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ESPON starts 4 new Applied Research projects
ESPON (the European Observation Network on Territorial Development and Cohesion) is financing 4 new applied research projects over the coming two to three years. The projects selected by the Monitoring Committee cover a variety of themes: from the EU 2020 Strategy to Territorial Scenarios and Visions for Europe to Territorial Potentials for a Greener Economy and Territorial Governance.
Commenting on ESPON's new projects, Peter Mehlbye, Director of the ESPON Coordination Unit, said: “The new projects will generate important additional evidence in support of a territorial dimension in policy making. The themes are closely related to the current European policy strategy on top of the EU Agenda. A challenging proactive step into long-term visions and scenarios for the European territory will be taken. This process will involve stakeholders in numerous dialogue loops in order to achieve a shared ownership of the visions and scenarios”.

“Researchers and experts have started working on the awarded projects and the project implementation will, as always in ESPON, imply very close dialogue with policy makers along the way”, he added.
The awarded applied research projects are the following:

1) European Regions: Potential Contribution to the EU 2020 Strategy

The project holds a key position in aiming to provide evidence on the territorial dimension of the EU 2020 Strategy. It will identify regional opportunities and challenges of European regions in relation to an smart, sustainable and inclusive growth.

One of the output of the project is an Atlas showing the current territorial structure and the recent trends (from 1990 to present) affecting European regions in relation to the drivers of growth in the EU 2020 Strategy.
The lead partner of this project is the University of Santiago de Compostela from Spain. The project team includes eight partners.
2) Territorial Scenarios and Visions for Europe

This project aims at supporting policy makers in formulating long-term integrated and coherent visions for the smart, sustainable and inclusive development of the EU territory. The project shall deepen and elaborate knowledge delivered by the ESPON 2013 projects and builds further on relevant ESPON 2006 knowledge.
The steps in the vision-building process that will involve policymakers and stakeholders are:

· Current state of Europe: What is the current state of the European territorial structure?
· Baseline Scenarios for 2030 and 2050: What will be the future state of the European territorial structure based on the hypothesis that development trends and policies remain stable?
· Extreme/exploratory Scenarios 2050: What can be feasible future states of the European territorial structure in three territorially extreme/exploratory scenarios?
· European Territorial Vision 2050: What is the room for manoeuvre to politically steer the development of the future state of the European territorial structure and what is the range in which a realistic territorial vision can be formulated?
· Midterm targets and pathways 2010-2030: What could be sensible midterm targets in order to steer territorial development into the direction of the desired long-term vision? And what policy actions and interventions are required to meet these midterm targets?
The lead partner of this propject is MCRIT S.L. from Spain. In total thirteen partners are working on this project.
3) Regional Potential for a Greener Economy

The over-arching aim of the project is to improve the understanding of development opportunities and challenges in relation to a greening of the economy with focus on the territorial dimensions of such evolutions. Territorial aspects of a greener economy shall be identified to highlight European regions with particular opportunities for contributing to this European aim through the implementation of successful territorial development and cohesion policy actions.
Three key questions are fundamental to this project:

· What is the state and the territorial dimension of the green economy and what potential do different European regions have for contributing to a greener economy?
· How can regional / local territorial policy strategies and actions contribute to a greener economy?
· Which other key policy areas including territorially relevant elements are decisive for the development of a green economy and how can these different policy areas be better territorially integrated and create synergies?

The lead partner of this project is Foundation Tecnalia Research & Innovation from Spain. The research team includes five partners.
4) Territorial Governance – Best Practices for New Perspectives
This projects aims to provide policymakers and practitioners at different levels with evidence of leading practice and practical advice in how to build good governance arrangements, increase institutional capacity and how to use territorial development instruments more effectively. A key delivery will be a practical guidance in the form of an easy-to-use handbook format. The main report results will also indicate and evaluate policy options for future Cohesion Policy in supporting multi-level governance.

The project begins by developing a typology of current territorial governance practices in Europe. It will then assess the effectiveness of these current practices, develop a general framework for good territorial governance from a multi-level, a multi-sector and a multi-actor approach and, through case studies, identify current best practices for territorial governance. The project will build on project results achieved in assessing territorial governance in the ESPON 2006 and 2013 programmes.

The lead partner of this project is Nordregio from Sweden. The project team includes six partners.
Additonal information

· Calls for Proposals for Applied Research Projects, Targeted Analyses, Scientific Platform/Tools Projects and Transnational Networking Activities are open till 20 October 2011.
· More information on ESPON and its outputs can be found at the ESPON Website www.espon.eu
Interested in ESPON?

The ESPON 2013 Programme is part-financed by the European Regional Development Fund, the EU Member States and the Partner States Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland.

It shall support policy development in relation to the aim of territorial cohesion and a harmonious development of the European territory. ESPON shall support Cohesion Policy development with European wide, comparable information, evidence, analyses and scenarios on framework conditions for the development of regions, cities and larger territories. In doing so, it shall facilitate the mobilisation of territorial capital and development opportunities, contributing to improving European competitiveness, to the widening and deepening of European territorial cooperation and to a sustainable and balanced development. 

The Managing Authority responsible for the ESPON 2013 Programme is the Ministry of Sustainable Development and Infrastructures, Department of Spatial Planning and Development of Luxembourg. 
More information: www.espon.eu
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