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ESPON Third Synthesis Report

Evidence for Policy Development, Growth and 
Investment

• Europe in a larger territorial perspective

• Economic crisis and the resilience of Europe’s territories
• Key territorial patterns in Europe to support economic • Key territorial patterns in Europe to support economic 

development
• Macro-regional and transnational cooperation in Europe
• Urban Europe: global and capital cities, second tier 

cities and small and medium-sized towns
• Potentials and challenges in rural areas and specific 

types of territories



ESPON Third Synthesis Report: Evidence for Policy 
Development, Growth and Investment



Europe in the World

• Europe’s share of the 

world is declining. 

• 4% of the world 

population aged 0-14 live 

in EU31. in EU31. 

• 17% of the world 

population aged 65 and 

older live in EU31. 

• EU31 stands for 30% of 

the world GDP. 



Europe and it Neighbourhoods

• Emerging global cities 

challenge European locations.

• Southern Neighbourhood has •
considerable demographic 

potential. 

• Europe depends large on 

energy imports from its 

neighbourhoods.



Economic crisis and resilience of regions

Employment 2007

• Isolated regions 
in RO, DE plus 
some regions in 
the UK, HU, BG 
PT and IT PT and IT 
experienced 
decline in 
employment



Economic crisis and resilience of regions

Employment 2008

• Crisis gathered 
pace with regions 
in 13 MS showing 
falling levels of 
employmentemployment



Employment 2009

• The effects of the 
crisis were 
apparent across 
most of Europe

Economic crisis and resilience of regions

• Only PL, SW, DE, 
LU and BE retain 
pre-crisis 
employment 
levels



Economic crisis and resilience of regions

Employment 2010

• First signs of 
recovery

• Stronger 
performance in performance in 
MT, DE, Southern 
FR and some 
regions in the UK 
PT and NL



Economic crisis and resilience of regions

Employment 2011

• Signs of recovery 
were visible in 
many countries 
across Europe

• Total employment 
fell by 2.14%  fell by 2.14%  
with considerable 
regional 
differences

• GR, IE and PT 
employment fell 
by almost an 
average of 10%



Employment - 2012

• The economic 
crisis stalled 
developments 
towards more 
cohesion in 
Europe

• Investments in • Investments in 

human capital 

work as a long-

term strategy.



Some Territorial Patterns in Europe

• Europe’s global transport 

connections are territorially 

concentrated. 

• Investments in green 

growth sectors concentrate 

in Northern Europe and the 

Alps. 

• 800.000 Europeans cross 

national borders every day. 

• Climate change impacts are 

affecting regions and cities 

differently. 



A macro-regional perspective



Major European Cities 

• Europe benefits from a 

polycentric net of global cities. 

• London & Paris plus many 

other cities with different other cities with different 

profiles.

• Agglomeration economies 

reduce territorial cohesion 

within Europe. 



Growth rates in capitals & second-tier cities 2007-2011
• In 2000-2011 second tier 

cities were catching up, 

making Europe more 

polycentric. 

• Second tier cities made the 

biggest contribution to biggest contribution to 

growth in DE, PL, ES, FR & 

NL. 

• Investments in secondary 

cities can boost innovation.

• National governments often 

reinforce agglomeration 

effects.



Europe of small towns

• About 25% of the EU 

population lives in small and 

medium-sized towns. 

• There is great diversity 

amongst small and medium-

sized towns – some are 

growing and some declining. 

• Diseconomies are growing as 

urban areas spread. 

• Small and medium-sized towns 

need to work together in 

polycentric territories. 



Rural Europe

• High volumes of land use 

intensification in e.g. NL, BE, 

ES, PT & HR.

• The access to Services of 

General Interest decreases in 

many rural areas. many rural areas. 

• Accessible rural regions need 

to find ways to manage 

development pressure.

• Many remote rural regions 

face particular development 

challenges. 
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