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1. Foreword 

Sustainability in Southern Europe is an ESPON Contact Point 
Transnational activity, held in the frame of and co-financed by the 
ESPON 2006 programme.  
 
It consists in the organisation of a 2 days transnational seminar, 
held in Álcala de Henares (Madrid, Spain) on the 11th and 12th of 
May, focusing on issues related to sustainable development in the 
South of Europe. This activity highlights the specificities and 
similarities of Southern Europe territorial management and its 
development objectives and challenges. 
 
It has combined ESPON results in particular with the indicators 
developed by the Spanish ECP (Spanish Observatory for 
Sustainability) and other very qualified sources of information. 
This seminar has promoted dialogue between the scientific 
community, policy makers and practitioners from Southern 
Europe in fields such as: 
 

- Land use and land cover changes 
- Demographic and social trends 
- Environmental management: water use, forest fires.  
- Urban/rural development 
- Tourism 

 
For that purpose, experts have produce presentations that have 
met several objectives: 
 

- A general reflection around ESPON contribution to 
sustainable territorial development. 

- A prospective research into the main development trends for 
Southern Europe. 

- A better definition of opportunities and challenges for a 
sustainable spatial management in Southern Europe. 

- Enhancement of the Networking between ESPON Contact 
Points from Southern Europe and ESPON. 
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3.1 . Key actions, main activities, rationale of the project: 
 
� Organisation of a transnational seminar covering Southern 
Europe, focusing on specific issues related to Southern Europe 
territorial context and situations, in the scope of reflection around 
sustainability and sustainable development in Southern Europe 
� Combining ESPON results in particular with the information and 
indicators developed by the Spanish ECP (Spanish observatory for 
sustainability) 
� Confronting different European perspectives on the issue of 
sustainability, focusing in particular on critical aspects of 
territorial sustainable management addressing demography, 
tourism, migration, land use, rural/urban development, forestry 
(forest fires risk management), etc. 
� Promoting debate and dialogue between scientific community 
and Practitioners 
 
3. Results from a thematic and conceptual point of view: 
 
The Mediterranean climatic diversity, accentuated by its 
orographic network and the extent of the areas near the sea, has 
given rise to the territory with the greatest ecological and 
landscape diversity in Europe, which has conditioned the 
country’s economic development potential. So, for example, the 
uneven rainfall in different parts of the region means that certain 
resources, such as water, have to be managed in the most 
rational and efficient way possible to prevent this from becoming 
a particularly critical factor for the sustainability of development, 
especially in periods of drought. Moreover, geographical position 
of the Mediterranean area in the south of Europe, and between 
two continents, make it one of the main repositories of biological 
diversity on the European continent calling for sustainable 
management. 
 
The Mediterranean is the largest European sea, uniting the people 
of the countries that share its waters. Despite nearly thirty years 
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of international efforts to protect this unique ecosystem, it 
remains fragile and continues to deteriorate as environment 
pressures increase. On current projections (EEA, 2006), 50% of 
the Mediterranean coastline could have been built on by 2025, 
just one illustration of the magnitudes of these pressures. Clearly, 
if the health of the region's people, and their economic and social 
development, are to be protected, inaction is not an option. 
Mediterranean countries must act now to safeguard their 
environment and properly manage their natural resources to the 
extent possible. 
 
Over the last thirty years, numerous longstanding initiatives and 
organisations have identified the causes of the problems and 
developed strategies and actions for their solution. However, 
these strategies often remain unimplemented. Apart from the oft-
cited problems of limited financial resources, one of the principal 
reasons for this inaction is low political priority given to the 
environment, inter alia translating into insufficient integration 
between environmental, economic and social dimensions of 
sustainable development. A lack of inclusive environmental 
governance and limited public awareness of environment issues 
aggravate the situation.  
 
As no single country can be held responsible for the deterioration 
of the Mediterranean environment, no single country can protect 
it by acting alone. As a major regional player the European Union 
(EU) must play its role in protecting this common heritage but its 
limited resources mean that it cannot act alone. ESPON results 
point to this common features of the Mediterranean basin in 
terms of environmental risks, demographic and migratory trends 
and territorial potentials. 
 
In the Spanish case the rapid economic and social development 
from the mid 70s onwards, and especially the international and 
regional convergence since Spain’s entry into the European 
Union, have led to considerable structural transformations, with 
an economy more heavily weighted towards the tertiary sector as 
the result of a notable decline in the share of agriculture and 
industry in the country’s economy, accompanied by major growth 
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in the development of infrastructures, especially as regards 
transport and water supply. The twenty years since Spain joined 
the EU may be regarded as the most profitable in its recent 
history. They have provided the basis for a major increase in 
Spaniards’ standard of welfare as a consequence of convergence 
in regard to income, cohesion and modernisation achieved 
through their own efforts, but also in large part, too, thanks to 
the EU’s financial contribution. This has represented 1% of GDP 
over this period and has enabled the country to tackle significant 
structural changes that will now have to adapt to the new 
circumstances of enlargement and the priority needs of other, 
less advantaged, countries. This progress towards convergence in 
economic terms has perhaps not been accompanied, to the same 
extent, even with the help of major European Union funding, by 
similar progress in other environmental and social spheres where 
it would have been desirable. 
 
At the same time, the human context and the socio-demographic 
framework have changed appreciably in the recent period. The 
resident population increased by over four million people in the 
last decade, a rise of nearly 11% as against just 4% in the EU-
151. Spain had been a country with one of the lowest birth rates 
in the world, but now its population is growing at a brisk pace, 
driven by immigration (almost 80% of the new inhabitants are 
immigrants), and has shot up from 40.5 million inhabitants in 
2000 to 44.5 million in 2006. This has brought with it new 
challenges and new opportunities for the economic, social and 
cultural dimensions of developmental sustainability. The 
population is growing, but is concentrated in big urban nuclei and 
the coastal areas with a highly significant progressive build-up 
along the coast known as “litoralisation”. The territorial and 
environmental imbalances due to the rural exodus of the sixties 
and seventies define the present situation of the emptying of 
inland regions coupled with the saturation of the coastal areas, 
particularly on the Mediterranean side, so that 40% of the 
population now lives in 1% of the territory and the coastal and 
island areas contain nearly 60% of the total population. In short, 
this is a process affecting both the population and a large part of 
                                                 
1 United Nations Environement Program , Mediterranean strategy for Sustainable development, 2005 
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the economic activities to do with agriculture, industry and 
tourism, to which must now be added the recent economic 
phenomenon of the location of holiday homes. 
 
Natural risks in southern Europe 

 

According to ESPON project 2.4.2, the southern Mediterranean 
area has as a strongest point natural havoc indicators. 
Earthquakes, dry spells, droughts and forest fires. The analysis 
shows that there is a high share of people in the employment in 
the agricultural sector is very high but not in the tertiary sector. 
This is not true for every country, but in general for this area. 
 
There is a second area, the northern Mediterranean area, which 
has more or less similar risk problems, havoc risk problems, as 
the southern area, to a smaller extent.  
 
Concerning new member states, Bulgaria and Rumania showed 
very high natural havoc risk, difficulties in accessibility and the 
same havoc risk as the southern Mediterranean area has. Maybe 
they have other consequences or they are a little bit different, 
they don't have these forest fires, but they have very strong rains 
and a lot of flooding and hard times of dry spells. 
 
Slovenia is in a cluster, together with Czech Republic and 
Hungary. They also have more or less similar problems with 
flooding and forest fires but also strong demographic 
development problems.  
 
At the moment we have no data or very limited data on the 
Balkan region and it might be worthwhile to integrate them also. 
 
Scenarios for Southern Europe 

 

Following ESPON project 3.2, we can see that in Southern Europe 
as elsewhere in Europe we are observing today a tendency 
towards globalisation of production, of economic activity in 
general. Moreover, in quite a few southern European regions a 
median age of above fifty years will be reached in the next thirty 
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years.  Southern Mediterranean countries are just coming out 
now out of a phase of very, very high growth in terms of life 
expectancy, and slowly going into the same direction as older 
countries. But still, in 2030, will be about ten years more of 
remaining life index in these areas. This is obviously a very 
important driving force both in terms of internally, in terms of 
Europe, but also in terms of relations to its neighbours.  
 
Another major challenge comes from socio-economic disparities.  
There is a growing disparity between Europe and its southern 
neighbours. This is a very important driving force for the future,  
If we take into account, the education component of the human 
development index from the United Nations, there's obviously 
disparities between, let's say, the south of Europe and the north 
of Africa, but actually the disparities are even greater between 
the migrant countries and the countries south of that. And so this 
is maybe a challenge for Europe as well: if we want to integrate 
these countries more into the European space, an investment in 
the human capital –as it's called nowadays– might be an 
important element. Another related issue for the European future 
is how to deal with immigration. Spain and in a certain way all of 
Southern Europe is at the forefront of this immigration issue in 
Europe. 
 
Project 3.2 includes two main scenarios for territorial 
development in Europe, according to two main types of policy 
orientations: Competition and Cohesion. The regions that will win 
in the competitiveness-oriented policy scenario are the big 
metropolitan areas. Madrid, Lisbon, Rome, but obviously also the 
main centres of the European economy, such as Paris, London, 
Frankfurt, Amsterdam, et cetera. Those are the winners in terms 
of a policy.  This would be outcome of the emphasis, in terms of 
policy, is put into research and development, is put into 
supporting the strong regions. On the other side, the Cohesion-
oriented Scenario, peripheral regions will make bigger gains.  
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Common spatial key issues in South Europe 

 
Territorial Unbalances 

• Broad regional inequalities and / or differences, e.g. of the 
North – South or centre – periphery type  

Dichotomy between: 
• high pressure areas (mainly Coastal areas), and the 

reverse/negative. 
• negative pressure areas (i.e. areas with problems of      

accessibility) 
 
Conflictive Land Use 

• Urban expansion, urban sprawl, urban containment etc. 
• Land use conflicts between activities (e.g. tourism and 

mineral extraction or industry, peri-urban areas etc.) 
• High density areas within cities: congestion, accessibility, 

obsolescence … Urban – rural relationships and role of cities 
as drivers of development  

• Development pressures on sensitive landscapes and 
ecosystems (coasts, mountainous areas etc.) 

• Loss, transformation or deterioration of agricultural land, 
desertification  

 
 
 
4. Overall aims and objectives, complementarily with the 
ESPON programme aims and objectives: 
 
The main objective of this activity was the presentation of ESPON 
results in Spain within the context of its relevance in order to 
assess the larger territorial trends that affect, as potentials or 
challenges, the sustainability objectives for Southern Europe.    
 
This objective has been fully met as the ESPON program project 
results presented in the seminar have given a European frame to 
the indicator based assessments of the Spanish situation.. Both 
results are consistent and point towards the need of an integrated 
assessment of sustainable development that considers both the 
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specificities of Southern Europe and the macro trends of the 
union. 
 
 
5.  Conclusions of the seminar 
 
   - The information and knowledge produced by ESPON needs to 
effectively get to decision makers. This information and 
knowledge needs to be of direct use to territorial managers.  
- The correct dissemination of ESPON results about Southern 
Europe can help the implementation of the Lisbon Agenda in this 
part of Europe. 
- There is a need to produce territorialized sustainability 
indicators 
- New urban forms and urban sprawl are a completely new reality 
for Southern Europe. This new form of expansion of the city 
poses a new challenge for this countries in which the information 
needs to be adjusted to new typologies such as “Regional 
functional areas” instead of cities. 
- As in the rest of Europe, regions in Southern Europe, regions 
are competing to get investment and population, big urban areas 
and coastal areas are the regions in the best position in this 
competition. 
- Sustainable development can serve as the joining concept for 
the different administrations and forces operating on the 
territory. 
- The main criterion which should guide a sustainable territorial 
management is   to avoid, as much as possible, the irreversibility 
of the processes. 
- Europe is functionally divided into a large productive area “the 
pentagon” and a service and leisure periphery to serve the 
productive area in which Southern Europe stays.  
- Many southern European countries haven’t got tradition in 
territorial planning, both INTERREG and ESPON are good starting 
points to strengthen planning in this countries. 
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6. Proposals for better dissemination of ESPON results 
about southern Europe in a context of better information 
systems about territorial sustainability.  
 
 
I Existing Territorial information has to be put into value 
particularly on: 
- Situation and perspectives for territorial sustainability 
- National and regional experiences, instruments and best 
practices in territorial management 
 
II Creation of a specific stable network of information and 
communication about territorial sustainability within the 
Mediterranean area. 
 
III Need for more targeted reports and case studies that can go 
into the specific territorial problems of the regions with results of 
direct use for practitioners. 
 
IV Using the open method of coordination in order to share 
common challenges of territorial sustainability in the 
Mediterranean area. 
 
V Promoting  the use of synthetic indicators of territorial 
sustainability. The new territorial models show the need of 
focusing on the sustainability of territorial policies.  
 
VI  Development of a common program of communication and 
information.  
 
VII  Monitoring of all the change agenda that include  not only 
Lisbon but also Gothenburg and the national strategies for 
sustainable development.  
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4. PROGRAMME2 
 
 
May, 11 
9:00 Reception 
10:00 – 11:30 Introductory session 
 
TERRITORIAL SUSTAINABILITY AND THE EUROPEAN 
CONTEXT 
Welcome and Introductory presentations. 
Chaired by the Secretary General for Territory and Biodiversity of 
the Spanish Ministry of 
Environment, Mr. Antonio Serrano Rodríguez. 
Participants: 
� Mr. Virgilio Zapatero Gómez, Chancellor of the University, 
University of Alcalá. Madrid. 
Spain 
� Mr. Luis Jiménez Herrero, Executive Director of the Spanish 
Observatory for 
Sustainability. 
� Mrs. Sara Ferrara ESPON Coordination Unit, Luxembourg.  
 
� Mr. Antonio Serrano Rodríguez, Secretary General for 
Territory and Biodiversity of the 
Spanish Ministry of Environment 
(This intervention will introduce the debate on the national 
perspectives for Mediterranean countries of the next 

session, with the vision from Spain). 

 
� Mr. Domingo Jiménez Beltrán, General Rapporteur. 
 
11:30 - 12:00 Coffee Break 
 
12:00 - 14:30 Opening plenary session 
� Mr. Domingo Jiménez Beltrán, Rapporteur. 
 

                                                 
2 Due to last minute cancellation of presentations, there are differences between the original 
program and the one that finally took place. We refer here to the program that took place. 
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MEDITERRANEAN NATIONAL PERSPECTIVES 
National presentations by France, Italy, Portugal, Greece and 
Cyprus.  
Presentations based on the following elements in the 
Mediterranean context and for each 
national case: 
- Differential situation of territorial resources in South and South 
West Europe. 
- Territorial trends. 
- Sectoral policies and sustainability. 
Discussion 
 
14:30-15:30 Lunch 
15:30 – 18:30 Working groups session 
 
Workshop: Impacts of development and urbanism 
   
15:30 – 16:00 Introductory presentation by OSE on land use 
changes in Spain. 
 
Workshop  
 

Chaired by: Lars Porsche, BBR, ESPON contact point for 
Germany 
Rapporteur: Iñigo Ascasibar (Ministry of 
Environment, ESPON MC for Spain) 
- Water management 

Josefina Maestu 
Spanish Ministry of Environment 
- Forest Fires 

- Portuguese representative 

- Rural development 

ESPON project 2.1.3 on CAP and rural 
development policies impact  
- Migration patterns 
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Diogo de Abreu 
ESPON project 1.1.4 on Demography 
- Mass tourism and coastal areas 
Andreu Ulied 
M-crit, ESPON 
- Real State and Building 

Luis Álvarez-Ude (Auia) 
20:30 Seminar Dinner 
 
May, 12 
9:00 – 11:00 ESPON analytical session 
9:00 – 9:45 Reporting from workshops. 
9:45 – 10:30 Scenarios for sustainability in South Western 

Europe 

Moritz Lennert 
Université Libre de Bruxelles. ESPON Project 3.2 on Spatial 
Scenarios 
10:30 – 11:00 Potential influence/ perspectives of influence of 

governance processes 

on the spatial development in Southern Europe 

Ximo Farinós 
 
University of Valencia. ESPON project 2.3.2 on Governance 
11:00 - 11:30 Coffee Break 
11:30 - 13:30 Final plenary session. 
 
GENERAL DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 
� Discussion 
� Conclusions 
To be presented by a general rapporteur based on presentations, 
discussions and 
personal reflections. 
� Closing of the seminar 
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4.1 Opening session 
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The ESPON programme and projects 
Sara Ferrara 

ESPON Coordination Unit 
 
 
ESPON is a transnational cooperation program in the frame of 
Interreg III Community Initiative, hosted by Luxembourg. With 
29 Countries participating, more than 225 partners involved in 
Transnational Project Groups (TPG), more than 130 different 
European institutions and bodies involved in TPG’s 
and well above 2000 participants at ESPON seminars. 
 
Selective results from the applied research projects in 
ESPON  
 
Components of population development: 
 
• Population decline (natural population change and migration) 
• Highly scattered regional pattern  
•Competition between regions for human resources 
•Major urban areas and pleasant retirement areas in good 
position 
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Map 1. Population development 
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Knowledge, Decision and 
Administration 
 
 
Environmental risks: 
 

- Highest risk of forest fires in the Mediterranean, partly 
Romania and Bulgaria. 

- Climate change can affect frequency and intensity of natural 
hazards. 
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Map 3. Risk of Forest Fires    
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Research & Development importance: 

 
•Highest expenditure in regions close to the Pentagon and few 
areas to the north and south   
•At national level often concentration around the capital city 
•Knowledge production as higher education rather territorially 
balanced in Europe  



 24

 
Map 4 Research and development importance 
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Mediterranean National presentations 
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4.2 Mediterranean national perspectives 
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Sustainable tourism and forestry strategy in Cyprus 

Constantinos Alkides  
ESPON ECP Cyprus 

 
ABSTRACT 
 
Cyprus has definite socioeconomic characteristics that are shared 
by many Mediterranean coastal areas: Economic restructuring, 
agricultural decline, tourism growth and pressure on the 
environment are the main ones. Tourism in Cyprus can be 
classified into the main Mediterranean patterns: Sea, sun and 
sand and cultural tourism.  
 
The Cyprus Tourism Organisation and the Cyprus Department of 
Forests have launched a common sustainable tourism strategy 
which aims at enhancing product competitiveness while 
protecting environmental values.Nature tourism and rural tourism 
as well as tourism product upgrade are essential strategic factors 
for sustainability in tourism. Forestry resource conservation, 
wood associated employment and links with tourism are the 
essential key factors for sustainability in forestry. 
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The territorial dimension in the national strategic 
framework 

Cinzia Zincone 
ESPON MC Italy 

 
ABSTRACT 
 
Strategic territorial platforms are “territorial critical masses” with 
endogenous and relation features able to catch and endorse the 
production channel of goods and services, therefore, to achieve 
excellence in the “territorial supply”, in terms of material and 
immaterial fluxes, goods and services production systems and 
natural, cultural, environmental resources and landscape.  They 
can be Transnational, national or regional. The principle criteria 
are accessibility, Territorial cohesion, Territorial excellence (with 
regard to the strategic priorities outlined by the EU) and 
Territorial intuitions.   
 
Strategic territorial platforms’ methodology is based on 
territorialized Lisbon indicators to identify competitive strategic 
potentials in the Italian and European regions.  
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Territorial sustainable management in the national spatial 
policy program  

Sonia Castro 
ESPON MC Portugal 

 
ABSTRACT 
 
The Portuguese National Spatial Policy Program organizes, in a 
coordinated inter-active framework, the territorial management 
system in a 3 level scopes and 4 types of functions. The three 
scopes are national regional and municipal and its functions are 
classified as Territorial Development Instruments, Territorial 
planning instruments (Municipal spatial and land-use plans - 
MSLUP), Sectoral policy instruments and Special instruments. 
 
The coordination of the NSDS and the NSPP will result in 
achievement of four major goals: a sustainable and well-
organised territory; an open competitive and integrated 
economy; an equitable territory in the relation to development 
and well-being, and a creative society with citizenship values. 
 
The Territorial Model consists of these four goals: natural 
resources, agriculture, and forest system; the natural and 
technology hazards; the accessibility and international 
connectivity, and the urban system. The Territorial Model 
represents the spatial vision and the strategic options to spatial 
and territorial development policy until 2025. It results in the new 
map of Portugal with four main goals: a sustainable and well-
organised territory; an open, competitive and integrated 
economy; an equitable territory in relation to development and 
well-being, and a creative society with citizenship values. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Critical Dimensions for a territorial sustainable 
management in Greece: Features and Trends 
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Mina Tourou 
ESPON ECP Greece  

 
 
Strengths and weaknesses of Greece’s path to sustainability are 
identified in two main categories: 
 
Socioeconomic trends and features: Strengths and opportunities 
raise from the geographical position of Greece as gateway toward 
the Balkans, Europe and the Middle East, its condition of old UE 
member, its developed tertiary and tourism centers. Threats and 
weaknesses come from its monocentric development, its 
mountainous and insular character, regional disparities in GDP 
and GDP pp, high unemployment, ageing population and internal 
migrations towards urban centers. 
 
Environmental trends and features: Strengths and opportunities 
come from a rich natural and cultural heritage, rich biodiversity 
and a large number of protected areas. Threats and weaknesses 
come from Environmental pressures from urbanization, 
deforestation, different types of pollution and unexploited 
renewable energy sources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 31

Injunction, multiple incentives and institutional DIY. An 
overview of national public policies on territorial 

sustainable development in France. 
Antoine Goxe 

CERAPS (Lille Center for Politics and Administration) – University 
of Lille 2 

 
ABSTRACT 
 
In its normative approaches, SD offers a reformist project 
intended to transform the present development model, which is 
based on a worldview, values and general guiding principles (the 
responsibility, reversibility, precautionary, prevention, 
participation, inter-generational and interterritorial 
equity principles, etc.). It is a complex and normative concept 
offering two levels of meaning: at the first - unitary but vague – 
level, SD could be expressed by one or several simple definitions; 
at the second level, SD is marked by technical and political 
disputes over the practical operationalisation of the concept. 
 
We believe the second analysis is the most relevant for, if SD 
meets a large consensus today (as testified by the profusion of 
SD-oriented discourses), its policy translations remain very far 
from the reformist ambitions displayed by the project holders. As 
such, they can be qualified as “avoiding blame policies” 
(Lascoumes 2005), i. e. low-range policies which essentially 
promote a “voluntarism display” so as to avoid criticisms. Surely, 
the innovations and evolutions generated by the development of 
this topic are real, but the observation that the SD issue is 
“under-exploited” still applies in France. 
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4.3 Workshop: Impacts of urbanism and development in 
southern Europe 
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Land cover changes in Spain. Implications for 
sustainability 

Luis Jiménez Herrero and Fernando Prieto 
Observatorio de la Sostenibilidad en España  

ECP Spain 
 
ABSTRACT 
 
Monitoring changes in Land Cover is crucial in order to assess the 
progress in the processes of sustainability. The Spanish 

Observatory for Sustainability has used the satellite data from the 
European project CORINE LAND COVER quantified by the National 
Geographic Institute of Spain in order to describe the main 
changes in Land Cover in Spain.  
 
The main results of this analysis are an increase of 29,5 % in 
artificial surfaces in the considered period 1987/2000, these 
process has strong impact on sustainability due to its 
irreversibility, a strong interchange of classes within agrarian 
surfaces (including formation of irrigated agriculture and abandon 
of marginal agrarian areas) and within Forestry Classes (mainly 
due to forest fires and reforestations) and loss of natural humid 
areas. 
 
All these changes have strong impacts on sustainability, on 
productive sectors as well as on the environment and the quality 
of life of citizens. 
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Natural resources and sustainability in southern Europe: 
Water Management 

Josefina Maestu 
Ministry of Environment, Spain 

 
ABSTRACT 
 
Southern European water bodies have two specific 
characteristics: 
 

1) Morphological modifications. 
2) Changes in water flow regimes  

 
The enormous raise in the agricultural demand of water in the 
last years together with the descent in rainfall have created a 
situation of drought. 
 
In southern Europe Water has to be treated as a territorial asset 
because water increases productivity of agriculture, has 
influenced location of activities more clearly than in the rest of 
Europe and there are territories where water is limiting and 
territories where it is an asset for development. 
 
Within this framework the following guidelines for policy are 
suggested:   
 

A) Policies to make uses and resources compatible.  
B) Improve the rationality of new uses.  
C) Risk management and contingency planning.  
D) Economic instruments and improvement of efficiency in 

water use. 
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Demographic Trends and Migration in Europe 
Diogo de Abreu 

Centro de Estudos Geográficos 
Universidade de Lisboa 

ESPON project 1.4.1, population 
 
ABSTRACT 
  
Mass migration flows from poor peripheral countries to central 
rich areas, which used to be quite significant up to the 1970s, 
have ceased. The east-west migration, very vigorous in the first 
half of the 1990s has rapidly decreased since that time. The 
attractiveness of metropolitan areas has tended to wane, in spite 
of some revival in 1990s, and is accompanied by an intense peri-
urbanization process. Rural areas still affected by a considerable 
exodus during the course of the 1960s, particularly in the 
peripheries, have experienced a certain revival, especially in the 
North-Western Europe. Balances of the early industrial areas, 
already negative during the 1960s full employment period, have 
deteriorated with the crisis, which has brought about a high level 
of unemployment in these regions; Some leisure areas, most of 
which are coastal, have become increasingly attractive 
(Mediterranean coast of France and Spain, southern coast of 
England.  
 
After applying the forecast models we can see that:  The most 
critical period in most of the scenarios in terms of the ratio of 
“elderly to working-age people” will be between 2015 and 2030. 
Because the intensity of the main current demographic trends 
and the time lag that exists between the moment of birth of an 
individual and his/her entrance into the labour force and 
reproductive stage of life, which usually takes place some 25 or 
more years later. This means that the period between the 
emergence of the problem, the appropriate measures being taken 
and their effects being felt is not immediate and can in fact take 
more than 30 years. 
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Mass Tourism and coastal Areas 
Andreu Ulied 
M-Crit, Spain 

 
ABSTRACT 
 
The transition from mass tourism to residential tourism has 
transformed tourist areas into places that deny the very values 
that made them what they are today. Mass tourism is appearing 
in the places that are supposed to exist by virtue of being non 
densely populated nor heavily frequented. 
 
Experiences like Catalonian coast legislation rely on the 
prohibition of building within 500 metres of the cost line. The fact 
that few claims have been raised against this law is the sign that 
the population is becoming increasingly aware of the fact that the 
limits have been surpassed. 
 
Another question that raises from the enormous expansion of 
residential tourism and its impacts, is how to revitalize the 
degraded intermediate areas that a very fast grow in urbanization 
but not in equipments and infrastructure have brought about, 
there are two strategic approaches: 
 

1) Creating continuities with the protected natural spaces 
nearby 

2) Recuperating and promoting the “cultural landscape” 
 
In a socioeconomic sense, recuperation of degraded coastal areas 
can be brought about by creating innovative economic poles that 
can attract tourism on by offering advanced personal services, 
congresses or cultural events.  
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Critical dimensions for a sustainable management in 
southern Europe: Building and real state. 

Luis Alvarez Ude 
AUIA (Arquitectos, Urbanistas e Ingenieros Asociados) , Spain 

 
 
Building and maintenance of buildings represent: 
- 40% of all materials 
- 35% of all energy consumed  
- 50% of all emissions. 
- 25% of all wood consumed. 
 
If we take into account the current trends in Building in Spain we 
can see a growingly unsustainable scenario: 
 
Figure 1: Impacts of building sector in Spain 
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Scenarios for sustainability in south western Europe  
Moritz Lennert  

Université Libre de Bruxelles, Belgium 
ESPON project 3.2, scenarios  

 
ABSTRACT 
 
The objective of ESPON project 3.2 scenarios is to construct a 
series of scenarios on Europe’s future territorial development until 
2030. 
There are several challenges for such an exercise: 
 

- The future is not a linear extrapolation of the past. 
- We need general scenarios of the future for imagining the 

territorial future. 
   - Territorial development is a complex interaction of many 
different factors. 
 
Three main scenarios have been used depending on the main 
objective of European policy, using two main categories Cohesion 
Vs Competitiveness: 
 
Prospective scenario: “socio-economically and territorially 
cohesive Europe” 
Prospective scenario: continuation of main trends 
Prospective scenario: “competitive Europe through liberalisation” 
 
These scenarios deal with elements such as: 
 

- Socio-economic dualisation and socio-spatial segregation. 
- Globalisation and metropolisation. 
- Agglomeration economies vs. diseconomies. 
- rural areas: conflict between food and energy & further 

concentration of agro-production. 
   - Governance: regional autonomy vs. territorial cohesion and 
solidarity. 
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GOVERNANCE OF TERRITORIAL AND URBAN POLICIES 
FROM EU TO LOCAL LEVEL 

Joaquín Farinós Dasí 
University of Valencia, Spain 

ESPON project 2.3.2, territorial governance 
 
ABSTRACT 
 
We can define Territorial Governance as a process of actors’ 
organization and co-ordination to develop territorial capital in a 
non destructive way in order to improve territorial cohesion at 
different levels. 
 
 
Territorial Governance in South Europe: 

• Two factors operating in favor of adoption of governance 
approaches:  

    - EU founds and  
    - Internal political reasons (decentralisation, economic-
budgetary crisis…) 
    - Spatial land use conflicts scores lowest (until now, changes?) 

• The priority emphasis when it comes to governance 
objectives in the Southern Europe countries is on 
Participation.  

     Effectiveness, Horizontal Coordination & Transparency score 
relatively low 

• The most important forms of cooperation are: 
    - the urban development contracts (reflecting the urbanism 
tradition) 
    - the local development/planning agreements and/or 
frameworks  

• The barriers to partnership formation and cooperation are:  
    - the limitations on powers and activity potential of partnership 

    - the communication problems between participants, 
antagonisms, mutual  suspicions etc 
    - Underdeveloped civil society and hierarchical decision-making 
play no role whatsoever in the countries 
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ECP Transnational Activity SSE 
Alcalá de Henares, 11-12 de Mayo de 2006 
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institution 

University 

Abad 
Aragón 
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Lara Dpto. Ciencias 
Ambientales 

Universidad 
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Luis   
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Uría Tejero 

Pilar OSE  
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Esteban 

Cruz Centro de Estudios del 
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CEDEX 
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Zubizarreta 

Iñigo Secretaria General 
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Ministerio 
Medio 
Ambiente 

Asenjo 
García 

Laura Dpto. Ciencias 
Ambientales 

Universidad 
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Álvarez 

Ana OSE  

Barroso 
Paredes 

Alberto Area de Planeamiento 
Urbanístico 

Consejeria de 
Medio 
Ambiente 

Bellido Pablo Concejal Consumo, Ayuntamiento 
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Surname Name Department or 
institution 

University 
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Lorena  Universidad 
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Universidad 
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Campano 
Azorín 

Luis Fernando D.G. de Ordenación 
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Comunidad 
Autónoma 
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Murcia 

Campos 
Sánchez 

Rosa Dpto. Ciencias 
Ambientales 

Universidad 
de Alcalá 

Camps 
Fernández 

Fco. Javier Departamento de 
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Generalidad 
de Catalunya 

Canto 
Combarro 

Ainara   
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Barquilla 

Laura Oficina Ecocampus Universidad 
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Carrasco 
Vayá 

Jesús F.  Anser Gestión 
y Proyectos 

Carricondo 
López 

Ana Isabel Dpto. Ciencias 
Ambientales 

Universidad 
Castilla La 
Mancha 

Chacón Nuria Oficina Ecocampus Universidad 
de Alcalá 

Chautón 
Pérez 

Adolfo   
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Surname Name Department or 
institution 

University 

Checa 
Rodríguez 

Almudena OSE  

Corera 
Oroz 

Concepción Adjuntía al Rector para 
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Navarrra 
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Prado 
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Tecnalia 
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Polo 

Enrique Urbanística y 
Ordenación del 
Territorio 

Universidad 
Politécnica de 
Madrid 

De Reyna 
Fau 

Marta Area de Planificación y 
Cooperación - Servicio 
de Planes Insulares 

Cabildo 
Insular de 
Tenerife 

Díaz Muñoz María Ángeles Dpto. de Geografía Universidad 
de Alcalá 

Díaz 
Quidiello 

Juan Luis S.G. Ordenación 
Territorial 

Junta de 
Andalucia 

Diez 
Lorenzana 

Elena Estrategía Territorial de 
la Rioja 

Gobierno de 
la Rioja 

Dolz Millán Pablo Diputación General de 
Aragón 

 

Doval Abad Manuel Arquitecto  
Encinas 
Escribano 

Ascensión Dpto. de Química y 
Medio Ambiente 

Universidad 
Europea de 
Madrid 

Farinos Joaquín Dpto. de Geografía Inst. 
Universitario 



 45

Surname Name Department or 
institution 

University 

de Desarrollo 
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Universidad 
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Feliu 
Torres 

Efren Construcción y 
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Labein - 
Tecnalik 

Fernández 
Ruiz 
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Sánchez 
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institution 
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Surname Name Department or 
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Annex: Output indicators 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUTPUT 
INDICATOR-ECP 
TNA-SSE 

Target Achieved 

Seminar 
conclusion report 

1 1 

Number of 
participants 

100 120 

Activity Report 1 1 
Synthetic papers 2 1 
ESPON projects 
potentially 
Addressed 

12 12 

Number of 
indicators 
addressed 

15 20 

Number of 
countries from the 
area covered 

6 6 

Number of 
countries from 
outside the area 
covered 

4 2 

Number of 
announcements of 
the events 
(throuhgh 
websites, flyers, 
articles, 
newspapers, other 
conferences) 

3 3 


