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Commissioner Hahn and Minister Schank at the 
inauguration of the ESPON’s new premises  

The ESPON Coordination Unit has found a new home in  the quarter of the European 
Institutions on the Kirchberg of Luxembourg City.  

The location marks ESPON’s importance for Europe an d the development of its 
regions and cities and it facilitates the collabora tion between the European 
Institutions and all 31 participating countries.  

• What makes the centres of innovation in Europe?  

• What are important territorial assets and what is the profile of regions with regards 
to competitiveness?  

• Which regions are over- or underperforming with regards to their potentials?  

• How important is the accessibility of regions to perform at the European level?  

• What’s about the green economy or smart specialisation as a strategy to improve 
the cohesion of regions?  

Many questions which are relevant to consider when implementing the EU 2020 Strategy 
and when formulating strategies for new programmes under Structural Funds 2014-2020 - 
and questions, that all need solid, pan-European territorial evidence to find the right policy 
responses of countries, regions and cities. 

On 12 March, at the inauguration of ESPON’s new premises, Commissioner for Regional 
Policy, Johannes Hahn and the delegated Minister for Sustainable Development and 
Infrastructure of Luxembourg, Marco Schank responsible as Managing Authority for the 
ESPON Programme, underlined the importance and usefulness of ESPON, the European 
Observation Network for Territorial Development and Cohesion. 

ESPON is set up as the provider of the necessary European territorial evidence and 
insights for supporting policy development. The knowledge base offers data and analyses 
with a European perspective which helps countries, regions and cities in seeing their 
comparative advantages and challenges when deciding on their development paths.  
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Today ESPON is used in all 27 EU Member States, in Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and 
Switzerland as well as by the European Institutions and in particular the European 
Commission in relation to the European Regional Development Fund.  

Looking ahead, Commissioner Hahn and Minister Schank also addressed the priorities for 
ESPON in the future. They welcomed the strong support of ministers from all countries 
involved in ESPON for the continuation and renewal of ESPON. Policy demand shall 
continue defining the underlying applied research and ESPON’s capability to transfer the 
rich territorial knowledge shall be enhanced in order to further boost its use.  

Peter Mehlbye, Director of the ESPON Coordination Unit, thanked Commissioner Hahn 
and Minister Schank for the positive and encouraging support given to the ESPON and for 
the very successful efforts making the new premises on Kirchberg a reality. He also 
mentioned as an example of current activities that ESPON is supporting many Structural 
Funds programmes with territorial evidence to benchmark their position in the European 
context.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interested in ESPON? 

The ESPON 2013 Programme is part-financed by the European Regional Development Fund, the EU 
Member States and Partner States Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland. 

It shall support policy development in relation to the aim of territorial cohesion and a harmonious 
development of the European territory. ESPON shall support Cohesion Policy development with European 
wide, comparable information, evidence, analyses and scenarios on framework conditions for the 
development of regions, cities and larger territories. In doing so, it shall facilitate the mobilisation of territorial 
capital and development opportunities, contributing to improving European competitiveness, to the widening 
and deepening of European territorial cooperation and to a sustainable and balanced development.  

The Managing Authority responsible for the ESPON 2013 Programme is the Ministry of Sustainable 
Development and Infrastructures, Department of Spatial Planning and Development of Luxembourg.  

More information : www.espon.eu. Follow ESPON on Twitter, Linkedin, RSS feed 

Press Contact: piera.petruzzi@espon.eu; +352 42 59 91 4707 
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