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• 4th largest county among Norway's 15 counties

• Approx. 500.000 inhabitants
• 14% international background

• 23 municipalities / rural/urban

• Important industries: oil and gas, minerals and 
metals, food, IT/technology, tourism

• Stavanger is the regional capital

Rogaland County



Industrial development powered
by renewable electricity

• Almost 100% of Norway’s electricity production is 
renewable

• Rogaland accounts for about 12% of Norway’s
electricity production

• Energy- intensive industries have historically been
a significant part of the regional economy
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The function and tools of a 
regional development plan

• It gives strategic direction to the region’s
development

• It engages and coordinates stakeholders 
through participatory processes and a 
common decision basis

• It anchors priorities across political parties
and stakeholder groups

• Creates knowledge and common
understandig of relevant topics

• ….but it is not legally binding
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Main problems the plan aims to solve

Public acceptance: a barrier to industrial development
The need for large areas of land and electricity can come in conflict with
community interests and nature.
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The global green transition
Electrification and digitalisation as enablers for decarbonisation.

Just transition and jobs
Norway and particularly Rogaland needs to develop

both new business and create more jobs

Norwegian governments expected development in all counties
towards 2050 if no measures are taken



• Industrial opportunities

• Attractive locations 

• Power supply and energy use

• Relevant competence

8

Which issues are we going to work with and what
knowledge do we need? 

Important issues was identified

What do
We want? 

How shall
We do it?

What do we
need to know? 



How we did it 9

• Developed a common knowledge basis 
considering:

• Rogaland’s enabling conditions
• Available land/ location alternatives
• The electricity grid 
• Industry’s analysis and forecast
• What competence is needed
• Environmentalists’ and community

interests



The outcome of the common knowledge basis 
directed us to expand the scope of work
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Land-and-
electricity
intensive
Industry 

Opportunities in the green transition requiring
massive land use

• Battery factories
• Datacenters
• Hydrogen production
• Melting plants
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Priority measures – a holistic approach 14

Green Industrial
development
Rogaland shall
have a future-
oriented and 
sustainable
business sector
with
high value creation
and a diversity of 
jobs

Climate change
and viable natural
environment
The development of 
green industries in 
Rogaland will
contribute to 
reducing emisisons
and protecting
biodiversity

Power supply and 
energy use
Rogaland will have 
enough renewable
energy to lead the
green transition, 
and innovative 
future-oriented
solutions will
ensure efficient
energy use

Attractive localisation
opportunities
Rogaland will have an 
attractive portfolio of
localisation
opportunities for green
industrial developments
and their value chains

Relevant competence
The development of
green industries in 
Rogaland will enable
the transition to a
low-emission society
protecting biodiversity



Need for coordinated grid and land-use planning 15

The main transmission lines Prioritised energy hubs for developing industrial
parks for land - and – electricity intensive industry



16Priority locations for green industry
development



17Regional priority industrial locations

What does it mean to be «Regional Priority»

• Public authorities agree to work together to promote
industrial development within industrial parks

• This will create a predictable environment for 
investments

Clear message from the plan
• Power supply is the bottle neck, - there is enough industrial

land available
• We need to develop locations in industrial parks in 

proximity to  infrastucture and power supply



Action plan 18



Lessons learned

• The electricity power supply system 
• Shortage of electricity power
• The complexity of the power system 
• Importance of the energy hubs

• Status on power suply versus good location alternatives

• The importance of dialogue and participation

Challenges
• How to make good plans for circular solutions
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www.rogfk.no

Navn

Avdeling
Epost

Telefon

Ola Saua Førland 
Plan, Environment and Societal Development 

ola.saua.forland@rogfk.no

+47 47232318 

Thank you !

mailto:ola.saua.forland@rogfk.no
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