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Population ageing raises common challenges for cities. This challenge has become even more evident in the wake of the COVID-19 crisis 

that has affected our whole society, but older people in particular. The crisis has literally threatened their lives, and those who survived 

have been faced with increased loneliness. This shows once more how important it is to design our cities age-friendly and keep older 

people’s interest in mind in policy making.

A group of cities, who were forming the Eurocities Urban Ageing Working Group, asked ESPON’s support to investigate the effectiveness 

of policies and initiatives to develop age-friendly cities. In the first half of 2020, the ESPON ACPA (Adapting European Cities to 

Population Ageing) project was completed with a final report, a policy handbook supporting the decade of healthy and inclusive urban 

ageing, case study reports, maps and figures.

Together with the AGE Platform Europe, Eurocities, Greater Manchester Combined Authority/Greater Manchester Ageing Hub (lead 

stakeholder of ESPON ACPA) and the World Health Organisation, ESPON is organising an online conference week about population 

ageing. The week starts with an opening event, with a number of high-level speakers and experts, including vice president of the 

European Commission and Commissioner on Democracy and Demography Dubravka Šuica. 
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The opening day is followed by sessions on the case study cities investigated in ACPA: Amsterdam, Barcelona, Gothenburg, Greater 

Manchester, Hengelo, Nantes, Oslo and Zaragoza. At the ESPON Conference Week on Ageing, you will be able to: 

• Learn about the challenges that European cities are facing due to population ageing; 

• Discover inspiring policy responses to overcome these challenges; 

• Ask policymakers and experts of population ageing about their population ageing strategy; 

• Discuss and exchange experiences of successful adoption to population ageing. 

 

Program and registration 

The opening session is taking place on Monday 30 November from 10:00 till 12:15 (CET). Next, six case study sessions will be held 

about the stakeholders cities. These will take place between Tuesday 1 December and Friday 4 December. Below, you can register for 

the opening session and a city session of choice. Please refer to the annex for the schedule per day and more information. 

 

Practical details 

• Attending the sessions is free of charge. 

• The kick-off event will be held in English. The six case study sessions will be in the local language. 

• The sessions will run through Webex. You will receive more technical information on how to join the sessions after you have 

signed up for the event. 

• In case of questions, please contact Ecorys (hidde.wedman@ecorys.com) and ESPON egtc (piera.petruzzi@espon.eu) 

 

 

  

 

http://www.espon.eu/acpa
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Click on the links below to register for  

the opening session and a case study session on your country of interest: 
 

 

 

Monday 30 November  
10:00 – 12:15 CET 

Language: English (EN) 

 

Tuesday 1 December 
13:30 – 14:30 CET 

Language: Norwegian / Norsk (NO) 

 

Wednesday 2 December 
10:00 – 11:00 CET 

Language: Dutch / Nederlands (NL) 

 

Wednesday 2 December 
13:30 – 14:30 UK time 

Language: English (EN) 

 

Thursday 3 December 
10:00 – 11:00 CET 

Language: Spanish / Español (ES) 

 

Thursday 3 December 
13:30 – 14:30 CET 

Language: Swedish / Svenska (SV) 

 

Friday 4 December 
10:00 – 11:00 CET 

Language: French / Français (FR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://esponacpa.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=esponacpa&service=6&rnd=0.6517238476222567&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fesponacpa.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b00000004c4df920261ba977af903ddccec4787bb86bd87debe5c8c7364f3e7122c400c20%26siteurl%3Desponacpa%26confViewID%3D175885592811276601%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAAT5EIzDAupTfqEKOOgj68SMTgZ61Gt_CWgufmoyrfObZA2%26
https://esponacpa.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=esponacpa&service=6&rnd=0.8758734273168715&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fesponacpa.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b00000004ba7a70cafe174dc4779a20ec8d966f153f9b6b5dce17241c43ebfd9496e92676%26siteurl%3Desponacpa%26confViewID%3D176331175960250895%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAAT1bbTjlNaBysm0fZNO4V797E1Mf_OeLUViB-hOQd4nXw2%26
https://esponacpa.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=esponacpa&service=6&rnd=0.2851762255867166&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fesponacpa.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b000000040cc1e3bee855993f1916d5b9ef8fe246120ac67f7d0325b81eb977c08356dcfe%26siteurl%3Desponacpa%26confViewID%3D176331390943496523%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAASMkvUdHVl7rxtnotn1wy_IPH5SBWoqM6_WGuBP45TI1w2%26
https://esponacpa.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=esponacpa&service=6&rnd=0.7370165203526261&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fesponacpa.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b000000041d1773fc99f313c6a5b7a7344e93dd92925ff6ae37b38b900650ef88a5223f4e%26siteurl%3Desponacpa%26confViewID%3D175893453418269505%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAAQxXlNnvYu-6GTrfD1nkKtwX5PDh0X4pCMfASViPALo6w2%26
https://esponacpa.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=esponacpa&service=6&rnd=0.6090844287144391&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fesponacpa.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b00000004f06d0fcaf0a4ea661ab195d81b4d0f497eef91a4ad6157d402ba738130d578bf%26siteurl%3Desponacpa%26confViewID%3D175899877706828399%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAAS_9-3p1fa_ZZ3JnjciwdgMwjhDAkZv9TRNdzWtML4w5A2%26
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https://esponacpa.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=esponacpa&service=6&rnd=0.10222937122490805&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fesponacpa.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b0000000483f379b26d334e5b974fe6b142d0ef3765814d8733338a8b2003c99db4127c24%26siteurl%3Desponacpa%26confViewID%3D175891634472356151%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAAQcvXYoKTBrPSeiN51czPBEKrF6afLWXnYMIVpLU1oOHQ2%26
https://esponacpa.webex.com/esponacpa/onstage/g.php?MTID=ec5db8fe3dbb8f9566e37b1de990a2f95


 

 

Agenda for the opening session  

Day 1 // Monday 30 November 2020 // 10:00 – 12:15 // online 

Digital conference // English  

 

10:00-10:05     Welcome 

10:05-10:20     Keynote speech 

10:20-10:45      ESPON and the ACPA project

Dr. Wiktor Szydarowski, ESPON EGTC
Paul McGarry, lead stakeholder of 
ESPON ACPA, Greater Manchester 
Combined Authority/GM Ageing Hub
Erik van Ossenbruggen, Ecorys (NL)

10:45-11:05

Urban ageing, what makes it 

different from ageing in other 

environments? 

Prof. dr. Christopher Philipson, 
University of Manchester (UK) 

11:05-11:25      Ageing policy and COVID-19                 Dr. Manfred Huber, WHO Europe 

11:25-11:45      Ageing in times of digitalisation          
Dr. Heidrun Mollenkopf, AGE
 Platform Europe (vice president)

11:45-11:50      Break

11:50-12:15      
Moderated panel discussion, Q&A 

and wrap up

Prof. dr. Christoper Philipson 
Dr. Heidrun Mollenkopf
Dr. Manfred Huber
Paul McGarry
Anne Berit Rafoss
Tom van Benthem
Dr. Wiktor Szydarowski 

  

Piera Petruzzi, ESPON EGTC
David Regeczi, Ecorys (NL)
Commissioner Dubravka Šuica, 

European Commission



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Case study session on Norway   

Day 2 // Tuesday 1 December 2020 // 13:30 – 14:30 CET // online   
Digital conference // Norwegian (Norsk)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13:30-13:50   Introduction: rationale of ESPON ACPA and  

presentation of ACPA case study Oslo   

Piera Petruzzi, ESPON 
egtc 

Mari Wøien Meijer, 
Nordregio 

Monica Enge Eriksen, 
Oslo Kommune 

   
 13:50-14:00   Trondheim: age-friendly city Solveig Dale, Trondheim 

Kommune   

14:00-14:30   

Interactive part: Q&A and discussion on   

policy challenges in Norway and good   

practices; how to transfer and implement   

good practices from ACPA to other contexts   

All participants   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Case study session on The Netherlands   

Day 3 // Wednesday 2 December 2020 // 10:00 – 11:00 CET // online   
Digital conference // Dutch (Nederlands)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Case study session on United Kingdom   

Day 3 // Wednesday 2 December 2020 // 13:30 – 14:30 UK time // online   
Digital conference // English  

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10:00-10:20   Introduction: rationale of ESPON ACPA and  

presentation of ACPA case study Amsterdam   

Piera Petruzzi, ESPON 
egtc 

Erik van Ossenbruggen, 
Ecorys Netherlands 

Tom van Benthem and 
Johan Osté, Amsterdam 

   
 13:50-14:00   Development of Age-Friendly City 

measurement protocol, The Hague 
Willeke van Staalduinen, 
AFEdemy   

14:00-14:30   

Interactive part: Q&A and discussion on   

policy challenges in the Netherlands and 

good practices; how to transfer and 

implement good practices   

All participants   

13:30-13:50   Introduction: rationale of ESPON ACPA and  

presentation of ACPA case study Greater 

Manchester   

Piera Petruzzi, ESPON 
egtc 

James Whitley, Ecorys UK 

Paul McGarry, Greater 
Manchester Ageing Hub 

   
 13:50-14:00   Strategic partnership with Greater 

Manchester Combined Authority, and 

UK Network of Age-friendly Cities 

Nicola Waterworth and 
Ange Jones, Centre for 
Ageing Better   

14:00-14:30   

Interactive part: Q&A and discussion on   

policy challenges in the UK and good   

practices; how to transfer and implement   

good practices  

All participants   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Case study session on Spain   

Day 4 // Thursday 3 December 2020 // 10:00 – 11:00 CET // online   
Digital conference // Spanish (Español)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10:00-10:15   Introduction: rationale of ESPON ACPA and  

presentation of ACPA case studies Spain 

(overview)  

Piera Petruzzi, ESPON 
egtc 

Inés Arevalo, Ecorys 
Spain 

   
10:15-10:30   Case study Zaragoza : ciudad amigable con 

las personas mayores (friendly city together

with older people)

Case study Barcelona : una ciutat per a tots 

els cicles de vida (2018-2030) (a city for all 

stages of life)

Javier Viela, Technical 
Jefe Oficina Técnica del 
Mayor,  Ayuntamiento 
de Zaragoza 

Francisco Rivas, 
Ayuntamiento de 
Zaragoza 

Ramon Pablo Malagrida, 
Ayuntamiento de 
Barcelona 

Natalia Rosetti Maffioli, 
Universidad Autónoma 
de Barcelona and  
Ayuntamiento de 
Barcelona 

 

 

 

 

10:30-11:00   Interactive part: Q&A and discussion on   

policy challenges in Spain and good practices; 

how to transfer and implement good 

practices   

All participants   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Case study session on Sweden   

Day 4 // Thursday 3 December 2020 // 13:30 – 14:30 CET // online   
Digital conference // Swedish (Svenska)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13:30-13:50   Introduction: rationale of ESPON ACPA and  

presentation of ACPA case study 

Gothenburg   

Piera Petruzzi, ESPON 
egtc 

Dr. Wiktor Szydarowski, 
ESPON egtc 

Lisa Holtz, Göteborgs 
Stad 

Mats Stjernberg, 
Nordregio 

   
 13:50-14:00   Uppsala: on its way to become an age-

friendly city 
Kenny Jansson, Uppsala 
Kommun/ 
Äldreförvaltningen   

14:00-14:30   Interactive part: Q&A and discussion on 

policy challenges in Sweden and good 

practices; how to transfer and implement 
good practices

All participants   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Case study session on France  

Day 5 // Friday 4 December 2020 // 10:00 – 11:00 CET // online  

Digital conference // French (Français)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10:00-10:30   Introduction: rationale of ESPON ACPA and  

presentation of ACPA case study Nantes   

Piera Petruzzi, ESPON 
egtc 

Agnese Macaluso, 
Ecorys Netherlands 

Michel Lorant, Ville de 
Nantes 

   
10:30-10:40   Population ageing and age-friendly cities in 

France: a national perspective 

Angélique Giacomini,   
Réseau Francophone  
des Villes amies des 
aînés 

 

 

 

 

10:40-11:00   Interactive part: Q&A and discussion on   

policy challenges in France and good 

practices; how to transfer and implement 

good practices   

All participants   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ESPON ACPA Adapting European Cities to Population Ageing   

https://www.espon.eu/ACPA   

•  Report    

•  Policy Handbook “Supporting the decade of healthy and inclusive urban ageing”  

•  Maps and Figures   

•  City Report Amsterdam // City for all cultures and ages   

•  City Report Barcelona // A city for all phases of life   

•  City Report Gothenburg // A better place to age in   
•  City Report Great Manchester // Doing ageing differently   

•  City Report Hengelo // Right care in the right place   

•  City Report Nantes // Longevity: Let’s open up the possibilities   
•  City Report Oslo // A greener, warmer and more inclusive city   

•  City Report Zaragoza // Ciudad Amigables-Friendly city together with seniors   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ESPON 2020   
 

ESPON EGTC   
 

4 rue Erasme, L-1468 Luxembourg  
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg   
Phone: +352 20 600 280   
Email: info@espon.eu   
www.espon.eu   

 

The ESPON EGTC is the Single Beneficiary of the ESPON   
2020 Cooperation Programme. The Single Operation within  
the programme is implemented by the ESPON EGTC and   
co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund,  
the EU Member States and the Partner States, Iceland,   
Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland.  

 

https://www.espon.eu/ACPA
mailto:info@espon.eu
http://www.espon.eu/

