
 

 

Ministry of the Interior 
Department of Town Planning and Housing 

CY-1454 Nicosia 
Dear colleagues, 
Distinguished researchers, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 

 
Welcome and Opening of ESPON Internal Seminar 2012 

First of all please accept the apologies of my Director who is not able to attend today and whom I was 
asked to represent.  On behalf of the Cyprus Presidency, I would therefore like to extend a very warm 
welcome to each and every one of you here today. 

Since the inclusion, in 2008, of the recommendations and results from two ESPON projects in the 
overall reference framework for the review of the country’s urban agglomeration statutory spatial 
plans, ESPON has been gradually receiving more attention in Cyprus.  These were the first ESPON 
generation Projects 3.3, concerning the spatial dimension of the Lisbon and Gothenburg processes, and 
3.2, concerning spatial scenarios and orientations in relation to the ESDP and Cohesion Policy.  This first 
mention of ESPON projects in an official document has no doubt been strengthened over the more 
recent years by the constant efforts of the Cyprus ECP, based here in Paphos, and the translated version 
of ESPressON, which professionals and researchers all over Cyprus receive every few days. 

ESPON has featured prominently on the Cyprus Presidency agenda.  In particular, progress on the future 
of ESPON was presented at the NTCCP meeting in September and discussed at the Territorial Cohesion 
Directors’ General meeting in October, both held at the main Presidency venue in Nicosia.  The Cyprus 
Presidency has also put ESPON week events on its official agenda, providing extensive support through 
its various logistics teams. 

I should not be tempted to single out particular ESPON projects; all are important, each in its own way, 
completing the puzzle of state-of-the-art territorial knowledge.  However, it would be untruthful to hide 
the fact that projects such as TOWN (on small and medium-sized towns), GEOSPECS (on specific types of 
territories), ESaTDOR (on European seas) or ET2050 (on future scenarios and visions), are particularly 
important to Cyprus.  So is, without doubt and obviously, the ITAN project on European neighbour 
regions. 

I am thus particularly pleased for the choice of this seminar’s theme.  The Cyprus Presidency firmly 
supports efforts on European Neighbourhood Policy, notably its Southern Dimension, where the EU has 
committed to supporting the democratic transformation of our southern partners.  The main objective 
here is to promote dialogue with the countries of the region on trade and economic relations, as well as 
other issues of common concern, such as migration, mobility and security.  At the same time, the 
Cyprus Presidency strongly supports efforts to promote the objectives of the Eastern Partnership. 

Without further delay, I would like to welcome you once again to our Presidency venue on the 
Mediterranean Sea coast, in Cyprus’ smallest, but probably most attractive urban area and wish you a 
fruitful and productive two days of deliberations. 

Phaedon Enotiades 
On behalf of a/Director 
Department of Town Planning and Housing 
Paphos, 5 December 2012 


