
A progressive approach to 
Territorial Impact 
Assessment

Chris Poulton BA (Hons), DipTP, MRTPI

International Planning Policy, Department for Communities and Local Government

ESPON High Level Conference 
"Targeted Analyses for Stakeholders: Territorial Evidence in Practice“
Brussels, 11 May 2011



A progressive approach to 
Territorial Impact Assessment

• European sector policies and directives – often 
together with their translation and implementation 
into national and regional policies – can have a 
severe impact on the territorial development 
and spatial development policies of countries 
and regions in Europe. 

• Territorial impact is a comprehensive concept 
referring to diverse types of impact (Böhme and 
Waterhout, 2008; Zonneveld and Waterhout, 2009). 

• Differentiation can for instance be made between 
direct and indirect impacts, short-term and long-
term influences and territorial development 
implications and territorial governance 
implications (e.g. spatial planning procedures).



Objectives and Results

• ESPON TIA research to date has significantly 
advanced the debate

• We need an approach that will be of more practical 
use to policy-makers (ex-ante)

• Amsterdam Seminar (March 2009), no new formal 
assessment obligations

• Framework to engage policy-makers, a 
participatory approach

• Analytical track; Interactive Learning track

potential supportive tool in the policymaking cycle which might allow policymakers and 
practitioners in the field of territorial development and cohesion to anticipate and/or 

adapt to new European sector policy initiatives (Amsterdam Seminar TI of EU Policies)

How can the assessment of territorial impacts of European (sector) policies 
be addressed in the cycles for territorial and spatial planning policymaking 
within European Member States in general and in the national and regional 
territorial development strategies in particular?



Lessons and success factors

• Clear understanding of the issue, background 
research

• Policy dimension – an issue to resolve

• Interaction, as relevant – European and national 
experts

• High-level buy-in, good working relationship 
between stakeholders and with TPG

• Issues with a European dimension for both 
understanding and influencing

• Building on previous research, links to other 
projects, but keeping key focus



A European Dimension 
to influence policy development

• Improving policy-making

• Evidence to influence policy development –
territorial cohesion and the place-based context. 

• Sensitive to different contexts

• Lessons for domestic policy making

• European and local contexts – top down and 
bottom-up

• Enabling EU-level to be better informed

…consider how issues of governance, process and method can be addressed and 
combined to develop a TIA approach which helps to improve the territorial sensitivity of 

EU-level decision-making by soliciting the knowledge, experience and insights of the 
actors closest to the ‘on the ground’ territorial impacts of EU legislation (Town & 

Country Planning Journal, April 2011)
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