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Objectives and aspirations

•Genuine freedom of choice where and how people will reside, 
work and live
•Identify and use the opportunities in the various parts of the 
country
•Ensure equal living conditions throughout the country
•Maintain the main features of the settlement pattern
•Policy based on a balanced development both in urban and rural 
areas
•Profitable and competitive trade and industry in all parts of the 
country requires strengthened rural and regional development 
policy
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Population change in Sogn og Fjordane

Sogn og Fjordane is 
considered as a mountain
region

Population decrease in 21 of
26 municipalities. 

Mainly caused by structural
trends 

Increase in central 
communes

Total population 106 650  1.1.2006
Urban population 52% 
Rural population 48%
Sparsely populated: 6/km2



Why is it important for  Norway to have an active 
policy towards the rural districts?

•Further centralization to an increasing expense 

–Diminished freedom of choice where to live
–Reduced social and cultural diversity 
–Experiencing increased pressure in urban areas
–Welfare in rural areas will have high cost 
–Difficulty in exploiting natural resources and labour 
skills 
–Norway has hosted a rurally based culture for hundreds 
of years.Great cultural and social values in infrastructure 
and buildings. 



Optimistic approach: The future is 
manageable! 

•Management ideas inspired from private sector enterprises 
have been used i public sector and institutions. Too much 
focus on internal efficiency. 
•As a result we have seen increasing centralization of state 
activity
•Not giving weight to negative implications for rural 
development 
•Demographic challenge: Population growth rate diminished 
and levelled out, we still see moving patterns towards larger 
centres
•This enlighten the challenge of maintaining the main 
features of the settlement pattern



Shared responsibility:
Unified effort necessary

•Public sector policies must have a spatial 
dimension 
•Able and powerful local and regional authorities
•New governmental council to secure common 
policies in urban and rural development and in 
public sector policies
•New central government activities to be located 
outside Oslo



The economic policy should ensure a 
vigorous municipal sector

•Escalation of the municipal income over a 
number of years
•General purpose grants increased  by 8 bill.NOK 
i 2006 
•This will enable a better and more equal 
provision of service to the public and 
•Make living in rural areas better, and make urban 
settlements more attractive



Increased support and aid possibilities

•New aid scheme concerning regionally 
differentiated social security contributions paid by 
the employers. The new scheme will take effect 
from 1 January 2007.
•More areas eligible for regional investment aid. 

The new map is defined with reference to the new 
State Aid Guidelines on National Regional Aid
2007 – 2013 



Entrepreneurship

Goal to:
•Increase the number of entrepreneurs by 
supporting entrepreneurship education,supporting 
new businesses etc
•Reduce the barriers for youth, women and 
immigrants who wish to start their own business
•Wish to give small businesses direct support for 
running costs during the first years of operation
•Give priority to Community funding via the 
County council and enhance cooperation between 
local communities on business development



Extra effort in developing rural-based 
industries

•Creative industry production 
•Travel
•Agriculture
•Economic development around National Parks 
•Fisheries and aquaculture
•Oil industry in the north of Norway 
•Alternative energy



Attractive urban settlements

•Strengthen and develop attractive urban 
settlements that are perceived as thriving, 
functional and pleasant
•Coordinated effort to develop urban settlements 
in which various instruments and actors are 
viewed together as a whole
•Ensure better use of farmland and more frequent 
use of farm buildings.



Communications and basic infrastructure 
are keys to regional development

It is important to expand and strengthen the development of 
the infrastructure and coordination between various transport 
solutions. In more peripheral areas, stable transport provision 
with sufficient capacity for trade and industry is of great 
significance.
•Government action plan for broadband communication at 
acceptable prices where people live
•• Increased effort to the safety of  transport; roads and 
coastal areas.
•Reduced costs on ferries
•Maintain today's network of airports



Special restructuring support to municipalities and 
regions that have a narrow industrial base and that 

face particularly large restructuring challenges

•Particular initiatives for small communities.
•Establish new strategies in developing mountain 
areas and mountain agricultural areas 
•National responsibility in larger restructuring 
challenges


