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All national interests
on a map, little space,  
lots of interests and
goals and therefore:
Land use conflicts



3



4

National choices

Choices that are too big for regional and that concern national interests

Structuring
Big national choices with consequences for other interests
where major national interests collide (spatially overlapping or getting in each other's way)

(Lely line, hyperscale data center, main energy structure, gas network, electricity network)

Directional
(Sun on the roof, business parks along corridors, densification of cities)

- > Are made in the national programmes



5

Regional puzzle
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NOVEX-areas
• 16 areas

• crucial for reaching national goals. 

• Large overlap between national interests and

subsequently space claims 

and therefore conflicts in land use
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Panorama 
Zuid-Limburg



6 what-if- explorations



Water and soil leading

What if that as much as possible would be adapted to the consequences of 
climate change, when and how will this reach the limit of what is still 
possible? What are the measures that can be taken to keep the Netherlands 
safe and what opportunities do these interventions offer for other tasks (such 
as nature, agriculture, housing, mobility and energy transition)?



Perspective for agriculture and nature

What if our agriculture were to be organized according to the area 
characteristics for water and soil (e.g. sand, marine clay, peat), what prospects 
would lie ahead for agriculture in the Netherlands?

What if the nature objectives (focused, among other things, on strengthening 
biodiversity) were to be achieved by constructing a large-scale and robust 
nature network with which the nature areas are more firmly interconnected: 
where would they be located and how can smart use of space and multiple 
functions are combined (e.g. recreation and agriculture)?



Structuring networks for energy and
(circulair) economy
What if the space occupied by goods and raw materials flows and associated 
storage space (of raw materials, consumer products and circular return 
products) is designed as efficiently as possible in the future on a national scale 
between large-scale clusters of producers and consumers: How can this be 
organized and what are than the opportunities for combinations with other 
tasks?

What if the choice is made for the fullest possible electrical energy supply in 
2050 with minimal impact on land, what will the energy system of the future 
look like, where are the limits and where is the use of alternative sources 
necessary in that case?



Liveable cities and regions

What if the growth of the population is absorbed much more in the south, east 
and north of the Netherlands: what is needed to make this possible and how 
can water and soil play a role in this? And how can the economy in these 
regions simultaneously grow and thus strengthen their specific economic 
strengths in order to increase the opportunities for work in the vicinity?



Integral future
visions
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• What if explorations in which the major 
challenges relating to water, agriculture, 
nature, energy, economy and population 
growth and the possible choices and the 
impact on space are made clear

• In conjunction with eachother in 
integrated future visions for 2030, 2050 
and 2100

• Used as the policy scenarios that are 
tested in the PlanMER for the Nota 
Ruimte



Why?
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• Exploring possible solutions and system 
choices

• Making spatial impact transparent
• Exploring coherence between choices

>> For the benefit of spatial choices in 
national programs and the policy paper on 
space and interpretation of the spatial 
proposals



How?
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• With the departments
• With design agency
• By calculating and drawing

• With building blocks from the suppose 
explorations + results of national programs + 
results NOVEX

• With building blocks from explorations of the 
future by others

• Utilize knowledge of, among others, PBL, KIM and 
CPB to jointly get the basic principles right, the 
developments and goals and bandwidths that we 
assume.



Integral future
vision
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• The bounderies of the playing field, but within 
the desirable and possible

• Not the choices that have already been made or 
the directions that have already been taken for 
discussion, but as a starting point

• Not choosing between the variants, but working 
towards a vision with components from all 
variants

• All four variants give substance to the concept of 
'All of the Netherlands' from the line of reasoning 
for the Spatial Planning Memorandum in different 
ways

• All four variants give substance in different ways 
to the goals that have been set with regard to, for 
example, energy transition, recovery of 
biodiversity, circularity, etc.
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Benutten en versterken
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