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New ESPON Calls 

The ESPON Programme has pre-announced the launch of 5 new Calls for 
Proposals and Expression of Interest. Partners and stakeholders from 31 
European countries are invited to become involved in up to 31 new projects. A 
budget of maximum 14.910.000 Euro is allocated. The Calls will be opened at the 
Info Day and Partner Café on 16 September in Brussels. 

“The calls will provide opportunities for proposals on 11 new themes of Applied 
Research projects, on one project supporting the ESPON Scientific Platform and on 
Transnational Networking Activities of the ESPON Contact Point Network”, Peter 
Mehlbye, Director of the ESPON Coordination Unit, said. “In addition, the possibility 
for stakeholders to propose ideas for and receive Targeted Analyses based on ESPON 
results will also become open. Stakeholders will be invited to express interest for up to 
10 new Targeted Analysis” he added. 

The European Commission – DG Regio and the Swedish EU Presidency will open the 
Info Day and Partner Café by presenting the policy demand behind the need for further 
ESPON results. Then a detailed presentation will launch each of the 5 Calls. 

In the afternoon, the event includes an ESPON Partner Café creating a forum for 
dialogue between potential project partners. The ESPON Partner Café is an opportunity 
to meet partners for setting up Transnational Project Groups aiming at submitting 
proposals for ESPON projects as well as discussing with Stakeholders on common 
interest in targeted analyses. The registration deadline to attend the Info Day and Partner 
Café is 10 September 2009 at 15h00 via the ESPON Website. 

Call for Proposals for Applied Research: 11 themes, 8.650.000 Euro 
Applied Research Projects are thematically defined by the demand of policy makers. 
Projects shall support policy development by creating European wide, comparable 
information and evidence on territorial dynamics, potentials and challenges focusing on 
development opportunities for regions and cities. 

The Call includes the following 11 themes: 

1. Attractiveness of European regions and cities for residents and visitors  
2. European patterns of land use  
3. Territorial cooperation in transnational areas and across internal/external borders  
4. Transport accessibility at regional/local scale and patterns in Europe  
5. Secondary growth poles in territorial development  
6. Territorial dimension of the innovation and knowledge economy  
7. European perspective on specific types of territories  
8. Continental territorial structures and flows (globalisation)  
9. Indicators and perspectives for services of general interest in territorial cohesion and 

development  
10. European seas in territorial development  
11. Territorial and regional sensitivity of EU Directives  
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Calls for Expression of Interest for Targeted Analyses: up to 10 new project ideas 
(that will be followed up in a Call for Proposals, 3.500.000 Euro) 
Targeted Analyses are defined by stakeholders interested in adding a new European 
perspective to the generation of activities and development opportunities. Introducing a 
new European perspective, Targeted Analyses provide an opportunity for stakeholders 
(1) enhancing their understanding of the larger territorial context, (2) making 
comparisons to other territories, regions and cities, and (3) hereby providing a European 
perspective to considerations on the development of their territories. 
 
Calls for Proposals for Targeted Analyses: 2 themes, 360.000 Euro 
Targeted Analyses are defined by stakeholders who will participate in the project 
implementation. It is a new type of projects supporting the use of existing ESPON 
results in partnership with different groups of stakeholders. The expertise needed to 
carry through the analyses is found by Calls for Proposals based on Project 
Specification developed by the involved stakeholders and ESPON in close 
collaboration. 

The projects shall address the following targeted themes: 
1. Potential of Rural Regions/PURR 
2. Transnational Support Method for European Cooperation/TranSMec  
 
Call for Proposals for the Scientific Platform: 1 theme, 400.000 Euro 
The Scientific Platform represents a core element in the knowledge base being created 
by ESPON. Projects carried through shall contribute with solid facts and methodologies 
in support of quality evidence to the policy development processes. In addition, they 
shall contribute to the building of European datasets, indicators and tools that constitute 
a foundation for a scientific community in the field of European territorial science. 

The theme of this project is “Territorial Indicators/Indices” 

Call for Proposals for Transnational Networking Activities by the ESPON Contact 
Point network: up to 7 proposal can be selected, 2.000.000 Euro. 
The Transnational Networking Activities shall provide targeted transnational 
capitalisation, awareness rising and dissemination of ESPON results with the specific 
objectives of (1) involving policy makers, practitioners, scientists and young academics 
and (2) promote the European perspective of territorial development, competitiveness 
and cohesion.  

The application deadline for the 5 Calls is 11 November 2009. 
 
For more information: 

• Pre-announcement of the Calls, link: 
http://www.espon.eu/mmp/online/website/content/programme/1455/1496/2621/index_E
N.html 

• Preliminary programme of the Info Day and Partner Café, link: 
http://www.espon.eu/mmp/online/website/content/programme/1455/2112/2327/2633/in
dex_EN.html 

• Registration form for the Info Day and Partner Café, link: 
http://www.espon.eu/mmp/online/website/content/programme/1455/2112/2327/2633/20
55_EN.html 
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Interested in ESPON? 
The ESPON 2013 Programme is part-financed by the European Regional Development Fund, the EU Member States 
and the Partner States Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland. 
It shall support policy development in relation to the aim of territorial cohesion and a harmonious development of the 
European territory. ESPON shall support Cohesion Policy development with European wide, comparable 
information, evidence, analyses and scenarios on framework conditions for the development of regions, 
cities and larger territories. In doing so, it shall facilitate the mobilisation of territorial capital and 
development opportunities, contributing to improving European competitiveness, to the widening and 
deepening of European territorial cooperation and to a sustainable and balanced development.  
The Managing Authority responsible for the ESPON 2013 Programme is the Ministry of Sustainable 
Development and Infrastructures, Department of Spatial Planning and Development of Luxembourg. 
More information: www.espon.eu 
 
 


