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The following example illustrates the ESPON Data
Navigator functionalities in practice for the case if there
is the wish to search for complementing datasets. While
having already a European wider data set, one has the
possibility to get a closer look at a single or a number of
selected countries.

A policy maker wants to have a general idea on the
health status in Europe and a more in depth
understanding of the regional health patterns in Spain.

EUROSTAT has two datasets available: “Healthy life
years and life expectance” and “Hospital beds pr. 1000
inhabitants”. Both datasets are at NUTS 0 level and give
a picture of the overall situation in Europe. The ESPON
Data Navigator can be used to search for appropriate
regional datasets for Spain. These datasets should
preferable be below NUTS 2 level to give a better idea of
the territorial pattern of the health status. The following
steps bring us closer to the datasets needed:

• Using the function “Search by theme”, it is possible to
choose “Health and Safety”.

• The search function “Advanced search” makes it
possible to indicate that only data from Spain and
below NUTS 2 is of interest.

• This results with a list of variables, from which the
indicator “Health. Deaths by cause of death” is found
and chosen.

• When clicking on the indicator a pop-up window
appears, giving a deeper explanation of the variables.
Using the link provided in that window, one is led to
the page of the institution, which provides the
datasets. In this case the Spanish National Statistical
Institute.

• After finding the right indicator on the webpage of the
Spanish National Statistical Institute and by choosing
the desired variables, it is possible to download the
data file as excel, PC-Axis or .csv.

The data found can be used to investigate whether a
territorial difference in the cause of death is seen. There
could, for example, be a difference in rural or urban
settings, in richer or poorer provinces, or perhaps a third
pattern will emerge.

Going back to the list under “Search by theme” and
“Health and Safety” it is possible to see whether other
countries have similar indicators, if one wants to be able
to compare Spain with other countries. In this case data
from France is found as well (see figure 5).
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More and more unforeseen political developments can be witnessed within the European Union and outside
that require immediate action. Hence, there is a strong need to act fast in providing data and advice on
specific matters and their territorial consequences. This data allowing for territorial analysis is necessary for
policy as well as strategy and planning formulation.

The ESPON Data Navigator aims to support the search for data by providing a “source book” of territorial
data. Scientists, policy makers at European, national, regional or local level, practitioners and the general
public can use it in their search to find relevant data. The Data Navigator provides a comprehensive overview
of various sources of territorial data across Europe and its neighbouring countries. It provides direct links and
access to these sources enabling users to easily check the availability and location of existing regional
statistical data sources on different regional levels, main national statistical series, databases from National
Statistical Offices and geographic datasets.

The ESPON Data Navigator tool is especially useful in situations where one wants to search for alternative
datasets, for dataset to benchmark regions or for data to complete datasets.
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Users have the opportunity to search within the Data
Navigator for data sources by country, theme and
territorial scale, or a combination of the three.

• Regional statistical data sources can be found for 28
EU Member States plus Iceland, Liechtenstein,
Norway and Switzerland. It is also possible to find data
sources for other countries such as Albania, Belarus,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo under UNSCR
1244/99, Montenegro, Serbia, the Former Yugoslav
Republic Of Macedonia, Turkey and Ukraine.

• Data sources have been classified according to the
themes identified in the ESPON Database: Economy,
finance and trade, population and living conditions,
labour market, education, health and safety,
information society, agriculture and fisheries, transport
and accessibility, environment and energy, science
and technology, governance and territorial structure.

• The ESPON Data Navigator is focused on data at
NUTS 2 and NUTS 3 territorial scale, according to the
classification of Eurostat. In particular cases, data
related to other territorial scales have been
incorporated as well (NUTS 0, NUTS 1, LAU 1 or LAU
2).

For each indicator, metadata information is presented in
the ‘Data report’ window. The metadata covers, among
others, the original name of the indicator, country,
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Figure 1 Screenshot Data Navigator

The ESPON Data Navigator is complementary to the
ESPON Database because it is providing an overview
and access to data sources of National Statistic
Institutes, whereas the ESPON Database provides data
itself. While other ESPON tools have a focus on targeting
policy makers, the ESPON Data Navigator has also a
strong focus on scientists. More detailed guidance on

the various functionalities of the ESPON Data Navigator
as well as additional practical examples can be found in
the Data Navigator Handbook as well as the Data
Navigator video available on the ESPON web page of the
tool.

The Data Navigator is available at: http://datanavigator.espon.eu
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Future developments and integration of the Data Navigator in the ESPON toolbox

How to use the Data Navigator

Practical examples on the use of the Data Navigator

Figure 5 Example Result

Variables found for the example of searching for complementing datasets
European data source

Coverage Indicator Scale Year
Europe Healthy Life Years (Eurostat) NUTS 0 2004 onwards
Europe Hospital beds per 100 000 inhabitants (Eurostat) NUTS 0 2010

National data source – found via the Data Navigator
Coverage Indicator Scale Year
Spain Health. Deaths by cause of death NUTS 3 2011
France Causes of death NUTS 3 2009
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European data providers such as EUROSTAT or the
ESPON Database are valuable when aiming at
composing harmonised European wide datasets and
maps. However, these databases are not always able to
deliver what one is looking for. In those cases the Data
Navigator tool can become useful. Especially in the
situations where one either wants to find complementing
datasets, benchmark regions or fill gaps in a European
wide dataset for a few countries or regions at a time.

1. Search for datasets
The situation can occur where data at a European
scale exist, but one wants more detailed information
in order to make a better interpretation and
understanding of the situation in a specific country
or region. In that case the ESPON Data Navigator is a
strong tool for finding and accessing alternative data
sources. This can be the case for indicators, which
are not provided in a European wide dataset, but
also for indicators at a lower level than what is
available European wide. The use of additional data
for a selection of countries will enable an analysis of
some local patterns in relation to an overall European
or regional trend.

2. Benchmark regions
If one is interested in benchmarking a region or city
against other comparable regions or cities, the
ESPON Data Navigator provides a platform to search
identical indicators for a few entities at a time. For
example searching for data below NUTS 2, or for

more rare indicators, which are not found in a
European wide dataset.

3.  Complete datasets
The ESPON Data Navigator might be used to
complement European wide data sets and include
data of neighbouring European countries, which are
not always covered. Also if a dataset is incomplete
for some countries or regions, the ESPON Data
Navigator can be used to search for complementary
data that is available elsewhere. Please note however
that composing a full dataset with the ESPON Data
Navigator will not be an easy task, as indicators
across countries might not be identical or available.

It has to be noted that when using the ESPON Data
Navigator for completing datasets or benchmarking
regions, possible differences can be found in the
datasets, especially with regard to the definition, year
and territorial scale.

For more information watch the Data 
Navigator video.  You can find it on the Tools‘ 

Website or the ESPON Youtube channel.
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theme, year, territorial scale, unit, source, contact
details, description, periodicity, access conditions,
costs, copyright website, as well as the link to the data
set itself. An advanced search option (figure 2) is

offered to combine the three search variables (country,
theme and territorial scale) and facilitate the process of
exploring data source availability across different
countries at the same time.

The Data Navigator also provides the possibility to
search for contacts and access links to 41 National
Statistic Offices and 41 Geographic Institutes. In
addition, there is the possibility to access national
geographic datasets of administrative boundaries in

each country, if available. Furthermore, some links to
databases of international and European data providers
as well as to relevant grid datasets are included in the
tool, for example the CORINE Land Cover 2000 Raster
or Vegetation and Land Cover Grid.
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After selecting the link to the data itself, there are two
possible ways the Data Navigator can present the data.
The way used depends on the data provider, i.e. the
statistical institute, and can be the following:

i. The first one directly provides the selected datasets
to the user via the direct link in the ‘Data report’
window. For Austria, for example, users reach the
datasets of the National Statistical Institutes or other
data provider directly via the links provided (see

figure 3).

ii. The second one directs the user to another data
provider from where the user needs to further specify
his search. This is done when a large number of
sub-indicators are available. For the Netherland, for
example, users are directed to another query table of
the “Statline” where they can go deeper into the
database, searching by topic, regions and periods of
time (see figure 4).

Figure 2 Advanced Search Option

Figure 3 Austria data provider web page

Figure 4 Netherlands “Statline” data provider web page

How the Data Navigator supports policymakers and policy implementation


