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The 6th Cohesion Report 

Chapter 1 : Smart Growth 

 

Chapter 2: Inclusive growth 

 

Chapter 3: Sustainable Growth 

 

Chapter 6: The evolution of Cohesion 
Policy 

 

Chapter 8: Cohesion Policy in 2014-
2020 

Territorial and urban issues in  
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Territorial Cohesion and 6th CR: The EC 

has taken action to address and reinforce these 4 
issues: 

• Access to Services 

• Broadband & NGA 

• E-services 

• Road, rail, air 

• Sustainable development 

• Resource efficiency 

• Transport 

• Renewable energy 

• GHG emissions 

 

• Functional geographies 

• City definition 

• Degree of urbanisation 

• Territorial analysis 

• JRC, Copernicus, EEA, 
World Bank, OECD 

• RHOMOLO, LUISA 
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ACCESS TO SERVICES 

 

 

 

 

 

EU 2020 and Budget 2014-2020 to improve digital and 
physical access to services 

 

Connecting Europe Facility will invest 

• €32 bn in Transport 

• €9 bn in Energy 

• €9 bn in Broadband and digital services 
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Rural area 

Urban area % of households in each type of area 

Next Generation Access (NGA) coverage by type of 

area, end of 2011 

Source: European Commission, 2013, Broadband lines in the EU: situation at 1 July 2012, 

Communications Committee Working Document. 

% of Households with broadband connection, 2013 

Digital networks are spreading, but unevenly.. 
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e-Government and citizens 
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2011 2012 % of population 

e-Government usage by citizens, 2011-2012 

Source: Eurostat EU's Digital agenda target: 50% 
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Chapter 1 

High speed rail network in 2013 High speed rail network in 1990 
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
 
 

IS AT THE CORE OF EU 2020 AND COHESION POLICY. 
 
 
ENERGY EFFICIENT AND RENEWABLES  IN 2014-2020 
 
- AT LEAST 20% OF ERDF IN MD REGIONS 
 
- AT LEAST 6% IN LD REGIONS 
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Land-use efficiency of cities 

Built-up area per inhabitant, EU regions, 2012 

sq. km per mn inhabitants 

Urban regions Inter-mediate 
regions 

Rural regions 

EU-28 97 230 368 

EU-15 94 221 372 

EU-13 126 260 362 

Source: JRC European Human Settlement Map and DG REGIO calculations 
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Built up area per head by region, 2012 Share of built up area by region, 2012 
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Land use change 1950-2006, JRC 

 

Vienna Prague 
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Car dependency 

• Growth primarily in 
passenger-km by 
car 

• High growth in car 
travel in EU-15, 
combined with 
decline of public 
transport 

-2 0 2 4 6 

EU-27 
EU-15 
EU-12 

United Kingdom 
Netherlands 

Denmark 
Italy 

Belgium 
Malta 

Hungary 
Spain 

Czech Republic 
Germany 

Austria 
France 
Ireland 

Luxembourg 
Slovakia 
Sweden 

Romania 
Cyprus 
Finland 

Latvia 
Portugal 
Bulgaria 
Estonia 

Slovenia 
Greece 
Poland 

Lithuania 

  

Passenger cars 

Buses & Coaches 

Tram & Metro 

Railways 

Change in thousand passenger-km per person 

Change in passenger-km by transport 

mode, 1995-2011 
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Large cities have better access to 
public transport 
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% of population in urban centre 

Access to public transport in large European cities, 2012 

Source: Dijkstra, L. and Poelman, H. (2014) 
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Access to public transport in mid-sized European cities, 

2012 

Source: Dijkstra, L. and 
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PM10 concentrations, 2011 Ozone concentrations, 2011 



Regional & 
Urban Policy 

0 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

S
h
a
re

 o
f 

re
n
e
w

a
b
le

 e
n
e
rg

y
 i
n
 g

ro
s
s
 f

in
a
l 
e
n
e
rg

y
 c

o
n
s
u
m

p
ti
o
n
, 

%
 

Share of Renewable energy in total energy consumption, 2006-2012 

2006 

2012 

Target 2020 
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Low-carbon economy 

• Minimum ERDF 
support between 
12% and 20% 

• 37 billion euro 
foreseen in 
Partnership 
Agreements 
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FUNCTIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIES 
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EU-OECD city and commuting zone 
definition 
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Three degrees of urbanisation 
Three grid concepts 
(Cork, IE) 

Three types of 
municipalities 
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Cohesion Policy and geography in 
2014-2020 

• 5% for Sustainable Urban Development 

• ITIs (can follow functional geographies) 

• CLLDs 

• Coordination with other ESI funds (EAFRD and 
EMFF) 

• Facilitate multi-fund programmes 
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TERRITORIAL ANALYSIS 
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Total change (%)
Urban Intermediate Rural Total

EU-15

Total population 

change 6.8 4.7 3.1 5.4
Natural population 

change 2.6 0.5 -0.6 1.3
Net migration 4.1 4.2 3.7 4.1
EU-13

Total population 

change 0.6 -1.1 -3.9 -1.9
Natural population 

change -1.2 -0.7 -1.8 -1.3
Net migration 1.8 -0.4 -2.2 -0.6
EU-28

Total population 

change 6.1 3.3 0.4 3.8
Natural population 

change 2.2 0.2 -1 0.7
Net migration 3.8 3.1 1.5 3

Population change, natural change and net migration by urban-

rural typology, 2001-2011
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Rural regions and the crisis 

Average annual 

change (%)

GDP per 

head
Productivity 

Employment 

per head 

GDP per 

head
Productivity 

Employment 

per head 

EU-15

Urban 1.3 0.8 0.5 -0.9 0.2 -1.0

Intermediate 1.2 0.7 0.5 -0.6 0.3 -0.8

Rural 1.2 0.7 0.5 -0.5 0.4 -0.9

Total 1.3 0.8 0.5 -0.7 0.2 -0.9

EU-13

Urban 5.5 3.6 1.9 0.7 0.9 -0.2

Intermediate 4.6 4.2 0.4 0.5 1.5 -1.0

Rural 4.3 4.5 -0.2 0.6 1.6 -1.1

Total 4.9 4.3 0.6 0.7 1.4 -0.8

2000-2008 2008-2011

Change in GDP per head, productivity and employment per head by urban-rural 

typology, 2000-2008 and 2008-2011
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Share of population living in households at risk of poverty or exclusion by 
degree of urbanisation and 2020 targets, 2008,2012 

Cities 2012 

Towns and suburbs, Rural areas 2012 

Cities 2008 

Towns and suburbs, Rural areas 2008 

National target 

*BE, IE, AT, UK - 2011 
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Poverty mapping 
 

• Can help Cohesion 
Policy to target 
areas with the high 
at-risk-of-poverty 
rates 

• Based on SILC and 
census data done 
by WB and ESPON 
TiPSE 
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Conclusions 

• Progress on all four issues linked to Territorial 
Cohesion 

• Cohesion Policy pays more attention to urban and 
territorial issues 

• But more remains to be done to improve territorial 
analysis to support policy and the new urban 
agenda i.e 

•  integrate indicators beyond GDP into Cohesion 
Policy and improve territorial impact assessments. 
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Thank you for your attention! 

For more details please find the 6th 
Cohesion Report at:  

 
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sour
ces/docoffic/official/reports/cohesion6 


