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Understanding ‘territory’ in the 

context of the green 
economy? 



Territorially relevant sectors in the green economy and the main 
focus of the sectors 
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The flow in identifying the territorial dimension 
within the GREECO project 
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o Territorial Factors are territorial dimensions that drive, enable or hinder the 
development of the green economy in European regions. Being territorial, they 
are:  
o Place-based (as in non-uniformly distributed in space)  
o Depend on the local societal, cultural and political contexts,  
o Depend on how these contexts interact with socio-economic and 

environmental dynamics and changes.  
o Account for the basis of how European regions differ in their “pre-conditions” 

for a transition towards a green economy. 
o Are founded on and interactions between the physical, material, 

technological  and spatial sides of green production and consumption  
o And structured through social, informational, economic and political goals and 

ambitions as outlined through the goals of territorial cohesion and through the 
interplay between different levels of multi-level governance for policy making 
and implementation.  

o The territorial outcomes are first and foremost the notion of ‘functional 
geographies’ moving beyond single sectors and single scale of governance that 
provides an opening for conceptualizing the territory in the perspective of the 
green economy.  

 

Territorial factors and outcomes 
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… 

Territorial factors and outcomes 
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Agri-Forestry 
Fisheries 
Energy 
Waste 
Water 

Building 
Transport 
Tourism 
Manufacturing 
Eco-innovation 

Place based factors 
Consumer relations 
Accessibility and mobility 
Policy and governance by territorial level 
 

Settlement types 
Land and land-based resources 
Market relations and innovation 
Inter- and intra-territorial relations 

        Sectors                                           Factor Categories 



 
How are regions performing 

from a green economy 
perspective? 



Green economy performance: a multi-criteria assessment 

Green economy spheres Component Headline indicator 

Environmental sphere Source function Environmental and natural assets (EEA) 
Sink function Emission of air pollutants 

Social sphere Health Life expectancy 
Environmental risk Exposure to air pollution 

Territorial sphere Territorial capacity Renewable energy production 
Spatial efficiency Land take per GDP unit 

Economic sphere Green supply Green products and services offered  
Green technology Green patents 

Econosphere 
Energy productivity GVA per energy unit 
CO2 Productivity GDP per CO2 unit 

 



Green economy performance: a multi-criteria assessment 
Typology of regional green 

economic performance 
• The map shows the aggregation of the 

performance of the five spheres to one 
single regional green economic 
performance.  

• The weights assigned to them are equal, i.e. 
each core feature contributes 20 percent to 
the overall performance of a region.  

• The map classes are composed of five 
quantiles which can be considered as an 
aggregate typology of regions with respect 
to regional green economic performance. 



o Space/spatiality is a reflections on the distribution of people, material 
objects (resources) and activities (processes) in space, in which the spatial 
scale does NOT relate to anything other than physical distances or areas.  
 

o Territory/territoriality also reflects on the distribution of people, objects 
(including man-made and natural resources) and activities (including flows 
and processes) in space.  
 

o The key difference is that the reflection is structured through a pattern of 
boundaries imposed by individuals or groups. This therefore mainly relates to 
the political sphere in terms of institutional and/or administrative boundaries 
that are agreed upon in order to manage people, objects (resources) and 
activities in space.  

Performance, Space and Territory 
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o The territorial basis is contingent on the clear recognition of the role that 
human constructions, including political and administrative jurisdictions, 
cultural values, etc., have in shaping the understanding of place-based 
potentials. Not related through simple determinism, but are over time inter-
related through both iterative and recursive processes. 
 

o Consequently territory is in the GREECO project seen as being dynamic due 
to that territorial change creates new spatial realities which are fed back into 
the political and decision making processes. 
 

o In this context it is important to recognize how territory used to be 
characterized by mono-functionality. In the green perspective, however, it 
should be emphasized how spatiality are determined by multi-functionality, 
and thereby requesting a need for revision of the understanding of territorial 
structures. 

Performance, Space and Territory 
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Thank you for your attention! 
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