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Over the years, numerous strategic development and planning documents have emphasised the 
importance and potential of Riga as a Northern European metropolis, arguing in favour of the 
development of the Riga Metropolitan Area. Considerable work has followed this direction, with 
various documents that have stressed of a successful cooperation between multiple 
stakeholders at the metropolitan level. 

A decisive step took place in March 2018, when the Riga Planning Region started to develop the 
Action Plan for the Development of the Riga Metropolitan Area. At the end of October 2019, the 
Riga City Council and the Pieriga Municipalities Association signed a memorandum of 
cooperation, "On the Establishment of the Cooperation Framework for the Riga Metropolitan 
Area". The Action Plan was approved in January 2020, along with a decision to support and 
facilitate the cooperation and increase of competencies between all territories involved in the 
development processes of the Metropolitan Area. 

The Riga Planning Region has been one of the main institutions promoting cooperation in the 
Riga Metropolitan Area. In addition to this, it ensures regional development planning and the 
coordination and cooperation of local governments and other public administration institutions 
and planning specialists' cooperation network. The association “Riga Metropolis” also plays a 
relevant role,  including the promotion of collaboration, development and competitiveness of the 
Riga Metropolitan Area at the national, Baltic Sea region  and European levels.
 
When it comes to the governance of the EU cohesion policy, a member of Riga Planning Region 
is part of the national subcommittee on European Structural and Investment Funds. A 
representative of “Riga Metropolis” is a voting member in the EU Structural Funds and the 
Cohesion Funds in the Monitoring Committee.
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PQ3 How to valorise the role that the EU Cohesion Policy can play in the 
consolidation of metropolitan governance and cooperation? 

The dialogue on metropolitan areas and their role should be continued and promoted. 
It is necessary to strengthen the position of the metropolitan regions in the governance 
framework of the EU Cohesion policy. More active involvement of regions and 
metropolitan areas representatives in EU Cohesion Policy planning and programming 
would increase overall metropolitan governance.

PQ1 How to strengthen the role of metropolitan areas in the development, 
management and implementation of the EU Cohesion Policy?

PQ2 How to increase the added value of the EU Cohesion Policy in the planning 
and implementation of metropolitan policies?

One of the main challenges faced when describing Riga Metropolitan Area is different 
approaches to defining it . A decision on the territories included in the Riga Metropolitan 
Area has not been made. That would have helped facilitate the planning process and 
cooperation. This would also have allowed to achieve main metropolitan goals. 

Cohesion policy objectives in Latvia are implemented through three major funds - 
European Regional Development Fund, European Social Fund and Cohesion Fund. 
Their implementation decision is centralised. 

Currently, there are no instruments specific to the Riga Metropolitan Area (for the whole 
area), which is a challenge in terms of budget and collaboration.

The institutional capacity of the Riga Metropolitan Area is based predominantly on Riga 
Planning Region. “Riga Metropolis” association is a bottom-up initiative of 
municipalities. 

Share of expenses for implementing projects co-financed by the European Union and 
other foreign financial assistance funds varies considerably in the municipalities or 
Riga Planning Region.

The effects of the EU Cohesion policy on metropolitan governance and more 
comprehensive cooperation have been somewhat limited. The current EU Cohesion 
policy reflects investments in municipalities.

In terms of the National Operational Programme (its elaboration), metropolitan actors 
should actively participate from the beginning of the planning and programming 
process. Planning regions should strive to enhance intermediate levels between the 
municipality and the national government for EU cohesion policy governance.

Specific funding instruments are needed to solve common problems related to the 
development of the Riga Metropolitan Area. That would facilitate cooperation and 
governance as well as improve the competitiveness of the Riga Metropolitan Area. It 
would also help in reaching the goals mentioned in planning documents. Coordinate 
the Development programme of the Riga Metropolitan Area Action plan with those of 
other planning regions.
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