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The ESPON TOWN project estimates that As an overall approach, the TOWN be attracted by bigger metropolitan areas,

Rationale
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about 8,350 urban settlements can be
classified as small and medium sized
towns (SMSTs), based on the range of
population between 5.000 and 50.000
inhabitants and with a density of population

pp ,
project argues that SMSTs have their own
specific ‘urban’ capital and related
territorial potentials that root global
dynamics in specific spatial contexts in
which the economic dynamics are largely

y gg p ,
and boosting the specific potentialities of
territories.

Within this perspective, the scope of the
international workshop is two-fold:

between 300 and 1500 inhabitants/sqkm
(TOWN Interim report, p. 40). The adoption
of these criteria, albeit not shared across
Europe, has allowed the TOWN project to
estimate that overall about 27% of the EU

underpinned by a complex interplay of
internal and external forces. Therefore,
SMSTs are strongly influenced by their
regional context but at the same time can
also exhibit different spatial performances

international workshop is two-fold:
First, it aims to discuss some preliminary

findings. The different spatial
performances that characterise SMSTs
across Europe and in particular in the case
study areas will be combined to provide anpopulation live in SMSTs while about

19% in very small towns (below 5.000
inhabitants).

The term SMSTs does not immediately

and specific territorial identities from their
regional surroundings.

Evidence shows that SMSTs are rooted in
local specificities and existing territorial

study areas will be combined to provide an
overview of different policy issues that
emerged from the analysis.

Second, the workshop will use the
findings as a starting point for further
discussions with stakeholders and policyy

constitute a coherent category or object
of study, as it covers a wide variety of
situations across Europe. Therefore, while
there is a tacit recognition that such
towns are important within European urban
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capital, which becomes vulnerable if not
well supported by tailored policies, in
particular during and after periods of crisis,
which have affected in different way these
specific urban areas. Therefore, paying

discussions with stakeholders and policy
makers from different EU regions. The
various regional and national cases will
provide different perspectives and
approaches while indicating good
practices difficulties and futurep p

(and rural-urban) systems for the role that
they play in their localities, their impact,
functions and status remain shrouded in
ambiguity.
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specific attention to SMSTs could offer
opportunities to increase the resilience of
territories facing global economic trends,
retaining population that otherwise would

practices, difficulties and future
opportunities.



09:00 – 09:30 - welcome

Programme

Frank Moulaert (KU Leuven) - ‘Out-of-town’

09:30  - 10:00 – Introduction
Loris Servillo (KU Leuven) 

13.30 - 14:00 – policy issues
Rob Atkinson (UWE) 

Policy issues across EU: evidences from case studies
( )

Introduction and aim of the IW

10.00 - 10.30 – Performances
Abdel-Illah Hamdouch (Tours Univ.) / Ian Smith (UWE)

14.00 - 15:30 – Policy perspectives
Langhe e Roero (It): Mauro Carbone (Tourism Agency)
France: Priscilla De Roo (DATAR)
Slovenia: Ministry of infrastructure and spatial planningAbdel Illah Hamdouch (Tours Univ.) / Ian Smith (UWE)

Performances across EU: common challenges?

10.30 - 12:30 – Towns in perspective
Scotland (Uk) - Cliff Hague (BESF)

Slovenia: Ministry of infrastructure and spatial planning 
(TBC)
EU perspective: Committee of Regions (TBC)

15:30  - 16.00 – Conclusive remarksScotland (Uk) Cliff Hague (BESF)
Flanders (Be) - Joris Scheers (Ministry of  policy affairs)
Cyprus - Phaedon Enotiades (Ministry of Interior)
Alba (It) - Cristiana Cabodi (Officinaterritorio)
EU perspective Christian Svanfeldt (DG Regio)

Peter Melhbye (ESPON) 
ESPON and its contribution to the policy agenda

Loris Servillo (KU Leuven)
Lesson learned from the workshopEU perspective – Christian Svanfeldt (DG Regio) Lesson learned from the workshop
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