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Description of key actions, main activities, rationale of the project: 

Key actions are the planning and delivery of two trans-national seminars and 
two related “position papers” and a report presenting the outcomes of these 
events. 
 
The first transnational seminar will be in Belfast in February 2005 and the other will 
be elsewhere in the UK in July 2005. Although both are to be held in the UK these 
will be transnational in nature, and will involve presentations by speakers from other 
countries, and consideration of ESPON findings and implications in a trans-national 
context. The seminars will be organised by the ECPs who are partners in the project. 
They will also participate in these seminars.  
Another task for the ECPs will be to disseminate information and findings from the 
events in their own country. The group will evaluate the lessons from the two 
seminars and reach a view about how similar activities could be delivered in other 
regions. Through all these means significant added value will be created. 
 
The UK location is appropriate because the UK is involved in a number of 
INTERREG regions, so that different conditions within North West Europe can be 
considered.  
Thus we see the Belfast seminar dealing particularly with issues about the periphery 
and rural issues, and the second one as having more of a metropolitan focus and 
location. “In principle” support has already been offered from Belfast, which ensures 
that the project can deliver in a short time period.  
 
Invitations will be sent to researchers and to policy-makers to attend each seminar. In 
addition some places will be reserved for students so that they can also become more 
aware of ESPON. A synthesis report covering the two seminars will be produced and 
publicised. 
 

Listing and detailed description of envisaged concrete outputs and deliveries  

• Seminar in Belfast, held on 22 and 23 February 2005 on the theme of “Spatial 
Development on Europe’s north-western periphery: the implications of ESPON 
results”.  
The idea is to have a “position paper” prepared and distributed to participants before 
the seminar. The aim is to build a common platform for participants in a seminar. The 
Position Paper for Belfast Seminar will seek to review ESPON findings across a range 
of ESPON projects, but from the angle of what is significant for peripheral regions in 
North-West Europe outside the Pentagon, with a particular emphasis on rural areas 
and urban networks. The position paper and Belfast seminar will explore ESPON in a 
trans-scalar context with particular emphasis on the micro-level of the ESPON spatial 
hierarchy.  There will be discussion of findings from the reports on of special 
relevance to the periphery and to rural regions:  polycentricity, urban-rural relations, 
transport and telecommunications trends and natural heritage. There will also be 
presentations by policy-makers of initiatives of relevance to these topics.  

The seminar is organised so that there is group work aimed to produce an agenda for 
spatial planning research and practice in the region. The seminar and the position 
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paper will be posted on national ESPON websites, and publicised by relevant 
ministries. 

• Seminar in England, on 11-12 July 2005 on the theme of “Competitiveness 
and Cohesion in North Western Europe: the implications of ESPON results.”  
The approach would be similar to that adopted for Belfast, but adjusted to take 
account of lessons from that event.   
At the moment, it is anticipated that there would be publicity, a second position paper, 
an audience with a similar make-up as in Belfast (researchers, students, spatial 
development practitioners), and an output based on an agreed agenda for taking 
spatial planning practice and research forward. The emphasis in this event would be 
more urban and metropolitan than in Belfast, and on ESPON’s meso-scale. ESPON 
findings from the projects on structural funds, telecommunications, R and D and 
polycentricity would probably feature. 
 
• The two position papers in relation to each seminar will rehearse some of the 
issues about spatial development on the north-western periphery and about the 
research/policy interface. The aim of the paper will be to inform a range of 
stakeholders (researchers, practising planners, persons from sectoral agencies 
involved in economic development, transport etc) about the issues, creating a common 
platform as a basis for the seminar. It will include an introduction to ESPON and its 
relation to ESDP, the Third Cohesion Report and the current directions of EU spatial 
policy.  

• A synthesis report based on the two seminars will be produced. This will draw 
together the position papers, the main presentations and the agendas produced by each 
meeting. It will also include email contacts for all participants, details of key ESPON 
web-sites etc.  
The synthesis report is essentially a scientific record of the proceedings in each 
seminar. It will largely be compiled from the presentations made by speakers and 
from notes taken of discussions. It will include an introductory chapter explaining the 
nature of the report and of the seminars, and a short final chapter reflecting on the 
scientific results and policy responses reviewed in the seminars. The synthesis report 
would be of interest to the spatial development research and practice communities as a 
whole, and especially those in the countries of ECP partners in the project. 
 

Overall aims and objectives: 

The overall aims are to disseminate ESPON findings to the research and policy 
communities, in order to bridge the gap, and to foster greater understanding of the 
trans-scalar aspects of spatial planning. The activity intends to develop a scientific 
debate about the ESPON findings and a policy debate and to build links between 
them.  Such debates will be strengthened by having a trans-national component, as it 
will allow different territorial perspectives to be explored. The macro-region is seen as 
an appropriate scale in which to do this, since it allows consideration of the trans-
scalar aspects of spatial development and policy, bridging the macro-European scale 
to the local intra-national scale. A further aspect of the rationale is that this is an 
experiment and it is important to the medium and long-term development of ESPON 
to learn how to do such events, what works and what does not work, and for ECPs to 
network in directly sharing experiences of such practices 
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The transnational focus will be set on North West Europe as a macro-region, but the 
activity itself should include ECPs from outside that region so as to ensure that there 
is a discourse that looks beyond the region, and also to transfer the experience to ther 
ECPs, to share in the process of taking ESPON to the Regions by seeing how such 
events can be delivered. By North-West Europe we mean the INTERREG IIIB North-
West Europe area and the north of France. ECPs of Ireland, the UK, Netherlands, 
Belgium are partners in the project. Invitations will be sent to the ECPs from the other 
countries in the INTERREG IIIB North-West Europe region (France, Luxembourg 
and Germany) to events, and to ask them to publicise the seminars. 
 
More concrete objectives are: 
• To deliver two transnational seminars that each attracts an audience of researchers 
and policy-makers from different countries. 
• To ensure that some students of spatial planning can attend so that they become 
aware of ESPON.  
• To publicise these seminars on national ECP websites. 
• To disseminate findings from the seminars through websites and other means. 
• To produce a synthesis report on the two events. 
• To strengthen ECP networking. 
• To stimulate similar events in other parts of Europe. 
 
The results will be: 

• Increased awareness of the research community in partner countries about ESPON 
and ESPON results; in particular an attempt will be made to involve researchers 
who have not already been involved in ESPON. 

• An opportunity to forge new trans-national links between researchers. 
• Scientific comments by researchers on ESPON results. 
• Increased awareness of ESPON amongst senior students and junior researchers. 
• Dissemination of ESPON findings to policy-makers. 
• An opportunity for policy-makers to forge new links with each other and with the 

research community on spatial development issues.  
• Improved networking and sharing of experience amongst ECPs, and enhanced 

capacity of the ECPs to contribute to dissemination of ESPON findings and 
development of spatial planning research. 
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ESPON projects or results addressed 

The seminar in Belfast (and its preparatory Position Paper) will mainly focus on 
issues of peripherality and rural areas and national-regional policy measures (while 
still recognising the trans-national context). These are topics thought to be particularly 
relevant in Ireland and hence are appropriate for a seminar in Belfast. The main 
projects that this seminar will draw upon are: 
 
1.1.1 Polycentricity 
1.1.2 Urban/rural relations 
1.2.1 Transport trends 
1.2.2 Telecommunications 
1.2.3 Natural heritage  
 
The second seminar will have a more urban and metropolitan emphasis and location 
and look more to the meso / Euro-regional scale. The themes will be relevant to those 
partner countries that are highly urbanised and at the forefront of issues concerning 
competitiveness and cohesion in a tansnational context. The main projects that this 
seminar will draw upon are: 
 
1.1.1 Polycentricity 
1.2.1 Transport trends 
1.2.2 Telecommunications 
2.2.1 Impacts of transport policy 
2.2.2 Impact of R&D policy 
2.2.3 Structural Funds in Urban Areas 
 


