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// ESPON Scientific Conference 2018 

Building the next generation of research on territorial development 

14 November 2018 

99 City Road Conference Centre // London, UK 

 

Context and objective 

ESPON uses research to inspire policy making in the field of territorial development and cohesion. And in 

this ESPON scientific conference we are looking for fresh approaches and methods that inspire us. 

In this context, the conference aims to share and discuss experiences and upcoming challenges in territorial 

development and cohesion, and how to apply new scientific approaches and tools in territorial research. 

The main target groups are scientists and experts, but also policy makers, stakeholders and practitioners 

who are interested in the latest developments and trends for supporting policy making by addressing the 

territorial dimension in policy development.  

The conference will start with two key-note speakers providing a general overview on new trends in the 

field of territorial development to inspire the audience for an open debate.  

This will be followed by two tracks of parallel sessions in which researchers will present, explain and discuss 

new concepts, methods, indicators, typologies, tools, maps and models that they have developed and/or 

used in relation to three specific topics. These topics address common challenges for improving and further 

developing the support to policy makers with addressing the territorial dimension in policy development:  

a) Territorial interrelations: An increasing number of cities and regions are working on the spatial 

development of cross-border and functional urban areas. It is important to further strengthen the 

analytical, policy-making, monitoring and evaluation capacities for these areas by developing and 

using methodologies to capture territorial interrelations, functional areas and territorial 

development beyond static administrative units.  

b) Monitoring integrated territorial development: The European Commission has introduced new 

tools that can be used to implement territorial strategies in an integrated manner by combining 

several funds and addressing the development of a territory across sectors. It is important to 

develop and use methodologies that are able to monitor and measure integrated territorial 

development. 

c) New data sources: The use of traditional data, such as official administrative statistics, takes in 

general long to be published and used and does not cover all topics of interest for territorial 

cohesion. It is important to develop and use methodologies that are using new data sources and 

tools, such as data and information from analysing internet activities or social media, for observing 

territorial development trends.  

The conference will be closed with a panel debate among representatives of some European scientific 

organisations reflecting upon the traditional way of doing territorial research in relation to the three topics 

selected. One of the main questions that will be addressed is: are we asking the right questions?   
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Programme 

Wednesday // 14 November 
 
08:30 Registration and coffee  

 
09:00 Welcome and opening  

• Ilona Raugze, Director of ESPON EGTC 
 

09:15 State of research in the field of territorial development 
The plenary session is designed to provide a general overview on new trends in the field of territorial 
development. It will serve as an inspiration for further discussions during the conference. 
 
Moderator: Laurent Frideres, ESPON EGTC  
Keynotes: 

• tbd 

• tbd 
 
Debate with the audience 
 

10:30 
 

Coffee break 

11:00 Parallel sessions - track 1 
Papers will be selected following a call for abstracts for each of the three topics. These papers will be 
presented in the parallel sessions in track 1 and track 2.  
 
Session 1a: Territorial interrelations  
Moderator: ESPON EGTC (tbd) 
Speakers: 

• Andrea Bassi: Knowledge integration with systems thinking for improved policy effectiveness 

• Carlos Ferreira: The uses of Institutional Mapping for understanding territorial interrelations 

• Dragisa Mijacic: Civil Society Organisations and Cross-Border Networks in the Western Balkans 
 
Session 1b: Monitoring integrated territorial development 
Moderator: ESPON EGTC (tbd) 
Speakers: 

• Giancarlo Cotella: The Europeanization of territorial governance and spatial planning. A tool for 
analysis 

• Dimitra Chondrogianni: Capabilities and Performance Assessment of City (CAPAcity) dynamic 
model for potential investment and development 

• Maria Prezioso: Measuring the progress towards territorial cohesion: a TIA application to the 
regional development programs 

 
Session 1c: New data sources 
Moderator: ESPON EGTC (tbd) 
Speakers: 

• Marco Bianchi: One step forward to the Circular Economy assessment: producing regional 
evidence 

• Filipe Batista e Silva: Using web-based sources of geospatial data to enable new territorial 
analyses: examples from recent experience at the EC Knowledge Centre for Territorial Policies 

• Renaud Le Goix: Institutional data vs big data, a view from Paris. Why analyzing data on housing 
dynamics in cities matters, and how to do it? 
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12:30 Lunch 
  
13:30 Parallel sessions - track 2 

Papers will be selected following a call for abstracts for each of the three topics. These papers will be 
presented in the parallel sessions in track 1 and track 2.  
 
Session 2a: Territorial interrelations  
Moderator: ESPON EGTC (tbd) 
Speakers: 

• Valeria Fedeli: Beyond exclusionary inclusion: rethinking marginality 

• Sylwia Borkowska-Waszak: How can ethnography and collective action literature enrich the 
analysis of territorial interrelations? Insights from the Integrated Territorial Investments in Poland 

• Giacomo Durante: Innovation dynamics in Italian small and medium-sized towns: a national 
overview 

 
Session 2b: Monitoring integrated territorial development 
Moderator: ESPON EGTC (tbd) 
Speakers: 

• Francesco Pagliacci: RIS3 in macroregional strategies: tools to design and monitor integrated 
territorial development paths 

• Kai Böhme: Future oriented approaches – the case of territorial foresight 

• Eduardo Medeiros: Assessing Integrated Territorial Development Strategies 
 
Session 2c: New data sources 
Moderator: ESPON EGTC (tbd) 
Speakers: 

• Helka Kalliomäki: Discovering the potentials of big data for integrated territorial policy 
development in the European growth corridors - a review on new data sources 

• Fabio Manfredini: Profiling urban populations through mobile phone data: an application on the 
Milan urban region 

• Jacques Michelet: A generalised LAU2 layer: when “less” is ”more” 
 

15:00 
 
15:30 

Coffee break 
 
Panel debate: are we asking the right questions? 
Representatives of European scientific organisations will reflect upon the traditional way of doing 
territorial research in relation to the three topics selected. One of the main questions that will be 
addressed is: are we asking the right questions? 
 
Moderator: Eugen Antalovsky, Urban Innovation Vienna 
Panel discussion:  

• Prof. André Torre, INRA - Agro Paris Tech, vice-President of ERSA 

• Prof. Antoine le Blanc, Université du Littoral Côté d'Opale, member of the EUGEO Executive 
Committee 

• Henk van der Kamp, Honorary president of ECTP-CEU 

• Prof. Gordon Dabinett, University of Sheffield, former Chair of RSA  

• Ilona Raugze, director of ESPON EGTC 
 

17:00 
 

End of the programme  
 

 


