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Critique ... 

1. Neat negotiations? ‘Tangled hierarchies’ exist 
2. Verticality: plays down horizontal relationships 

between scales 
3. Scales are actively produced, not ‘out there’ 

waiting to be found, danger of scale reification 
4. Description or explanation: 

analytical/explanatory power is weak 
5. Need an approach sensitive to geographical, 

historical and institutional contingency, rather 
than a categorical framework where functions 
are rigidly anchored 

 



Dimension of 

socio-spatiality 

Principle of socio-spatial 

relations 

Associated patterning  

of socio-spatial relations 

TERRITORY 

 

Bordering, bounding,  

parcelization, enclosure  

 

Construction of inside / outside divides, 

Constitutive role of the ‘outside’ 

PLACE 
Proximity, spatial 

embedding, areal 

differentiation 

Construction of spatial divisions of labor; 

differentiation of social relations horizontally 

among ‘core’ vs. ‘peripheral’ places  

SCALE 

 

Hierarchization, vertical 

differentiation  

Construction of scalar divisions of labor; dif-

ferentiation of social relations vertically among 

‘dominant’, ‘nodal’ & ‘marginal’ scales  

NETWORKS   

 

 

Interconnectivity, interdep-

endence, transversal or 

‘rhizomatic’ differentiation  

 

 

Building networks of nodal connectivity; 

differentiation of social relations among nodal 

points within topological networks 



One Dimensional Traps 

TERRITORY PLACE SCALE NETWORKS 

 

TERRITORY 
Methodological 

Territorialism 

 

PLACE 
Place-centrism 

 

SCALE 
Scale-

Centrism 

 

NETWORKS 
Network-

centrism 



TERRITORY PLACE SCALE NETWORKS 

TERRITORY 

 

Past, present, and 

emergent frontiers,  

borders, 

boundaries 

 

Distinct places in a 

given territory  

 

Multi-level 

governance 

 

Inter-state system, 

state alliances, multi-

area government  

PLACE 
Core-periphery, 

borderlands, 

empires, 

neo-medievalism 

Locales, milieux, 

cities, sites, 

regions Localities, 

globalities 

 

Division of labour 

linked to differently 

scaled places  

 

Local/urban 

governance, 

partnerships  

SCALE 

 

Scalar division of 

political power 

(unitary state, 

federal state, etc) 

Scale as area 

rather than level 

(local through to 

global), spatial 

division of labour 

(Russian doll) 

 

Vertical ontology 

based on nested 

or tangled 

hierarchies.  

 

Parallel power 

networks, non-

governmental 

international regimes 

NETWORKS 

Origin-edge, ripple 

effects (radiation) 

Stretching/folding 

Cross-border 

region, inter-state 

system 

 

Global city 

networks, poly-

nucleated cities, 

intermeshed sites  

Flat ontology 

based on 

horizontality with 

multiple 

entrypoints. 

 

Networks of networks, 

space of flows, 

rhizome 


