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A renewed Territorial Agenda 

Why? 

• Inequalities between places and between people as well as unsustainable 
developments risk to undermine the basis of Europe’s success. 

• A prosperous, just and green Europe can only be achieved by making use 
of Europe’s territorial diversity and the contributions of all places.

What? 

• Ensure that the need for a sustainable future for all places and people is 
addressed appropriately.

• Strengthen the territorial dimension in policy making at all governance 
levels and in all sectors. 



There is a need to act…

… as people and places drift apart –

increasing imbalances and inequalities, 

e.g. in the fields:

… to respond to the increasing pressure 

concerning sustainable development 

and climate change, e.g. in the fields:

• Quality of life 

• Services of general interest 

• Demographic and societal imbalances 

• Digitalisation and the 4th industrial revolution

• Employment and economic development 

• Interdependencies between places 

• Global embeddedness 

• Climate change 

• Loss of biodiversity and land consumption

• Air, soil and water quality

• Secure, affordable and sustainable energy 

• Just Transition 

• Circular regional value chains 

• Natural, landscape and cultural heritage 



Objectives and priorities

Balanced Europe
Better balanced territorial development utilising Europe’s diversity

Functional Regions
Local and regional development, less inequality between places

Integration Beyond Borders
Living and working across national borders 

Healthy Environment
Better ecological livelihoods and climate-neutral and resilient  towns, cities and regions

Sustainable Connections
Sustainable digital and physical connectivity of places

A Just Europe

A Green Europe

that offers future 
perspectives for all 
places and people

that protects common 
livelihoods and shapes 

societal transition

Circular Economy 
Strong and sustainable local economies in a globalised world

Balanced Europe
Better balanced territorial development utilising Europe’s diversity

Functional Regions
Convergent local and regional development, less inequality between places

Integration Beyond Borders
Easier living and working across national borders 

Healthy Environment
Better ecological livelihoods and climate-neutral and resilient  towns, cities and regions

Sustainable Connections
Sustainable digital and physical connectivity of places

Circular Economy 
Strong and sustainable local economies in a globalised world



Application & 
implementation
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Putting priorities into action 

The priorities spelled out in the Territorial Agenda 2030 need to be supported by actions 

from committed players. Only then can Territorial Agenda priorities and concerns over 

spatial inequalities and the transition towards a carbon/climate-neutral economy be 

addressed appropriately. Taken together, the actions should strengthen:

• multi-level governance;

• place-based approaches; 

• coordinated sector policy territorial impacts and coherence; 

• cooperation between territories;

• territorial cohesion at European level; 

• territorial cohesion at cross-border, transnational, inter- and intraregional level; 

• Member State and neighbouring country contributions to territorial cohesion. 



All key players are called upon 

• The Territorial Agenda 2030 needs to be supported by the actions of 
committed players:

Member States, Sub-national bodies, European Commission, European 
Parliament, Committee of the Regions, European Economic and Social 
Committee, European Investment Bank, European associations 
addressing spatial development, … 

• Every key player can take action in the context of its regular mandate.

• Actions can be taken at any administrative level and 
can vary in character and focus.



Adressing Member States

Strengthen intergovernmental cooperation. Biannual discussion on application. 

Joint meetings with territorially relevant sector policies

Promoting TA2030 in national strategic, spatial and territorial planning processes, 

Partnership agreements and programmes for EU Cohesion Policy and other EU 

funds.

Local and regional level and their national associations invited to apply TA2030 and 

consider priorities in their spatial planning and overarching development 

strategies and policies. Encouraged to cooperate with neighbouring territories and 

places.



Embeddment in Germany

Standing Conference of Ministers responsible for Spatial Planning (MKRO) on 

federal and Länder-level involved and informed of Territorial Agenda 2030 process.

After adoption of the TA2030 discussion in fora of the Conference of Ministers how 

to apply on national, regional and local level.

Possibility to further elaborate the address by TA2030 and go beyond what was 

consensus on European level.

Example on federal level could be to introduce new aspects of TA2030 when 

renewing the Concepts and Strategies for Spatial Development in Germany from 

2016.

Supporting further pilot actions through model projects for spatial planning 

(MORO).



Pilot actions

demonstrate, test and develop practices 
which contribute to achieving Territorial 
Agenda priorities 

different administrative levels 
from transnational to neighbourhood

flexible in focus and character 

explore and/or showcase 



Pilot actions
Showcases

Pilot demonstrate, test and develop 

practices which contribute to achieving 
Territorial Agenda priorities. 

6 pilot actions under elaboration 
• A future for lagging regions
• Understanding how sector policies shape 

spatial (im)balances
• Small places matter for territorial 

development 
• Territorial vision for a cross-border functional 

region
• Alpine towns for citizens 
• Climate change adaptation and resilience 

through landscape transition 
State of play

pilot actions 

& lead countries 



Further supporting initiatives
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• Broschure with more than

50 examples on ongoing

projects

• Inspiration for future pilot

actions implementing the

TA2030



• Easy to read summary of the

Territorial Agenda 2030

• Translation into German and

French until end of 2020

• Translation in all EU 

languages by COM next year



• EU Council Conclusions on 

Urban and Territorial 

Development

• Adoption planned for

December 2020



www.territorialagenda.eu












