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An all European spatial monitoring? 

• The monitoring should serve policy makers, stakeholders, 
practitioners as well as scientists

• Should make use of the whole world of existing data and 
indicators (...also non ESPON  sources)

• Should be easy to handle, targeted but also variable

• Because of the variety of indicators existing a choice
must be made

•

• Concentration on a limited number of indicators

• This led us to the idea of the so called routing indicators



What are „routing indicators“? 

• The indicators should have a high ability to act as 
representatives for a whole thematic field

• They need to have very strong explanatory power

• They highlight a certain thematic field and can act as an early  
warning system for changes in a thematic field

• The selection of these indicators was decentralized (by WP´s)

• Guidance was provided through a specific methodological 
approach...



Step 1: Indicator search

Step 2a: Filtering procedure

Step 2b: Wish list procedure

How to select... 

1. broad indicator search 
inside/outside ESPON

2a. Strict filtering procedure

2b. Wish list procedure



A tool for a sequential reporting

• We developed a MS ACCESS based routine to 
collect the „routing“ and „wishlist indicators“  

• This helps to standardize the procedure of characterizing 
the choosen indicators

• It helps to avoid wrong entries

• Automatically a data base is created which can be 
exploited logically (SQL queries...)

• The data base can act as a fundament for any interactive 
appplication (such as a web based GIS)



An all European spatial monitoring? 

•A monitoring only makes sense, when it is long term orientated…

•It needs a robust set of routing indicators that form the inner 
structure of the monitoring… 

•Therefore the inner core of the monitoring should not become a 
victim of short term desires…    

•But this does not mean, that additional layers serving short term 
needs can not be added every now and than…. 



European spatial monitoring ! 

Tool
s

Thank you for your attention!
Christian Muschwitz
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