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1.3.2 Territorial trends of the Management of the 
Natural Heritage

• Survey of the territorial trends of the 
management of the Natural Heritage

• Key results:
Identification of territorial trends as a threat or 
challenge to the nature

Natural heritage of Europe 

Management of the natural areas



Identification of territorial trends as a threat or 
challenge to the nature

Agricultural intensification and extensification

Forestry for the wood production

Increase of the surface of urbanised land

Growing tourism



2.4.1 Territorial Trends and Policy Impacts in the 
Field of EU Environmental Policy

• Preparation for the improvement of 
knowledge on environmental issues and 
trends; EU Environmental policy in relation to 
the development of the European territory

• Key results:
Identification of Territorial trends 
Proposal for a Territorial impact assessment
Future Applied research recommendation



1.3.1 Spatial effects of natural and technological 
hazards

• Survey of the spatial patterns of natural and 
technological hazards (NUTS3)

• Key results:
Individual hazards recurrence maps
Integrated hazard map (high/low hazardous areas 
in Europe)
Risk maps



Natural hazards in European NUTS II regions

• spatial filter screens risks 
according to their spatial 
character
• the occurrence of spatially 
relevant hazards is limited to 
a certain disaster area that is 
regularly or irregularly prone 
to hazards
•Spatially non-relevant 
hazards can occur more or 
less anywhere 
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Land cover for European bio – geographic regions



Land use composition of NUTS – 3 units

A few large and several smaller 
regions of urban agglomerations

•EU territory is predominantly 
shaped by agriculture, forests 
and other semi-natural areas

•High share of semi-natural 
areas in mountainous regions 
>> rich natural heritage, 
valuable cultural landscapes and 
rich biodiversity



Agregated hazard map 

•Aggregated hazard 
typology is based on 15 
hazard indicators

•Regions with high hazard 
exposure are found in 
almost all parts of Europe

Hazard exposure in 
mountainous areas highest 
largely due to flooding and 
land slides



flood and landslides
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Percantage of natural and semi natural areas lost due to 
urban and transport development (Corine 1990 – 2000)

•Main decrease in Iberian 
peninsula, Mediterranean 
coast   
•The pressure of tourism 
activities is noticeable
•Most of new development 
on former agricultural areas

Can rather “good picture” 
of mountainous areas 
change due to tourism 
activities and transport 
development in the 
future??



Urban growth and population development 1990 - 2000

•Regions of population 
decrease in all MS  
•Urban growth mostly due to 
industrial development and 
housing
No special patterns for 
mountainous areas



Impacts of changes in precipitation on floods, droughts and 
forest fires

•Climata change are 
expected to affect frequencf
and intensith of natural
hazards
•Southernmost regions might
be most affected
•Effects of increased
precipitation on landslides
and avalanches to be
assessed at local level



Thank you very much for your 
attention!


