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Overview 

Context 

This ESPON Open Seminar in Nafplion, organised in cooperation with the Hellenic Presidency of the Council 
of the European Union, takes place at the crossroads of two programming periods. While the last projects of 
the 2007-2013 funding period are wrapping up, European regions and cities are actively engaged in 
preparing their new Operational Programmes for the 2014 – 2020 Structural Funds period, and waiting for 
the respective approvals from the European Commission. At the same time, the European Commission is 
working on the 6

th
 Report on Economic, Social and Territorial Cohesion that will offer new insight into 

regions’ progress in these areas and how the EU, national and regional governments have contributed. 

With its Europe 2020 Strategy, the EU pursuits a smart, sustainable and inclusive growth that is creating 
jobs. The economic crisis that started in 2008 still impacts upon several European regions and cities, 
accentuating for instance poverty issues, especially in urban areas. However, new growth opportunities such 
as blue growth, enhanced among others in the context of the macro-regional strategy of the Adriatic-Ionian 
Region, shall enable regions and countries to move forward and surpass both, economic recession and 
jobless growth.  

These open seminars are a key element of the capitalisation strategy of the ESPON 2013 Operational 
Programme, which aims at supporting policy development as well as widening and consolidating the 
ownership of ESPON evidence and knowledge.  

Purpose 

The two priorities of the Hellenic Presidency, namely blue growth and urban poverty, will be examined in the 
context of the current economic crisis with the two-fold purpose of: 

• Allowing policy-makers, practitioners and researchers to share concrete experiences, discuss the use of 
territorial evidence and identify development options relevant to the two themes; 

• Demonstrating the usefulness and capability of the ESPON knowledge base for policy-makers, 
practitioners and researchers alike. 

Storyline 

The first day is fully dedicated to blue growth. It will give ample opportunity to discuss the sustainable growth 
potential in maritime areas and the contribution to achieving the goals of the Europe 2020 strategy. The 
seminar will begin by looking into the maritime dimension in the delivery of the growth and jobs agenda. A 
key note speech on maritime policy will be followed by a panel discussion among policy makers on the topic 
of the session. A subsequent session will be more practice oriented, presenting and discussing concrete 
projects, strategies and policies in the field of maritime policy. The plenary is complemented by parallel 
workshops in which ESPON projects reflect on blue development opportunities related to European seas, 
coasts, islands and the mainland. The workshops will help providing evidence towards the recognition of blue 
growth as a key driver to smart, sustainable and inclusive growth. The first day will close with a plenary 
giving the latest ESPON transnational networking activities an opportunity to exchange on their work. 

The second day accommodates different thematic plenary sessions that aim at stimulating discussion on the 
relevant topics and project results. The day will kick-off with a slot that will link the development of Europe’s 
cities with the economic crisis, paying particular attention to urban poverty. It will give information on the 
territorial dimension of poverty in general and allow relevant ESPON projects to present their final results. 
The second plenary session of the day will allow learning about the territorial diversity of impacts of regional 
resilience to the financial and economic crisis and the visions for Europe in 2050. The last plenary session is 
focused on ESPON Scientific Platform projects and on analytical tools. The seminar will close with an 
informative slot on ESPON 2020. 

Audience 

A warm welcome is extended to all policy makers, practitioners, scientists and experts, who want to know 
more about the ESPON evidence or who are already involved in defining, producing and using the results of 
ESPON. Colleagues from the neighbouring EU countries participating in the EU Strategy for the Adriatic and 
Ionian Region (i.e. Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro and Serbia) are most welcome.  

The seminar is open for all, but has a maximum capacity of 250 participants. It is free of charge but 
participants have to cover expenses for their own travel arrangements and accommodation.  

Seminar report 

ESPON will compile a seminar report that will be published at the ESPON website by September 2014. 



 
 
 

ESPON Open Seminar “Opportunities and threats for territorial cohesion: Blue 
Growth and Urban Poverty”, 4 - 5 June 2014 in Nafplion, Greece  

 

3 
 

Tuesday 3 June 2014 

20:00 Welcome reception at Fougaro Historical Industrial Space  

Wednesday 4 June 2014 

8:30-9:00 Registration of participants  

9:00  Welcome and scene setting  

 Chair of the day: Mathilde Konstantopoulou, ESPON Monitoring Committee Member, 
Greece  

 Welcome statements  

 Giorgos Gianoussis, Ministry for Development & Competitiveness, Greece 

 Ioannis Firbas, Ministry for Development & Competitiveness, Greece 

Aims of the seminar 

 Thiemo Eser, ESPON Managing Authority 

Setting the scene 

 6
th

 Report on Economic, Social and Territorial Cohesion 

 Rocco Bubbico, EC DG Regional and Urban Policy 
 
9:45 Plenary Session 1 – Part 1:  

 The maritime dimension in the delivery of sustainable 
growth, jobs and cohesion  

 The opening plenary session is dedicated to the horizontal thematic of the Hellenic 
Presidency of the Council of the European Union, namely blue growth and the EU 
Maritime Policy. In its Blue Growth Strategy, the European Commission identifies a 
number of dynamic sea-based sectors that promise to quicken the pace of economic 
recovery and help the EU regain lost ground in the race for international competitiveness.  

 The Lead Partner of the ESaTDOR project David Shaw provides an introduction to the 
topic and also guides through this slot. A representative of DG MARE then presents the 
ambitions of the EC’s maritime policy and in particular the Blue Growth Strategy.  

 Facilitator: David Shaw, University of Liverpool  

 Maritime Policy and Blue Growth – Integrated territorial development for Europe’s 
seas and land 

 Christos Theophilou, EC DG Maritime Affairs  

Panel discussion on the contribution of maritime policy and Blue Growth on the 
way out of recession 

 Ioannis Firbas, Ministry for Development & Competitiveness, Greece  

 Gerry Finn, ESPON Monitoring Committee Member, Ireland 

 Maria José Festas, ESPON Monitoring Committee Member, Portugal 

 Lucas Bosser, Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) 

 Christos Theophilou, EC DG Maritime Affairs  

 Rocco Bubbico, EC DG Regional and Urban Policy  

 

11:15  Networking with coffee and tea   
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11:30 Plenary Session 1 – Part 2:  

 The maritime dimension in the delivery of sustainable 
growth, jobs and cohesion  

 The second part of this session will be more practice oriented in the sense that a 
concrete strategy, project, and maritime policy are presented and discussed with the 
plenary. 

 Facilitator: Phaedon Enotiades, ESPON Monitoring Committee Member, Cyprus  

 A Strategy for the Adriatic-Ionian Macro-Region 

 Vassilios Tselios, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, National Contact Point for EUSAIR in 
Greece  

 
 INTERREG IVC SUSTAIN project – Measuring coastal sustainability  

 Alan Pickaver, Coastal & Marine Union (EUCC)   
 
 Maritime spatial planning in Germany  

 Kai Trümpler, German Maritime and Hydrographic Agency   
 

 Plenary discussion 
 
12:45 Lunch 
 
14:00 Parallel Workshop Session:  

 Reflections on “blue” development opportunities related to European 
seas, coasts, islands and the mainland 

 The themes addressed in the plenary session will be discussed in-depth in parallel 
workshops, where relevant ESPON projects will present and highlight territorial evidence 
which can support and further deepen the understanding of the relevant dynamics and 
trends.  

Workshop 1 Workshop 2  Workshop 3 

Smart development 
 

Facilitator: Stella Kyvelou, 
ECP Greece 

CU coordinator: Marjan van 
Herwijnen 

 
Carlos Tapia, GREECO 
Jaczek Zaucha, BSR-TeMo 
Andreu Ulied, ET 2050 

Inclusive development 
 

Facilitator: Peter Schön, ECP 
Germany  

CU coordinator: Gavin Daly 
 
Andrew Copus, TiPSE  
Adrian Healy, ECR2 
Pierre Beckouche, ITAN 
 

Sustainable development 
 

  Facilitator: Estelle Evrard, ECP 
Luxembourg 

  CU coordinator: Peter Billing 
 
  David Shaw, ESaTDOR  
  Klaus Spiekermann, TRACC 
  Lynne McGowan, North Sea   
  STAR 
  

Room: Gallery / Γκαλερί Room: Library/ Βιβλιοθήκη Room: Labs/Εργαστήρια 

  

15:30 Networking with tea and coffee 

16:00 Plenary Session 2:  

Bringing ESPON results closer to decision making – Transnational 
Networking Activities 

This session shall serve as a discussion forum on how the results of ESPON projects 
could be capitalized in a local/regional context. It shall give the opportunity to match 
European analysis with local/regional reality. In addition, it will give a chance for 
discussion on how ESPON evidence can be used to support decision making, also in a 
wider context, bringing ESPON evidence closer to the users, opening the box of ESPON 
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to new groups who have not been in touch with ESPON before. It shall be a session 
which helps the last Transnational Networking Activity of the ESPON 2013 Programme to 
bring “ESPON on the Road”, both in virtual and real terms. This session can thus gather 
experience from potential users which can improve the use of ESPON in the future as 
well. 

 Facilitator: Adam Radvanszki, ECP Germany 

 
17:00 Introduction to Day 2 

 Mathilde Konstantopoulou, ESPON Monitoring Committee Member, Greece 
 
20:00 Seminar Dinner 

 
Thursday 5 June 2014 

  

9:00  Plenary Session 3:  

 The EU Urban Agenda and cities’ role in the creation of growth and 
jobs  

Cities and metropolitan areas have increasingly come to the fore in territorial policy 
development. Besides Europe’s major urban agglomerations secondary cities can play an 
important role in servicing the population of a greater functional region and in contributing 
to sustained growth in that region. This slot therefore aims at addressing different aspects 
of urban development such as urban poverty and social exclusion in cities.  

Facilitator: Michael Parkinson, University of Liverpool, UK  

EU Urban Agenda 

 Christian Svanfeldt, EC DG Regional and Urban Policy  

URBACT – supporting cities for integrated and sustainable urban development 

 Pauline Geoghegan, URBACT expert  
 
Presentation of relevant ESPON project results: 

TiPSE – Territorial dimension of poverty and social exclusion in Europe 

 Sabine Weck, ILS – Research Institute for Regional and Urban Development, 
Dortmund 

 TOWN – Small and medium-sized towns in their functional territorial context 

  Loris Servillo, KU Leuven  

 GROSEE – Growth Poles in South-East Europe 

 Minas Angelidis, National Technical University of Athens  

TANGO – Territorial Approaches for New Governance 

 Paul Cowie, Newcastle University 
 
Panel discussion on the development of cities in the context of the economic crisis 

The panel will include the first two speakers listed above as well as the following policy 
makers from the ESPON Monitoring Committee and stakeholders from ESPON targeted 
analyses projects:  

 Didier Michal, ESPON Monitoring Committee Member, France 

 Hanna-Maria Urjankangas, ESPON Monitoring Committe Member, Finland 

 Radu Necsuliu, Ministry of Regional Development and Public Administration, 
Romania, Lead stakeholder of GROSEE  

 Marek Dinka, City of Bratislava, Partner Stakeholder in POLYCE project 
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11:00 Networking coffee and tea 

11:30 Plenary Session 4: 

 Territorial impact of the financial and economic crisis and visions for 
Europe in 2050  

This session will present the final results of three key ESPON projects, DeTeC, ECR2 
and ET2050. After the presentation of the results there is ample opportunity for 
discussion in the plenary.   

 Facilitator: Daniël de Groot, ESPON Monitoring Committee Member, The Netherlands 

Detecting territorial potentials and challenges 

 Lukas Smas, Nordregio  

Territorial impact of the financial and economic crisis 

 Adrian Healy, University of Cardiff 

Territorial Vision for Europe 2050 

 Andreu Ulied, Mcrit 

Plenary discussion 

 

12:45 Lunch 

 

13:30 Plenary Session 5:  

 The usefulness of the ESPON Scientific Platform for policy makers 

 This slot is dedicated to the presentation and discussion of final results of projects in the 
Scientific Platform, which sum up the key ESPON findings of the 2007-2013 period 
(ESPON ATLAS) and will be key in further developments during the ESPON 2020 
Programme (Database, ETMS, CityBench). 

 Facilitator: Juha Nurmi, ESPON Monitoring Committee Member, Finland  

 ESPON Database: case study interface 

 Claude Grasland, UMS RIATE 

 EU Territorial Monitoring System  

 Oriol Biosca, Mcrit 

 CityBench – ESPON CityBench for benchmarking European urban zones 

 Sandra Di Biaggio, ESPON Coordination Unit 

 ESPON ATLAS on European Territorial Structures 

 Volker Schmidt-Seiwert, Federal Institute for Research on Building, Urban Affairs and 
Spatial Development (BBSR) 

Plenary discussion 

 

15:00 Networking coffee and tea 
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15:30 Plenary session 6: 

 The ESPON 2020 Programme 

 This final slot will provide information on the progress in renewing ESPON and setting up 
the programme for continuing activities related to European territorial evidence during 
2014-2020. 

 Peter Mehlbye, ESPON Coordination Unit and Thiemo Eser, ESPON Managing 
Authority 

 

16:00 Concluding Remarks 

Intentions of Italy, Rossella Rusca, Ministry of Economic Development, Italy  

Farewell by Greece, Mathilde Konstantopoulou, ESPON Monitoring Committee Member, 
Greece 

  

16:30 Visit to Akronafplia  
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More information 

The ESPON 2013 Programme is part-financed by the European Regional Development Fund, the EU Member States 
and the Partner States Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland. 

It shall support policy development in relation to the aim of territorial cohesion and a harmonious development of the 
European territory. ESPON shall support Cohesion Policy development with European wide, comparable information, 
evidence, analyses and scenarios on framework conditions for the development of regions, cities and larger territories. In 
doing so, it shall facilitate the mobilisation of territorial capital and development opportunities, contributing to improving 
European competitiveness, to the widening and deepening of European territorial cooperation and to a sustainable and 
balanced development. 

The Managing Authority responsible for the ESPON 2013 Programme is the Ministry of Sustainable Development and 
Infrastructures, Department for Spatial Planning and Development of Luxembourg. 

More information: www.espon.eu 

Follow ESPON on Twitter  www.twitter.com/espon_programme and LinkedIn  www.linkedin/companies/espon 
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