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Introductory remarks

The content of the following overview is a summary of research results from different thematic applied research

projects under the ESPON 2020 programme. As a consequence, most indicators and analyses are not based on

most recent data but represent the data availability at the time when the research was undertaken. Only in a few

cases, for some rather basic indicators that could easily be reproduced, more up-to-date information was used.

It is therefore important to note that this overview is mainly a collection of available findings with different time

stamps and not an up-to-date, comprehensive analysis. Its main goal is to showcase the wide range of ESPON

research and, by zooming-in on a specific country, to raise interest for the scientific results at a more national and

even regional scale.
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Green Europe

Development of artificial area in relation to population development (2000-2018)

Coverage of potential Green Infrastructure (2012)

Aggregated potential impact of climate change

Proportion of protected areas (2017)

Accessibility potential by road (2030)

Accessibility potential by rail (2030)

Access to cities in Europe
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The relationship between land take and population growth is to some extent an
indicator of sprawling development, i.e. exceeding the assumed need of the existing
population. With very few exceptions, the general trend across the continent is that of
an increase of artificial area higher than the increase in population, particularly in
France, northern Italy, Spain and the United Kingdom. Furthermore, even areas with
declining population experience an increase in land take. Such is the case for
Germany and most of eastern Europe, especially Hungary and Poland. The few
exceptions where the increase in population is higher than the increase in artificial
area are Belgium, north Bulgaria, Romania and Switzerland.
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Higher land take than population growth

Romania presents a very heterogenous situation, with most counties in Moldova
region (north-east) having higher land take than population growth, while most
Wallachian counties (south) experience the opposite process. At the same time, the
central counties of Transylvania, such as Cluj and those adjacent to it, as well as those
in the rural south adjacent to Bucharest have an increase of artificial area while having
a declining population. This can be explained twofold: for Cluj, the recent revival of its
county seat of Cluj-Napoca prompted an effervescent real estate market in the region;
for the counties around Bucharest, rural flight toward the capital has accelerated in
recent decades, but so has suburban living.



The potential of green infrastructure in cities is highlighted by both the Urban Agenda
for the EU and the New Urban Agenda. At European level, the coverage of green
areas at urban scale is generally decreasing. Europe is dominated by cities in which
green areas have remained stable (central and north-western Europe) or have
decreased (eastern and southern Europe). The decrease in southern Europe is mainly
attributed to urbanisation, economic development and touristic purposes. Cities with
higher green infrastructure are dominant in Austria, the Baltic countries, Czech
Republic, Finland, Germany, Portugal and Sweden.
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Green infrastructure coverage decreasing slightly

Regional coverage of potential green infrastructure network is highest in central and
western Romania (between 60 and 80%) and especially in �0�D�U�D�P�X�U�H��County and
Hunedoara County (between 80 and 100%). Overall, the coverage of green areas at
city level is decreasing slightly. This tendency is particularly affecting central and
western cities such as �7�L�P�L���R�D�U�D, Arad, Cluj-Napoca, Alba Iulia and Târgu �0�X�U�H��. The
City of Oradea is especially exhibiting a strong decrease in green areas. At the
opposite end, green infrastructure has remained stable in south-eastern cities such as
Alexandria and �&���O���U�D���L, possibly due to slower urbanisation.


