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Definitions

New Geographies, according to ESPON’s input paper are:

“…different types of other functional and soft cooperation areas… functional 
rural areas, functional cross-border areas, functional transnational cooperation 
areas, labour market areas, areas of land-sea interactions, areas of green 
infrastructure, macro-regions, island areas, neighbourhood areas, etc. In 
addition, one can also look at functional areas based on flows and networking: 
different types of services, education at different levels, financial flows etc, … 
functional areas differ in size depending on what population groups are being 
considered: men/women, young/working age/old, low/high educated, etc”.
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Themes emerging at this stage of the 
assignment
(1) New Geographies of Practice: Territorial Governance Initiatives

(2) New Geographies in Transition: Changing Infrastructures and their 
Governance

(3) New Geographies of Newcomers: Migration and the Governance of 
Integration

(4) New Geographies of Speed: Rethinking Travel Networks and their 
Governance

(5) New Geographies of Criminality: Networks of Human Trafficking and Black 
Markets

(6) New Geographies of Health and Illness: Care Systems and Governance 
Initiatives 3



In more detail
(1) New Geographies of Practice: Territorial Governance Initiatives

Build upon the ACTAREA tool and other research in the ESPON library (eg. COMPASS) to 
provide an interactive and dynamic tool that links new soft governance frameworks with 
the challenges and problems that they are set up to respond to. Share lessons learned 
and best practices across Europe.

(2) New Geographies in Transition: Changing Infrastructures and their Governance

i. New economic shifts such as the circular and sharing economies (eg. CIRCTER)
ii. Platform capitalism, spatial development (esp. housing) and governance (not seen as 

a theme so far)
iii. Renewable energy production and distribution (eg. BT2050) 
iv. Food production, distribution, consumption and waste (not seen so far)
v. Digital infrastructure (highlighted in GEOCOV)
vi. Regional urbanisation (IMAGINE)
vii. Green infrastructure (GRETA) 4



In more detail
(3) New Geographies of Newcomers: Migration and the Governance of Integration

Provide a more comprehensive and nuanced view of population movements across 
Europe and its territorial implications especially their impact on development and 
territorial growth (matching with employment opportunities, housing stock, etc)

(4) New Geographies of Speed: Rethinking Travel Networks and their Governance

The form(s) and territorial implications of high speed travel across European regions that 
bypass small cities, towns and villages, connecting mainly metropolitan centres and 
other key urban nodes

(5) New Geographies of Criminality: Networks of Human Trafficking and Black Markets

How networks of criminality are shaping European space and create functional, or 
maybe ‘dysfunctional areas’. Possible research may include the governance of types of 
regions (as in FUORE) where trafficking and illegal trading is most rife.

(6) New Geographies of Health and Illness: Care Systems and Governance Initiatives

The typology of measures used to assess the COVID outbreak and responses could be 
expanded towards a typology that may consider (among other things) where, why and 
how investment is distributed to provide access to care, flows of people seeking care etc.
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Thank you!
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