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Workshop background and objectives 

European territories and regions differ in their pre-conditions for a transition towards a greener 
economy and also in the magnitude of possible effects. Subsequently, tailored policies are needed 
that can most efficiently transition these characteristics into qualities of green regional economies. 
 
Territorial Cohesion suggests the need to pay attention to territorial impacts, territorial differences 
and performance when designing and implementing sectoral policies. In line with this, the 
European Commission has the ambition to mainstream green economy objectives into all policy 
areas including the Common Agricultural Policy, the Common Fisheries Policy, Cohesion Policy, 
energy infrastructure and trans-European networks, measures addressing the world markets for 
commodities and raw materials, water policies or climate change adaptation policies.  
 
Furthermore, the Europe 2020 Strategy can be seen as a strategy bridging the economy (the 
current crisis), the environment (climate change, energy scarcity and ecosystem degradation) and 
society (the need for cohesion). As such, Europe 2020 calls for “smart, sustainable (green) and 
inclusive growth” to simultaneously propel a long-term and sustainable vision of development for 
the EU. The Sustainable Growth priority includes aims to promote a more resource efficient, 
greener and competitive economy. The strategy reflects that economic growth is crucial to 
economic recovery and to an increase of Europe’s competitiveness. However, it further stresses 
that growth needs to be sustainable.  
 
Against this backdrop, the workshop intends to present and discuss the recent and future 
relevance of the green economy in the territorial development of European regions. Territorial 
evidence will be presented that has been produced by the ESPON GREECO project ‘Territorial 
Potentials for a Greener Economy’. This will be supported by an ESPON Evidence Brief No.10 that 
will be available before the workshop. 
 
Three presentations will set the scene by shedding light on the approach towards the green 
economy from a global/international, national and regional/local perspective, identifying relevant 
actors, instruments and actions. 
 
Processes taking place with regard to decoupling economic growth from energy consumption, the 
territorial dimension of the green economy as well as its performance will be discussed. By doing 
so, territorial potentials, contributing to restore economic balance and create employment, will be 
identified. In this context account will be taken of the recommendation of the Territorial Agenda 
2020 that the economic crisis should be seen as an “opportunity for a transition towards more 
sustainable and resource efficient economic structures if appropriate actions are taken”. 
 
Concrete examples will inform on green growth processes within different sectors as e.g. 
manufacture, waste management, bio-economy (agriculture, forestry and fishery) or renewable 
energy, their current state and greening performance. Case study results will identify the role of the 
regions in driving a green economy development and good practices of regional transition. Key 
regional drivers and enabling conditions for green growth will be discussed including policies, 
financial instruments and investments. Furthermore, policies capable of promoting the green 
economy, their transformative character and resulting implications will be discussed. Policy 
messages will be introduced targeting different sectors, actors and types of territories. 
 
An interactive discussion ending the workshop will address investments needed to strengthen the 
performance and diversity of potentials of the green economy in European regions, taking into 
account examples from national and regional policies as well as territorial strategies. This session 
will be informed by some initial statements from policy makers, experts as well as scientists and 
shall be followed by a lively discussion involving all participants. 
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9.30-10.00 Registration and welcome coffee and tea 

 

 Introduction 

10.00-10.15 Welcome and setting the scene 

- Peter Mehlbye, ESPON Coordination Unit 

Moderator:  - Alan Harding, University of Liverpool Management School, ESPON ECR2 Project 
  Partner, UK 

 

10.15-11.00 The international, national and regional perspective on the green economy 

Action plans and investment programs for green growth in the global perspective 

- Andrea M. Bassi, KnowlEdge Srl, Italy 

Progress and expectations of the Europe 2020 Strategy in promoting green growth 

- Albane Demblans, Policy Officer, Unit SG D1 'Europe 2020, European Semester, 
Economic Governance', Secretariat General, European Commission 

Involvement of local and regional authorities in the transition to a green economy 

- Wolfgang Teubner, ICLEI European Secretariat 

Questions and answers 

 

11.00-12.00 Green economic transformation in Europe: territorial performance, potentials  
and implications 

 Delinking, recession and recovery in the transition to the low carbon economy 

- Anders Chr. Hansen, Roskilde University, ESPON GREECO Project Partner, 
Denmark 

Green growth: A territorial approach 

- Rasmus Ole Rasmussen, NORDREGIO, ESPON GREECO Project Partner, Sweden 

The green economy as answer to restore the economy? 

- Carlos Tapia, Tecnalia Research and Innovation, ESPON GREECO Lead Partner, 
Spain  

Questions and answers 

 

12.00-13.00 Networking buffet lunch 

 

13.00-14.15 Green growth within different sectors and regions 

Green growth in different economic sectors – how does it work in practice?  

- Anna Berlina, NORDREGIO, ESPON GREECO Project Partner, Sweden 

 Contribution of spatial planning to the greening of the economy: the industrial symbiosis 
example 

- Mette Skovbjerg, Kalundborg Symbiosis Center, Denmark 
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Policy effectiveness for greening the economy 

- Ruslan Zhechkov, Regional Environmental Center, ESPON GREECO Project Partner, 
Hungary  

Questions and answers 

 

14.15-15.30 Interactive discussion 

Performance and potentials of the green economy: What green investment where? 

All participants are welcome and expected to contribute with their statements during the 
interactive dialogue 

Initial statements on use and potentials by: 

- Andrea M. Bassi, KnowlEdge Srl, Italy 

- Mathieu Fichter, Unit G1 – Competence centre ‘Smart & Sustainable Growth’, 
European Commission - DG REGIO 

- Marja Nissinen, Knowledge for Growth Unit, JRC.IPTS, European Commission 

- Begoña Vicente Yenes, Fundación MODERNA de Navarra, Spain 

 

15.30-15.40 Conclusions and closure 

- Peter Mehlbye, ESPON Coordination Unit 

 

15.40-16.00 Networking coffee and tea 
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More information 

The ESPON 2013 Programme is part-financed by the European Regional Development Fund, the EU Member States 
and the Partner States Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland. 

It shall support policy development in relation to the aim of territorial cohesion and a harmonious development of the 
European territory. ESPON shall support Cohesion Policy development with European wide, comparable information, 
evidence, analyses and scenarios on framework conditions for the development of regions, cities and larger territories. In 
doing so, it shall facilitate the mobilisation of territorial capital and development opportunities, contributing to improving 
European competitiveness, to the widening and deepening of European territorial cooperation and to a sustainable and 
balanced development. 

The Managing Authority responsible for the ESPON 2013 Programme is the Ministry of Sustainable Development and 
Infrastructures, Department for Spatial Planning and Development of Luxembourg. 

More information: www.espon.eu 

Follow ESPON on Twitter  www.twitter.com/espon_programme and LinkedIn  www.linkedin/companies/espon 


