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ESPON METRO LISBON PEER LEARNING WORKSHOP 

 

 O papel e as perspetivas futuras da Política de Coesão no planeamento das Áreas e Cidades 
Metropolitanas  

The role and future perspectives of Cohesion Policy in the planning of Metropolitan Areas and Cities 

 

23 de fevereiro | 10h | INSTITUTO DE GEOGRAFIA E ORDENAMENTO DO TERRITÓRIO DA 
UNIVERSIDADE DE LISBOA | INSCRIÇÃO: https://forms.gle/ua1vdpgfo1RWLs2a7 

 

Sessão de Abertura | Opening Session 

10h 

• José Manuel Simões - Instituto de Geografia e Ordenamento do Território da Universidade de 
Lisboa 

• Carlos Humberto de Carvalho - Área Metropolitana de Lisboa 

• Piera Petruzzi - European Observation Network for Territorial Development and Cohesion 

 

Apresentação de Resultados | Results Presentation 

10,20h 

• Giancarlo Cotella – Politecnico di Torino 

• Mário Vale – Instituto de Geografia e Ordenamento do Território da Universidade de Lisboa 

Debate  

11,20h 

Moderador/Moderator: Filipe Ferreira - Área Metropolitana de Lisboa 

• Sónia Alegre – Transportes Metropolitanos de Lisboa 

• Elisa Vilares – Direção Geral do Território 

• Nuno Romão -Agência para o Desenvolvimento e Coesão 

 

Sessão de Encerramento | Closing Session 

12,20h 

• Mário Vale - ESPON METRO team / Instituto de Geografia e Ordenamento do Território 

• Filipe Ferreira - Área Metropolitana de Lisboa 

• José Luís Zêzere – Centro de Estudos Geográficos  

• Jakub Mazur - METREX Network of European Metropolitan Regions and Areas  

https://forms.gle/ua1vdpgfo1RWLs2a7
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PARTICIPANTS SHORT BIO 

José Manuel Simões 

 

José Manuel Simões is Geographer and Urban Planner with a PhD and aggregation in Human Geography. 

Full Professor at IGOT-ULisboa – Institute of Geography and Spatial Planning of the University of Lisbon 

(since 2006). President of IGOT (since January 2019). Chairman of the Assembly / Council of IGOT-ULisboa 

(2009/2018). Member of the Executive Board of AUP – Associação Portuguesa de Urbanistas (2015/2017). 

Member of the Executive Board of IUPEA – International Urban Planning and Environment Association 

(since 2014). Member of the Council of National Representatives of AESOP – Association of European 

Schools of Planning (since 2016). National coordinator of the European project SECOA: Solutions for 

Environmental Contrasts in Coastal Areas (FP7; 2009/2013). Sector coordinator of the PNPOT – National 

Program for Spatial Planning Policy (DGOTDU-MAOTDR; 2003/2005). 

 

Carlos Humberto de Carvalho  

 

Carlos Humberto is currently First Secretary of the Lisbon Metropolitan Area. Assumes the presidency of 

the Municipality of Barreiro, on October 27, 2005 where it remained until October 22, 2017. He was 

President of the Lisbon Metropolitan Board (JML) from 2006 to 2013. As President of JML, he was 

President of the Regional Economy Commission, from 2006 to 2009, he was a member of the General 

Council of the Metropolitan Authority of Transportes de Lisboa, was an effective member of the Advisory 

Committee Strategic at POR Lisboa, he was an effective member of the Monitoring the Management Plan 

for the Tagus Estuary and the Assembly of the Lisbon Consumer Dispute Arbitration Center. In terms of 

international networks, as President of JML, he assumed the presidency of the Supervisory Board of 

EUROPAN Portugal and was a member of the Board of Directors of AIVP (International Association of 

Cities and ports).  
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Piera Petruzzi  

 

Piera Petruzzi is Senior Project Expert European Outreach and Targeted Analyses at the ESPON Egtc in 

Luxembourg since 2008. She is responsible for outreach strategy and Targeted Analyses on several topics, 

i.e. ageing population, digitalisation, metropolitan areas and cohesion policy, coordinating research teams 

and supporting stakeholders policy needs. Piera started her career in 1993 with the advertising agency 

Ata Tonic. She joined Cogest Italia in 1994 as Marketing and Communication Manager for shopping and 

leisure centers and launched the first Multiplex Cinemas in Italy in 1990. In 2001 she brought her expertise 

to Banca Monte Paschi Belgio – MPS Group in Brussels where she was responsible for coordinating a task 

force on new business and pr. She then worked as Marketing and Communication adviser of 

Publitimeanimazioni where she launched a business unit on public affairs. Shifting to the public sector in 

2004, Piera worked at Basilicata Region where she was appointed as Communication Expert of 

programmes co-financed by the EU. Piera holds a master’s degree in Economics and Banking from Siena 

University and was awarded a master in communication for public institutions. 

 

Giancarllo Cotella 

 

Giancarlo Cotella is Associate Professor of spatial planning at Politecnico di Torino. His research focuses 

on the comparison of territorial governance and spatial planning systems in Europe and beyond and on 

the mutual influence between EU territorial governance and domestic territorial governance and spatial 

planning. More in particular, he explored the evolution and impact of the EU cohesion policy and related 

programmes and initiatives. He participated in several international research projects and published 

widely in the international literature. He took part to the recently concluded projects ESPON COMPASS, 

ESPON ReSSI, ESPON URRUC and ESPON SUPER. 
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Mário Vale 

 

Mário Vale has a Degree in Geography, a Master’s degree in Human Geography and Local and Regional 

Planning and a PhD Degree in Human Geography from the University of Lisbon. He was Visiting Research 

Fellow at CURDS (Centre for Urban and Regional Development Studies), at the University of Newcastle) in 

2006 and a Fulbright Visiting Scholar at the Department of Geography at UCLA (University of California 

Los Angeles) in 2013. He has been working on urban and regional economic change, especially in the 

European periphery, combining institutional, evolutionary and political economy perspectives in 

economic geography. He was President of the Portuguese Association of Geographers (2004-2008) and 

Vice-Chair of the Regional Studies Association (2008-2011) and is currently FeRSA (Fellow of the Regional 

Studies Association) and RSA ambassador in Portugal. 

 

Filipe Ferreira 

 

MA in Economics and Public Policies. Since 2014 is working at Lisbon Metropolitan Area as Metropolitan 

Secretary and its main areas of interest are territorial planning, EU funding, training, territorial 

instruments management, economic development, international relations and public procurement. He 

was co-coordinator of the LMA 2030 Regional Strategy and LMA Metropolitan Plan to Support Deprived 

Communities. He is LMA focal point regarding ESPON METRO consortium and Metropolitan Network of 

Agrifood Parks. Currently is working in the preparation of 2030 EU funding period, on Financing 

Opportunities for the socio-economic development of the region and in the Recovery and Recuperation 

Program projects. 



 

 

 
5 

Sónia Alegre 

 

Sónia Alegre has a degree in Economics and a post-graduate degree in Financial Markets and Assets. Her 

professional career has always been linked to banking, having started her career at Caixa Geral de 

Depósitos in 2000. Of the various functions performed, those linked to the area of market risk 

management (having been at the genesis of its constitution and growth) and as manager of financial assets 

of the Bank's Investment portfolio stand out. In 2019, she was invited to design the Strategic Plan for the 

Internal Audit Function. After the elaboration of the referred plan, it ended up being allocated to its 

implementation, where it began to cumulatively provide reporting functions, both to the Bank's 

Governing Bodies and to the European Central Bank. Since 2021, she has been a member of the Board of 

TML – Transportes Metropolitanos de Lisboa, in charge of Intelligent Transport Systems and Services (ITS 

– Intelligent Transport Systems and Services) and Legal, Logistics, Financial and Human Resources matters. 

Elisa Vilares  

 

Elisa Vilares is currently Head of Division of Territorial Development and Urban Policy at DG Território and 

Chair of the Working Party on Urban Policy at OEDC. Has a Master in Urban and Environmental 

Regeneration, Advanced studies in public management and has graduated in Architecture. Was Territorial 

development and urban policy officer at DGOTDU and Territorial development and spatial planning officer 

at CCDRLVT. Her main focus is in the promotion of territorial development, implement national urban 

policies and develop knowledge and capacities on urban matters. Featured projects and actitivies: since 

2019, Iniciativa Nacional Cidades Circulares - national initiative for circular economy in cities; since 2015, 

Fórum das Cidades - national comunication platform on sustainable urban development; 2014/15, 

Cidades Sustentáveis 2020 - national strategic framework for sustainable urban development; 2013/14, 

Programa Nacional da Política de Ordenamento do Território (PNPOT) / National Spatial Planning Policy 

Programme - coordination of the assessment report of the Action Plan 2007-2013. 
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Nuno Romão  

 

Nuno Romão is currently Head of Studies and Regional Policies at AD&C - Cohesion and Development 

Agency. Was Associated Researcher at CIRIUS/ISEG - Regional and Urban Research Centre, Senior 

Economist at the Monitoring Unit of NSRF/QREN Observatory and Senior Project Manager in the Joint 

Technical Secretariat of INTERREG SUDOE 2007-2013. He was also Coordinator of the Working Groups 

responsible for programming Policy Objective 5 “A Europe closer to the citizens” and the Fund for a Just 

Transition and design and configuration of the territorial approach and respective territorial instruments 

within the scope of the preparation of the Partnership Agreement Portugal 2030. Coordinated the 

monitoring activities of territorial instruments, municipal investment and the territorialization of the 

Portugal Cohesion Policy 2020 funds. 

 

José Luís Zêzere 

 

José Luís Zêzere holds a PhD in Physical Geography (U- Lisboa) and he is Full Professor at the Universidade 

de Lisboa, Instituto de Geografia e Ordenamento do Território. Published 60 articles in journals. Has 3 

section(s) of books and 4 book(s). Has received 3 awards and/or honors. Works in the area(s) of Natural 

sciences with emphasis on Earth and Environmental Sciences with emphasis on Physical Geography and 

Natural sciences with emphasis on Earth and Environmental Sciences with emphasis on Physical 

Geography. Currently he is Director of the Centre of Geographical Studies. 
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Jakub Mazur 

 

First Deputy Mayor of Wrocław, Jakub Mazur supervises the Department of City Development and 

Strategy and acts as a representative for international affairs. He is also in charge of urban planning and 

land use plan management, architecture, construction administration, city aesthetics, monument 

preservation, economic development, geodesy and land cadastre. He is also the representative of the city 

and associations in governmental projects. Jakub Mazur is a graduate of the University of Economics in 

Wrocław (Department of National Economy), the University of Wrocław (Department of Law and 

Administration) and holds an Executive MBA from the London Apsley Business School. 

 

 

Conheça o projeto ESPON METRO | Know more about ESPON METRO 

https://www.espon.eu/metro 

 

https://www.espon.eu/metro

