
 

 

 

ESPON Scientific Conference on 12-13 September 2013 

Parallel Workshop Sessions 

Key messages 

 

All chairs of the 12 parallel sessions were asked to retrieve, together with the speakers and 

audience, one key message regarding new and challenging needs and developments for the 

future to support of European Territorial Development and Cohesion: What could be taken 

up by the new ESPON Programme?  

The key-messages resulting from this exercise can be found below: 

 

Session 1A – Measuring regional disparities and territorial cohesion 

1. Regions are key actors of EU 2020. Enhancing regional capacities will benefit 

Europe as a whole. Analysis and policies should account for the existence of 

systems of regions, which means accounting for collaborations across regions. 

2. Most “collaborative” regions tend to be the most innovative and knowledge-intensive 

regions. 

3. The territorial dimension is important for policy (implementation and impact); 

increasing the territorial disaggregation of data will contribute to improving policy 

impact assessment (ex-ante and ex-post).  

However, we should keep in mind that there are not explicit regional targets in the 

EU2020. In addition, targets are defined at the MSs and EU levels, thus not all 

regions are supposed to fulfil simultaneously the targets. 

 

Session 2A – Understanding demographic / population mobility 

1. … more dynamic 

2. … more qualitative  

3. … more proactive  

 

Session 3A – Understanding regional disparities and territorial cohesion 

1. There is need to continue evaluation of measures and indicators of spatial disparities. 

2. ESPON reports shall be based on well documented research. 

 

Session 4A – Understanding spatial relations 

1. The importance of Europe-wide statistical / mapping research is over-estimated for 

national / regional territorial policy making. 

2. It is useful for providing the European context and benchmarking at the regional level; 

regional circumstances and path-dependencies play a major role.  
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Session 1B – Using a large set of indicators to measure a specific aspect  

1. How do you measure innovation? And its dynamics? 

2. What is territorial embeddedness? 

3. Need for mixed methods to understand the complex regional world. 

4. Need to look again at the conventions theory – Storper. 

 

Session 2B – Different approaches for building typologies  

The capacity to identify groups of territories that are similar to one another, to make 

sense of an almost endlessly complex picture is important for policy analysts, but also 

policy makers who need to interpret analysis based on typologies. Every territory has a 

unique combination of characteristics and policy makers need to be able to distil these in 

some way that makes similarities and differences apparent. Policy cannot be built on 

bespoke solutions for every individual territory. 

However, the capacity to underline trends and policy problems conveys many challenges. 

In some cases there will be an appropriate existing typology, while in others it may be 

necessary to develop something bespoke to the particular policy purpose. 

The outcome of session 2B on ‘different approaches for building typologies’ raised a 

number of theoretical and practical questions for future consideration: 

1. Why use typologies based on exploratory analysis (e.g. land use, urban sprawl or 

maritime regions)? 

2. What are their uses and limitations, methodologically and for different policy 

purposes? Is it appropriate to over integrate data and run the risk of hiding valuable 

information? 

3. How to evaluate these typologies and decide whether they are fit for particular 

purposes? 

 

Session 3B – Interlinking information at different scales 

1. There is a need to develop more robust knowledge evidence about the possibilities to 

link general economic trends and regional objective development paths. 

2. As regional responsibilities will increase, there is a need for regions to have better 

analytical tools to manage the observation of their evolution. 

 

Session 4B – Additional possibilities for building data sets  

1. There is a potential for additional and new knowledge gain from new data sources 

(big data, combination of data, cross border data). 

2. Much of this data are for free but not its combination / interpretation / configuration, to 

transform data into useful information extra effort / money / expertise is necessary. 

3. We can gather a lot of data, yet we are not necessarily sure about their limitations 

and validity.  
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Session 1C – Concepts on integration  

ESPON needs to move to the next step of complexity by: 

1. Focusing more strongly on processes & flows such as flows / institutions etc. across 

borders, improving the understanding of governance processes etc.  

2. Focusing more strongly on the “why” of territorial development 

3. Strengthening the communication / understanding between scientists & practitioners 

(how to do something) in order to get better down to the real demand!  

 

Session 2C – Methods to support policy selection and implementation  

In order to release the potentials for regions and cities we should: 

1. Differentiate targets of EU and national policies in regional and sub-regional detail. 

2. Improve territorial governance and influence views of actors by transferring 

experiences of cases and develop own interpretations. 

3. Use available data and methods of the local level. 

 

Session 3C – Approaches to support participatory processes  

1. Out of the workshop, which was highly interactive, the key message was a plea for 

embedding stakeholder’ involvement in the research projects (both Priority 1 and 2). 

The interaction within the research projects of the demand side (end users, policy 

makers, planning practitioners, etc.) is crucial for two reasons: 

• to tailor research and analyses, better positioning quantitative and qualitative 

results, the latter being of utmost importance. This helps assessing and refining 

the research and make it more users friendly. 

• To increase comprehension and ownership by the end users of ESPON result but 

also to help them positioning their (mostly local / regional) perception within the 

wider European framework. Co-ownership of ESPON results helps dissemination, 

understanding and fosters strong support.  

2. Delphi techniques of involvement and process interaction between ESPON 

researchers and planning practitioners were recommended.  

 

Session 4C – Communication techniques to support territorial development 

processes  

1. Do maps tell what they pretend to tell?! One always has to be aware of the following: 

• Objectivity trap 

• Multi-interpretable 

• Fuzzy understanding 

• Means instead of ends 

• Etc. 

 


