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ECP Transnational Networking Activity  

 “SUSTAINABLE SOUTHERN EUROPE”  
Critical dimensions for a sustainable territorial management 

in Southern Europe 
Trends, Situation and future perspectives 

 
 
 
 
 
Transnational ECP group implementing the activity 
 
 
ECP Lead Partner:  ECP Spain, Spanish Observatory for Sustainability 
 
ECP Partners: ECP France, UMS 2414 Réseau Interdisciplinaire pour 

l’Aménagement du Territoire Européen / Université Paris 7 
Denis Diderot 

 
ECP Cyprus, Ministry of Interior, Department of Town 
Planning and Housing 
 
ECP Germany, BBR, Federal Office for Building and 
Regional Planning 
 
ECP Greece, Urban Environment and Human Resources 
(UEHR) University Institute, Athens 
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Description of key actions, main activities, rationale of the project: 

The key action is the organisation of a transnational seminar covering Southern 
Europe, focusing on specific issues related to Southern Europe territorial context and 
situations, in the scope of debate around sustainability and sustainable development in 
Southern Europe. This activity will highlight the specificities and similarities of 
Southern Europe territorial context, regarding territorial management and 
development objectives and challenges.  
 
It should combine ESPON results in particular with the information and indicators 
developed by the Spanish ECP (Spanish observatory for sustainability)  
The seminar will confront confronting different European perspectives on the issue of 
sustainability, focusing in particular on critical aspects of territorial sustainable 
management addressing demography, tourism, migration, land use, rural/urban 
development, forestry (forest fires risk management), etc. 
Finally, the seminar should promote and dialogue between scientific community and 
practitioners. 
 
Overall, this activity should contribute to: 

• A better understanding and exchange of knowledge on Southern Europe 
spatial trends, in the fields of: 

- land use and land cover changes 
- demographic and social trends 
- Environmental management: water use, risk management (forest fires) 
- Mediterranean island and North-African neighbouring countries perspectives 
- Other European areas perspectives  
- certain neglected aspects of insularity and other geographical handicaps 

 
Experts from the area will be invited to produce specific presentations. 

 
• A general reflection around ESPON contribution to sustainable territorial 

development concept.  
 

• the prospective research of project 3.2 and scenarios development exercise 
from a thematic and territorial point of view: 

- proposal for scenarios addressing territorial management issues in Southern 
Europe 

- complementarity and establishment of synergies with project 3.2 scenarios 
 
• Fostering the dialogue between  different scientific communities and between 

scientists and practitioners from the area 
 
• A better definition of opportunities and challenges for a sustainable spatial 

management in Southern Europe 
 

• Enhance the networking between ECPs from Southern Europe and between 
ESPON. 
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Listing and detailed description of envisaged outputs and deliveries  

• One 2-days seminars covering mainly Southern Europe, involving in particular 
Italy, Spain, France, Cyprus, but also Germany 

• One flyer announcing the event 
• Synthetic papers to be disseminated before and during the seminar, presenting 

key problematics, concepts, challenges that will be addressed during the 
seminar in order to support and target the debate. These papers will be 
presented during the Seminar, and will include thematic presentations 
concerning the overall spatial identity of the Southern Europe Space. 

• One activity report describing the project management and implementation, 
networking activities between ECPs, CU and MC and between ESPON and 
other institutions involved in the seminar 

• One Conclusion report, presenting a synthesis of the content of the seminar, 
(debates, presentations…) as well as a general conclusion on the outcomes of 
the seminar from a content point of view:  

- conclusions on sustainable territorial management  in Southern Europe (trends 
and perspectives),  

- conclusions on ESPON contribution to the issue 
• Publicity of the event through announcements of the event in particular 

through the Spanish Observatory for Sustainability website 
 

ESPON projects and results addressed 

-1.1.1 Polycentrism 
-1.1.2 Urban Rural 
-1.1.4 Demography 
-1.3.1 Hazards 
-1.3.2 Natural Heritage 
-1.3.3 Cultural Heritage 
-1.4.1 Environment 
-1.4.2 Social dimension 
 
-2.1.3 CAP 
-2.1.5 Fishery Policy 
- 2.4.1 Environmental trends and policy impacts 
 
-3.2 Scenarios 
-3.4.1 Europe in the World 
 


