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PREAMBLE : CULTURE VIEWED BY THE 
COHESION POLICY 

Culture is at the core of Europe's 
rich heritage and history and has 
an important role in enhancing 
the attractiveness of places and 

strengthening the unique 
identity of a specific location. 

Culture and creativity can be 
important drivers and enablers 

of innovation as well as an 
important source for 
entrepreneurship.

Culture is a key driver for 
increasing tourism revenue, with 

cultural tourism being one of 
the largest and fastest growing 
tourism segments worldwide. 

Culture also has an important 
role to play in promoting social 

inclusion.



1 CULTURAL HERITAGE 

ÅCultural Heritage is an expression of 
the ways of living developed by a 
community and passed on from 
generation to generation, including 
customs, practices, places, objects, 
artistic expressions and values 
(ICOMOS, 2002). 

ÅCultural  assets can be tangiblesuch 
as the built environment, natural 
environment and artefacts or 
intangiblesuch as habits, traditions, 
oral history, etc. 



CULTURAL HERITAGE, AN INVALUABLE 
TERRITORIAL ASSET , PART OF THE TERRITORIAL CAPITAL

ÅCultural heritage constitutes an invaluable asset from a historical, cultural, social 
and economic points of view. 

ÅTherefore, it should be treasured and wisely managed in order to avoid loss of 
place identity, cultural and social degradation, loss of leisure and tourism 
opportunities, and so on.. 

ÅCultural heritage is a territorial asset, being part of the territorial capital of a city 
or region

ÅDirectly linked with CH,  Cultural Tourism is gaining ground : it accounts for 40% of 
all European tourism; 4 out of 10 tourists choose their destination based on its 
cultural offering (EC, 2018). 



3 APPROACHES OF CULTURAL HERITAGE MANAGEMENT 
3  APPROACHES Key considerations Key authority-custodian

Material-based 
approach

Endorsed by the Venice Charter (ICOMOS, 1964). 
Mainly an expert-driven approach, giving extreme 
focus on the preservation of the material/fabric of a 
monument. 

Conservation of heritage is in the hands 
of heritage authorities (mostly state-
appointed) and the local community is 
not taken into account. 
*Although considered to be outdated, it is 
still highly appreciated in Greece. 

Value-based 
approach

It is considered to be the current most preferred approach 
to Heritage Conservation, especially in the United States, 
Canada and Australia. Largely based on the Burra Charter 
(ICOMOS, 1999),it focuses on the values that society 
(consisting of various stakeholders) ascribes to heritage. 

The community is placed at the 
core of conservation. 

Living 
monument  
heritage 
approach 

It places the living dimension of heritage at the core of decision-
making and considers continuity as the key theme. It emerged 
about three decades ago by ICCROM and it was embraced mostly 
by the non-western civilizations. 

It is according to this approach that conservation is 
interlinked with the sustainable development of the 
communities. 

It recognizes communities as the true 
long-term custodians of their heritage 
sites and empowers communities in the 
conservation and managing process, so 
they can benefit from their traditional 
(and established) values, management 
systems and maintenance practices.



2 NATURAL CAPITAL 

ÅNatural capital embraces natural 
resources, land and terrestrial and 
marine ecosystemsand is also 
essential for delivering ecosystem 
services that underpin our economy. 

Åe.gEU-wide Natura 2000 network of 
protected territories offers plenty of 
opportunities for ecotourism and 
outdoor recreational activities. 



OUR 
UNDERSTANDING 
OF 
CONSERVATION 
IS CHANGING 

Meaning of conservation

Prior to the 60s άƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎŜƭŦέ Humans were considered 
separate from the 

environment 
with areas of wilderness 
locked away in reservesΧ

Over the turn of the 
century

άƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜέ  avoiding extinction and loss 
of species was our focus 

άƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜέ  the value of ecosystem 
services was recognized and 

explored

¢ƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƻƴ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ άƛǎƭŀƴŘǎέ ƛƴ ŀ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΧΧinstead 

We recognize the need to create shared landscapes between people and 
nature, with strong emphasis on maintaining ecological processes, 

adaptability and resilience in these social-ecological systems



3 SUSTAINABLE TOURISM
ÅSustainable tourism can be defined as 

"tourism that takes full account of its 
current and future economic, social and 
environmental impacts, addressing the 
needs of visitors, the industry, the 
environment and host communities" 
(UNWTO, 2005). 

ÅWorld Tourism Organisation (UNWTO) 
ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ 
provides more meaningful connections 
with local people, and a greater 
understanding of local cultural, social and 
environmental issuesΩΦ 



LINKING 
CULTURAL AND 

NATURAL 
HERITAGE AND 

SUSTAINABLE 
TOURISM 

ÅDuring past years there has been a shift in the heritage 
discourse from the conservation- oriented approach to 
the value-oriented approach, meaning the 
acknowledgement of the value of cultural and natural 
heritage for various spheres of life. 

ÅThe London Declaration of the EC Conference on 
{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ όнллпύ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ 
ǘƘŀǘ ΨŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ 
areas of economic and regional development, 
sustainable tourism, job creation, improving skills 
through technological innovation, environment, social 
ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΩΦ (European 
Commission, 2004). 

ÅConsequently, cultural and natural heritage and 
sustainable tourism are closely linked. Cultural and 
natural heritage has a positive impact on sustainable 
tourism while tourism can be sustainable only if it 
includes more intimate interaction with the local culture 
and the local environment. 



INTERACTIONS BETWEEN CULTURAL AND 
NATURAL HERITAGE AND SUSTAINABLE TOURISM 

Ç The tourism potential of cultural and natural assets may support the  
conservation efforts.  E.geco-tourism can support biodiversity conservation 
providing revenues for the management of Natura 2000 sites. 

Ç Natural heritage (i.e. Natura 2000 sites) presents a huge potential to attract 
tourists in a number of activities (hiking, biking, fishing, swimming, camping, 
horse riding, hunting, bird- and nature-watching etc.) (IEEP, 2009)

Ç Nature and culture tourism are often interlinked siceusually tourists value 
both simultaneously or they are closely situated.62% of the World Heritage 
Sites in the EUare located either in, or on the border of a NATURA 2000 site 
or to a walking distance.   

Ç Cultural and natural heritage are potentially attractive for tourists but tourist 
activities can create environmental/social pressures. Moreover, there could 
be negative impacts mainly through uncontrolled flows, related land use 
changes, disturbances of species, waste or pollution (IEEP, 2009).  Here a 
carrying capacity methodology is absolutely necessary. 



SPATIAL PLANNING APPROACHES  

ÅSpatial planning approaches are equally important, to achieve appropriate 
protection and enhancement of cultural heritage

ÅAccording to Kozlowski andVas-Bowen*, buffer zone planning (BZP) is 
considered to be the key approach to fill the gap between conservation and 
wise management of the cultural heritage. 

ÅBesides, lessons learnt from natural heritage areas confirm that buffer zone 
planning (BZP) is an ideal method for implementing gradual protection in the 
surrounding area of a protected space, without hampering any types of 
activities and development outside its bounds.

* Kozlowski J. and Vass-.ƻǿŜƴ bΦ όмффтύΣ ά.ǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ǘƻ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜŀǎΥ 
ŀ ǇƭŀƴƴŜǊǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜέΣ ƛƴ Landscape and Urban Planning, Vol 37 (3-4), pp. 245 ς267.



SOCIAL-ECOLOGICALPLANNING
Å{ƻŎƛŀƭπŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜǊ ǳǊōŀƴ 
ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǳƳōǊŜƭƭŀ 

ÅLǘ ŀǎǎǳƳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ŀŘŀǇǘƛǾŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƻǊŜǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻƻƭōƻȄ ŦƻǊ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 
όaŀǊŎǳǎ ϧ /ƻƭŘƛƴƎΣ нлмпύΦ 

Å{ȅƴǘƘŜǎƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭπŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜΣ .ƛƎƎǎΣ {ŎƘƭǸǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ 
{ŎƘƻƻƴ όнлмрύ Ǉǳǘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭπŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ 

Å¢ƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ƻǊ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜΣ 
ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǳǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŜŘΦ IŜǊŜΣ ǿŜ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
ǘƘǊŜŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƎǳƛŘŜ ƻǳǊ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΦ 

Åмύ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ǎƭƻǿ ǾŀǊƛŀōƭŜǎ нύ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ оύ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ 



EVOLUTIONARY 
RESILIENCE 

ÅCities and territories represent dynamic and complex 
socio-ecological systems. 

ÅAccording to Davoudi,  such socio-ecological systems 
are άorganized assemblages of humans and non-
human life formsέmade of bio-geo-physical and 
social systems with the latter involving complex 
interrelationships of economic, cultural, institutional 
and political order. 

ÅThey have developed due to natural processes in 
continuous interaction with social and economic 
pressuresand are major sources of natural capital 
and biodiversity. They also provide a series of 
ecosystem services including cultural ones (CES), thus 
being sources of inspiration, cultural and recreational 
values that are important for human well-being and 
quality of life. 



EVOLUTIONARY RESILIENCE 

SHE INTRODUCES THE 
ά9±h[¦¢Lhb!w¸ 

w9{L[L9b/9έ /hb/9t¢ 
WITH KEY TERMS 

THE PREPAREDNESS THE ADAPTABILITY;
AND 

THE 
TRANSFORMABILITY

OF THE SYSTEM. 



RECONNECTION OF NATURE AND CULTURE 

RESILIENCE IS ABOUT Socio-natural 
relationships, an attempt to pacify the 
relationship between societies and  their 
natural environment (reconnection of nature 
and culture)

Nature and culture as an indivisible 
whole is an idea whose time has 
come !
This means that natural and cultural heritage 
should be recognized, understood, planned 
and managed together ! 

ECHOPOLIS 2018 

www.echopolis.eu

http://www.echopolis.eu/


Å [ƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ŀƴ ŀƭǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƻŦ сллƳ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ bŀƻǳǎǎŀόуƪƳύΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ мсол 
ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ 
ƻŦ   aƻǳƴǘ ±ŜǊƳƛƻΦ орл ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ όнлмм 
ŎŜƴǎǳǎ ŎƻǳƴǘύΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴƭȅ нл ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƭƛǾŜ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘƭȅ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ

Lƴ мфмл ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ !ǊƪƻŎƘƻǊƛόмслл ƘŜŎǘŀǊŜǎύ 
ǿŀǎ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ōȅ мс DǊŜŜƪ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ hǘǘƻƳŀƴ 
ǊǳƭŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ мс ǎǳōŀǊŜŀǎΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 
άƛƪǊŀǊƛŀέΦ 

Å 9ŀŎƘ άƛƪǊŀǊƛέ ōŜƭƻƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ όŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘύ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ 
ŀ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΣ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘκƻƭŘŜǎǘ ƳŀƭŜ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ мс άƛƪǊŀǊƛŀέ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ ǿŀǎ 
ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƻπƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƳƻŘŜƭΦ 

¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎΣ 
ŎƘŜŜǎŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎΣ ƭƻƎƎƛƴƎΣ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƳŀƭƭ 
ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ 

Å The community worked on a cooperative basis and 
commonly managed the valuable natural resources 
like water and timber

Å This common management and sharing practices 
created a peculiar and strong sense of community 
and bonding to the place and impacted the spatial 
and functional form of the settlement.

CASE STUDY 1:  A MOUNTAINOUS OLD TRADITIONAL SETTLEMENT  : THE ARKOCHORI
SOURCE : ECHOPOLIS 2018 PROCEEDINGS PAPER PRESENTED BY G.POZOUKIDOU(2018) 



A resilient development strategy for the traditional 
settlement of Arkochori: Vision & Goals

GOAL 1 Establish a community-based enterprise system 

GOAL 2 Introduce diversity and redundancy of 
economic activities

GOAL 3 Protect and enhance built environment 
incl.heritage). 

GOAL 4 Promote Community building 

±L{LhbΥ άwŜƛƴǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΣ ŀƛƳƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜϦΦ 



PROTECTION AND DEVELOPMENT ZONES 


