
The ESPON Programme

Goals
Main Results

Future



Structure 

1. Goals
• Objectives and expectations

• Participation, organisation and networking 

• Themes addressed in the applied research 
undertaken in ESPON projects

2. Main results of the ESPON 2006 Programme

3. Future: An ESPON 2013 Programme



ESPON 2006 Programme

• Programme on spatial development of an enlarging 
European Union

• Programme under EU Structural Funds, the 
Community Initiave Interreg III

• Carried through by 25 EU Member States and the 
European Commission with Norway and Switzerland 
as full partners

• Budget 17,5 million Euro 
• Cofinanced by all EU-Member States (50%)
• 33 applied research projects (additional data projects 

and networking activities)



Objectives

• Improving comparable evidence on territorial 
dynamics and imbalances within Europe and its 
regions

• Support policy development 
• Better perception and application of the European 

Spatial Development Perspective
• Spatial dimension in cohesion policy and other EU 

policies
• Better coordination of territorial decisions

• Integrating policy makers, administrators and 
scientists

• Building a European “territorial” scientific community 



Expectations

• New information and knowledge on European 
territorial trends 

• Spatial scenarios for Europe
• Territorial impact assessment of EU policies
• Integrated concepts, indicators and tools
• Operational deliverables (related to policy 

development)
• A network of academics and a scientific platform for 

European territorial research 



Participation, organisation and networking

• Monitoring Committee including Norway, Switzerland 
and the Commission 

• ESPON Contact Point network including 22 countries 
being partners in ESPON

• Transnational Project Groups with more than 225 
partners  

• More than 130 different European institutions and 
bodies involved in TPG’s

• ESPON seminars with a total of more than 1000 
participants

• A large number of ECP meetings, Lead Partner 
seminars and Coordination meetings



33 Lead Partners and their Project Partners

Key

• Lead Partners

• Project Partners



Project themes under Priority 1 

• Urban areas as nodes of polycentric development
• Urban-rural relations
• Territorial trends of EU enlargement and beyond for 

the spatial tissue
• Spatial effects of demographic trends and 

migrationTransport networks, trends and basic supply 
• Telecommunication, trends and basic supply 
• Identification of spatially relevant aspects of the 

information society
• Management of natural and technological hazards 

(climate change)



Project themes under Priority 1 (continued) 

• Management of the natural heritage
• Role and spatial effects of cultural heritage and 

identity
• Role of small and medium-sized cities in territorial 

development
• Social dimension of territorial development
• Urban Functions 
• Feasibility of flow analysis
• Spatial distribution of tourism



Project themes under Priority 2 

• Territorial impacts of EU Infrastructure Policy 
• Territorial impacts of EU R&D Policy 
• Territorial impacts of EU Agricultural Policy
• Energy services and networks and territorial impact of 

EU Energy Policy (new) 
• Territorial impacts of Structural Funds
• Territorial impacts of pre-accession aid (and of 

applying the Community Aquis)
• Structural Funds in urban areas 
• Territorial impact of EU Fisheries Policies
• Implementation of the ESDP in Member States 
• Governance of territorial and urban policies 



Project themes under Priority 3 

• Integrated tools for the spatial development
• Spatial scenarios and orientations
• Territorial dimension of the Lisbon and Gothenburg 

process
• Europe in the World 
• Economic dimensions of territorial development
• Mix of Nuts 2 and 3 areas in territorial analysis



Project themes under Priority 4

• Data Navigator 1 (inventory)
• Data Navigator 2 (acquisition and quality control)
• Monitoring system (based on core indicators)
• ESPON Contact Points (transnational promotion and 

communication activities, including seminars)
• Lead Partners meetings



2. Main results of the ESPON 2006 Programme

• Major mega trends with territorial impacts 

• A selection of regional facts from a European   
perspective 

• The Lisbon Agenda economic indicators: 
Potential contributions from regions



Major mega trends with territorial impact 

• Market forces and evolution of society in general
• Ageing population and migration
• Hazards increasing (climate change)
• Energy price increase 
• EU enlargement
• Global competition accelerates and sets a wider 

perspective (which is not a zero sum game for 
Europe)



Regional facts from a European perspective 

ESPON applied research confirm:

• Europe is charaterised by a rich regional diversity
• Every region has a unique combination of 

potentials and challenges

New comparable evidence on the regions of Europe:
• Possible to position the regions in relation to 

other regions and understand under-used 
potentials, assets and comparable advantages



Major European territorial structures

•Urban system
•Transport, 
communication and 
ecological networks

•Pentagon (14-32-46)
•Increasing importance of 
Metropolitan regions and 
corridors outside the core 

•Growth in GDP in areas 
with relatively lower GDP 
level (% 1995-2002)



Demographic change, 1996-1999

• Population decline 
(natural population change 
and migration)
• Highly fragmented 
pattern with both declining 
and increasing regions 

•Competition between 
regions for human 
resources
•Major urban areas and 
pleasant retirement areas 
in good position



Flood recurrence

Forest fires

Winter & tropical 
storms

Precipitation deficit

Natural Hazards

• Hazards occur all 
across Europe
•Southern Europe 
mainly experience 
forest fires and drought 
hazards  
•Western and Northern 
Europe is mostly affect 
by winter storms, storm 
surges and floods
•Climate change may 
affect frequency, 
intensity and coverage



Functional Urban Areas (FUAs) in Europe

•Urban areas are key 
drivers for development

•Europe 29 has been divided 
into 1595 FUAs

Delineation based on national 
definitions of travel to work 
areas) adapted to NUTS 3

Assessed according to 7 
topics: Population, Transport, 
Tourism, Industry
Knowledge, Decision and
Administration



Research & Development importance

•Highest expenditure in 
regions close to the 
Pentagon and few areas to 
the north and south 

•At national level often 
concentration around the 
capital city

•Knowledge production as 
higher education rather 
territorially balanced in 
Europe



Cultural (and creative) employment 2005
(as share of local active population)

•Human capital important for 
location and innovation

•Share of cultural and 
creative workers correlate 
positively to GDP. 

•In the lead, Finland, Sweden, 
Netherlands and Switzerland.

•Regional variations are 
mainly related to the urban 
structure



Accessibility, multimodal (road, rail, air), 2001

•Important factor for 
location decisions

•Core-periphery pattern
•Air transport more 
territorially balanced 

•Pentagon and eastwards 
and major urban 
agglomerations in best 
situation



Information Society Performance Index
(measuring IS readiness, growth and impact)

•ICT access depends 
on national preferences

•Northern Europe plus 
Germany, UK and 
Switzerland currently 
in the lead

•Urban areas in better 
position than less 
densely populated 
areas



Economic Lisbon indicators

• 7 out of 14 official Lisbon 
Short List indicators are 
available at regional level.

• Northern and central parts 
generally in a better position 
than southern and eastern.  

• In some countries urban 
areas stand out strongly. 

(1) GDP/capita, (2) GDP/employed person, 
(3) employment rate, (4) Employment rate of older 
workers, (5) gross domestic expenditure on R&D, 

(6) Dispersion of regional (un)employment rates, and 
(7) Long-term unemployment rate.



Lisbon Agenda: Potential contributions from regions

The economic Lisbon indicators show:

• Many regions have good potentials for 
contributing to the renewed Lisbon objectives on 
growth and jobs

• Urban areas stand out as strong areas in 
comparison to surrounding regions and their 
country as such

• Some regions have to consider potentials with 
less correlation to a knowledge-based economy



3. Future: An ESPON 2013 Programme

• Paradigm for policy improving 
competitiveness and cohesion

• Demand and potential use of ESPON 

• Priorities in the ESPON 2013 Programme

• Process and budget envisaged



Paradigm for improving competitiveness and cohesion

Development logic for territorial development:

• Stronger focus on potentials 
• Awareness of changes in strength and weaknesses
• Considering a larger territorial context
• Integrated approach to development 
• Efficient governance structures 

Strategic objectives for cities, regions and larger 
territories:

• Competitiveness (using existing under-used assets)
• Attractiveness (creating new assets)
• Liveability (ensuring quality of life for people and 

enterprises)



Demand and potential use 

• European level:
• Structural Funds 2007-2013
• European Territorial Cooperation
• EU policies
• Territorial State and Perspectives 

(intergovernmental cooperation)
• Transnational/cross-border areas
• National and regional/local development 
• Specific territorial types/contexts
• Specific thematic issues
• Experiments



Priorities in the ESPON 2013 Programme

1. Applied research on territorial development 
and cohesion: Evidence on territorial trends, 
perspectives and policy impacts 

2. Targeted analysis based on user demand: 
European perspective to the development of 
different types of territories

3. Scientific platform and tools: Comparable 
regional data, analytical tools and scientific 
support

4. Awareness raising, empowerment and 
involvement: Capacity building, dialogue and 
networking

5. Communication and technical/analytical 
assistance



Process and budget envisaged

• Web consultation ends 8 September 2006
• Monitoring Committee decides on final draft 

ESPON 2013 Programme on 20-21 September 
2006

• Programme to be submitted in October 2006 
for approval by to the European Commission 

• Programme envisaged to start by 1 January 
2007

• Budget: Probably around €40-45 Mill.  



More information

Thank you for your attention

Please visit
www.espon.eu

All results are available for free as well as access to 
the ESPON database with comparable regional 
information for EU Member States, Romania, 

Bulgaria, Norway and Switzerland


