; identification 
of the determinants that drive a compact or sprawling zones); 2) urban sprawl (solutions to 
overcome the co-ordination gaps among different ministries and local authorities and better 
data on anti-sprawl policies and the interactions between different regulations); 3) inclusive 
decision-making (planning and implementation capacity of cities and local governments); 4) 

Yes 
68.29% 

No 
31.71% 
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resilient infrastructure (the competing priorities of urban planners: conservation vs. 
development, short-term vs. long-term, including through behavioural change); 5) monitoring 
progress towards urban sustainability and the SDGs (technical advances for data collection 
and analysis); 6) win-win solutions for inclusive cities (guidelines to facilitate the engagement 
of lower-income and vulnerable populations in the local planning and policy making 
processes); 7) tax policies and land use outcomes (better understanding of the unintended 
consequences of taxes at the local/sub national levels and better measures of sprawl are 
needed to understand the effects and analyse the efficiency of different fiscal instruments); 8) 
housing: strengthening policies, innovative and diversified housing solutions; 

9 Boosting employment and supporting labour mobility; 

10 

After ESDP and the Territorial Agenda and ahead of Brexit: reassessing spatial 
(dis)integration (considering also the spatial significance of multi-speed Europe) Building 
resilient cross-border regions - assessing the impact of re-bordering processes Spatial 
patterns of the digital economy Sustainable urbanization; 

11 

Landscape character assessment/ policy formulation/ policy implementation/ tools/ incentives 
Maritime spatial planning, integrated coastal zone management Housing affordability/ 
addressing needs of population/ policy sustainability Urban centre revitalization, particularly 
regarding economic activity/ attractiveness to businesses Climate change: land use aspects 
(e.g. Finnish example), including effects of flooding and coastal erosion; 

12 
What is the role spatial policy should play in achieving the switch towards a low-carbon and 
circular economy. What are the most efficient policy instruments that can achieve this (rules 
and regulations or partnerships and a bottom-up approach?); 

13 Promoting peripheral area's development as part of regional and national growth strategies; 
14 Macro regional strategies and territorial integration; 
15 Administrative capacity building; 

16 

Land policy. Territorial integration policy: identification/tackling of issues of real cross-
border/macro regional relevance. Another important objective should be the improvement of 
cross-cultural communication between territorial development practitioners: elaboration of a 
cross-cultural glossary / thesaurus of key-issues and key-concepts; 

17 Analysis of total VALUE and cost of smart city technologies; 

18 National spatial strategy, which combines, respects and recognizes the roles of all regions 
and types of areas, with a view to achieving the national and international targets; 

19 Green Infrastructure; 

20 
What possible governance tools could strengthen the urban-rural linkages in order to 
overcome administrative fragmentation and rigidity? How can the ITI instrument be used to 
promote and formalize urban-rural relationships at the metropolitan level? 

21 

To create such research / policy-making support that includes representatives with local 
knowledge from all territories of the EU. Current policy excludes individual researchers from 
small and poor countries, only institutions /organizations participate in policy-making. That 
means if country or region does not have a strong research institution with adequate 
financing - all that local knowledge is never included in analysis of the ESPON. Everyday 
reality seems moving away from images produced in the EU institutions that are based on 
very rough often incorrect data about region/country. Whatever disciplinary cohesion we 
think, it is about humans living in particular places. The problem lies in that the least 
information correct data and other social facts we have about people and their motilities and 
lifestyles. Data indicates only normative side of the human life, relations between people and 
administrations - real life are different. In the EU we have better information on plants and 
animals then about people and their knowledges, skills and values; 

22 "Decarbonisation strategies", digitalization & spatial development; 
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23 Gender segregation of public space, how women are excluded from public areas because of 
security or cultural reasons; 

24 

Policy design process lack involvement of local beneficiaries - also lacks a 
transversal/horizontal approach i.e. crossing different policy domains. - policy concepts 
around "innovation", "entrepreneurship", "competitiveness", "smart specialization S3", 
"sustainability" ... etc., needs better explanation to citizens and local authorities; 

25 Built environment, cultural heritage values; 

26 

How to combine economic development & competitiveness of the regions with sustainable 
and decreasing use of all resources (i.e. circular economy)? Economic development and 
protection of the environment are no more separate issues (like your list above indicates) - 
they must exist at the same time and be tackled together. This kind of "resource wisdom" will 
be decisive for our future; 

27 The cost of non-coordination, mainly due to territorial competition in terms of taxes and the 
way to tackle this issue; 

28 Encouraging integrated development in cities, rural and specific regions; 

29 Water safety, water quality and fresh water supply, regional development, economic network, 
urbanization and connectivity, energy and spatial planning, subsurface planning; 

30 How does smart city technology help to face cities coming challenges in economy, livability, 
sustainability and resilience to climate change? 

31 Integrated and sustainable urban renewal policies /land take limitation - Relationship between 
spatial planning and strategic planning at a wide area and metropolitan territorial scale; 

32 Employment Social Economy Health and social care; 

33 
For the development of a proper AAL market a proper standardization policy could help. Also, 
a stronger role of the silver economy in the Europe 2020 strategy might be useful. Stronger 
focus on co-creation with end users also at policy level can be of help; 

34 Research, Development and Innovation; 
35 Developing financial instruments to develop Regional Silver Economy; 

36 

The EU and national regional/cohesion policy mechanism and governance structures related 
to spatial patterns should be analysed. Several evaluation reports noted that EU measures of 
the 2007-13 programming period increased regional differences within Estonia (e.g. 
http://www.praxis.ee/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/sv-m6ju-regionaalarengule.pdf) Despite the 
fact that Estonia has 3-4th largest regional differences in EU, measured by NUTS3 GDP 
dispersion per capita, national territorial cohesion has not been considered as a problem 
among sectoral ministries during the last 15 years. Regional Development Strategy has been 
simply ignored by most central agencies. Another major issue derives from the ongoing 
governance reform. The soon amalgamated local governments will still remain too small and 
fragmented for effective business promotion as well as strong partnership with Estonian 
Enterprise and other state agencies. There will be no regional administrative level anymore 
by 2018 because county governments will be disbanded. Regrettably, majority of Estonian 
counties are well established functional urban regions so that newly designed governance 
patterns fully ignore spatial functionality; 

36 Last mile goods distribution, first mile refuse collection; 

37 

Regional reforms: It has been difficult to promote and succeed with general regional/local 
reforms in Sweden. It would be interesting to know how similar reforms had been taken care 
of and worked out in other European countries. What was the reason for the reform? What 
were the pros -and cons in the reform discussion? What were the general political and 
economic conditions of the countries? Which institutions have been involved? Top-down 
approach bottom-up reform process; 

38 In the field of Energy, current Regulations are not aligned to real needs and to the real state-
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of-the art in the field concerned consequently to achieve successfully energy efficiency and to 
implement an increased use of renewable sources, it is necessary a deep update of 
Regulations enabling a concrete implementation of innovative actions; 

39 Maritime spatial planning, intermodal transport (incl. maritime transport); 

40 

Treating shrinking/lagging and depopulating rural regions: what are their perspectives, 
development trends and opportunities and the applied development policy practices? - 
Significance and involvement of regional level territorial units in territorial development: What 
kind of regional development practices are existing in Europe? What kind of plans are 
elaborated on regional levels and how are they adjusted to national and sectoral 
instruments? What kind of institutional models, methods and other solutions are applied? 

41 Regional smart specialisation priorities would need further support evidence on their 
importance; 

42 Governance; 
43 Urban functional areas delimitation Territorial impact assessment; 

44 Understating how our communities better adapt to uncertain circumstances and unanticipated 
events; 

45 Inclusion of migrant and refugees especially in cities; 

46 

The influence of cross border territorial integration on economic development and territorial 
development in cross border FUA? What options are available to sectoral policies to improve 
accessibility to services of general interest in border/peripheral regions? Territorial 
transformation due to increased use of renewable energy sources (RES) – its impact to 
territorial identity? 

47 Relation urban development (economic growth and liveability) and quality of the transport 
network; 

48 Circular economy; 

49 

If the policy will be further strengthened from a place based perspective, there are several 
new skills to be developed. Policies like cohesion and agriculture should be implemented in a 
more integrated way. The development of working in partnership, like Living Labs or other 
models in open and social innovation, need support in different ways. How to take 
responsibility from different partners, how to develop territorial and transnational leadership, 
how to develop a better connection between different levels of power, including different 
innovation partnerships; 

50 Quality of information and participatory procedures in decision making; 

51 An integrated strategic vision is missing. Instruments (technical and legislative) are obsolete 
or sectoral. A vision, in the whole, is missing as well as the relationship with the EU policies; 

52 Social equality; 

53 

Connect all the parties working on related issues, -to give the parties the opportunities to pool 
their knowledge and resources, so that their own planning is constructed in an informed 
context, of how their work affects others - to policy implementation across government 
departments, with NGOs, private sector etc.; 

54 The role of the municipalities must be defined. 
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Need of policy exchange between ESPON countries 

[Could an exchange between countries (e.g. sharing best practices or research evidence) help 
addressing the previously mentioned policy questions?] 

- Total number of answers: 74 

 

 

Type of Information to be shared among ESPON Countries 

[What type of information would you like to see shared among ESPON countries?] 

- Total number of answers: 74 

The responses for the answer choice “Other” (9 answers) are the following: 

• Not ESPON's role; 
• Other than researcher's exchange programs: 
• Support to regional/ local level;  
• Build up networks that would help create programs and projects across borders. 
• Networking (responsible institutions, contact persons); 
• Concerted dialogue on standardization; 
• Fishing Policy - “CargoFish”; 
• Territorial monitoring / observation systems; 
• Innovative processes in order to integrate countries action plans and programming; 
• “Policy Exchange of best practices (on policies, instruments, evaluations, etc.) contributes 

to "copycat" policies and therefore should be avoided. It would be more useful bottom up, 
participatory policy processes at local/regional level for design of specific problem-oriented 
policies”; 

Yes, 71 

No, 3 

9 

32 

34 

35 

38 

54 

Other 

Research projects outputs 

Policies 

Policy evaluation reports (e.g. cost-benefit analysis) 

Support instruments for policy formulation and 
implementation 

Best practices in uptake of research results into the 
policy making process 
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Policy topics to learn more about and from another ESPON country 

[ESPON provides a pan-European platform facilitating exchange of information among 32 
countries. In this perspective, are there any policy topics would you like to learn more about and 
from which country? Please provide up to 3 policy topics and per each one, please identify one 
ESPON country.] 

- Total number of answers: 49 

Policy topics Country 

Blue Growth Policy Croatia 
Urban Development - Bottom-up Approach 

Netherlands  
Smart city 
Science-Policy Transfer 
Employment and Labour Mobility 

Social and Multi-ethnic Integration 
Nordic 
European 
countries 

Low-Density Areas and Competitiveness 
Ireland 

Spatial Effects of de-regulations/regulations 
Smart Cities Spain 
Youth Unemployment 

France 
Trans-border Cooperation 

Circular Economy 

Germany 

Low-carbon Economy 
Employment, Governance 
Regional Territorial Planning and “Initiative ländliche Infrastruktur" 
Active Ageing and Pensions 
Urban Sprawl and Soil Sealing 
Maritime Spatial Planning 
Maritime Spatial Planning - Mediterranean Italy 
Urban Sprawl and Soil Sealing Switzerland 
Interdependence and Territorial Integration 

All ESPON 
Pan-European Circularity Progress Chart 
Metropolitan Areas and Functional Urban Areas 

Norway 
Multi-level Government, Regional and Municipal Structure 
Smart Health Portugal 
Regional/Local Innovation Policy 

Sweden  
Energy Efficiency and Measures 
Development of Start-up's into sustainable SME's 

Denmark 
Maritime Policy 
Level of Sustainability of Tourism (MED Program Area) 

Not Specified 
RDI Commercialization and Private RDI Investments Stimulation 
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PMI 
Austria SME Policy 

Housing Policy in Metros 
Social Aid Romania 
“Mandat d'etude paralléle” Switzerland 
Tourism Finland 

Regional Cooperation Baltic Sea 
Region 

Governance Structures and Reforms Sweden 
Sustainable Development and Climate Change European 

Countries Migration Crisis in Europe 
Energy Efficiency in Urban Areas France 
Sustainable Mobility 

Germany 

Urban Development, Mobility, Transport, ITS 
Research Development in Businesses (SMEs), Local Innovations and Entrepreneurship 
Energy and Smart Grid 
Regional Governance 
Regional Development Institutions and Co-operation with triple helix organizations / 
economic boards 
Rural Development Policies 
Standardisation United 

Kingdom Increasing Competitiveness of Regions 
Blue Growth Greece 
Landscape Policy Ireland 
Energy 

Denmark Public Participation 
Use of IoT in Health and Social Care 
Smart grid Norway 
"Brain-Drain" Phenomenon Lithuania 
Social Economy 

Italy 
Inner Areas Approach 
Innovative Clusters 

Not Specified 

Participatory Governance for Policy Design and Implementation and Funding 
Economic Competitiveness 
Cybersecurity 
Urban/Rural Relationship 
Comparative Studies between Capital City Regions within a 2030 vision/scenario 
Research and Innovation Austria 
Smart Government Estonia 

Sustainable Urban Development and Environment 
Bottom-Up Policies 
Regional Democracy, Regionalization and Policy Evaluation and Impact 
Policy evaluation and impact 
Innovation Metrics 
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New Approaches to Rural Areas (images, landscapes, services) 
Switzerland 

Communication Strategies – Politics  
Social Care and Education Finland 
Cultural Heritage Croatia 
ITI - Experience and Implementation Poland 
Temporary Land Uses 

Germany Flood Protection 
Housing 

Place-based Labour Market Integration of Immigrants 
United 
Kingdom 

ITI - Experience and Implementation Poland 
Education Belgium 
Affordable Housing Denmark 
Research and Innovation 

Netherlands 
Financial Models for Scaling up Health Innovation 
Renewable Energy and Sources 
Transport and Mobility (e.g. traffic management, road pricing) 
Affordable Housing 

Italy 
Social Innovation 
Circular Economy 

Not Specified 
Climate Change 
SME Support 
TIA Application to the Territorial Cohesion within Different Territorial Typologies 

 

Foreseen policy processes and respective indicative timing 

[What are the foreseen policy processes in your country?] 

- Total number of answers: 37 

 

Policy processes Foreseen Timing 

Spatial 
Development 

Spatial Development Strategy – Croatia June 2017 
Updated «National Spatial Development Policy 
Program» (PNPOT) – Portugal 

April 2018 

Review Process of Spatial Plans for main Urban 
Areas – Cyprus 

December 2017 

Flemish Spatial Policy Plan – Belgium 2018 
New Spatial Planning Framework – Netherlands 2019 

Economy 
 

Regional Plan for Economic Development – 
Norway 

December 2017 

Development of cost benefit analysis models - 
United Kingdom 

July 2017 

Plan of Economic Development – Spain June 2017 
National Defence Plan for National Defence – Latvia  



 
 

67 

New legislation 
 

New Legislation on the Physical Environment – 
Netherlands 

2019 

New National Soil Consumption Law – Italy December 2017 
Brexit – United Kingdom  

Cohesion Policy 

Development of a New Integrated Strategy for 
Cohesion – Netherlands  

2019 

Preparing for the next EU Cohesion Policy – 
Spain 

 

Brexit – United Kingdom  
Education Education – Sweden  
Health Telehealth – Portugal 2017 
Tourism Tourism Infrastructure – Iceland 2017 

Mobility Public Transport National and Regional Reform 
– Italy 

 

National / 
Regional / Local 
Development 

Review of the National Development and 
Territorial Development Concept – Hungary 

2017 

Regional Competence Centre Programme – 
Estonia 

 

Contrats de Projets Etat-Régions (and Contrats 
de Projets interrégionaux) – France 

2015 - 2018 

National Programme for Local Development – 
Romania 

2017 

Adoption of National Development Strategy –  
Slovenia 

December 2017  

 
Cohesion plan 

Cohesive investments in the Southern area with 
regards to services of general interest, social 
inclusion, employment - Italy 
Strategy for internal areas – Italy 

2016-2020 
 
 
2020 

New territory of the Comprehensive plan of the 
Republic of Lithuania Evaluation of ÖREK 2011 
– Austria 

January 2018 

Half-way monitoring of the government's policies 
- Finland 

April 2017 

New coherent rural policy, (government proposal 
to parliament) - Sweden 

2018 

Spatial 
Development 

Revision of the main Spatial Planning Scheme – 
Luxembourg 

2017-2018 

Review of Urban/ Spatial Planning Legislation – 
Cyprus 

September 2017 

Urban Planning – Spain June 2018 
National Urban Renewal Programme – France  
Adoption of National Spatial Planning Strategy – 
Slovenia 

2018 

Metropolitan Areas – Italy 2020 
National Territorial Planning Act - Romania 2017 

Economy Report of Likely Finance Models – United 
Kingdom 

September 2018  
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Legislation Law on Municipality Infrastructure Development 
– Lithuania 

June 2017 

Cohesion Policy Social Cohesion Local Project - France 2015 - 2020 
Education Education - Latvia 2017 

Health 
Mental health – Portugal February 2017  
New Hospital in Padua – Italy  
Healthcare Job-related Stress – Sweden  

Environment 

The integrated Environmental and Planning Act 
– Netherlands 

2018 

Nature Resource Policies -  Iceland 2017 
Adapting Waste Strategy to new CE Targets – 
United Kingdom 

 

Flemish Climate Policy Plan – Belgium 2018 

Social 
Integration of Immigrants, ongoing Gov. 
Investigation on Reception of Asylum Seekers – 
Sweden 

October 2017 

National / 
Regional / Local 
Development 

New Plan on Physical Development – 
Netherlands 

2019 

Local and Regional Administrative Reform – 
Estonia 

 

Regional Development Strategy – Croatia June 2017 
New Regional Planning Laws – Italy December 2017 
Reform of the Regional Governance – Finland July 2017 - January 2019 
Preparation Steps for ost-2020 Planning Period 
– Hungary 

2017 

Participatory 
approach 

Survey to Stakeholders – Italy  
Consultation with Stakeholders – Italy April 2017 

Spatial 
Development 

Competitiveness of Urban Regions – 
Netherlands 

 

Economy 
 

Implementing the Rifkin Report: 3rd Industrial 
Revolution Strategy Study – Luxembourg 

2017 

Development of Investment Scheme for AHA – 
United Kingdom 

January 2018 

Bio Economy Consultation (DBEIS) – United 
Kingdom 

 

Mobility Flemish Mobility Plan – Belgium 2018 

Employment 
Regionally targeted Job Creation Measures – 
Estonia 

 

Employment – Portugal  

Health 
Health Care – Latvia 2017 
Health System Restructuration - Iceland 2017 

Social Managing of Migration and Refugees – Italy 2016-2020 

Environment 

Coastal and Marine Management Strategy – 
Croatia 

June 2017 

Environment – Sweden  
Maritime Spatial Planning Draft Bill – Cyprus Currently pending for discussion in 
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Parliament 

National / Local 
Development 

Rural Development – France  
Review of Development Programmes of 
Counties and Special Regions; Review of 
Integrated Territorial Programmes – Hungary 

2018 

EU Programming  Preparation for the next EU Programming Period 
– Finland  

2018 - 2019 

Spatial 
Development 

Population Decrease in Peripheral Areas – 
Netherlands 

 

Support to the Development of Small and 
Medium size Cities – France 

 

Economy 
 

Ministerial Direction on Affordable Housing – 
Cyprus 

Currently pending approval of Council of 
Ministers 

Evaluation of Investment Programme – United 
Kingdom 

December 2019 

Legislation 
Administrative Act – Italy April 2017 
Aviation Regulations – Sweden   

Employment Climate Adapt Strategy – Croatia June 2017  
Social Integrating Refugees – Luxembourg 2017  

National / Local 
Development 

Joint Services Centres of Local Municipalities – 
Latvia 

2017 

Distributing State Back Offices to Regional 
Centres – Estonia 

2017 

Public 
administration 
support  

PA capacity Building – Italy  

Governance – Italy 2020 

Mobility Transport Infrastructures – Sweden  

Environment 
Seismic Risk Programme: Rebuilding Destroyed 
Areas – Italy 

2016-2020 

Review of National Values of the Nature – Latvia June 2017 
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Type of Evidence Support Needed 

[In the context of the future policy processes, what type of evidence support would you need?] 

- Total number of answers: 51 

 

 

The responses for the answer choice “Other” (two answers) are the following: 

• Impossible to answer to these questions; 
• Conceptual studies on future spatial development (lifestyles, demography, future jobs and 

skills) etc. - such studies are produced for climate change policies, individual sectors 
(1maritime) - but we need something like this for spatial problems. 

 

List of Territorial Evidence Research Results / Outputs 

[Have you or has your organisation recently produced territorial evidence research results/outputs, 
which could be useful/of interest for other organisations? If yes, please list the relevant information] 

- Total number of answers: 23 

 

Title Organisation 
Main Topics / 
Key Words 

Policy Making 
Process 

Country 

Demographic scenarios and 
migrations 

Faculty of Economics 
and Business 
(University of 
Zagreb) 

Demographic 
scenarios and 
migrations 

Development of the 
Croatian Spatial 
Development 
Strategy 

Croatia 

«Provision of harmonised 
land cover/land use 
information: LUCAS and 

Instituto Nacional de 
Estatística (INE); 
Directorate-General 

Land cover and 
land use, Image 
classification; 

--------- Portugal 

19.6% 

18.4% 

17.7% 

17.1% 

13.9% 

12.0% 

1.3% 

Case studies 

Implementation mechanisms 

Data 

Policy recommendations 

Cost-benefit analysis 

Monitoring tools 

Other  
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national systems» (LCLU-
STATS) 

for Territory 
development (DGT) 

remote sensing; 
GIS; official spatial 
databases. 

Regional Territorial Plan Territorial planning 
direction 

hydrogeological 
protection; 
networks of cities; 
care; protection 
and promotion of 
the landscape 

Consultation of the 
public and private 
stakeholders 

Italy 

l'impact potentiel du Brexit STATEC 
Impact of Brexit on 
Luxembourg 
economy 

Coming months Luxembourg 

Listed Buildings Programme 

Department of Town 
Planning an Housing, 
government; local 
authority; civil society 
stakeholders 

Cultural heritage; 
planning; 
architectural 
heritage 
preservation; 
restoration 
guidelines; 
restoration 
incentives 

All government-
controlled areas of 
Cyprus. Integrated 
into spatial planning 
policy and 
implementation, 
supported with 
specific incentives. 

Cyprus 

Strategies for Climate 
adaptation Ruimte Vlaanderen Climate adaptation Input to the Flemish 

Spatial Policy Plan 
Belgium 

Regional Innovation 
Strategy for Smart 
Specialization 

Regional 
Development Agency Development --------- Romania 

ET2050 project (ESPON 
2007-2013), Visions and 
Scenarios for the European 
Territory towards 2050 

MCRIT Barcelona;  
IGEAT-ULB 

Territorial 
Scenarios and 
Visions for Europe 

--------- France 

Climate Change Impacts on 
Coastal Tourism in the Baltic 
Sea Region 

Baltadapt project; 
Danish 
Meteorological 
Institute 

New opportunities 
to tourism in the 
North, new 
constraints to 
infrastructure due 
to climate changes 

--------- Latvia 

Otta noessa 

University of Helsinki 
Ruralia Institute, 
Kuortane 
Municipallity, 
Kuurtanes-Seura 

Experiential home 
research --------- Finland 

Jyväskylän seudun ja 
vaikutusalueen elinvoima-
analyysi (Analysis of the 
vitality of the Jyväskylä 
region and its vicinity 

Tutkimuspalvelu 
Timo Aro Oy 

Regional 
development; 
competitiveness; 
comparison 
analysis 

Determining the 
strengths & 
weaknesses to be 
taken up in policy 
making 

Finland 

Socio-economic typology of 
EU borders regions 

UMS RIATE - 
Commissariat 
général à l'égalité 
des territoires 

Borders Regions 

Made for the 
CGET, in order to 
support policy-
making in 

France 
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(CGET) transborder areas. 

Social innovation for 
territories EURADA 

Social enterprises; 
migrants; ageing; 
economic growth; 

Exchange best 
practices during a 
conference in 
Bologna 

Belgium 

Action Aimed at Supporting 
Collaborations between the 
Ambient Assisted Living 
Joint Programme and Local 
and Regional Authorities 

AAL 

Collaboration; 
regions; barriers; 
deployment of AAL 
solutions 

--------- Belgium 

Regional higher education 
institutions in regional 
leadership and development. 
Regional Studies 

Raagmaa, G. & 
Keerberg, A. (2016); 
University of Tartu 
and Tallinn 
University of 
Technology 

Regional 
innovation; higher 
education 
institutions 

Outcome of the 
Research and 
Innovation Policy 
Monitoring 
Programme 

Estonia 

A New Perspective on 
Freight Distribution CargoFish LLC Last mile; parcel; 

utility --------- United 
Kingdom 

ESPON Synthesis Report 
from a Swiss Perspective 

Swiss Federal Office 
for Spatial 
Development ARE 

--------- 

Used currently to 
update the 2012 
Spatial Strategy for 
Switzerland 

Switzerland 

Final Report on Prioritization 
Criteria for Local 
Infrastructure Development 
Projects 

World Bank Experts 
contracted by the 
Ministry of Regional 
Development, Public 
Administration and 
European Funds 

Local infrastructure; 
funds allocation; 
rural development; 
urban development 

used for reviewing 
the criteria from the 
National 
Programme for 
Local Development 
(2015-2016) 

Romania 

National Spatial 
Development Report 

Ministry of the 
Environment and 
Spatial Planning; 
University of 
Ljubljana 

Spatial 
development 
trends; territorial 
monitoring 

National Spatial 
Development 
Strategy 

Slovenia 

TIA of territorial cohesion in 
the Italian regions. Place 
evidence model regards to 
policies development 

Maria Prezioso 
(Principal 
investigator); 10 
Academic units; 
Ministry of 
Infrastructures; 
Ministry of 
Environmental; 
Presidency of council 
of Ministries; 
Cohesion Agency 

Territorial impact 
assessment; 
Territorial cohesion; 
Inner peripheries; 
internal areas; 
regional/local 
policies 

Research is in 
course, but draft 
results are using for 
create sensitivity 
within the national 
context 

Italy 

Regional Development, 
Settlement System 
Development, Urban and 
Rural Development 

Institute for Tourism 
Spatial analysis 
and polycentric 
development 

Development of the 
Croatian Spatial 
Development 
Strategy 

Croatia 

«Automated delimitation of 
urban areas comprising 

Directorate-General 
for Territory 

Settlements; 
automated 

--------- Portugal 
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small-sized towns - 
Comparison of two 
methodologies applied to 
mainland Portugal». 
Environment and Planning 
B: Planning and Design 

development (DGT). delimitation; small-
sized towns; urban 
system analysis 

The 3RD Industrial 
Revolution Strategy Study 

Luxembourg Working 
Group and TIR 
Consulting Group 
LLC 

Circular economy 
Public debates and 
used for future 
recommendations 

Luxembourg 

Structured Democratic 
Dialogue 

Cyprus Academy of 
Public 
Administration, 
Department of Town 
Planning an Housing 

Experimental 
participatory 
process; planning 
conflict resolution; 
stakeholder 
consensus; vision/ 
target generation 

"Wine Village" 
heritage region; 
"Akrotiri" and 
"Dekelia" areas; 
"Akamas" natural 
area for consensus 
on future 
development 
choices (February 
2017) 

Cyprus 

Value of nodes for potential 
development Ruimte Vlaanderen 

Nodes; detecting 
nodes based on 
mobility and 
services 

Flemish Spatial 
Policy Plan Belgium 

How to strengthen the 
territorial dimension of 
‘Europe 2020’ and the EU 
Cohesion Policy 

Polish Presidency of 
the Council of the 
European Union 
(Warsaw, 2011) 

Territorial 
dimension of EU 
policies in view of 
the 2014-2020 
programming 
period 

--------- France 

Kunnat, rajat, kulttuuri (SKS) 
[Municipalities, borders, 
culture] 

University of Helsinki 
Ruralia Institute + 5 
Universities 

Municipal mergers --------- Finland 

Methodology for Peer 
Learning EURADA 

Economic 
development; SME 
support; 
operational 
programs 

Self-assessment 
tool and 
methodology 
applied by 6 
regional/local 
(ESSPO project - 
Interreg Europe) 

Belgium 

Socio-economic segregation 
in European capital cities: 
East meets West. Routledge 
Taylor & Francis Ltd. 

Tammaru, Tiit; 
Marcińczak, Szymon; 
van Ham, Maarten; 
Musterd, Sako (Ed.). 
(2016) 
University of Tartu 

Socio-economic 
segregation 

--------- Estonia 

Transportation Outlook 2040 
Swiss Federal Office 
for Spatial 
Development ARE 

--------- 

Important base 
information for 
Transport Policies 
in general 

Switzerland 
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Policentric urban system 
and accessibility of 
residents to services of 
general interest 

Slovenian academy 
of Science 

Policentricity 
National Spatial 
Development 
Strategy 

Slovenia 

"Roma metropolitana. 
Prospettive regionali e 
ipotesi cross-border d'area 
vasta sostenibile” - Applied 
research on Rome 
Metropolitan Capital Area 

Maria Prezioso 
financed by 
UNINDUSTRIA 
(Association of 
Industrial Firms of 
Latium Region) 

Sustainable 
planning and 
governance; Rome 
capital city; 
metropolitan 
structural reform 
application 

it was used to 
discuss a 
parliamentary 
proposal of law on 
Capital City; and 
the polycentri 
organisation of 
metropolitan city 
during the last 
election competition 

Italy 

Integral Management of the 
Coastal Zone URBOS Ltd. Split 

Maritime spatial 
planning; urban 
planning; coastal 
zone management; 
protection and 
development 

Croatian Spatial 
Development 
Strategy 

Croatia 

Great Ostrobothnian 
Peasant Houses 

University of Helsinki 
Ruralia Institute; 
Ostrobothnian 
Peasant House 
Network 

Cultural Heritage; 
Cultural Diversity; 
Cultural 
Sustainability 

--------- Finland 

Spatial Planning in the Baltic 
States: Impacts of European 
Territorial Policies 

Raagmaa, G.; Stead, 
D. (Eds.) (2015); 
University of Tartu, 
Delft University of 
Technology 

Spatial Planning; 
Europeanization; 
regional policy; the 
Baltic States 

Ministry of Finance; 
Dep. of Spatial 
Planning and 
Regional 
Development 

Estonia 

Green economy ("Support 
services and innovative pilot 
tools for sustainable/green 
development": methods, 
indicators, policy TIA 
evaluation) 

Maria Prezioso under 
Ministry of 
Environmental 

Green economy; 
eco-services; 
indicators; 
methods; TIA 

Paris Meeting 
(2015) 

Italy 

 

ESPON Contact Point 

[Are you an ESPON Contact Point?] 

- Total number of answers: 60 (16 YES, 44 NO] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes 
26.67% 

No 
73.33% 
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Type of ESPON support in providing more visibility to the territorial evidence 
research results produced 

[How could ESPON support you / your organisation in providing more visibility to the territorial 
evidence research results produced?] 

- Total number of answers: 15 

 

The responses for the answer choice “Other” (2 answers) are the following: 

• Including ECPs in the applied researches; We are already making training and seminars;  
• As we have extensive network of ESPON stakeholders and county/municipal planners then 

certain themes may attract considerable audience. However, the content should move on 
from the locally important issues. 

 
Type of events to promote the uptake of territorial evidence research 
[In terms of events, which type(s) of high impact event would you recommend to promote the 
uptake of territorial evidence research results into the policy process in your country?] 

- Total number of answers: 15 

 

2 

7 

13 

13 

Other  

Providing trainings for you and your team 

Organising events 

Producing briefs and summarizing research 
results 

18.9% 

29.7% 

29.7% 

18.9% 

2.7% 

Conferences (1.5 days, about 
75-100 participants, several 
sessions) 

Seminars (0.5-1 day, 40-50 
participants) 

Workshops (0.5-1 day, 20-25 
participants) 

Training sessions (0.5-1 day, 
20 participants) 

Others 
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Training preferences 
[Which of the following training options would be the most useful for your work:] 

- Total number of answers: 15 

 

Opportunities for cooperation on designing and implementing outreach activities 

[With which of the following do you see opportunities for cooperation on designing and 
implementing outreach activities?] 

- Total number of answers: 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The responses for the answer choice “Other” (one answer) is the following: 

• Shaping and implementing EU regional operational programmes; 
• Meetings between Gov. political leaders and regional pol. leadership could be a platform 

for outreach alt. similar meeting between Gov. official and regional officials. OECD-
territorial Reviews on Sweden has been presented in this context, would be nice with some 
ESPON-results too; 

• Adriatic-Ionian, Med. 

 

 

1 

1 

9 

10 

Training on social media 

Other 

Training on communication 

Training on research evidence uptake 

3 

5 

6 

7 

9 

11 

11 

13 

Other national/regional programme 

INTERACT III 

Smart Specialisation Platform 

EU rural programmes 

Other ESIF programmes 

URBACT Programme 

Smart Cities and Communities 

INTERREG EUROPE Programme 
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ESPON 2020 – More information 

ESPON EGTC 
4 rue Erasme, L-1468 Luxembourg - Grand Duchy of Luxembourg 
Telephone: +352 20 600 280 
E-mail: info@espon.eu 
www.espon.eu, Twitter, LinkedIn, YouTube 

The ESPON EGTC is the Single Beneficiary of the ESPON 2020 Cooperation 
Programme. The Single Operation within the programme is implemented by the ESPON 
EGTC and co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund, the EU Member 
States and the Partner States, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland.   
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