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1. 
Introduction 
 
 

This annual workplan (AWP) for transnational outreach (TNO) launches the second year of the TNO 

support for ESPON 2019-2022. Its objective is to enhance the increased use of ESPON outputs at the 

macro-regional, transnational, cross-border, national and subnational levels. As such, it serves as the 

continuation of the outreach activities carried out in 2020. However, the ESPON Transnational 

Outreach year for 2020 has been dominated by the COVID-19 outbreak. During the time we were 

preparing the first physical events in March, April and May, we were confronted with the first wave of 

the COVID-19 outbreak and national lockdowns in Europe. At the moment of writing this, we are 

confronted with a second wave of COVID-19 and the (partial) national lockdowns respectively.  

As a result, firstly we needed to postpone and partly abandon the planned events for 2020, and 

secondly, we came up with an adapted TNO-plan in June 2020 to host the events online. In this way 

we have held/will hold 8 of the preliminary 11 planned events in 2020, and had to postpone/abandon 

three of them: The MSP-LSI Conference in Cork, Ireland; the Pre-workshop Conference about SDG in 

Ljubljana, Slovenia; and the Peer Learning Workshop about Regional Tourism in Reykjavik, Iceland. We 

will address these three ESPON member and partner states in 2021 with priority.  

In addition, it was important for the TNO team to observe the results from the adaptation to new 

online formats in order to derive conclusions for the AWP 2021. With the several successful online 

events organised over the last few weeks, we can now propose an AWP 2021 with a fully integral event 

component. Accordingly, this AWP necessitated more time than foreseen due to exogenously-induced 

delays in the ECP value chains. 

Furthermore, we expect that restrictions of physical planning will continue until Spring 2021 (at least) 

and will affect possibilities for hosting physical events even beyond that. This also depends on the 

improvement of possible COVID-19 vaccines and their distribution throughout the European and the 

global population in the coming months/half year. Therewith, we have again planned for the ESPON 

TNO events for 2021 to be held online, and we will evaluate in the summer of 2021 if we can return to 

in-place physical events from that moment onwards. 

 

 

 

2. 
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Methodology 
 
When creating the AWP 2021 we performed the same methodology as described in the previous plan 

for 2020. At first, we discussed the policy processes, needs and available (new) research outputs with 

the EGTC. From there, we came up with the thematic outreach orientation for 2021 in close discussions 

with the EGTC. In addition, we looked again to the geographic coverage, available capacity for TNO 

and cross-sectoral links. 

 

 

Fig. 1 
Multi-step 
methodology for the 
AWP 2020 & 2021 

 

 

With regard to the themes, and in respect to the results of the AWP ESPON-TNO 2020 (see evaluation 

ESPON TNO 20 programme in preparation), we discussed with the EGTC that the topics will be partly 

the same, but will also include new areas. For example, we have decided to skip the theme of 

Migration, not because migration is no longer a major item on the European policy agenda (and will 

probably remain so), but because the ESPON evidence has already been well-covered in the 2020 

programme, with respect to inbound migration and also local/regional integration (see also the 

evaluation of the AWP 2020 in preparation). This theme has been replaced by another, more 

prominent topic for post-COVID times, e.g.  ‘recovery of deprived regions, due to foreseen transitions’, 

as indicated by the present EU-presidency in Germany.  In addition, the three other themes have been 

updated in this respect. Therefore, the AWP 2021 proposes to focus on the following 4 Topics for 2020: 

1. Tourism, but now with a focus on the impact of COVID-19. This could mean a shift from mass 

tourism towards high-quality tourism and how this would impact the territorial layout and 

needs (see also the upcoming conference in Italy); 

2. SDGs in the context of the covid crisis, and now especially focused on targets 3 (Good 

health/Wellbeing), 7 (Clean Energy), 8 (Decent Work/Economic Growth), 9 (Innovation), 11 

(Sustainable Cities), 12 (Responsible Consumption), 13 (Climate Action), 15 (Life on Land), 17 
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(Partnerships). SDG 13 could, again, be the most prominent in reference to the general EU 

goals of becoming climate neutral in 2030; 

3. Sustainable MSP and terrestrial planning in the context of the covid crisis. Thus, the topic is 

devised to satisfy sustainable spatial planning in hinterland and in landlocked regions; 

4. Structural change of regional economies, recovery of deprived regions, as a result of COVID-

19 and structural changes, respectively expected transitions with regard to the energy, climate 

and demographic welfare layout of Europe. 

 

On request of the member states, we have linked these suggested four vertical priorities with the 

development of shrinking rural regions and macro-regions as an important horizontal theme, which 

will further focus the topics mentioned above. 

 

Fig. 2 Topic focus AWP 2021 
 

We have also reserved several thematic lines for the specific or dynamic needs of the ESPON member 

and partner states over time. 

In addition, we browsed the event hosts in the previous outreach periods in order to come up with a 

geographical distribution of the 2020 outreach events as focused and balanced as possible. 
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Table 1 Overview of event hosts in the previous outreach programme 

Country Abb. 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Austria AU   Workshop Workshop 

Belgium BE  Workshop Training Roundtable 

Bulgaria BG    Workshop 

Croatia HR  Training  Roundtable 

Cyprus CY   Workshop  

Czech Republic CZ   Workshop  

Denmark DK   Training  

Estonia EE  Workshop   

Finland FI   Conference  

France FR  Seminar   

Germany DE   Seminar  

Greece EL  Conference   

Hungary HU  Conference   

Ireland IE  Seminar   

Italy IT Conference   Conference 

Latvia LV   Training  

Lithuania LT Seminar   Training 

Luxembourg LU  Workshop   

Malta MT    Roundtable 

The Netherlands NL  Training Conference  

Poland PL     

Portugal PT   Training  

Romania RO   Seminar  

Slovakia SK   Training  

Slovenia SL  Seminar   
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Spain ES  Workshop   

Sweden SE  Seminar  Workshop 

Iceland IS     

Norway NO Workshop    

Switzerland/Liechtenstein CH/LI  Training   

 

 
3. 
Events  
 
3.1.1 
Events to be organised in 2021 

In total we plan to organise (max) 16 events for 2021, in order to keep the pace with our original bid 

to organise 24 events in the first two years, 8 of which were to take place in the year 2020 (and 6 in 

2022). 

We have asked the MC’s/ECP’s of the member and partner states (that did not host in 2020) about 

their preferences and preferred event formats. After several reminders, we have received 13 answers 

although these included 2 member states were already served in 2020 – Italy and Croatia (see the 

attached overview of ESPON TNO interest 2021). For the moment we haven’t programmed these yet. 

But if indeed needed, and if other (non-served) member end partner states do not need for an event 

in 2021, there would be still room to serve these countries in 2021. 

Furthermore, we have divided the new/updated themes amongst the inner circle ECP’s according to 

the following overview 

• Topic 1 (Tourism in post-COVID times) would again be prime led by UniRoma; 

• Topic 2 (SDG) again by UniTartu; 

• Topic 3 (MSP-LSI) again by UGhent; 

because they could build these events on the already extensive Topic Paper with regard to the theme. 

However, there could possibly be a need to update these Topic Papers in regard to the updated needs 

and new ESPON and EU-evidence in this respect. 

Only one Topic Paper would need a new version: Topic 4 (Recovery of deprived regions). This will be 

done by UMS-Riate.  
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3.1.2 
Workplan for 2021 

Against this backdrop and the indicated needs for 2021 by the (in 2020 non-served) ESPON member 

and partner states, we have drafted the following brief overview of the program for 2021: 

• Two events under Topic 1 (of which 2 PLW’s) 

• Two events under Topic 2 (of which 1 Conference and 1 PLW) 

• Three events under Topic 3 (of which 1 Conference, 1 RT and 1 PLW) 

• Four events under Topic 4 (of which 1 Conference, 1 RT, 1 TTE and 1 PLW). 

 

In addition, 1 Roundtable is planned on the specific topic of ‘Quality of Life’ in Slovenia, 1 Peer Learning 

Workshop on the topic of ‘Landscape Transition’ in Portugal and 1 Tool Training Event with regard to 

the TIA tool in the Czech Republic. These will be organised under the prime lead of UniTartu, UGhent 

and UniRoma respectively, in close cooperation with the respective national ECP’s. 

 

Within this preliminary program, there would be still an option to hold 1 additional event under Topic 

1 and 2. Therefore, we have an on-demand capacity of 2 events for 2021 in order to get to the 16 

planned for this year. 

This leads to the following draft outreach event calendar for 2021, and the more detailed fiches for 

each of the events mentioned above. 
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Calendar of the proposed events for 2021 

Topic Country Act Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec  

I 
Iceland 1 Topic 

paper 
(updated) 

 W  Uptake 
Article           

Ireland 2  Pre-event 
brief  W  Uptake 

Article         
 3             

II 

Netherlands 4 
Topic 
paper 
(updated) 

  Pre-event 
brief  W  

Uptake 

Article           

Estonia 5            Pre-event 
brief  C  

Post-event 

brief       
 6                   

III 

Denmark 7 
Topic 
paper 
(updated 

         Pre-event 
brief R Post-event 

brief      
Greece 8     Pre-event 

brief C  
Post-event 

brief            

Romania 9       Pre-event 
brief  W  

Uptake 

Article     

IV 

Poland 10 

Topic 
paper 

      Pre-event 
brief R 

Post-event 

brief           

Norway 11        Pre-event 
brief  W 

Uptake 
Article   

Hungary 12              Pre-event 
brief C  

Post-event 

brief    

Latvia 13 Pre-event 
brief  T 

Uptake 
Article          

V 

Slovenia 14    Pre-event 
brief R 

Post-event 

brief              

Portugal 15     Pre-event 
brief  W Uptake 

Article          

Czech Rep. 16          Pre-event 
brief T Uptake 

Article  
 C   Conference    I Tourism with the impact of COVID 19    

 R   Roundtable    II Sustainable Development Goals   W   Peer Learning Workshop   III MSP-LSI expanded to territorial planning issues   T   Tool Training Event   IV Structural change/recovery regional economies  

      V Reserve    
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3.2 
Activities 

3.2.1 
Activity 1: PLW on Tourism in post-COVID Iceland  

Targeted Areas 

 
 

PLW Landscape heritage and sustainable tourism  

Type of activity: Peer Learning Workshop 

Capacity: Approximately 30+ participants 

Date: 25th of February 2021 

Location: Reykjavik, Iceland, virtual (MS Teams) 

Targeted audience: The event addresses primarily: 
• National and subnational policymakers/council members responsible 

for regeneration strategy at the national and urban level 
• Stakeholders related to real estate sector and tourism sector 

• Academics in geography, regional and urban planning, economics 

In addition, the event is relevant for national and subnational policymakers 
that share a strategic orientation: 
• National and subnational policymakers responsible for regional 
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development strategies 
• Representatives of regional departments on Tourism and Cultural and 

Natural Heritage 

Policy process / policy needs 

IS 
• ENVIRONMENT AND TOURISM POLICY 
 Information on policies and processes in Europe to learn and compare 
MINISTRY FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
Preparation of a national plan for the development of infrastructure to protect natural and cultural heritage 
sites 
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRIES AND INNOVATION  
https://www.government.is/topics/business-and-industry/tourism-in-iceland/ :  
The Icelandic Tourist Board task: regional development, including the development of Destination 
Management Plans in all regions of the country and coordinating the tourist information system 
 

Other policy process 
HR National Spatial Development Plan: Impact of Tourism on Costal Zone, Impact of Cruising Tourism on 
Environment; Panoramed framework 
LV Latvia where the National Values of the Nature evaluation process includes Environment and Tourism 
AT Austrian Spatial Development Concept (ÖREK): Adaptation to the consequences of climate change on 
tourism 
LU Candidacy of the South Region in Biosphere reserve: biodiversity related and industrial CH as potential for 
sustainable tourism 

Targeted ESPON tools and projects 

• ESPON short-term research on Geography of COVID-19 outbreak and first policy answers in European 
regions and cities 

• ESPON TOURISM project Carrying capacity methodology for tourism 
• ESPON HERITAGE project  
• ESPON project BRIDGES Territories with Geographical Specificities (TGS) 
• Landscape tourism potential in Sparsely Populated Areas (SPAs) 

Module 1.2: Sustainable tourism – perspectives and strategies in TGS 
Module 4.1: Biodiversity conservation and sustainable development in TGS 

• ESPON Working paper 2017 Revealing territorial potentials and shaping new policies in specific types of 

territories in Europe 

Other  

•  ESPON Green Infrastructure project 
•  ESPON LinkPAs project: System of Protected areas for territorial development 
 

Description of the event 

This PLW will be part of a road show on Cultural/Natural Heritage as a driver of sustainable development: the 
role of tourism policy in different countries. The roadshow will examine the potential role of tourism within 
the regional development strategy and the weight of tourism as a driver of sustainable development in the 
context of the post-COVID scenario.The goal is to contribute to the design/revision implementation to local 
development strategies in countries and for policymakers involved.This PLW will be organised in Iceland 
depending on the ECPs’ agreement. This workshop responds to the TNO Tourism theme topic paper’s and is 
especially focused on Landscape heritage and Sustainable tourism. 
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Activity 2: PLW on Tourism in post-COVID Ireland  

Targeted Areas 

 
PLW Relation between cultural and tourism activities and rural development 

Type of activity: Peer Learning Workshop 

Capacity: Approximately 30+ participants 

Indication Date: 20th of April 2021 

Location: Dublin, Ireland,  virtual (MS Teams) 

Targeted audience: The event addresses primarily: 
• National and subnational policymakers/council members responsible for 
development strategy at national and regional level 
• Representatives of regional departments on Tourism and CH 
 
• Stakeholders related to cultural and tourism sector; rural development 
• Academics in geography, regional and urban planning, economics 
 

Policy process / policy needs 

IE  
o National Planning Framework - Ireland 2040 

(Topic: Enhanced Amenity & Heritage) 
o Creative Ireland Programme 

Topic: Collaboration – between central and local government, between culture and industry, 
between artists and policymakers – to facilitate an ecosystem of creativity 
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o Action Plan for Rural Development 
Maximising our Rural Tourism and Recreation Potential 

Fostering Culture and Creativity in Rural Communities 
 
IE National Planning Framework - Ireland 2040; topics:  Strengthened rural economies and communities (rural 
tourism..) Enhanced Amenity & Heritage; National Development Plan 2018-2027: Programme of investment 
linked to the 10 strategic outcomes of the NPF (i.e. tourism) Action Plan for Rural Development: Maximising 
our Rural Tourism and Recreation Potential; Creative Ireland Programme: Collaboration – between central 
and local government, between culture and industry, between artists and policymakers – to facilitate an 
ecosystem of creativity 
 

CZ Rural development policy 2021-2027 is at the stage of problem framing: key theme is the development of 
rural areas. Subtopics are human capital, infrastructure and amenities in rural areas, rural economy, the 
quality of environment in rural areas, strategic planning and cooperation for the purpose of the development 
of rural area. 

Targeted ESPON tools and projects 

• ESPON short-term research on Geography of COVID-19 outbreak and first policy answers in European 
regions and cities 
 
• ESPON HERITAGE project  
 
• ESPON TOURISM project Carrying capacity methodology for tourism 
 
• ESPON HERIWELL - Cultural Heritage as a Source of Societal Well-being in European Regions 

(Interim delivery 29/1/2021) What are the differences between the societal impact of cultural heritage in 

different types of territories? 

 
• ESPON ESCAPE European Shrinking Rural Areas Challenges, Actions and Perspectives for Territorial 
Governance 

Description of the event 

This PLW will be part of a roadshow on Cultural/Natural Heritage as a driver of sustainable development: the 
role of tourism policy in different countries. 
The roadshow will examine the potential role of tourism within the regional development strategy and the 
weight of tourism as a driver of sustainable development in the context of the post-COVID scenario. 
The goal is to contribute to the design/revision implementation to local development strategies in countries 
and for policymakers involved. 
This PLW will be organised in Ireland depending on the ECPs’ agreement. 
 
This workshop responds to the TNO Tourism theme topic paper’s and is especially focused on Relation 

between cultural and tourism activities and rural development 
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Activity 3:  

Still open 
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Activity 4: Planning and environment (PLW) 

Targeted Areas 

 

Elaborating and integrating climate-proofing in urbanisation, strategic planning and investing (working 
title)  

Type of activity: Peer Learning Workshop 

Capacity: Approximately 30+ participants 

Indicative Date: 13th of May 2021 

Location: Netherlands, virtual (MS Teams) 

Targeted audience: • Officials exercising executive powers in territorial / regional 
development strategies, planning and governance at the national, 
regional and local level 

• Officials exercising executive powers in sectoral matters at the national, 
regional and local level 

• Elected and unelected officials involved in the governance of functional 
areas, i.e. functional urban, cross-border, transnational and macro-
regional areas 

• Employees of governance and policy implementation structures 
involving two or more countries such as Euroregions, EGTCs, Joint 
Secretariats of Interreg Programmes, cross-border and macro-regional 
associations; inter-municipal and interregional networks 
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• Euroregions, EGTCs, cross-border and transnational associations, 
coordination and steering groups within the governance structures of 
macro-regional strategies 

• City networks; inter-municipal and inter-regional associations 
• Academic networks, Academics in Sustainable Development and Climate 

Change 
 

Policy process / policy needs 

NL 
• NOVI 

o Robust, accessible, climate proof urban and regional areas 
• TNO event in 2021 "especially interfacing planning and environment" 
 
AT 
• ÖREK 

o Adaptation to the consequences of climate change (UHI’s) 
o “Sustainable mobility” – climate-neutral mobility 

IE 
• NATIONAL PLANNING FRAMEWORK 

o National targets for emission reductions 
LT 
• THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR LITHUANIA 2030/2050 

o Localise and integrate SDGs into all territorial planning documents 
 

 
 

Targeted ESPON tools and projects 

• ESPON METRO - The role and future perspectives of Cohesion Policy in the planning of Metropolitan 
Areas and Cities 

• DIGIPLAN - Evaluating Spatial Planning Practices with Digital Plan Data 
• URRUC - Urban-rural connections in non-metropolitan areas 
• ESPON SDG Localising Tool 

 

Description of the event 

The sustainability goals and indicators lead to the question of European diversity. The discussion could be 

shifted to the plurality of cases across the European Union concerning awareness of the Sustainable 

Development Goals and their implementation through integration with their spatial planning.  Political 

culture, social traditions and economic outlook do affect how holistically, comprehensively and systematically 

each country develops its strategic spatial planning.  The sustainable planning framework requires sectoral 

coordination and investments in integrated land-use planning, transport systems and the built environment. 

This workshop responds to the TNO SDG theme topic paper’s thematic cluster of Elaborating and integrating 

climate-proofing in urbanisation, strategic planning and investing and is especially focused on UN SDG 

targets 13 (Climate Action), 9 (Innovation), and 11 (Sustainable Cities). 
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Activity 5: UN Sustainable Development Goals and Regional Restructuring (conference) 

Targeted Areas 

 

UN Sustainable Development Goals and Regional Restructuring (working title)  

Type of activity: Conference 

Capacity: Approximately 100 participants 

Indicative Date: 11-12 October 2021 

Location: Pärnu or Tartu, Estonia (alternative: virtual) 

Targeted audience: • Officials exercising executive powers in territorial / regional 
development strategies, planning and governance at the national, 
regional and local level 

• Officials exercising executive powers in sectoral matters at the national, 
regional and local level 

• Elected and unelected officials involved in the governance of functional 
areas, i.e. functional urban, cross-border, transnational and macro-
regional areas 

• Employees of governance and policy implementation structures 
involving two or more countries such as Euroregions, EGTCs, Joint 
Secretariats of Interreg Programmes, cross-border and macro-regional 
associations; inter-municipal and interregional networks 
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• Euroregions, EGTCs, cross-border and transnational associations, 
coordination and steering groups within the governance structures of 
macro-regional strategies 

• Academic networks, Academics in Sustainable Development and Climate 
Change, Planning for restructuring 

 

Policy process / policy needs 

EE    
• Regional restructuring for sustainable development, green deal, energy transition 
• Regional scenarios for energy transition 
• Just transition - integrated analyses of socio-economic change and potentials for regional 

development in monofunctional energy producing regions 

 
 

 

Targeted ESPON tools and projects 

• ESCAPE - European Shrinking Rural Areas Challenges, Actions and Perspectives for Territorial 

Governance  

• BT2050 - Territorial Scenarios for the Baltic Sea Region 

• T4 - Technological Transformation & Transitioning of Regional Economies 

• Territorial futures - Possible European Territorial Futures 

• LOCATE - Territories and low-carbon economy 

• ReSSI – Regional Strategies for Sustainable and Inclusive Territorial Development 

• ESPON SDG Localising Tool 

 

Description of the event 

The conference will be organised before and in close cooperation with the 2021 Nordic RSA (NoRSA) 

conference held in Pärnu/Tartu on 13 and 14 October 2021.  
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Activity 6: 

Still open 
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Activity 7: Round Table Coastal Planning in the North 

Targeted Areas  

 

Roundtable: Coastal Planning in the North – new governance and planning spaces for sustainable coastal 

development    

Type of activity: Roundtable 

Capacity: 30 participants + 

Indicative Date: 8th of September 2021  

Location: Zoom or on location 

Targeted audience: The Roundtable is a joint ESPON-AESOP event focussed on researchers and 
national, regional and local stakeholders dealing with coastal planning for a 
sustainable and integrated development. In particular, it is relevant for 
actors and interests concerned with: 
 
• Coastal zone planning across governing levels, sectors/themes and 

actors (public, private/civil), mandatory and non-mandatory strategy-
making and planning activities, coordination challenges 

• Climate change, tourism, aquaculture, energy, etc.  
• Transforming local and regional development perspectives, rural as 

well as urban. Reimagining growth and balanced development. 
Protection versus use. Resilience. 
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Policy processes / policy needs 

    
Coastal policy, governance and planning processes in Nordic countries  

 

Targeted ESPON tools and projects 

• MSP-LSI - Maritime spatial planning and land-sea interactions 

• BT2050 - Territorial Scenarios for the Baltic Sea Region 

• ENSURE - EuropeaN Sustainable Urbanisation through port city REgeneration 
• ERMES - European Research for Maritime Eco(nomic) clusterS governance 

• ESPON TOOL - Accessibility by the sea indicators 

• ESPON TOOL - Scenarios for accessibility by the sea, road, rail, air and multimodal 

Description of the event 

The roundtable will be organised with reference to recent research, experiences, interests, and lessons 

learned concerning coastal policy and planning activities in the northern part of Europe. Special attention will 

be given to the emergence of new governance and planning spaces with the attempt to push for a more 

sustainable, balanced, resilient and integrated development in coastal areas. The roundtable is planned to be 

a joint activity between ESPON and AESOP, thereby joining two major policy and planning research 

communities in common discussion over recent trends in coastal planning. 
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Activity 8: Conference on Blue Growth 

Targeted Areas 

 

Conference MSP AtlaNoS (working title)  

Type of activity: Conference 

Capacity: Approximately 100 participants 

Date: 24th of June 2021 

Location: Zoom, Greece 

Targeted audience: • Blue growth stakeholders in aquaculture, coastal tourism, marine 
biotechnology, ocean energy and seabed mining 

• Academics in Marine Knowledge and Coastal protection in the age of 
Climate Change 

• National and subnational policymakers/council members around 
specifically the Ionian Seas and the Mediterranean 
 

In addition, the event is relevant for national and subnational policymakers 
who share a strategic orientation with Marine Spatial Planning, such as: 
• those around the Baltic sea, the Atlantic, North Sea, Adriatic , and 

Black Sea 
• beneficiaries of the European MSP Platform 
• representatives of Port Authorities, Oil and energy companies, Coastal 

tourism and Fisheries 
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Policy process / policy needs 

BG    
• INTEGRATED MARINE POLICY:  

o Integrated analyses of socio-economic activities and potentials for development in the 
coastal areas, the territorial sea and EEZ 

o Info on the development of the maritime sectors of other Black Sea Countries 
o Best practices of Mediterranean or Black Sea basin for an ecologic based approach 

DK    
• NATIONAL PLANNING REPORT 

o Balanced development in coastal areas due to deregulation in the coastal zone  

EL     
• BLUE GROWTH STRATEGY 

o Transport related to insularity challenges and blue growth 

 HR    
• COASTAL & MARINE MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 

o Blue Growth, MSD and LSI interaction coastal landscape 
• PANORAMED Project 

o Maritime transport linked to tourism cruises  
o Integrated coastal and maritime tourism. 
o Innovative and sustainable proposals to extent tourism season 

IE    
• MARINE SPATIAL PLAN 

o Contribute to an effective management of marine activities and use of resources 

NO  
• INTERREG EVALUATION & LEARNING 

o Conceptualise the potentials of land-border ("green") and sea-border ("blue") 
cooperation 

• WHITE PAPER ON NORHERN NORWAY AND THE ARTIC 
o Potential for blue growth in Northern sparsely populated areas 

RO  
• MARINE SPATIAL PLAN OF THE BLACK SEA 

o Refining a methodology and need of support for the Monitoring & Evaluation 
component 

  

Targeted ESPON tools and projects 

• MSP-LSI - Maritime spatial planning and land-sea interactions 

• BT2050 - Territorial Scenarios for the Baltic Sea Region 

• ENSURE - EuropeaN Sustainable Urbanisation through port city REgeneration 
• ERMES - European Research for Maritime Eco(nomic) clusterS governance 

• ESPON TOOL - Accessibility by the sea indicators 

• ESPON TOOL - Scenarios for accessibility by the sea, road, rail, air and multimodal 
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Activity 9: PLW on LSI Terrestrial/Maritime Planning 

Targeted Areas 

 

PLW LSI Terrestrial/Maritime Planning (working title)  

Type of activity: PLW 

Capacity: 30 participants plus 

Indicative Date: 30th of September 2021 

Location: Zoom or on location, Romania (to be decided further) 

Targeted audience: National, subnational and local policymakers who share a strategic 
orientation with Marine and Territorial Spatial Planning, in land sea 
interaction. 
 
In reference to a similar ESPON PLW in Bulgaria, this event could also be 
of prominent interest for stake- and shareholders in Romania and those 
involved in the Danube Macro Region and the MARSPLAN-BS II project. 
 

Policy process / policy needs 
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BG    
• INTEGRATED MARINE POLICY:  

o Integrated analyses of socio-economic activities and potentials for development in the 
coastal areas, the territorial sea and EEZ 

o Info on the development of the maritime sectors of other Black Sea Countries 

o Best practices of Mediterranean or Black Sea basin for an ecologic based approach  
 
 HR    

• COASTAL & MARINE MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 
o Blue Growth, MSD and LSI interaction coastal landscape 

• PANORAMED Project 
o Maritime transport linked to tourism cruises  
o Integrated coastal and maritime tourism. 
o Innovative and sustainable proposals to extent tourism season 

RO  
• MARINE SPATIAL PLAN OF THE BLACK SEA 

o Refining a methodology and need of support for the Monitoring & Evaluation 
component 

  

Targeted ESPON tools and projects 

• MSP-LSI - Maritime spatial planning and land-sea interactions 

• BT2050 - Territorial Scenarios for the Baltic Sea Region 

• ENSURE - EuropeaN Sustainable Urbanisation through port city REgeneration 
• ERMES - European Research for Maritime Eco(nomic) clusterS governance 

• ESPON TOOL - Accessibility by the sea indicators 

• ESPON TOOL - Scenarios for accessibility by the sea, road, rail, air and multimodal 

 

Description of the event 

 
Romania is in progress of elaborating the national maritime spatial plan in accordance with the MSP 
Directive. Bulgaria is also working on their national plan - Romanian and Bulgarian institutions are partners 
in the MARSPLAN-BS II project financed by the European Commission (http://marsplan.ro/en). In reference 
to that, and the outcome and results of the PLW held in Bulgaria in December 2020, with respect to 
pollution in the Black Sea basin, this PLW will be focussed on sharing experiences with regard to the 
integrated terrestrial and maritime spatial planning, with the maximum sustainable impact on both the sea 
and the adjoining coastal and hinterland, in economic, as well as ecologic terms. Focus will be given to the 
objectives of maritime spatial planning, integrated Blue Growth strategies, and to the specific opportunities 
for the Black Sea basins through the process of maritime spatial planning. 
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Activity 10: Roundtable on deprived regions due to new transitions, Poland  

Targeted Areas 

 

RT on deprived regions 

Type of activity: Roundtable 

Capacity: Approximately 30+ participants 

Indicative Date: 4th of June 2021 

Location: Warsaw, Poland, virtual (MS Teams) 

Targeted audience: The event addresses primarily: 
• National and subnational policymakers/council members 
responsible for regeneration strategy at national and urban level 
• Stakeholders related to real estate sector and tourism sector 
• Academics in geography, regional and urban planning, economics 
In addition, the event is relevant for national and subnational policymakers 
that share a strategic orientation: 
• National and subnational policymakers responsible for regional 
development strategies 
• Involved business sector and representatives in deprived regions 
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Policy process / policy needs 

PL The National Strategy of Regional Development: analysis of territorial impact of sectoral policies  
The Strategy for Responsible Development (SRD): a national medium-term strategy, integrated economic, 
social and spatial aspects of development to be revised 2020-2021. 
  

Targeted ESPON tools and projects 

• European Shrinking Rural Areas Challenges, Actions and Perspectives for Territorial Governance (ESCAPE) 

• PROFECY - Inner Peripheries: National territories facing challenges of access to basic services of general 

interest 

• Technological Transformation & Transitioning of Regional Economies 

• YUTRENDS - Youth Unemployment: Territorial Trends and Regional Resilience 

• BRIDGES - Territories with Geographical Specificities 

• ReSSI – Regional Strategies for Sustainable and Inclusive Territorial Development: Regional Interplay and 

EU Dialogue 

• URRUC - Urban-rural connections in non-metropolitan areas 

• TIA Tool  

 

Description of the event 

In line with the ESPON Post-2020 focus on strengthening the recovery and resilience of EU territories from 
the crises by achieving a green transition to climate-neutral economies, round table will focus on 
Silesia (Śląsk), a coal region in Poland with many mines. The polish ministry coordinates a program dedicated 
to Silesia (Śląskie Voivodeship). This is a region that is currently undergoing a major transformation. Silesia is 
one the areas of strategic intervention mentioned in the Strategy for Responsible Development 2030 and 
the National Strategy for Regional Development 2030. The Round table is also meant as a preparation of the  
World City Forum, which is planned to be hosted by the capital of Silesia Katowice, in 2022. 
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Activity 11 - PLW Structural changes and resilience  

Targeted Areas 

  
Structural changes and recovery of Norwegian economies 

Type of activity: Peer learning workshop  

Capacity: Approximately 50 participants 

Indicative Date: 4th of November, 2021  

Location: Zoom 

Targeted audience: • Spatial Planning stakeholders from local/regional spatial planning 
authorities 

• Academics working on rural geography, demography, shrinking 
areas, economics, climate change, cohesion policy  

• National and subnational policymakers working on territorial 
cohesion and development 
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Policy process / policy needs 

NO  
• White paper The business sectors role for thriving and sustainable local communities NoU 
2020:12 
• White paper Norway is at stake – consequences of demographic change in rural areas NoU 
2020:15 
• EU Territorial Agenda 2030 & long term vision for EU rural areas – pilot action 
• Digitalisation of planning processes 

 
SE 

• New coherent rural policy (government proposal to parliament) 
o What to think of when implementing rural policies - Shrinking Regions (cities), 

urban/rural depopulation. 
 
IS 

• Strategic Regional Plan 
o Measurement and or tools to set appropriate specific objects for a variety of regions 

in order to assess impact and further sustainable development, especially in rural 
areas.  

 
  

 
  

Targeted ESPON tools and projects 

• European Shrinking Rural Areas Challenges, Actions and Perspectives for Territorial Governance 

(ESCAPE) 
• PROFECY - Inner Peripheries: National territories facing challenges of access to basic services of general 

interest 

• Technological Transformation & Transitioning of Regional Economies 

• YUTRENDS - Youth Unemployment: Territorial Trends and Regional Resilience 

• BRIDGES - Territories with Geographical Specificities 

• ReSSI – Regional Strategies for Sustainable and Inclusive Territorial Development: Regional Interplay 

and EU Dialogue 

• URRUC - Urban-rural connections in non-metropolitan areas 

• TIA Tool  

  

Description of the event 

In line with the ESPON Post-2020 focus on strengthening the recovery and resilience of EU territories from 

the crises by achieving a green transition to climate-neutral economies, this peer-learning workshop will focus 

on structural changes of Norwegian (rural) regional economies, as a result of different processes such as 

Covid-19 but also as a necessary process of anticipation of expected climate and demographic welfare layout 

of Europe. Norway often considered as a good student in terms of green and digital transition, will be taken 

as a case study to look at challenges and opportunities renewed by the pandemic in terms of jobs, growth but 

also innovation and social well-being.  Disparities among cities and rural areas will have to be discussed and 

a specific attention will be given to lagging regions. Structural changes needed to build more resilient and 

sustainable areas are expected to be discussed.  
 

The focus and specific axes of this workshop will have to be furthered discussed together with Norwegian ECP 

/ MC.  
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Activity 12: Shrinking Areas: challenges and opportunities after the COVID-19 crisis.  

Targeted Areas 

  

Conference: Shrinking Areas: challenges and opportunities after the COVID-19 crisis. 

Type of activity: Conference 

Capacity: Approximately 100 participants 

Indicative Date: 25th of November 2021  

Location: Virtual or in Hungary – tbc  

Targeted audience: • Spatial Planning stakeholders from local / regional spatial planning 
authorities 

• Academics working on rural geography, demography, shrinking areas, 
economics, climate change, cohesion policy and sanitary questions  

• National and subnational policymakers working on territorial cohesion 
and development 

Policy process / policy needs 

HU     
• Support for lagging regions 

o Territorial evidence supporting the reformulation of categories and types of territories 
(urban-rural, lagging districts) 
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• Revision of the Territorial Development Concept 

 
PL   

• The National Strategy of Regional Development 
• 16 regional development strategies  

 
DE 

• Lagging behind in the urban rural perspective 
o What, how, could or should regional policy look like to guarantee long term 

developments especially in rural regions  
BE 

• Vision 2050: a long-term strategy for Flanders 
o sets out a vision for an inclusive, open, resilient, and internationally connected 

region   
IE 

• National Planning Framework - Ireland 2040 
o Strengthened rural economies and communities 

• Action Plan for Rural Development 
 

IT 
• National Planning Framework - Ireland 2040 

o Strengthened rural economies and communities 
• Action Plan for Rural Development 

 

  

 
 

Targeted ESPON tools and projects 

• ESCAPE - European Shrinking Rural Areas Challenges, Actions and Perspectives for Territorial 

Governance  

• PROFECY - Inner Peripheries: National territories facing challenges of access to basic services of general 

interest 

• YUTRENDS - Youth Unemployment: Territorial Trends and Regional Resilience 

• ERTF - Possible European Territorial Futures 

• ReSSI – Regional Strategies for Sustainable and Inclusive Territorial Development: Regional Interplay 

and EU Dialogue 

• CE FLOWS – Spatial dynamics and integrated territorial development scenarios for the functional area 

of Central Europe 

 

Description of the event 

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought new challenges to the whole Europe, but what about shrinking regions 

and rural regions, already facing a demographic decline? The crisis will have both sanitary and territorial 

impacts. Across Europe and within countries, regions and cities won’t be hit with the same intensity. 

Depending on the local capacities of healthcare systems, on the resilience of local public services and on local 

initiatives, impacts will be mitigated more or less rapidly.  

 
In continuity with the ESPON ESCAPE project this conference will look at Hungarian rural shrinking areas as 

well as comparable European areas facing the same difficulties. It will also be in line with the European Rural 

development initiative that is expected to “set out a vision for the future of rural areas by 2040 and […]  will 
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also explore innovative, inclusive and sustainable solutions in the light of climate and digital transformation 

and the COVID-19 crisis.”  

 

Debates and presentations will result in recommendations on what actions should be taken and long-term 

strategies in these areas to make their economies more resilient. Both structural and conjunctural aspects 

and trends will have to be explored both in terms of impacts and in terms of opportunities (such as the 

sanitary crisis, the green and digital transition, and migration flows).  

 

The focus and specific axes of this workshop will have to be further discussed together with the Hungarian  

ECP/MC.   
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Activity 13 – TIA Tool Training Deprived Regions 

Targeted Areas 

  
Peer-learning Workshop – TIA TOOL Training  

Type of activity: Tool Training Event  

Capacity: Approximately 50 participants 

Date: 25th of March, 2021  

Location: Zoom 

Targeted audience: The event addresses primarily: 
• National, subnational and local policymakers in territorial development 

and spatial planning interested in comparative approaches with other 
European territories  

• Managing Authorities for European Funds (ERDF, INTERREG 
programmes…) 

 
Secondarily :  

• European Institutions 
• Lobbies and NGOs   

 
 

 

Policy process / policy needs 
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  LV  

• Regional Policy Guidelines  
 

RO  
• TIA of investment programs 

 
 
PL 

• The National Strategy of Regional Development 
o analysis of territorial impact of sectoral policies (health, transport, energy and 

environment) 
 
IS 

• Strategic Regional Plan 
o Measurement and/or tools to set appropriate specific objects for variety of regions in 

order to assess impact and further sustainable development, especially in rural areas. 
 

AT  
• Strategy for Adaptation to Climate Change 

o Relation between blue growth and governance of city ports with regards to their 
impact on sustainability, land-sea integration 

 
(non-exhaustive)  
  

 
  

Targeted ESPON tools and projects 

• TIA Tool  

 

Description of the event 

The event will introduce web applications that can be used by governments at all levels to assess possible 

territorial impacts of EU Legislations, Policies and Directives (LPDs).  

 

Draft agenda: 

1. TIA tools : an introduction on the TIA approach  (Project Contractor) 

2. Introduction to the ESPON TIA tool : uses and specificities (Interactive testing of the tool on a sample 

region(s), tips and tricks) (Tool designer)  

3. Feedback and short presentations from TIA users  

4. Exchanges – Q & A  
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Activity 14: Quality of Life (RT) 

Targeted Areas 

 

Quality of Life and Sustainable Development (working title)  

Type of activity: Roundtable 

Capacity: Approximately 30+ participants 

Indicative Date: 29th of April 2021 

Location: Slovenia, virtual (MS Teams) 

Targeted audience: • Officials exercising executive powers in territorial / regional 
development strategies, planning and governance at the national, 
regional and local level; 

• Officials exercising executive powers in sectoral matters at  the national, 
regional and local level; 

• Elected and unelected officials involved in the governance of functional 
areas, i.e. functional urban, cross-border, transnational and macro-
regional areas; 

• Employees of governance and policy implementation structures 
involving two or more countries such as Euroregions, EGTCs, Joint 
Secretariats of Interreg Programmes, cross-border and macro-regional 
associations; inter-municipal and interregional networks; 

• Euroregions, EGTCs, cross-border and transnational associations, 
coordination and steering groups within the governance structures of 
macro-regional strategies; 

• City networks; inter-municipal and inter-regional associations; 
• Academic networks, Academics in Sustainable Development and 

Climate Change. 
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Policy process / policy needs 

SL 
• TNO event in 2021 with remark "QoL is specific topic of SI Presidency to the EC. ESPON policy brief is going 
to be prepared. A presentation of approaches towards accessing or measuring well-being in national 
/regional context would be beneficial" 

 
 

Targeted ESPON tools and projects 

• ESPON QoL – Quality of Life Measurements and Methodology 

• ESPON HERIWELL - Cultural Heritage as a Source of Societal Well-being in European Regions 

Description of the event 

Rapid urbanisation, agglomeration and population growth are usually outpacing the infrastructure, service 

provision and sustainable ways of living. The transition to sustainable urban growth can only be successful if 

the quality of life of the entire urban community is improved. Sustainability measures should encompass an 

inclusive approach. 

 

This workshop is especially focused on UN SDG targets 3 (Good health/wellbeing) and 13 (Climate Action). 



Annual Work Plan 2021 // Transnational Outreach D2 

// 37 
 

Activity 15: PLW Landscape Transition (Portugal) 

Targeted Areas 

 
 

Landscapes in Transition  

Type of activity: Peer Learning Workshop 

Capacity: Approximately 30+ participants 

Indicative Date: 27th of May 

Location: Zoom  

Targeted audience: • Officials exercising executive powers in territorial / regional 
development strategies, planning and governance at F; 

• Officials exercising executive powers in sectoral matters at the national, 
regional and local level; 

• Elected and unelected officials involved in the governance of functional 
areas, i.e. functional urban, cross-border, transnational and macro-
regional areas; 

• Employees of governance and policy implementation structures 
involving two or more countries such as Euroregions, EGTCs, Joint 
Secretariats of Interreg Programmes, cross-border and macro-regional 
associations; inter-municipal and interregional networks; 

• Euroregions, EGTCs, cross-border and transnational associations, 
coordination and steering groups within the governance structures of 
macro-regional strategies; 

• City networks; inter-municipal and inter-regional associations; 
• Academic networks, Academics in Sustainable Development and 

Climate Change. 
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Policy process / policy needs 

PT 
• The event is linked to the renewed territorial agenda 2030, of which this topic is led by the Portuguese 
Ministry for the Environment and Climate Action 

 
 

Targeted ESPON tools and projects 

• ESPON Compass – Territorial Governance and Spatial Planning 

• ESPON GRETA -Green Infrastructure 

• ESPON European Territorial Reference Framework 

• ESPON ESCAPE -European Shrinking Rural Areas Challenges 

• ESPON ReSSI 

• ESPON LinkPas 

• ESPON HYPER Atlas 3.0 

 

Description of the event 

Landscape Transition focuses on integrated climate change adaptation and environmental, social, and 
economic resilience, through planning and design for new landscapes, decreasing the risk and the effects of 
extreme events as severe wildfires, loss of biodiversity and reduction in land productivity. This involves 
integrating climate change adaptation and territorial resilience, fostering ecosystem services and the green 
economy, mobilising endogenous resources and improving natural capital valorisation and building innovative 
processes of governance and stakeholder engagement. 
  
Linking to the renewed Territorial Agenda 2030 and to its pilot action ‘Climate change adaptation and 
resilience through landscape transition’, led by the Portuguese Ministry for the Environment and Climate 
Action, stresses the importance of well-functioning and resilient ecosystems for the adaptation of the impact 
of climate change, and the essential role of integrated management and cooperation beyond administrative 
boundaries, also meeting the EU initiative Long-term Vision for Rural Areas. 
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Activity 16: Tool Training Event Czech Republic 

Targeted Areas 

 
PLW Relation between cultural and tourism activities and rural development 

Type of activity: Tool Training Event 

Capacity: Approximately 30+ participants 

Indication Date: 4th of November 2021 

Location: Prague, Czech Republic, in presence/virtual (MS Teams) 

Targeted audience: The event addresses primarily: 
• National and subnational policymakers/council members responsible 

for development strategy at national and regional level 

• Representatives of regional departments  
• Academics in geography, regional and urban planning, economics 

 

Policy process / policy needs 

 
CZ Rural development policy 2021-2027 is at the stage of problem framing: key theme is the development 
of rural areas. Subtopics are human capital, infrastructure and amenities in rural areas, rural economy, the 
quality of environment in rural areas, strategic planning and cooperation for the purpose of the 
development of rural areas. 
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In this the TIA tool has become appropriate in CZ in connection with the preparation of the new 
programming period. As such the Czech participants have real interest mainly at the national level and a bit 
at regional level too. 
 
 

Targeted ESPON tools and projects 

The event will introduce web applications of the TIA Tool  

 
 
 

Description of the event 

The event will introduce web applications that can be used by governments at all levels to assess possible 

territorial impacts in reference to the preparation of the new programming period . 

 

Draft agenda: 

1. TIA tools : an introduction on the TIA approach 

2. Introduction to the ESPON TIA tool : uses and specificities (Interactive testing of the tool on a sample 

region(s), tips and tricks)  

3. Feedback and short presentations from TIA users  

4. Exchanges – Q & A 
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4. 
Additional activities in 2021 
 
 
As in 2020, the events will not only be accompanied by the event briefs and papers, but also by 

territorial fiches. These will feed into further territorial (background) knowledge of ESPON evidence 

for the various events. The territorial fiches will mainly comprise of maps of (for the relevant member 

states) ESPON evidence, with a short description of the main features/conclusions with regard to the 

theme or topic, and a short benchmark in reference to neighbouring or other regions/member states. 

To gain comparable insights, the territorial fiches will be drafted by the middle circle ECPs in close 

cooperation with the lead contractor (UGhent) and the involved national ECP, on topics decided by the 

involved MC by mutual agreement. 

In this way, we have delivered the following 14 territorial fiches in 2020. UGhent has created the  

Switzerland fiche in name of ZRC-SAZU; UniTartu has created the Estonian fiche in name of Unak, the 

rest have been delivered by AAU (4 fiches), Unilux, Unak and ZRC-SAZU (each 2 fiches), and PBL and 

BBSR (each 1 fiche).  

 
Fig. 4 Territorial fiches delivered in 2020 

 

For 2021 we plan to deliver 6 additional territorial fiches, delivering at least the fiches for Iceland (by 
Unak) and Slovenia (by ZRC-SAZU) in the first half of 2021. The Slovenian fiche will be included in 
their proposed action plan 21 with regard to Quality of Life as the preparation for the EU presidency 
in the second half of 2021 and therefore will focus on not only the country itself, but including its 
direct surroundings for that purpose. Moreover, we have discussed with the EGTC that it would also 
be possible that the prospective territorial fiches can be dedicated to each of the 4 macro-regions in 
particular; e.g. the Baltic Sea Region, Alpine Region, Adriatic-Ionian Region, and the Danube Region. 
In this respect Romania has asked for a Macro-regional fiche on the Danube region. This fiche will not 
be composed in cooperation with the involved ECP’s and MC’s only, but also in consultation with the 
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EUSDR Strategy Point and where necessary, relevant EUSDR PACs and the Joint Secretariat of the 
Danube Programme 
 

 

Next to that we have an on-demand capacity for 3 more additional territorial/macro-region fiches in 

2021. These fiches need then to be drafted on request and in close cooperation with the involved 

member and/or partner states by PBL and/or BBSR (each 2 fiches) under the lead of UGhent. 

Provider Country Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Country fiches              
Unak Iceland             

SRC-SAZU Slovenia             
Macro-Region 

fiches 
             

BBSR Danube              
PBL open 

 
              

BBSR open                 

Unilux open                    
Fig. 5 Territorial fiches planned for in 2021 

 

In addition, we have delivered 4 post-event briefs in 2020 (for the Roundtable in Belgium by UniTartu 

(on behalf of Unak), for the PLW in Sweden by Unilux, for the PLW in Croatia by AAU and for the 

Conference in Italy by PBL). For 2021 and according to the draft calendar, we plan to deliver 6 more in 

2021 as a result of the 3 planned Conferences and 3 Round Tables in this coming year. These will be 

done by: 

- BBSR for the Conference in Estonia and the Conference in Greece 

- PBL for the Roundtable in Poland and in Denmark 

- Unilux for the Roundtable in Slovenia 

- Unak for the Conference in Hungary 

For each of the other events the inner circle ECP’s will deliver uptake articles (for the format of these 

post-event briefs and uptake articles, see AWP 2020). 

 

This results in the following overview of delivered/planned for additional activities in 2020/2021: 

 
 
 
 
 

  2020-activities 2021 planned activities  
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Post-event 
briefs 

Territorial 
fiches 

Uptake 
articles 

Post-event 
briefs 

Territorial 
fiches 

Uptake 
articles 

AAU 1 4      
UniLux 1 2   1 1  
PBL 1 1   2 1  
Unak   2   1 1  
BBSR   1   2 2  
SAZU   2    1  
Tartu  1 1 2   2 
Riate     1   2 
UniRoma         2 
UGent  1 1   2 
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5. 
Annex  
 
5.1 
Annex A: Consortium partners 

 
Leading or Inner circle ECPs 

• Gent University (Luuk Boelens, Tom Goosse) 

• University of Tartu (Garri Raagma, Ingmar Pastak) 

• University Paris Diderot (Renaud Le Goix, Anne-Gaëlle Boisson) 

• University of Rome Tor Vergata (Maria Prezioso, Angela d’Orazio) 

Contributing or Middle circle ECPs 

• Aalborg University (Carsten Jahn Hansen) 

• University of Luxembourg (Birte Nienaber, Estelle Evrard, Jutta Bissinger) 

• PBL Netherlands (David Evers) 

• University of Akureyri Research (Gretar bo Eyborsson) 

• Centre of the Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts (Janez Nared) 

• Federal Institute for Research on Building (BBSR) (Volker Schmidt-Siewert) 

Supporting or Outer circle ECPs 

• All the other ECPs 

• LGI (Flora Errecart) 
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5.2 
Annex B: Interest ECP/MC’s 2021 
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5.3 
Annex C: Script AWP TNO 2021 

Tourism in Post-COVID Times 
Content Lead: UniRoma (Maria Prezioso / Angela D’Orazio) 
Involved ECPs: IS (Gretar Eythorson)/IR (Caroline Craemer) 
 
Topic paper adaptations 

Date Action Involved partner 

15-01-2021  Concept Topic Paper     UniRoma 
22-01-2021   Final layout      LGI 
29-01-2021   Final translation to the three events  UniRoma 
 
Activity 1: PLW Iceland (25-02-2021) 

Date Action Involved partner 

20-12-20  Concept programme,    UniRoma/Unak 
06-01-21  Invitations keynote(s) / speakers  UniRoma/Unak 
24-01-21  Final programme, save the date   UniRoma/Unak 
   List of invitees     UniRoma/Unak 
31-01-21  Pre-event brief     UniRoma 
07-02-21   Final layout     LGI 
11-02-21  Sending reminder / including   LGI   
   concept paper 
18-02-21  Final reminder     LGI 
25-02-21  Event      All 
until end Feb  Uptake Article     UniRoma 
 
Activity 2: PLW Ireland (20-04-21) 

Date Action Involved partner 

01-03-21  First proposal PLW    UniRoma/Creamer 
10-03-21  Pre-event brief     UniRoma 
12-03-21 Final list of invitations     UGent / CISD / EGTC 
16-03-21  Sending 1st invitation / multimedia /  LGI   
   save the date 
30-03-21  Final Pre-event brief    UniRoma/LGI 
02-04-21  Final reminder     LGI 
20-04-21  Event      All 
until end April  Uptake article     UniRoma 
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Sustainable Development Goals  
Content Lead: UniTartu (Garri Raagma / Ingmar Pastak) 
Involved ECPs: NL (David Evers)/ES-MC 
 
Topic paper 

Date Action Involved partner 

31-01-2021  Adapted Topic Paper     UniTartu…  
14-02-2021   Final layout      LGI 
28-02-2021   Final translation to the three events:   UniTartu 
 
Activity 4: PLW, Netherlands (indicative date 06-05-21) 

Date Action Involved partner 

22-03-21  Concept programme    NL-MC / UniTartu / 
29-03-21  List of invitees     NL-MC / UniTartu / 
30-03-21  Save the date     LGI 
19-04-21  Pre-event brief     UniTartu / NL-MC 
20-04-21  Invitations/save the date   UniTartu / NL-ECP / LGI 
31-01-21  Reminder     LGI 
10-02-21  Final programme    BE-MC / UniTartu / UGent 
26-04-21  Final layout     LGI 
   Interpreters EN/NL/FR (?)   LGI 
10-05-21  Final invitation / multimedia   LGI 
   Incl. final topic paper & pre-event brief  Unitartu 
13-05-21  Event      All  
20-05-21  Uptake article     UniTartu / LGI 
 
Activity 5: UN-conference Estonia (11-12 October 21) 

Date Action Involved partner 

17-08-21  Final proposal pre-event   UniTartuc / EGTC 
   Preliminary list of invitees   UniTartu / ES -MC/EGTC 
20-08-21  Pre-event brief / Save the date   UniTartu / LGI 
27-08-21  Final list of invitations     UniTartu / SL-ECP 
04-09-21  Final layout     LGI 
   Sending 1st invitation / multimedia  LGI 
September  Logistics Venue     LGI 
25-09-21  Final programme    UniTartu / ES -MC / EGTC 
29-09-21  Final reminder     LGI 
11-10-21  Event      All 
Until end October Post-event Brief     BBSR 
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Sustainable MSP-LSI Territorial Planning  
Content Lead: UGhent (Luuk Boelens / Tom Goosse) 
Involved ECPs: DK (Carl Jahn Hansen)/EL (Dimitros Kalabakis)/RO (Amalia Virdol) 
 
Topic paper 

Date Action Involved partner 

21-02-2021   Concept Topic Paper  Adapted  UGhent  
06-03-2021   Final layout      LGI 
13-03-2021  Final translation to the two events  UGhent 
 
Activity 7: RT Denmark Nordregio (08-09-21) 

Date Action Involved partner 

26-06-21  Final proposal RT    UGhent/ECP-DK 
02-08-21  Pre-event brief     UGhent 
04-08-21  Pre-invitations     EGTC/ UniRoma/ LGI 
   Save the date 
16-08-21  Final list of invitations + pre-event brief  UGhent/ECP-DK 
23-08-21  Sending 1st invitation / multimedia  LGI 
August   Logistics venue     LGI 
03-09-21  Final programme    UGhent/ECP-DK 
06-09-21  Final reminder     LGI 
08-09-21  Event      All 
18-09-21  Post-event brief     PBL 
 
Activity 8: Conference Greece Blue Growth, (indicative date 24-06-21) 

Date Action Involved partner 

19-04-21  Concept programme    UGhent/ECP EL / EGTC 
   Explorations venues, save the date  LGI 
03-05-21  Invitations keynote(s) / speakers  UGhent/ECP EL 
12-05-21  Final programme    UGhent / ECP EL / EGTC 
   List of invitees     UGhent / ECP EL / LGI 
20-05-21  Final layout     LGI 
   Sending 1st invitation / multimedia  LGI 
May   logistics venue     LGI 
   Interpreters Greek-English/moderator  LGI 
11-06-21  Final reminder     LGI 
   including event brief + final programme 
18-06-21  Final attendees list    LGI 
24-06-21  Event      All 
until end June  Post-Event Brief     BBSR 
 
Activity 9: PLW, Romania (indicative date 30-09- 21) 

Date Action Involved partner 

03-08-21  Concept programme    Ughent/ECP-RO 
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10-08-21  List of invitees     Ughent/ECP-RO  
14-08-21  Save the date     LGI 
19-08-21  Pre-event brief     UniTartu / NL-MC 
20-08-21  Invitations/save the date   Ughent/ECP-RO / LGI 
31-08-21  Reminder     LGI 
10-09-21  Final programme    Ughent/ECP-RO 
26-09-21  Final layout     LGI 
   Interpreters EN/NL/FR (?)   LGI 
27-09-21  Final invitation / multimedia   LGI 
   Incl. final topic paper & pre-event brief  Ughent 
30-09-21  Event      All  
13-10-21  Uptake article     Ughent / LGI 
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Deprived Regions 
Content Lead: UMSRiate (Renaud Le Goix / Anne Gaëlle Boussion) 
Involved ECPs: NO/Hu/LT 
 
Topic paper 

Date Action Involved partner 

31-01-2021   Concept Topic Paper     UMSRiate…  
14-02-2021   Final layout      LGI 
28-02-2021  Final translation to the three events  UMSRiate 
 
Activity 10: Roundtable Poland (indicative date 04-07-21) 

Date Action Involved partner 

22-03-21  Final proposal RT    UniRoma/ECP-PL 
29-03-21  Pre-event brief     UniRoma 
02-04-21  Pre-invitations     EGTC/ UniRoma/ LGI 
   Save the date 
23-04-21  Final list of invitations + pre-event brief  UniRoma/ECP-PL 
03-05-21  Sending 1st invitation / multimedia  LGI 
May   Logistics venue     LGI 
   Interpreters EN-BU/RO    LGI 
17-05-21  Final programme    UniRoma/ECP-PL 
18-05-21  Final reminder     LGI 
04-07-21  Event      All 
18-07-21  Post-event brief     PBL 
  
 
Activity 11: Peer Learning Norway (indicative date 27-10-21) 

Date Action Involved partner 

19-09-21 Concept programme    UMSRiate / NO-MC /    
                             EGTC 

23-09-21  List of invitees, save the date   UMSRiate / NO-MC /    
                                                                EGTC / LGI    
30-09-21  Pre-event brief     UMSRiate 
07-10-21  Invitations     UMSRiate / LGI 
14-10-21  Reminder     LGI 

   Final programme    UMSRiate / MT-NO /  
         EGTC 
20-10-21  Final layout     LGI 

   Final invitation / multimedia   LGI 
27-10-21  Event      All 
04-11-21  Uptake article     UMSRiate / LGI 
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Activity 12: Conference Hungary (indicative date 25-11-21) 

Date Action Involved partner 

20-09-21  Concept programme    UmsRiate/ECP-HU/ EGTC 
   Explorations venues, save the date  LGI 
03-10-21  Invitations keynote(s) / speakers  UmsRiate/ECP-HU 
14-10-21  Final programme    UmsRiate/ECP-HU/ EGTC 
   List of invitees     UmsRiate/ECP-HU / LGI 
21-10-21  Final layout     LGI 
   Sending 1st invitation / multimedia  LGI 
October  logistics venue     LGI 
   Interpreters ?/moderator   LGI/UmsRiate 
12-11-21  Final reminder     LGI 
   including event brief + final programme 
19-11-21  Final attendees list    LGI 
25-11-21  Event      All 
until end November Post-Event Brief     Unak 
 
Activity 13: TTE Latvia (25-03-21) 

Date Action Involved partner 

15-02-21 Concept programme    UMSRiate / LT-ECP /    
                       EGTC 

22-02-21  List of invitees, save the date   UMSRiate / LT-ECP /      
26-02-21  Pre-event brief     UMSRiate 
05-03-21  Invitations     UMSRiate / LGI 
19-03-21  Reminder     LGI 

   Final programme    UMSRiate / LT-ECP   
25-03-21  Event      All 
02-04-21  Uptake article     UMSRiate / LGI 
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On-demand slots 
 
Content Lead: UniTartu (Garri Raagma / Ingmar Pastak) 
Involved ECPs: SL (Tomaz Miklavic) 
 
Activity 14: RT Quality of Life (indicative date 29-04-21) 

Date Action Involved partner 

18-02-21  Final proposal RT    UniTartu/ECP-SL/UGhent 
05-03-21  Pre-event brief     UniTartu 
12-03-21  Pre-invitations     EGTC/ UniRoma/ LGI 
   Save the date 
19-03-21  Final list of invitations + pre-event brief  UniTartu/ECP-SL 
26-03-21  Sending 1st invitation / multimedia  LGI 
March   Logistics venue     LGI 
20-04-21  Final programme    UniTartu/ECP-SL 
22-04-21  Final reminder     LGI 
29-04-21  Event      All 
18-05-21  Post-event brief     Unilux 
 
 
Content Lead: UGent (Luuk Boelens, Tom Goosse) 
Involved ECPs: PT (Marta Magelhaes) 
 
Activity 15: PLW Landscape Transition (indicative date 27-05-21) 

Date Action Involved partner 

23-04-21  Final proposal PLW    UGhent/ECP PT 
30-04-21  Pre-event brief     UGhent 
30-04-21  Pre-invitations     EGTC/UGhent/ LGI 
   Save the date 
07-05-21  Final list of invitations + pre-event brief  UGhent/ECP-PT 
14-05-21  Sending 1st invitation / multimedia  LGI 
May 21   Logistics venue     LGI 
20-05-21  Final programme    UGhent/ECP-PT 
21-05-21  Final reminder     LGI 
27-05-21  Event      All 
05-06-21  Uptake article     UGhent 
 
Content Lead: UniRoma (Maria Prezioso / Angela D’Orazio) 
Involved ECPs: CR : Lubor Fridrich 
 
Activity 16: TTE Czech Republic (indicative date 04-11-21) 

Date Action Involved partner 

22-08-21  Final proposal PLW    UniRoma/ECP-CZ 
29-08-21  Pre-event brief     UniRoma 
02-09-21  Pre-invitations     EGTC/UniRoma/LGI 
   Save the date 
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23-09-21  Final list of invitations + pre-event brief  UniRoma/ECP-CZ 
03-10-21  Sending 1st invitation / multimedia  LGI 
October  Logistics venue     LGI 
17-10-21  Final programme    UniRoma/ECP-CZ 
18-10-21  Final reminder     LGI 
04-11-21  Event      All 
18-11-21  Uptake article     UniRoma 
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