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The aim of this event is to deepen the dialogue between ESPON and regional authorities with the view of building cooperation and partnership in relation to evidence and observations on territorial developments and cohesion. In this respect it is important to share the experience made and get the opinion of regions on how ESPON can be more targeted to regional knowledge demands in the future. 

The development perspectives of a region are increasingly influenced by the European dimension. Policies and strategies for regions need to consider a region’s comparative advantages as compared to other regions and also to be alert with regard to the effects European policies have in their region. These are some of the issues Gerhard Stahl, the Secretary General of the Committee of the Regions, will address in his opening speech. 

The Territorial Agenda of the EU is tabled for decision at the informal meeting of EU ministers for urban affairs and spatial planning in Leipzig just a few days after the event. This Agenda may influence policy development shaping the framework for regional policies. Thiemo W. Eser will give insights on the expected content and the thematic priorities that the Territorial Agenda for the EU may imply. 

ESPON findings provide comparable regional evidence related to territorial cohesion, competitiveness and cooperation. ESPON findings have provided an evidence background for the development of the territorial agenda, but also other European, national and regional actors are currently capitalizing on ESPON results. Kai Böhme will give an overview on the main findings deriving from this research.

Developing spatial scenarios for Europe have been a major project under the ESPON 2006 Programme trying to imagine likely territorial effects of different policy mixes. A trend scenario as well as two scenarios, one driven by policy orientations favouring competitiveness, another driven by a policy mix favouring cohesion, will be presented during the event. Jacques Robert will present and explain the scenarios and the significantly different impacts that the territorial main structure of Europe would likely undergo.

The next ESPON Programme is currently in the process of approval by the European Commission. This programme offers a particular priority for targeted analysis focusing on specific types of territories and carried out in cooperation with stakeholders from these territories. Peter Mehlbye will open the general discussion with some insights on the envisaged future cooperation opportunities for groupings of regions and ESPON.
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	09.30 – 10.00
	Registration and networking

	10.00 – 10.10
	Welcome: Regions and global challenges with territorial impact  

by Peter Mehlbye, ESPON Coordination Unit 

	10.10 – 10.30
	A European perspective in policies and strategies for regions? 
by Gerhard Stahl, Committee of the Regions 

	10.30 – 10.50
	A Territorial Agenda for the EU: New policy orientations

by Thiemo W. Eser, Ministry of the Interior, Luxembourg 

	10.50 – 11.10
	European territorial structures, trends and policy impacts 

by  Kai Böhme, ESPON Coordination Unit

	11.10 – 11.45 
	Coffee

	11.45 – 12.15
	Spatial Scenarios for Europe: Images of cohesion or competitiveness

by Jacques Robert, Tersyn 

	12.15 – 13.00
	Feed back from the regions, following an introduction on new parternships with groups of regions in the ESPON 2013 Programme 
by Peter Mehlbye, ESPON Coordination Unit

	13.00
	Conclusion and close of event 

	13.00 -14.00
	Snack buffet 
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