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Events
(1) ESPON Scientific Conference in Luxembourg - registration is open
Luxembourg, 12-13 September 2013 - ESPON invites for a Scientific Conference on "Science in support of European Territorial Development and Cohesion" to discuss concepts, methodologies, indicators, tools, maps and models developed within the ESPON projects and the European scientific research community in the field of territorial development and cohesion. 

The conference is organised in cooperation with the scientific organisations AESOP, ECTP-CEU, ERSA, EUGEO, RSA and the University of Luxembourg.

The conference aims to provide a good overview and scientific dialogue on the progress made in the scientific field during the current programming period. This will be done by plenary sessions addressing the questions: 
· What are policy makers looking for? 
· How are scientists dealing with policy makers' demand? 
A third parallel session aims to look into the most remarkable scientific developments regarding territorial development and cohesion in the scientific and professional organisations since 2005, the date of the previous ESPON Scientific Conference. 
The largest part of the conference is devoted to the presentation of 36 papers submitted by researchers from ESPON projects and the European professional and scientific organizations. This is organized in four sessions of three parallel workshops. The papers presented will be included in the second ESPON 2013 Scientific Report. 

The conference closes with a panel discussion on the new and challenging needs and developments for the future ESPON Programme in support of European Territorial Development and Cohesion.

Deadline to register is 29 August 2013 at 15h00. To register fill in the online form at the ESPON Website 
http://www.espon.eu/main/Menu_Events/Menu_Conferences/form_sc-conference_13091213.html
More details and draft programme at the ESPON Website http://www.espon.eu/main/Menu_Events/

(2) ESPON at the OPEN DAYS 2013 – Brussels, 7-10 October 2013
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The OPEN DAYS - European Week of Regions and Cities - is the key annual event for regional and local authorities.

Marking the new timeline towards the Europe 2020 strategy, this edition of the OPEN DAYS will be held under the slogan "Europe's regions and cities taking off for 2020". Commissioner for Regional Policy Johannes Hahn highlighted: "We need an in-depth political debate with our regional partners to target the European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF) better in the future. OPEN DAYS 2013 is an invaluable platform to share knowledge and experience in getting results".

This year ESPON will contribute to the event with workshops and a joint exhibition in cooperation with INTERACT, INTERREG IVC and URBACT, as follows:

· (1) ESPON Workshop “How to make regions and cities more resilient to economic crisis” Tuesday 8 October 2013, 11h15 – 13h00

· (2) Joint Workshop “More jobs, better cities and regions: how can cities and regions best create and support more and better jobs? Lessons from inter-regional cooperation” Tuesday 8 October 2013, 14h30 – 17h00

· (3) Speech at the Workshop “Territorial Impact Assessment: a tool for better lawmaking and territorial cohesion” Wednesday 9 October 2013, 11h15 - 13h00

· (4) ESPON at the Exhibition “100 EUrban solutions” 7-10 October 2013.

Registration is open. More reading at the ESPON Website.
http://www.espon.eu/main/Menu_Events/Menu_ESPONatEvents/opendays13100710.html

ESPON Tools - Data Navigator online now
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The updated version of the ESPON Data Navigator aims at offering an easy access to regional statistical data sources provided by National Statistical Offices. The tool is targeting scientists, policy makers at European, national, regional or local level, statistical offices and the general public.

Users have the opportunity to search for data sources by country, theme and territorial scale or making use of an open search function by defining all three variables. Metadata information of available indicators is presented, covering among others the year, unit, source, contact details, access conditions as well as the link to the data itself.

Whereas European data providers such as EUROSTAT or the ESPON Database are valuable when aiming at composing harmonised European wide datasets and maps, the ESPON Data Navigator tool is especially useful in the situation where one either wants to find complementing datasets, benchmark regions or fill gaps in a European wide dataset for a few countries or regions at a time.

The ESPON Data Navigator covers regional statistical data sources for 28 EU Member States plus Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland. Users can also find data sources for other European countries such as Albania, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo under UNSCR 1244/99, Montenegro, Serbia, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey and Ukraine.

Moreover, the ESPON Data Navigator provides contact details of 41 National Statistical Offices and 41 Geographic Institutes. If available, the user can also search for national geographic datasets.

The handbook of the ESPON Data Navigator presents guidance on the various functionalities of the tool and also some practical examples. Access the ESPON Data Navigator http://datanavigator.espon.eu/

News from Projects
(1) ESPON AMCER supports the next programming period for Structural Funds and contributes to the regional Research & Innovation Smart Specialisation Strategies 

National and regional authorities across Europe are called to draw up Research and Innovation Strategies for Smart Specialization (RIS3), so that the next generation of EU’s Structural Funds can be used more efficiently for sustainable growth and to increase synergies between different EU, national and regional policies.

In this context, AMCER offers territorial evidence on the state of R&D activities and systems in 9 EU regions as well as guidelines with a set of recommendations to support the preparation of indicators for the Smart Specialisation Strategies. 

The Presidency of the Tuscany Regional Government, lead stakeholder of AMCER, hosted a conference on 27 June 2013 in Brussels to present the final results of the project. Regions preparing their strategies and more generally their new Operational Programmes, had the opportunity to understand the usefulness of AMCER, in particular concerning regional participation to FP7/Horizon 2020 and CIP/Cosme as a tool for better smart specialization strategies and coordination between European, national and regional policies.

The event provided the opportunity to present concrete elements concerning (1) use of data for policy coordination, (2) how to improve monitoring and coordination of RDI activities at regional level, (3) how to encourage the transfer of good practices at the European level.

More information

AMCER final event on 27 June 2013 – Programme and Presentations
· http://www.crpm.org/pub/agenda/2320_final_event_amcer_blx-agenda-final.pdf
· http://www.crpm.org/index.php?act=6,1,2,347

· ESPON AMCER - Advanced Monitoring and Coordination of EU R&D Policies at Regional Level - at the ESPON Website http://www.espon.eu/main/Menu_Projects/Menu_TargetedAnalyses/amcer.html

· Cohesion Policy 2014-2020, factsheet “Research Innovation Strategies for Smart Specialisation”
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/informat/2014/smart_specialisation_en.pdf
(2) Library on Territorial Development - USESPON Project
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The project USESPON aims to encourage and support the use of findings from the ESPON 2013 Programme. 

The project engages stakeholders across Europe with the work of ESPON and provides them with guidance on using ESPON results in policy-making and practice.  

USESPON has developed a useful digital library for practitioners and policy-makers. The library includes policy and research documents on territorial development from across Europe, i.e. guidance, case studies, policy papers, scientific articles and concepts.

Visit the library at the USESPON Website, link http://www.espon-usespon.eu/library
New Report 
Inception Report of Urban benchmarking: CityBench - ESPON CityBench for benchmarking European Urban Zones 
http://www.espon.eu/main/Menu_Projects/Menu_ScientificPlatform/citybench.html
Sign-up and communicate

If you find the ESPON Newsletter interesting and useful, please tell others to sign-up by subscribing online at the ESPON Website, link: http://www.espon.eu/main/Menu_Press/Menu_Subscribe/contactform.html
More information

The ESPON 2013 Programme is part-financed by the European Regional Development Fund, the EU Member States and the Partner States Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland.

It shall support policy development in relation to the aim of territorial cohesion and a harmonious development of the European territory. ESPON shall support Cohesion Policy development with European wide, comparable information, evidence, analyses and scenarios on framework conditions for the development of regions, cities and larger territories. In doing so, it shall facilitate the mobilisation of territorial capital and development opportunities, contributing to improving European competitiveness, to the widening and deepening of European territorial cooperation and to a sustainable and balanced development. 

The Managing Authority responsible for the ESPON 2013 Programme is the Ministry of Sustainable Development and Infrastructures, Department for Spatial Planning and Development of Luxembourg. More information: www.espon.eu Follow ESPON on Twitter, Linkedin, RSS feed
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