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Core issues of spatial development assessment

Topographical situation – mountain areas and rising awareness
on environmental integration

Urban-rural interrelation at different levels – assessment of 
typologies
against intra / inter-regional analysis

Differentiation of employment development – spatial patterns on 
regional trends
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• mountain areas (70% of area, 50% of 
population)

• environmental focus
(resource use, biodiversity, cultural
landscape)

• rural amenities and tourism

• land use pressure

(1)  Topography and spatial patterns in Austria

Mountain areas, and other less favoured regions, 
are characterised by high internal variation of land 
use and settlement structure. The rising awareness of 
the ecological sensitivity highlights the pressure on 
some parts of these areas.

Population density by settlement area 2001
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Source: Statistik Austria, ÖROK 2004

Population density by settlement area 2001
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Source: Statistik Austria, ÖROK 2004
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Source: Statistik Austria

Population density by settlement area and altitude, 
Austria
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Austria
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• Administrative structure vs. settlement patterns

• Analysis within categories of typology (variance):
population and employment development

• Labour market and commuting areas
vs. land use typologies

(2)  Interpretation of urban-rural typologies
urban-rural interrelation at different levels

The urban-rural typologies reflect urban size
structure, density and land use.  Results should
be differentiated through refined analysis of 
intra/inter-regional trends.
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Employment balance – place of work/place of residence 1991

Employment at place of work /
employment at place of labour

Source: Statistik Austria

• labour market participation
(employment rates)

• gender specificities of labour market
(changes)

• local/regional/national trends

• inter-relation of 
place of residence and place of work
(commuting zones; differentiation by sex, age, 
educational level, skills)

(3) Differentiation of employment development required

Regional trends have to be split up to
components, addressing more detailed
insight into causes of regional shifts.
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Employment change, men 1995 - 2001
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Source: Statistik Austria

Employment change, women 1995 - 2001
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> 20,00 (10)

Employment rate, women, 2001

Difference of employment rate 
between men and women 2001
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Employment rate in % of 
women aged 15-65

Source: Statistik Austria, BABF

Commuting pattern, women 2001


