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Context and objective
The objective of the conference is to present and discuss the ESPON European 
Territorial Review as a contribution to the debate on the territorial dimension of 
future Cohesion policy under the EWRC sub-theme “Regions and cities as agents 
of change”. 

This ESPON report will reveal development trends that will shape the development 
of cities and regions in the future and require adequate policy response in a wide 
range of policy fields – demography, labor market, economic diversification and 
resilience, connectivity, social inequalities, RDI and technology etc. 

A particular focus of the review is on functional flows and territorial cooperation 
potential of cities and regions to address key challenges and strengthen develop-
ment potentials through joint action. The ESPON report has a complementary 
role to the 7th Cohesion Report and will contribute to the debate on the future 
of Cohesion policy with new evidence on the territorial diversity in Europe and in-
novative ideas on possible ways to support functional geographies and promoting 
more territorial cooperation. In addition, the key messages of the report can serve 
as inputs to the State of the Regions debate at the Plenary of the Committee of 
the Regions in October.

In the first part of the conference, the key messages of the report will be dis-
cussed with an aim to draw attention to the main current and future challenges 
and potentials of cities and regions that will require policy change. Proposals for 
addressing key development challenges beyond administrative borders at different 
levels (functional urban, cross-border, macro-regional) and through more territorial 
cooperation will be presented and discussed as a possible way forward for Cohe-
sion policy to promote more integrated and balanced development of Europe. The 
second part of the conference will be devoted to presenting and discussing experi-
ences and good practices of regional and local development strategies, governance 
arrangements and tools.

The conference targets EU level policy-makers and stakeholders engaged in shap-
ing the architecture of next Cohesion policy, national, regional and local decision 
makers interested in understanding the development challenges and potential of 
their territory in a wider context and implementing policies “on the ground”, and 
ESIF programme bodies, in particular those responsible for territorial cooperation.



Moderator: Karen Coleman

9:00 Opening 
	 •	 Raffaele	Cattaneo, Regional Councillor and President of the Lombardy  

 Regional Council

9:20 Presentation of EU Territorial Review
 •	 Ilona	Raugze, ESPON EGTC Director 
 •	 Kai Böhme, Spatial Foresight 

9:45 Panel discussion
 Territorial dimension of future policies

 •	 Iskra Mihaylova, Chair of the European Parliament REGI Commitee
 • Ulrika Carlefall-Landergren, Member of Kungsbacka Municipal   

 Council, COR/ COTER member 
 •	 Michiel Rijsberman, Regional Minister of the Province of Flevoland   

 (Association of the Provinces of The Netherlands)
 •	 Ciprian Lucian Rosca, State Secretary of the Ministry of Regional   

 Development, Public Administration and EU funds of Romania 
 •	 Judit	Törökné	Rózsa, European Commission. Directorate-General for   

 Regional and Urban Policy
 
10:45 Coffee break
 Media opportunities

11:15 Panel discussion 
 Supporting functional geographies and territorial cooperation for stronger 

regions: experiences and best practices

•	 Jean-Marc Venineaux (macro-regional), European Commission, 
 Directorate General for Regional and Urban Policy 

•	 Ruut Louwers (transnational), Director of INTERREG North West   
 Europe programme 

 •	 Thiemo Eser (cross-border), Head of Unit for International Affairs   
 and European Territorial Cooperation, Ministry of Sustainable 

  Development and Infrastructure of Luxembourg 
 •	 Katharina Erdmenger (transnational), Head of Unit at Federal 
  Ministry of Transport and Digital Infrastructure of Germany 
 •	 Alfredo Corbalan (functional urban areas), Manager on International,  

 European and Interregional projects, Brussels Capital Region
  
12:15 Debate with the audience

12:50 Closing
 
 Networking and media opportunities


