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Main objective: Awareness-raising about new territorial 
challenges, search of appropriate policy responses and 
revisiting issues related to the debate 
cohesion/competitiveness
Tool: Showing various possibilities for the long-term 
evolution (2030) of the European territory
Approach: Two series of scenarios:
1.Large number of thematic, exploratory  scenarios related 
to driving forces taken separately
2.Small number of integrative territorial scenarios around 
the policy orientations of cohesion and competitiveness
Method: Combination of qualitative/speculative and 
quantitative foresight investigations





European borders open to immigration
Growing socio-cultural tensions and insufficient 
integration policies
More investments in motorways
Rural evolution in a context of open markets 
and reduced CAP support
Climate change: repairing instead of preventing
Europe after oil peaking
Europe as a market place: EU widening (40 EU 
member countries)























Market forces and the general evolution of the 
European society have important impacts, 
compared to those of public policies

Pro-active policies are not in a position to eliminate 
territorial disparities because inertia and market 
forces are strong and resources are limited



The European territory will be confronted in the coming 
decades with a number of new challenges, 
independently  from policy options adopted:
- Population ageing and socio-cultural integration
- New energy paradigm
- Climate change
- Accelerating globalisation
- European geopolitical environment

New, rather ambitious and future-oriented policies have to 
be

developed



A desirable territorial perspective is a real choice of 
society to which a variety of public, sectoral policies 
also have to contribute (education, innovation, 
transport, CAP etc.)
National, regional and local policies are very important 
for reaching territorial development goals
Policies have to ensure that short-term benefits do not 
generate long-term drawbacks
The search of equity should not inhibit and offset real 
development opportunities, but fostering development 
potentials should not lead to rising inequalities




