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ESPON Evidence for Structural Funds Programmes to be carried out in the 2014-2020 period. Factsheets for Cross-border and Transnational Co-operation Areas are now available.
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The project ESPON TerrEvi – Territorial Evidence Packs for Structural Funds Programmes - focuses on producing evidence for Structural Funds programmes with the aim to support the development of the programmes to be carried out in the 2014-2020 period.
One milestone of this work consists in presenting selected ESPON research pieces in easy-to-understand factsheets for all territorial cooperation programme areas. The aim is to provide the reader with preliminary insight on types of territorial evidence ESPON holds at hand with regard to the possible investment priorities of future programmes.

Each of the 66 factsheets is structured in three main parts: 1) The first part presents a selection of indicators that help comparing the situation of the programme area with the European average, the average for all programme areas as well as the situation in the countries involved; 2) the second part briefly presents the territorial factors of interest for the programme area; 3) the final part offers guidance on the further use of ESPON results and tools.

Access the TerrEvi Factsheets at the ESPON Website:
http://www.espon.eu/main/Menu_Projects/Menu_ScientificPlatform/TerrEvi/terrevi_factsheets121128.html
ESPON Events
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Internal Seminar “Territorial Development Opportunities in Europe and its Neighbourhood Fostering Global Competitiveness”

Paphos - Cyprus, 5 and 6 December 2012. ESPON’s contribution to the formulation of adequate policy strategies to enhance Europe’s competitiveness in the global context is in focus at the Internal Seminar on 5 and 6 December 2012 “Territorial Development Opportunities in Europe and its Neighbourhood Fostering Global Competitiveness”, organised in cooperation with the Cyprus Presidency of the Council of the European Union (http://www.cy2012.eu/en/page/home).

Phaedon Enotiades, from the Cyprus Ministry of the Interior, welcomed the topic of the event and said: cooperation between the EU Member States and their neighbours is an opportunity for development from a global perspective. A “functional region of Europe”, which goes beyond the EU borders, is becoming increasingly important in terms of flows of goods and people but also in transnational cooperation.
At the event stimulating content, networking and inspiring talks from relevant speakers will ensure all attendees have an insight into the ESPON knowledge for better understanding the role, position and influence of European regions, cities and its neighbourhood in the global economy. Peter Mehlbye, Director of the ESPON Coordination Unit, said: The ESPON Internal Seminar in Cyprus, which takes place in the year of the tenth anniversary of ESPON, is a good opportunity to create a dialogue between policy makers, practitioners and researchers on new territorial development opportunities and strategic options for cooperation with the European Neighbourhood that could promote Europe’s competitiveness and territorial integration in the long perspective. 

Keynote speakers from EU neighbourhood and ESPON projects will share their points of view on how to foster regions’ and cities’ competitiveness by making better use of territorial diversity in Europe and its neighbourhood. Researchers and experts will present new evidence in a series of workshops organised around thematic priorities (accessibility, transport, territorial factors for global competitiveness and growth, territorial cooperation at different scales, urban fabric, demographic change, core-periphery challenges). The Seminar will moreover offer insights on the tools, indicators and data made available by ESPON. 
Furthermore, ESPON will produce a report which aims at disseminating the main outcomes of the event. The report shall be published early 2013. 

Read the Press release at the ESPON Website (http://www.espon.eu/main/Menu_Press/Menu_PressReleases/201209.html).

Further details and contact: 

· The ESPON Internal Seminars bring together for dialogue Monitoring Committee, Contact Points and Project Groups on actions under the priorities 1, 2, 3 and 4. The stakeholders participating in Targeted Analysis projects are a fourth group that is integrated in these events. The Internal Seminars shall contribute to ensuring the internal consistency and synergy related to the content of projects within the different programme priorities. Contact: info@espon.eu 
Overview of ESPON activities in 2013
Expected key events of the year and publications (follow the ESPON website for the final dates):

· Financial Managers Seminar Location: Greece, Date: February 2013

· Joint Working Group on ESPON post 2013 Meeting Location: Luxembourg, Date: 19 March 2013
· ESPON Monitoring Committee Meeting Location: Luxembourg, Date: 20 March 2013

· Scientific Seminar Location: Luxembourg, Date: March/April 2013

· ESPON Conference Synthesis Report 2 and 2020 Atlas Location: Brussels, Date: April 2013

· Workshop on Gateway Cities Location: Brussels, Date: May 2013

· Joint Working Group on ESPON post 2013 Meeting Location: Dublin, Date: 10 June 2013

· ESPON Monitoring Committee Meeting Location: Dublin, Date: 11 and 12 June 2013

· ESPON Contact Point Network Meeting Location: Dublin. Date: 12 June 2013

· Open Seminar Location: Dublin. Date: 12-13 June 2013
· Financial Managers Seminar Date: July 2013

· ESPON Day Location: Brussels. Date: September 2013

· Joint Working Group on ESPON post 2013 Meeting Location: Brussels, Date: September 2013
· ESPON Monitoring Committee Meeting Location: Brussels, Date: September 2013

· ESPON at the Open Days Location: Brussels. Date: October 2013

· Workshop Stakeholders Location: Brussels, Date: 15 October 2013
· Group of Auditors Location: Paris, Date: November 2013

· ESPON Monitoring Committee Meeting Location: Lithuania, Date: December 2013

· Joint Working Group on ESPON post 2013 Meeting Location: Lithuania, Date: December 2013

· ESPON Contact Point Network Meeting Location: Lithuania. Date: December 2013

· Internal Seminar Location: Lithuania. Date: December 2013

· Publications 
1. Policy Brief 1 “Territorial Cooperation”, December 2012; 
2. Report from the Seminar in Cyprus “Territorial Development Opportunities in Europe and its Neighbourhood Fostering Global Competitiveness”, January 2013; 
3. TIA Report, January 2013: 
4. Policy Brief 2 “Territory and EU 2020”, January 2013;  
5. Territorial Observation N.7 “Hazards/ Climate”, January 2013; 
6. ESPON Projects Overview, February 2013; 
7. Atlas 2020, March 2013; 
8. Policy Brief 3 “Specific Territories”, March 2013; 
9. Synthesis Report II, March 2013; 
10. Territorial Observation N.8 “Gateways”, April 2013; 
11. Policy Brief 4 “Secondary Growth Poles”, May 2013; 
12. Territorial Evidence Packs (10 SF programmes), May 2013; 
13. Territorial Observation N.9 “Targeted Analyses”, July 2013; 
14. Policy Brief 5 “Services General Interest”, July 2013; 
15. Policy Brief 6, September 2013; 
16. Scientific Report II, September 2013; 
17. Policy Brief 7, November 2013;

18. Territorial Observation 10 “Territorial Monitoring: Facts and figures”, November 2013;

New projects
During November ESPON kicked-off five new projects: one targeted analysis (North Sea STAR / North Sea – Spreading Transnational Results), three scientific projects (Detecting Territorial Potentials and Challenges, European Territorial Monitoring System, European Urban Benchmarking Webtool) and one transnational networking activity by the ESPON Contact Points (USESPON).
New Reports
1) Territorial Impact Assessment - A tool may help stakeholders to better anticipate and understand the territorial impacts of policy proposals. The Final Report of EATIA (ESPON and Territorial Impact Assessment) is now online

ESPON has been at the forefront of work on the Territorial Impact Assessment. Beginning with the 2006 Programme, ESPON carried out TIA studies of various EU sector policies; in the 2013 Programme, it built on this learning with the project TIPTAP - Territorial Impact Package for Transport and Agricultural Policies project and with the ARTS project - Assessment of Regional and Territorial Sensitivity - a quick and effective tool has been produced. 

With EATIA, which is the most recent ESPON project in this area, rather than considering a EU wide top-down quantitative modelling approach based on NUTS statistical regions, the possibility to use a bottom-up approach was examined which would allow regional / local stakeholders to input into a TIA procedure that would be managed nationally. This procedure would allow member states to better anticipate the impacts of EU policy proposals and formulate national positions and transposition strategies that can better ensure the minimisation of negative territorial impacts and the enhancement of positive outcomes.

At the heart of the EATIA Final Report is a TIA guidance document (section C), which outlines and explains the TIA framework / methodology that was developed. The full report with its annexes can be found at the ESPON Website: http://www.espon.eu/main/Menu_Projects/Menu_TargetedAnalyses/EATIA.html.
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2) Territorial Indicators: 32 Top Indicators for 6 Territorial Cohesion Priorities. The Final Report of INTERCO is now online at the ESPON Website
INTERCO- Indicators of Territorial Cohesion- delivers valuable input for policy makers and scientist interested in indicators for territorial cohesion. The analytical framework developed by the research team proved to be applicable and successful in revealing the existing spatial disparities and territorial cohesion trends in Europe and can be used by policy makers at different levels. 

According to the Final Report, the main results show that:

· At level of the Territorial objectives, convergence trends over the past decade were strongest for the objective of “Strong local economies ensuring global competitiveness”; however, disparities are still medium and high. 

· Indicators for measuring “innovative territories” perform heterogeneously, with tertiary education showing convergence trend, while for employment disparities even increased. 

· Indicators under the objective “Fair access to services, markets and job” still show the highest existing disparities over all indicators; insofar there is no fair access to markets for all people in Europe. Only accessibility potential by road and air indicator slight trends towards cohesion, while for the accessibility potential by rail in contrary existing gaps seem to become permanent. 

· Indicators on “Inclusion and quality of life” yield the smallest existing disparities, but these small differences are stable over time; there has only be little development over the last years, except for the proportion of early school leavers and the disposable household income, where one could observe clear trends towards cohesion. 

· Existing disparities for all indicators under the last two objectives, i.e. “Attractive regions of high ecological values and strong territorial capital” and “Integrated polycentric territorial development” are significant (medium, high and very high).

Policy makers can also find more specific information on each of the indicators in the fact sheets. The full report with its annexes can be found at the ESPON Website: http://www.espon.eu/main/Menu_Projects/Menu_ScientificPlatform/interco.html
3) Innovation: the Final Report of KIT - Knowledge, Innovation, Territory - is now online
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According to the Final Report, the main results of the project show:

- The inappropriateness of a “one-size-fits-all” innovation policy The general aim of increasing European competitiveness through knowledge and innovation is a strategic and rightly formulated goal. However, the vast analysis developed in this project has highlighted under many respects the inappropriateness of the “one-size-fits-all” policy.

- Thematically/regionally focused innovation policies The pathways towards innovation and modernization are differentiated among regions according to local specificities. In fact, territorial innovation patterns exist, that differ one another in terms of the different modes of combining knowledge and innovation, due to different territorial (context) conditions that support the creation / diffusion of knowledge and innovation. In front of this, a single overall strategy is likely to be unfit to provide the right stimuli and incentives in the different contexts; it is instead on these different territorial innovation patterns that ad-hoc, thematically/regionally focused innovation policies have to be designed.

The full report with its annexes can be found at the ESPON Website http://www.espon.eu/main/Menu_Projects/Menu_AppliedResearch/kit.html
4) Transnational Perspectives: Unpacking the territorial development issues around the Baltic Sea, the Draft Final Report of NORBA is now available
The experience from the priority 4 project NORBA - Nordic-Baltic dialogues on Transnational Perspectives in Spatial Planning, has shown that the interest in ESPON’s research on territorial development is high in the Nordic-Baltic region. The NORBA project through its activities contributed to raise awareness and interest in ESPON of policy makers, practitioners, scientists, young academics and students in the macro – regional area covered by the project. Conferences and seminars, with and for different partners and actors, have been forums of mutual learning and have provided stakeholders with opportunities to express their ideas and needs. 
The Project Team of NORBA includes six ESPON Contact Points: Finland (Lead Partner), Estonia, Iceland, Latvia, Norway and Sweden. Read the report at the ESPON Website http://www.espon.eu/main/Menu_Projects/Menu_TransnationalNetworkingActivities/norba.html
5) Scenarios: A wide European Dialogue on Scenarios and Visions for Europe. New Report of ET2050

The future of Europe keeps the EU agenda busy. Hence the ESPON project ET2050- Territorial Scenarios and Visions for Europe, which aims at supporting policy makers in formulating a long-term integrated and coherent vision for the smart, sustainable and inclusive development of the EU territory, seems to be just in time to contribute to the debates on the future of Europe.

The Interim Report presents preliminary results and includes 21 annexes (Participatory Activities, Sectorial Reports, Territorial Reports, European Policy Trends Report, Review of Baseline and the Scenarios Report, Review of Exploratory Scenario Report). Read the report at the ESPON Website http://www.espon.eu/main/Menu_Projects/Menu_AppliedResearch/ET2050.html
6) Landscape: Inception Report of LP3LP - Landscape Policy for the 3 Countries Park 
The report presents a more detailed overview of the analytical approach to be applied by the project. Read the report at the ESPON Website
http://www.espon.eu/main/Menu_Projects/Menu_TargetedAnalyses/LP3LP.html
Calls for Tenders
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Two Calls for Tenders are open: ESPON Corporate Identity and Lay-out II (2011-2014) and ESPON Printing II (2012-2014).

The main purpose of the call for tender Corporate Identity and Lay-out II is to conclude a service contract for ensuring appropriate and high-quality layout of ESPON publications and products.

The main purpose of the call for tender Printing II is to conclude a service contract for printing / finishing a wide range of publications and collaterals materials, as well as delivering those materials to several destinations in Europe.

Specifications and additional documents can be obtained free of charge by sending a request via email to tenders@espon.eu. Deadline for requesting the documentation is 14/01/2013. More reading:

http://www.espon.eu/main/Menu_Calls/Menu_Procurements/Menu_OpenProcurements/index.html
The ESPON Coordination Unit will move to new premises on 4-5 December 2012 
The moving takes place during the tenth year of ESPON, which the Coordination Unit has marked with a series of special activities during 2012, among others the Open Seminar in June organized in cooperation with the Danish Presidency of the Council of the European Union on "European Territorial Evidence for EU Cohesion Policy and Programming" and the Internal Seminar focusing on “Territorial Development Opportunities in Europe and its Neighbourhood Fostering Global Competitiveness”, organised in cooperation with the Cyprus Presidency of the Council of the European Union, taking place on 5 and 6 December 2012.

Peter Mehlbye, Director of the Coordination Unit, is very pleased to have the new ESPON premises in the midst of the Kirchberg area of Luxembourg City together with other EU Institutions. Thanks to the Ministry of Sustainable Development and Infrastructures - Department for Spatial Planning and Development in Luxembourg, the Managing Authority of the ESPON 2013 Programme, this new location of the Coordination Unit has become possible. 
From 3 December 2012 the new contact details of the ESPON Coordination Unit are:

New postal address and new visiting address
ESPON Coordination Unit

4, rue Erasme

L-1468 Luxembourg - Kirchberg

Grand Duchy of Luxembourg

New tel: +352 42 59 91 4700

New fax: +352 42 59 91 4701

Vacancy at the ESPON Coordination Unit

The ESPON Coordination Unit is looking for two trainees for a period of 5 months. Young academics in the final stage of their university studies related to territorial development and planning, geography, regional economics, European studies, political science and/or other relevant fields University students from Member States of the European Union, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland are invited to apply. 

During the traineeship period one trainee will be involved mainly in tasks related to the cluster on Capitalisation, Publication and Analysis. The other trainee will mainly be involved in tasks of the cluster related to Programme, Finance and Budget. The deadline for applying is 8 January 2013. 
More at the ESPON Website: http://www.espon.eu/main/Menu_Programme/VacancyTraineesNovember2012.html.

ESPON in Your Country - Iceland
Save the date: ESPON meets the Arctic! ENECON has pre-announced its conference “Climate Change in Northern Territories - Sharing Experiences, Exploring New Methods and Assessing Socio-Economic Impacts”
Akureyri, 22 and 23 August 2013. [image: image8.jpg]


The ENECON team has pre-announced its conference “Climate Change in Northern Territories - Sharing Experiences, Exploring New Methods and Assessing Socio-Economic Impacts”. 

The topic of the event will be developed into three sub-themes 1) Territorial socio – economic impacts of climate change, 2) Methodologies for assessing socio-economic impact, 3) Adaptation to climate change in regions and local communities – examining methods and sharing knowledge.

ENECON - ESPON Evidence in a North European Context - is a Priority 4 Project. Partners of ENECON are the ECPs in Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway and Sweden. 
Further information at the ENECON Website: http://www.rha.is/enecon/page/conference-in-akureyri-august-2013
Sign-up and communicate

If you find the ESPON Newsletter interesting and useful, please tell others to sign-up by subscribing online at the ESPON Website, link: http://www.espon.eu/main/Menu_Press/Menu_Subscribe/contactform.html
More information

The ESPON 2013 Programme is part-financed by the European Regional Development Fund, the EU Member States and the Partner States Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland.

It shall support policy development in relation to the aim of territorial cohesion and a harmonious development of the European territory. ESPON shall support Cohesion Policy development with European wide, comparable information, evidence, analyses and scenarios on framework conditions for the development of regions, cities and larger territories. In doing so, it shall facilitate the mobilisation of territorial capital and development opportunities, contributing to improving European competitiveness, to the widening and deepening of European territorial cooperation and to a sustainable and balanced development. 

The Managing Authority responsible for the ESPON 2013 Programme is the Ministry of Sustainable Development and Infrastructures, Department for Spatial Planning and Development of Luxembourg. More information: www.espon.eu
Follow ESPON on Twitter, Linkedin, RSS feed
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