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TERMS OF REFERENCE 

 

ESPON Project 4.1: 

ESPON – DATA NAVIGATOR  

1. Introduction 

As set out in section III.4 of the ESPON programme document 1, it will be a priority to put in 

place the scientific and technical infrastructure to facilitate the gathering, processing and 

analysis of the statistical and geographical information and other quantitative indicators 

emanating from the respective research themes of the Trans-national Project Groups (TPG); 

polycentrism, the territorial impacts of transport policy, the environment, rural development 

policy and the like. The work of the TGP’s will culminate in the setting up of an ESPON 

Geographical Information System to manage and exploit the considerable volume of data and 

maps being used in as well as resulting from the projects. 

The ESPON programme will include a number of coordination tasks to ensure the smooth 

running of this pan-European exercise. It will entail a close liaison with a range of national and 

European bodies as well as the TPGs, with the aim of bringing together a common operational 

framework for their respective provision of territorially relevant data in accordance with the 

overall work programme. 

In this context, the Data Navigator projects aim to create an brief overview, a short handbook, 

covering national and regional as well as European and transnational level, which can give 

information on the principal sources, contact points, structures and links, which offer potential 

support to the tasks of the ESPON. Based on a number of similar inventories the intention is to 

establish a framework of basic information helping the Lead Partners as well as their project 

partners within the TPG’s to rapidly identify those entities, which can provide relevant datasets 

and maps required for their respective fields of work. 

In order to keep the work as a handbook, not a hand library, the descriptions ought to be very 

brief. Especially useful is the institutional references to data producing agencies. The problem 

with the themes to be covered is of course that concerning most of the themes there are no 

harmonised statistics at the international level (take for instance "cultural sites"). Harmonised 

statistics are already aggregated by Eurostat, etc.. Other data indicated by the Data Navigator 

may need to be harmonised or may only be available for some countries. The Data Navigator 

may point out the variety of ways to produce statistics in the countries. So the handbook could 

also be a source of inspiration. The variety of statistics produced across Europe might include 

interesting hints concerning the conceptualisation of various matters in the different countries.  

The different ways of constructing statistics in the various countries and the different themes 

covered is a very interesting result in itself. Thus, the benefits of such a work would not only be 

to guide users of the handbook to existing sources of information in order to get comparable 
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illustrations, but to guide users into the variety of approaches and ways of structuring society by 

statistics. Another matter of interest is of course how statistics are normally used in every 

country.  

It is important to note that the geographical scope of the Data Navigator project will include the 

existing 15 Member States of the European Union, the accession candidates (including Turkey) 

as well as neighbouring countries (Island, Norway, Switzerland and the EuroMed-countries).  

 

2. Content of the Data Navigator 

The end result of the Data Navigator will be a handbook which supports the search for relevant 

territorial data and maps across Europe. It will be elaborated as a compilation of 19 inventories, 

one from each of the 15 Member States, an input covering the European and transnational 

level, and three inputs dealing with relevant data in accession and neighbouring countries, 

covering countries in the north and north-east of Europe, covering countries in the south-east, 

and one covering the Mediterranean basin. In order to ensure comparable information, and 

make aggregation to European wide scale feasible, all inventories will follow the same 

questionnaire.    

Each inventory shall follow the questionnaire on access to territorially relevant data included as 

annex I. The identification of principal datasets relevant for territorial development and spatial 

planning included in the questionnaire is based on the main datasets available at European 

level (principally through Eurostat). In addition, variables and indicators envisaged as 

constituting core elements, in terms of data and maps, within the respective research themes 

(to be undertaken by the Trans-national Project Groups) are included as well.  

As a guideline, the reference scale for the work will be preferably 1:100,000 for geographic 

datasets and NUTS 2, preferable level 3 (but also level 2), for statistics. In particular cases, data 

will relate to other geographical levels (e.g. municipalities), or it might be foreseen that they 

undergo processing to redistribute them on the basis of a regular grid. 

The contractor shall as indicated only provide general information on datasets and take into 

consideration and report on the following aspects: 

§ Sources of main statistical series, geographic datasets, maps and databases, including 

web-hosted providers; 

§ Cartography; symbolisation, schematic spatial representations; 

§ Metadata: nomenclatures, periodicity, projection, pertinence, scale, scope, quality, 

generalisation, gaps and anomalies, compatibility and harmonisation issues; 

§ Contacts and their responsibilities; full contact details; 

§ Examples for geo-statistical reprocessing or modelling of the data 

§ Conditions for delivery, including costs and copyright 

In collaboration with the ESPON Contact Points, the contractors shall develop the inventories by 

locating, evaluating and gathering information on relevant additional inputs, which may be 

available at national and regional levels. 
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The task of managing, compiling and drafting a final report will be commissioned separately.   

 

3. Contracting the Data Navigator 

In achieving the aim of a European wide Data Navigator the following 20 individual contracts will 

be commissioned (see annex II): 

• 15 contracts, one per Member State 

• 1 contract covering European Institutions and transnational Interreg programmes 

• 1 contract covering the non EU member states of the Interreg IIC cooperation of the 

Baltic Sea area, with an emphasis on the candidate countries, (Estonia, Latvia, 

Lithuania and Poland) and neighbouring countries (Russia, Belarus,) 

• 1 contract covering the non EU member states of the Interreg IIC cooperation of the 

Cadses space (excluding Poland which will be dealt with in the Baltic project) with an 

emphasis on the candidate countries (Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Romania, 

Slovakia, Slovenia) and neighbouring countries (Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, 

Serbia-Montenegro, Mazedonia, Moldavia, Ukraine).  

• 1 contract covering the non EU member states of EuroMed (Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, 

Libya, Egypt, Israel, Palestine, Lebanon, Syria) and Turkey with an emphasis on the 

candidate countries (Malta, Cyprus).  

• 1 contract covering compilation into a homogeneous report 

• Island, Norway and Switzerland will be informed on the contracting of the Data 

Navigator and will be asked to contribute by tendering the same studies on their own 

account. 

The four contracting institutes which carry out the data navigator projects for the candidate and 

other countries and European Institution are requested to make direct contact to at least to 

representatives of the candidate countries during May. Ideally the contractors would invite them 

for a meeting in order to introduce the details of the mission. The relevant Ministries for Spatial 

Planning in the candidate countries will be informed about the data navigator studies  

 

As a European overview on access to territorial data and maps is an urgent requirement for the 

ESPON programme, and because each contract will be below 10.000 €, all contracts will be 

commissioned in accordance with Luxembourg law, without a tendering procedure. 
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4. Timetable 

The contracted tasks of the Data Navigator serve as a reconnaissance mission to prepare the 

foundations for the work of the TPG’s, which will take off in early autumn 2002.  

Consequently, in order to be able to provide basic information for the operationalisation of the 

first phase of the ESPON work programme, the following timetable shall be applied: 

• From mid June 2002: Contracting 20 contractors by proposals by Member States 

• mid June 2002 – mid July 2002: Inventories at national, transnational and Community 

level.  

• Until mid August 2002: Compilation and processing of inventories  

• End of  August 2002:  Delivery of a report entitled “Data Navigator - access to territorial 

data and maps in Europe”.  
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5. Questionnaire for the inventories on access to territorial relevant data in Europe 

Themes to be 
covered 

Nomenclatures of the 
statistical series/ 
Geographic datasets/ 
Maps/ Databases 
(also including web-
hosted providers) 

Sources of the 
statistical series/ 
geographic 
datasets/ maps/ 
databases  

periodicity / 
estimate / 
quality / gaps 
and anomalies 

Adminstrative level 
(NUTS, regional 
aggregate of) / 
regional cover / 
Geographical scale / 
raster / grid /other 
formats 

Reports where 
data were 
already analysed 
/ Print / 
Electronic media 
(diskette, Cd-
Rom) 

Available 
cartography / 
symbolisation / 
schematic 
spatial 
representations 

Costs / 
copyright 

Contacts and their 
responsibilities; full contact 
details 

  
1. Spatial typologies often used in reporting systems 
(functional 
regions, spatial 
classifications, 
city systems and 
hierarchies) 

Available yes/no 
which 

              

 2. Population 
(age, foreigners, 
education, 
mobility, 
commuting, 
training, 
households etc.) 

                

Population by 
age 

Population by 5 year 
age groups  

Federal Office 
for Building and 
Regional 
Planning (BBR) 

yearly  NUTS 3 Berichte des 
BBR Band 8 / 
CD - Rom  

Map making on 
CD-Rom  

32 Euro Deichmanns Aue 31-73 
53179 Bonn; Contact: 
Helmut Janich,                  
++49 1888 401 2258 
helmut.janich@bbr.bund.de

 3. Employment and labour market  
(age, gender, 
qualification by 
sector etc.) 
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 4. Wealth and production  
(GDP, gross 
value added, 
income, net 
production etc.) 

                

 5. Enterprises and investment 
(foundation, 
sectors, foreign 
investments etc.) 

                

 6. Transport 
(Goods and 
people, volume 
and values, time 
and modes, 
safety etc. 

                

 7. Research and Development 
(invention, 
innovation, 
diffusion, 
investments 
public and 
private, 
infrastructure 
etc.) 

                

 8. Utilities 
(Energy by 
source, disposal 
etc.) 

                

 9. Telecommunication and information society 
(infrastructure 
supply, access, 
use etc.) 
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 10. Household orientated infrastructure 
(Healthcare, 
amenities, retail, 
education supply 
etc.) 

                

 11. Land use, land structure, settlement structure, natural resources 
(land use, land 
occupation, 
geological and 
bio-geological 
data, coast line, 
mountains, water, 
mining, forests 
etc.) 

                

land use  Pan Euopean  
Landcover 
Monitoring database 
(PELCOM) 

i.e. Satellus 
(migrating to 
Lantmäteriet) 

non-recurrent Pan-European / 1100 
m / grid / geo-
referenced 

different sources 
of project 
partners / 
download / CD-
ROM 

maps  non-
specified / 
copyright by 
project 
patrners 

SE-801 82 Gävle Sweden  
contact: Kjell Wester              
++46 26 63 30 00 
kjell.wester@satellus.se 

 12. Environment 
(Pollution on the 
base of the 
Driving Force- 
Pressure - State 
– Impact - 
Response DPSIR 
approach 
Classifications of 
protected areas 
etc.) 

                

 13. Agriculture 
(Land use, farmer 
structures, 
employments, 
dependencies) 

                

 14. Social situation 
(Poverty 
measurements, 
segregation etc.) 
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 15. Housing 
(availability, 
quality etc.) 

                

 16. Cultural sites 
(inventories, 
classifications 
etc.) 

                

 17. Tourism  
(infrastructure, 
tourists etc.) 

                

 18. Public sector 
(activities, 
budgets, 
institutional 
structures, 
regional policy 
etc.) 

                

 19. Other data  
Any other data 
which are 
collected and 
could be 
interesting for the 
ESPON 
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6. List of the contractors  

Austria  
 
Austrian Conference on Spatial Planning (ÖROK)  
Eliette Kment 
Hohenstaufengasse 3 
A-1010 Wien,  
Tel.: +43/1/5353444-17  
Fax.: +43/1/5353444-54  
E-mail: kment@oerok.gv.at  
 

Belgium  
 
Université Libre de Bruxelles IGEAT  
Alain COLARD 
Adresse physique :  
Bd du Triomphe accès 'ULB 5', 
 bâtiment S, 1er étage 
Adresse postale :  
ULB - CP 246,  
Bd du Triomphe,  
B-1050  BRUXELLES  
Tel : +32 2 650 50 72  
fax : +32 2 650 50 92  
e-mail : geograph@ulb.ac.be 
 
Danmark  
 
Danish Forest and Landscape Research Institute 
Niels Boje Groth  
Hoersholm Kongevej 11  
DK - 2970 Hoersholm  
Tel: +45 45 76 32 00  
Fax: +45 45 76 32 33 
Email: NBG@FSL.DK 
 
Finland 
 
Helsinki University of Technology 
Centre for Urban and Regional Studies 
Christer Bengs 
P.O.Box 9300 
FIN-02015 HUT 
Tel. +358.9.4511 
Fel. +358.9.451 4098 or +46.8.463 5411 
Email: christer.bengs@hut.fi 
 
France 
 
ORATE-France 
GDR LIBERGEO  
Claude Grasland & Nadine Cattan 
UMR Géographie-cités 
13, rue du four 
F-75006 Paris 
Tel. +33 1 40 46 40 00 
Fax. +33 1 40 46 40 09 
E-mail: orate.france@parisgeo.cnrs.fr 
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Germany 
 
Bundesamt für Bauwesen und Raumordnung 
Volker Schmidt-Seiwert 
Deichmanns Aue 31-37 
D-53179 Bonn  
Fel: +49(0)1888.401-2246 
Fax +49(0)1888.401-2266 
Email: Volker.Schmidt-Seiwert@bbr.bund.de 
 
Greece  
 
Institute of Urban Environment & Human Resources(UEHR),Panteion University 
Panagiotis GETIMIS 
L.Syggrou 136, 
176 71 Athens 
Greece 
+3010 9247450 
+3010 9249883 
Email: pget@panteion.gr 
 
Ireland  
 
National Institute for Regional and Spatial Analysis (NIRSA) 
Jim Walsh 
National University of Ireland, Maynooth 
Maynooth, Co. Kildare 
Tel:  353 1 7083756 
Fax:  353 1 7083573 
jim.walsh@may.ie 
 
Italy  
 
Ministry for Infrastructure and Transport 
Paola Boscaino 
Via Nomentana,1 
00161 Roma 
Italia 
 
Tel 0039 06 44124410 
Fax 0039 06 44123300 
Email: paola.boscaino@mail.llpp.it 
 
Luxembourg 
 
TAURUS-Institut  
an der Universitaet Trier 
Joachim Albrech-Struckmeyer 
Universitaetsring 15  
D-54286 Trier 
Germany  
Tel: +49-(0)651-201-2741/ -2739,  
Fax: +49-(0)651-201-3934 
Email : eser@uni-trier.de 
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The Netherlands 
 
ALTERRA b.v. 
Wageningen University and Research 
Landscape and Spatial planning Department  
Marcel Wijermans  
Postbus 47 
6700 AA  Wageningen 
Netherlands 
Tel+31-317-474 610 
Fax +31-6-2040 6217 
m.p.wijermans@alterra.wag-ur.nl 
 
Portugal  
 
Instituto de Estudos Regionais e Urbanos  
Universidade de Coimbra   
Henrique Soares de Albergaria   
Colégio de S. Jerónimo   
Praça D. Diniz  
Apartado 3060  
3001-401 Coimbra  
Tel: +351.239.820.533  
Tel: +351.239.820.938  
ieru@ci.uc.pt 
 
Spain (not confirmed) 
(provisional) 
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente 
Unidad de Desarrollo Teritorial 
Contact: Eduardo Pallardo  
Plaza San Juan de la Cruz, s/n 
ES-28071 Madrid 
eduardo.pallardo@seac.mma.es 
 
Sweden  
 
Institutet för tillväxtpolitiska studier (ITPS) 
Mats Johansson 
Box 574 
S-101 31 Stockholm 
Tel: +46 8 4566700 
Fax: +46 8 4566701 
mats.johansson@itps.se 
 
United Kingdom 
 
Edinburgh College of Art Heriott-Watt University  
School of Planning and Housing  
Cliff Hague  
Grassmarket Campus  
79 Grassmarket  
UK-Edinburgh -EH1 2HJ  
Tel. +44 131 221 6160  
c.hague@eca.ac.uk  
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Non EU countries in Baltic area  
 
Nordregio  
Hallgier Albu 
P.O. Box 1658,  
SE-111 86 Stockholm,  
Sweden 
Phone: +46 8 463 54 00 
Fax: +46 8 463 54 01 
E-mail: nordregio@nordregio.se 
 
Non EU countries CADSES area  
 
Austrian Institute for Spatial Planning  
Fritz Schindegger 
Franz -Josefs -Kai 27 
1010 Wien 
Österreich 
Tel. ++43/(0)1/533 87 47-0 
Fax ++43/(0)1/533 87 47-66 
schindergger@oir.at 
 
Non EU countries EuroMed  
 
FEMISE 
JC Tourret 
palais du PHARO  
58 bld Charles Livon 1 
3007 marseille  
France 
Tél: +33-491315195 
jc.tourret@femise.org 
 
EU Institutions Interreg secretariats  
 
ECOTEC Research and Consulting Limited 
Adrian Healy 
13B Avenue de Tervuren 
B-1040 Brussels 
Belgium 
Tel : +32-2-7438949 
Fax: +32-2-7327111 
welcome@ecotec.co.uk 
 
Compilation of all data navigators 
 
Bundesamt für Bauwesen und Raumordnung 
Volker Schmidt-Seiwert 
Deichmanns Aue 31-37 
D-53179 Bonn  
Deutschland 
Tel: +49(0)1888.401-2246  
Fax +49(0)1888.401-2266 
Email: Volker.Schmidt-Seiwert@bbr.bund.de 
 
 


