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Territorial Claims over the Sea
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Territorial Agenda of the EU 2020 

‘Maritime activities are essential for 

territorial cohesion in Europe. ........ The 

Marine Strategy Framework Directive 

and EU Integrated Maritime Policy call 

for coordinated actions from Member 

States on maritime spatial planning. 

Such planning should be integrated 

into the existing planning systems to 

enable harmonious and sustainable 

development of a land-sea continuum.’ 



▪Landuse

▪Tourism

▪Oil &Gas

▪Coastal 

Defence

▪Ports &

Navigation

▪Military 

Activities

▪Culture

▪Conservation

▪Dredging & 

Disposal

▪Submarine

Cables

▪Fishing ▪Renewable

Energy

▪Marine

Recreation

▪Mineral

Extraction

▪Mariculture

16. MSP Pilot Outputs: Identification of multiple use 



Some Early Reflections
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• Use of the sea growing and contested

• Different maritime areas have different 

potentials and challenges in terms of 

development

• Land sea interactions matter and in many 

cases extend well beyond the coastal 

strip

• Transnational and cross border planning 

is also critical to reconcile conflicts

• Is there scope for territorial planning 

integrating land and sea as ‘one territorial 

space?



MSP-LSI Project and 
Introduction
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MSP-LSI Aim, Objectives and Output
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Aim: To improve stakeholders’ planning processes through the coordinated, comparable and 

systematic acquisition and analysis of both marine and terrestrial data and information at a 

European, regional and sub-regional level’

Key Objectives:

▪ Define and operationalise consideration of land-sea interactions for the purpose of 

European Territorial Planning (including MSP and terrestrial planning).

▪ Establish the main impacts on land of key maritime activities and how territorial planning 

can consider them

▪ Derive learning from existing practices and approaches in managing LSI in MSP

Output: Guidelines for Good Management of LSI in Territorial Planning 



Overall Research Concept
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Terrestrial 

Planning and 

Management

Critical LSI 

Dimensions MSP

Territorial Planning

‘One Space’

Definition Analysis Operationalisation

European coherence – Place sensitive application



MSP-LSI- How can territorial spatial 
planning consider them?
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Case Studies
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Area Focal Sectors

Croatian coast and  islands (HR) Coastal Tourism 

Maritime transport

Slovenia (SL) Coastal Tourism  

Aquaculture (fish & shellfish)

Gdansk Bay (PL) Maritime transport 

Coastal Tourism 

Pomeranian Bight (DE/PL/Den/SW) Production of Energy 

Coastal Tourism

Dutch North Sea Coast (NL) Maritime Transport

Production of Energy



LSI in Practice
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Implications of Considering LSI for MSP
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▪What can planning do

▪Provide a forum for good governance

▪Provide spatial frameworks

▪Be involved in spatial management

▪Understand it is a process of ongoing dialogue and discussion

▪Recognise the limited role of spatial planning and the importance of other 

framework conditions often beyond planning influence

▪Need for greater recognition of the spatial reach of maritime agendas

▪Appreciate that most blue growth inevitable involves landward 

infrastructure
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Diversity of cruise tourism with 

possibilities of negative local impacts



Slovenian 

Maricultural Value 

Chain



Offshore Wind 

Energy Value Chain
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What can integarated 
territorial development 
achieve?
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Lessons from ‘One Space’ territorial 
development

▪Territorial Spatial Planning can

▪Provide Good governance

▪Create Spatial Frameworks

▪Be involved in spatial management

▪But it is only one of the framework conditions

▪Many of the spatial impacts of marine development are experienced 

far from the coast- spatial value chain analysis exposes ‘stickability’

▪ It is a complex process of constantly changing priorities

▪Local context will be important
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