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ESPON 2013 Programme/ Newsletter No 25

24 April 2012

2002-2012 A Decade of Territorial Evidence

ESPON 2013 Programme/ Newsletter No 25, 24 April 2012. Welcome to the ESPON Newsletter. 
It offers information on the latest developments of the ESPON Programme.

Message from the ESPON Coordination Unit
ESPON towards 2020 

While intense talks are ongoing at EU level between the EU Institutions and the Member States about the new Cohesion Policy, the preparation of a Operational Programme for ESPON post 2013 has started in a Joint Working Group open for all current EU member countries plus Croatia, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland.  
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Other national and regional authorities managing programmes under Structural Funds have started similar processes of preparation. The draft Legal Framework for the period 2014-2020 includes the request of a stronger territorial sensibility in the strategy and priority axes proposed and identify 11 thematic objectives that can be pursued with community support. A staff working document, including elements of a Community Strategic Framework,  speaks about territorial investment and the territorial challenges of smart, sustainable and inclusive growth. 

In these programming processes, ESPON evidence, knowledge and tools can offer useful support related to the majority of thematic objectives in play. A new project on “Territorial Evidence Packs” will deliver factsheets this autumn for 52 Cross-border and 13 Transnational Co-operation Areas. Programme secretariats will be able to consider the performance of their territory in the European context.  They can use it for seeing development opportunities and challenges in relation to other parts of Europe. In programme areas including several regions, they will also be able to consider where projects on particular themes will be most necessary and provide the highest contribution to the EU 2020 Strategy. 

Taking up the theme of “European Territorial Evidence for EU Cohesion Policy and Programming”, the ESPON Open Seminar in Aalborg, Denmark on 13-14 June 2012 will address this policy and programming context with the aim of supporting integrated and evidence-based approaches with a territorial dimension. The seminar is organised in cooperation with the Danish Presidency of the European Union, and a special feature of the first day are the experiences and useful lessons from different types of innovative and creative regions. 

The possibility to register has been available for two weeks on www.espon.eu. I encourage you to consult the Open Seminar Programme and register as soon as possible.
Moreover, ESPON has just opened the final Calls for Proposals which include 5 projects. Scientists and experts representing universities, research institutes, public bodies, private companies from the 31 European countries participating in ESPON are warmly invited to apply for the Calls and become involved in new ESPON projects. An Info Day related to the calls will take place on 10 May 2012 in Brussels. More information on this event can also be found on the ESPON website.
Look forward to meeting you at one of our upcoming events.
Peter Mehlbye, Director ESPON Coordination Unit
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Shaping the Future of ESPON: Joint Working Group holds its first meeting 

During the Hungarian Presidency of the EU, on 19 May 2011 Ministers for Spatial Planning and Territorial Development recognized the ability of ESPON to create useful pan-European territorial knowledge, and encouraged the continuation of ESPON post-2013. The Polish Presidency of the EU made the next step in the process of defining the demand for ESPON post 2013. 
Building further upon this policy framework, Luxembourg has formalised the process by establishing a Joint Working Group (JWG) on ESPON post 2013, inviting all countries participating in ESPON 2013 as well as Croatia as upcoming EU Member State, to join the preparation of the Operational Programme for ESPON post 2013. 
Before the first meeting of the JWG, 24 countries had confirmed their participation in the work. The JWG, chaired by Denmark for the first semester 2012, met for the first time on 19 April in Brussels at the Luxembourg Permanent Representation to the EU. At the meeting, countries` representatives along with the European Commission DG REGIO, the ESPON 2013 Managing Authority and Coordination Unit started the organising the process that will be concentrating on step-by-step drafting the Operational Programme and supporting documents. The next ESPON JWG Meeting will take place on 12 June 2012 during the ESPON week under the Danish EU Presidency.

ESPON Calls for Proposals (18/04/2012 – 13/06/2012): Targeted Analysis, Scientific Platform/Tools Projects and Transnational Networking Activities
[image: image4.jpg]


On 18 April 2012 the ESPON Programme has opened new Calls for Proposals. Scientists and experts representing universities, research institutes, public bodies, private companies from 31 European countries are invited to become involved in new ESPON projects. The available budget for the Calls amounts to € 1.988.000,00.

Final ESPON Calls for Proposals include new and innovative projects and tools that are expected (1) to support regions and cities to enhance their understanding of the larger territorial context, (2) contribute with solid evidence and methodologies to the European policy development process, (3) and support the capitalisation of ESPON results.

Projects approved through the Calls will address the following themes and priorities of the ESPON 2013 Programme:

· “North Sea - Spreading Transnational Results”(Targeted Analysis, Priority 2)

· “European Territorial Monitoring System” (Scientific Platform, Priority 3)

· “Detecting Territorial Potential and Challenges” (Scientific Platform, Priority 3)

· “European Urban Benchmarking Web Tool” (Scientific Platform, Priority 3)

· “Transnational Networking Activities” by the ESPON Contact Points, (Priority 4)

The application deadline is 13 June 2012. All documentation related to the Calls, including the procedure for applying is available at the ESPON Website, www.espon.eu.
ESPON Events

1) Info Day on New Calls and Partner Café on 10 May 2012 

Still time to register and attend the Info Day, which is an opportunity to get information on the new Calls and to meet potential project partners. Deadline for registration is 26 April 2012 at 15h00. Reserve your place now! Find out more: Programme | Online registration
2) Workshop "Territorial Impact Assessment", Brussels 6 June 2012
Scientific and policymaking community representatives are invited to attend the ESPON Workshop “Territorial Impact Assessment” which aims at offering further insight on the usefulness of TIA in their day-to-day work and networks. The workshop is organised in cooperation with the ESPON projects ARTS and EATIA and will take place on 6 June 2012 at the European Commission, DG REGIO in Brussels. The registration will close on 21 May 2012 at 15h00. More: Draft Programme | Online registration form
2) Open Seminar in Denmark, Aalborg, 13 and 14 June 2012

ESPON invites for a two days Open Seminar on “European Territorial Evidence for EU Cohesion Policy and Programming”. The Seminar is organised in cooperation with the Danish Presidency of the European Union. This event will take into account the policy process negotiating for the future Structural Funds and corresponding programmes as outlined in the Community Strategic Framework. 

The purpose of this Seminar is two-fold:

· Allow policy makers and practitioners to share concrete experience, discuss the use of territorial evidence and to approach new options for developing Creative Regions of Innovation and Knowledge.

· Address the use of territorial evidence in relation to the thematic objectives of the Community Strategic Framework opting at growth and jobs, and the ESPON tools that can support a territorial dimension in the programming within future EU Cohesion Policy.

Meet with us on 13 and 14 of June 2012 in Aalborg - Denmark and discuss the support that the territorial evidence delivered by ESPON can provide to the future programming period 2014-2020. Registration is now open. More details, preliminary programme and registration at the ESPON Website
3) Overview of ESPON Events in 2012

(Follow the ESPON website for the final dates and details):

· Financial Managers Seminar Date: 3 May 2013, Bern, Switzerland
· Workshop “Territorial Impact Assessment” Date: 6 June 2012 , Brussels
· Monitoring Committee Meeting Location: Aalborg, DK. Date: 11-12 June 2012
· ESPON post 2013 Joint Working Group Location: Aalborg, DK. Date: 12 June 2012

· Open Seminar Location: Aalborg, DK. Date: 13-14 June 2012

· Contact Point Network Meeting Location: Aalborg, DK. Date: 15 June 2012

· Monitoring Committee Meeting Location: Brussels. Date: Autumn
· Workshop “Innovation and Knowledge” Location: Brussels. Date: Autumn
· ESPON at the Open Days Location: Brussels. Date: 8-11 October 2012

· GoA Meeting Date: 12-13 November 2012

· Financial Managers Seminar Date: Autumn

· Monitoring Committee Meeting Location: Pafos, Cyprus. Date: 3-4 December 2012

· Internal Seminar Location: Pafos, Cyprus. Date: 5-6 December 2012

· Contact Point Network Meeting Location: Pafos, Cyprus. Date: 7 December 2012

New Reports from Projects

· ATTREG delivered its Draft Final Report

The Draft Final Report of ATTREG - Attractiveness of European Regions and Cities for Residents and Visitors - is now online at the ESPON Website with maps and case studies. More
· SMART-IST, Smart Institutions for Territorial Development

This Targeted Analysis aims at identifying institutional factors explaining the efficiency of public institutions in designing and implementing successful territorial development strategies in the framework of the EU Cohesion Policy. The attempt is to identify successful methods and governance experiences that can function as examples for other regions in Europe. SMART-IST will mainly cover selected territories in France (Alsace, Rhone Alpes and Aquitaine) and Italy (Sicily, Campania, Calabria, Puglia and Tuscany) along with two additional case studies. The Inception Report is now online at the ESPON Website.
· SEMIGRA (Selective Migration and Unbalanced Sex Ratio in Rural Regions) has delivered its Interim Report
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According to the Report, a number of factors related to education, labour market, economic situation, but also culture and gender roles influence age and sex selective migration processes. More or less pronounced differences in the spatial pattern of regional sex ratio imbalances in the analysed age-groups can be observed.

In the case studies (Saxony-Anhalt/DE, Västernorrland/SE, Kainuu/FI, Észak Alföld and  Észak-Magyarország/HU) labour market conditions and the internal and external perception of the regions (image) seem to be an important field for policy advice. Here the research team suggests some targeted measures such as e.g.: (1) Campaigns targeting in particular young women; (2) Fostering female entrepreneurship; (3) Making best use of the possibilities offered by the internet; (4) Improvements of the social infrastructure for women and young families. 
More reading at the ESPON Website.

· ESPON Database 2013 Phase II /Multi Dimensional Database Design and Development (M4D)

Taking as starting point the achievements of the “ESPON Database 2013 (Phase I)”, this project shall maintain, update, develop and further expand the ESPON 2013 Database. The research team has delivered the Inception Report which presents a more detailed overview of the methodology, activities, tasks and deliveries. Read the Inception Report at the ESPON Website.

· INTERCO delivers 32 Top Indicators to Measure Territorial Cohesion

The INTERCO research team has built sets of indicators for six policy-oriented territorial objectives. These 32 top-indicators present a European-wide picture of a territorial cohesion. Each indicator is presented in a standardised manner showing basic information along with an indicator description, diagrams illustrating the minimum, mean and maximum values per country, regional disparities and developments over the years available as well as a map. Each indicator presentation concludes with a short summary highlighting the main findings and focusing on the indicator developments. Find out more at the INTERCO Draft Final Report.
· ET2050 - Territorial Scenarios and Visions for Europe
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The research team has delivered the Inception Report which presents a more detailed overview on the research approach to be applied, the methodology and hypothesis for further investigation. 

An interesting website (www.et2050.eu) has been developed as central communication platform of ET2050. Read the Inception Report at the ESPON Website.

· “Spatial indicators for a Europe 2020 Strategy Territorial Analysis (SIESTA)”: the Inception Report is now available

The aim of this Applied Research Project is to provide evidence on the territorial dimension of the EU2020 Strategy by identifying opportunities for different types of regions in relation to the targets and flagship initiatives set out in the Strategy. The Report includes a general overview of the indicators and data availability related to the EU2020 Strategy by taking into consideration various sources and ESPON projects. It presents a detailed description of the next steps towards the Draft Final Report, providing information on the activities ahead and what is already done. The report was prepared under the lead of the University of Santiago de Compostela, Spain. The research team shall deliver the Draft Final Report by August 2012. Read the report at the ESPON Website.
Use of ESPON

1) Book “Competitiveness in sustainability: the territorial dimension in the implementation of Lisbon/Gothenburg processes in Italian regions and provinces”
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This book, edited by Maria Prezioso (Italian ESPON Contact Point), provides analysis, recommendations, data, indicators and a methodological key-tool to support researchers, stakeholders, practitioners and policy-makers to make territorial cohesive choices able to face Europe 2020 challenges according, among others, to the results of trans-national research projects promoted by ESPON. 
More information: maria.prezioso@uniroma2.it
2) “Position and Future of Hungary in Europe – ESPON Results from Hungarian Point of View”
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At the request of the Hungarian Ministry of Interior, VÁTI prepared a publication presenting ESPON results from a Hungarian perspective. The publication provides practice-oriented, tangible results to sectoral and territorial policy makers and planners working on national and different territorial levels, as well as local stakeholders.

Among the main topics covered by the study there are the following: globalization, transnational territorial cooperation, demography, accessibility, climate change, energy, cities, rural areas. A summary in English is also available. Online edition
3) Report on Cohesion policy in specific territories – islands, mountains, sparsely populated Recent study acknowledges various ESPON reports to analyze the extent to which Cohesion Policy interventions for the 2000-2006 and 2007-2013 periods have been appropriate and effective in special types of territories. More information, Final report
ESPON in your country
· TIGER Seminar “The EU and the Regionalization of the World”, Brussels 2 May 2012

The Applied Research Project TIGER - Territorial Impact of Globalization for Europe and its Regions - organises a seminar in Brussels on 2 May 2012. Experts from several disciplines and institutional actors will present the role of the EU in the regionalization of the world from different perspectives. More details: Draft programme | Contact: Yann.Richard@univ-paris1.fr, gvhamme@ulb.ac.be
· SCALES Seminar “Future Spatial Challenges for Switzerland and Europe: Transnational seminar on Accessibility, Innovation & Economy”, Bern - Switzerland, 4 May 2012

The Swiss ESPON Contact Point, Federal Office for Spatial Development (ARE) and the Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO) invite to an open seminar taking place on 4 May 2012 in Bern, Switzerland. This event is part of the ESPON Priority 4 project SCALES and focuses on Accessibility, Economy and Innovation, exploring interdependencies and implications for spatial development. Presentations will include findings from ESPON as well as from national and regional research. This leads to new and useful insights into current territorial dynamics in and around Switzerland as well as Europe in general. 

Registration deadline: 30 April 2012. Languages: German and English, a simultaneous translation will be provided. 
More details, programme and registration can be found on www.espon.ch 
Call for Tenders
ESPON External Expertise Support
The main purpose of this Tender is to contract editorial services for the development and elaboration of a range of publications and deliveries varying from policy oriented and scientific publications to easy accessible policy briefs and fact sheets with a more journalistic touch. Deadline for requesting the documentation is 28 May 2012. More
News from URBACT
2012 URBACT Annual Conference: Lessons in integrated and sustainable urban development, 3-4 December 2012, Copenhagen. More info: http://urbact.eu/en/header-main/news-and-events/view-one/urbact-events/?entryId=4895
Sign-up and communicate

If you find the ESPON Newsletter interesting and useful, please tell others to sign-up by subscribing online at the ESPON Website, link: http://www.espon.eu/main/Menu_Press/Menu_Subscribe/contactform.html
More information

The ESPON 2013 Programme is part-financed by the European Regional Development Fund, the EU Member States and the Partner States Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland.

It shall support policy development in relation to the aim of territorial cohesion and a harmonious development of the European territory. ESPON shall support Cohesion Policy development with European wide, comparable information, evidence, analyses and scenarios on framework conditions for the development of regions, cities and larger territories. In doing so, it shall facilitate the mobilisation of territorial capital and development opportunities, contributing to improving European competitiveness, to the widening and deepening of European territorial cooperation and to a sustainable and balanced development. 

The Managing Authority responsible for the ESPON 2013 Programme is the Ministry of Sustainable Development and Infrastructures, Department for Spatial Planning and Development of Luxembourg. More information: www.espon.eu
Follow ESPON on Twitter, Linkedin, RSS feed
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